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Orarit struggle ahead - 
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Kastranatis observance cf 
national week. 
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Frenaring for coming fight - 
K. Azad interviewed. 
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Presidents remark about 
civil dlsobldience. 

20.9.40. 

8 
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Patiala Dinner and Congress 
Sikbs - M. Azad's statement 

23.9.40. 


2-3 

A.I.C.C. decision explained 
M. Azad’s address to Bengal 
congressmen. 

2.10.40. 
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India's attitude - M, 

Azad*s demand for right of 
free expression. 

4.10.40. 

10 

4 

Gandhi Jayantl celebration 
M, Azad's address at 
Calcutta function. 

12.10.40. 

; ■ 8 ■ 

3 j4 

Congress cabinet meets - 
M, Azad*s statement to 
Associated Press. 

13.11.40. 
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M* Azad's efforts for peace 
in Sind situation.* 

21.11.40. 
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New ministry for Sind - 
Hastrapati completes a 
great task. 

24.11.40. 
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Sind tangle ends - M, Azad’j 
Press statement. 

26.11.40. 
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M, Azad back to Karachi - 
AddressisPubllc meeting. 

2.12.40. 
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6—7 

Sincerity that counts - 
M, Azad's address at Wardha 
meeting. 

14.12.40. 
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Next form of Satyagraha - 
M. ^ad's address at 
Allahabad, 

23.12.40. 
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A step towards disci 4 )line - 
K, Azad’s address at 
Satyananda Park, 

^6 • 12 *40., 
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Speeding up of Satyagraha - 
Congress president on 
future developments. 

8S.12.40. 

10 
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M. Azad in Lahore - addresse 
a meeting. 
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3.1*41. 8 
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Congress President - to 
offer Satyagraha.. 

Congress and S^. Subhas Bose 
M, jl35ad*s offer. 
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3.1.42. 8,10 6-7 

9.1.42. S 5 
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16.1.42. 7,8 6-7 

27.1.42. 3,6 3-4 

1.2.42. 8 5 

28.2.42. 6 4 

5.2.42. 3 3 

12.4.42. 5,8 6-7 

13.4.42. 5 6-7 <S. 

26.4.42. 6 7 

28.4.42. 4 5 

30.4.42. 6,6 1-2 

1.5.42. 6 1 

3.5.42. 7 6-7 
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9.5.42. 4 5 

12.5.42. 4 6-7 


Congress attitude to war - 
"Nothing has warranted a 
change" - M, Azad explains 
Bardoli decision. 

No withdrawal of leadership - 
Mahatma and Congress - 
M. Azad on Bardoli resolution 

Accept Bardoli resolution - 
President explains his 
difference with Mahatma, 

Renewed resolve to win 
India's freedom - Congress 
President administers 
sacred pledge at Calcutta 
meeting. 

Line of action in war time - 
Azad explains. 

This hour of grave peril - 
K, Azaf^’s appeal - 
co-operaticn with F.P.C.C, 

Abd u 1 Gaf f ar Kh an' s 
resignation - Azad explains. 

Nnaniraous demand of Indian 
people - M. Azad’s letter 
to Sir Stafford Cripps. 

5 V.Tcng approach to Indian 
problem - Azad - Stafford 
Cripps negotiations. 

Pained at C.R.'s attitude - 
K. Azad's press Statement, 

C.H,’s recent action - 
Congress president’s 
criticism. 

Why the Cripps proposals 
v/ere rejected - Congress 
president explains. 

Flag hoisting ceremony - 
Maulana Azad’s warning to 
Aggressor nations. 

A.I.C.C. rejects Madras 
resolution - M. Azad suggests 
meeting of Congress and 
League representatives* 

Azad’s reply to Amery - 
banned resolution of Congress. 

Congress president’s 
challange to Amery - Banned 
resolutions of Congress. 
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15.5.42. 
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India’s heart \dth China - 
Brother hood of manhind - 
M. Azad’s n3esGac"e to 

Chinese Muslims. 

18«5.42. 
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3 

Congress c Civil protection 
Volunteers’ duty - K. Azad 
exr)lair:s at Calcutta Dally, 

9.6.42. 
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Congress and V.F. Govt, 
recent actions - h, Azad 
c end erin s a ^r e s sv e a 11 i t u d < 

20.6.42, 

4 
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Prosecution cf C;. ?, Das - 
r. Azad’s 31 a t er en t on 
Crisca situation. 

P.7.42. 
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Dlecticn cf delegates - 
1:. izad Speahs. 
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"Conypass and the nevt 
step’’ - V. Azad explains to 
Associated press. 

15.7.4":. 
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i.l.C.C. rr-acluticn nul'lish^ 
- Azad inter-'ieved, 

"'1.7.'^'^. 

4 

5 

OT 0T1 d n p' 0'*^ Ivr* — 

r. Az^d e'O'iai’^s. 
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Irnere, r proerairme - I-'aulanr 
^■^erecs's in to 

Fungal; leaders. 
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Ih.e clirax cf propaganda - 
^izad explains ccnri’oss 

vS> V “ulj V . • 

".8.^-2. 
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J. L- 

"Cen'^^ress nlanoing into 
sterny ocean” - LA Azad 
ext, lains v,rcr':ir.p corrnittee 
resclution. 

2.11.44. 
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1-2 

Letts?'’ to ViceT’Qv relf^ased. 


5 

5-6 

C!:.ar''^e sahota'''e against 

Centres£ cahiret rbfutec. 

1^.6.45. 

1,4 

6-7 

Azad and Ne’sru 3"''e.al: - Vev 
xorld situation - '’fenral 
f&ir-'jpe final iud rerent cf 
Britis’" rule. 

19.6.45. 

1,4 

5-6 

v/avell invites ccne?'’ess 
president - In^ntaticn 
recei^-ed - II, Azad eirnlains 
position. 

^5.6.45. 

1,4 

1-2 

Sinla conference meets this 
morning - Cen^^ess arnroach 
to be constructive - Azad 
explains vie'w^ point. 

19.6.46, 

1,4 

1-2 

Leaders busy in informal 
conference - Maulana 
clarifies congress attitude. 
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29#6,45* 


1.7.45. 


4.7 *45. 


6.7.46. 


7.7.45. 


9.7.45. 


15.7.45 


17.7.45. 


19.7.45. 


25.7.45. 


rt 


28.7.45. 

'14.8,45. 

E 

i 

16.8.45. 

*21.8.45. 


6 1-2 Congress not a communal 

body - M. Azad explains 
, position. 


I 5 last 1-2 

8 3 

1 1-2 

1,8 1-2 

1 1-2 

1,12 3 

5 4 

1, last 4-5 


5 4-5 

5 5 

5 1-2,3 
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3-4 
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2-3 


1,8 


Azad explains congress 
stand - a National approach ■ 
Pieadiness to be constructive 
rather than destructive. 

l-ihen may new plan be acceptec 

- Azad explains. 

List to be submitted to-day 

- H. Azad optimistic about 
outcome of talks. 

Congress suggests 15 names - 
M, Azad defines principles 
that guided VJcrklng 
Committee. 

VJorking Committee meets - 
M, Azad*s statement re: 
discus^J^on. 

Cause of Simla talks 
failure - M, Azad revievrs 
Congress policy. 

Release of Congressmen - 
Azad in ccrresrondence with 
Viceroy, 

Politicals to be released 
soon ? - Azad's correspondenc 
with Viceroy : Simla did 
some ground work for future. 

Observance of ninth of 
August - II. Azad's appeal 
to congressmen to celebrate 
a national week, 

Rabindranath memorial - 
K. Azad lends all support 
to appeal for funds. 

Momentous for world’s 
future - Azad on British 
elections, 

Azad - V/avell correspondence 
publication to reveal 
nothing suspicious : Congress 
President’s assurance. 

No peace without free India - 
underlying causes of war 
must he removed, says Azad. 

Indian Independence issue - 
Azad urges settlement. 
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24.8.45. 1 

25.8.45. 5 

n 8 

26.8.45. 1 

27.8.45. 5 

1.9.45. 5 

5.9.45. 1 

6.9.45. 1 

7.9.45. 8 

8.9.45. 1 


2- 3 Azad’s ei^hatic protest - 

Holding of general election 
now unjust, 

6-7 Release of all politicals - 

M. Azad on Congress demand 
before any fresh talh for 
settlement. 

1-2 Ban on Socialist Party - 

M, Azad urges removal, 

4 Legal Congress Committee - 
Azad advises normal 
v/orhing, 

\ 

7 Premature end of a life of 

promise - Azad on Subhas 
Bose’s death. 

1-2 They acted on higher 

principles - Leaders of 
Fational Army - trial by 
court martial lacks 
validity saj^Azad. 

3- 4 Question of self-determination 

— K, Azad to place issue 
before k'orking Committee 
meeting. 

4- 5 Congress & coming election - 

adult franchise to 
beijieTnanded : !•:. Azad's view. 

5 Azad's statement on Congress 
affairs at Punjab after 

IftilCaruddin’s resignation. 

1~2 Better to postpone elections 

- H, Azad demands \4dening 
franchise. 

2 India pulsating v/ith new 

life - K, Azad *3 view, 

5 Azad arrives at Hew Delhi - 

Praise for Kasmiris. 


9.9.45. 1 

21.9.45. 5 

22.9.45. 8^ 


5 Azad’s offer to League - 

self-determination for 
liuslimS. 

5 General elections and Govt. 

attitude - Azad on need 
of uniform policy. 

1 Self-deteimiination - Azad 

on significance of the 
Poona resolution. . 
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8.10.45. 1,8 

19.10.45. 4 

80.10.45. 1 


1.11.45. 1 

8.11.45. 4 

4.11.45. 1 

6.11.45. 3 

84.11.45. 4 

26.11.45. 5 

3.12.45. 5 

4.12.45. 5 

18.12.45. 1,8 


1-2 Future states of 

Mussalmans - Azad’s 
assurance, 

6-7 Indispensable for fair 

election - Azad*s demand 
for politicals^release & 
franchise facilities for 
servicemen. 

1-8 Congress gravely concerned - 

situation in S.E. Asia - 
steps to be taken to prevent 
use of Indian men ^ 
materials - K. Azad’s 
announcement. 

6-7 Plan for Asiatic Potsdam - 

Congress President’s 
support. 

4-5 Co-operation with non- 

Muslims-Ccngress President's 
convincing reply to League 
leader. 

4- 5 I.N.A. Enquiry Committee - 

Congress President's 
statement ; pt. Nehru to 
organise it, 

I* 

4 Indonesian’s^fight for 

freedom - Azad praises 
Indian seamen's*stand in 
Australia, 

3-4 Azad condemns police 

firing at Calcutta - Govt.'s 
unimaiiTsatiVa statesmanship : 
students urged to cultivate 
discipline. 

6-7 Azad demands enquiry - 

police firing : no 
demonstration till 
necessary directives, 

6-7 Conserve Congress 

strength - No time for 
frittering away now - 
H. Azad's advice to people. 

4 Congress stand reiiterated 

- self determination issue - 
M, Azad exnlains Sardar 
Patel's Bombay address, 

5- 2 Students not to blame - 

M, Azad condemns Calcutta 
Police firing. 


31.12.45. 
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H-reatened Railway strike - 
M, Azad's statement. 
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14.1.46. 4 

28.1.46. 5 

6.2.46. 1 

'* 1 
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1-2 


1-2 


6-7 


M. Azad shocked - strong 
condemnation of Chittagong 
outrage. 

Freedom coming soon - Weed 
for unitv and discipline - 
H, Azad’s advice. 

Congress offer to solve 
sind. crisis - K. Azad’s 
offer. 


Days of India's bondage 
over - xizad's assertion. 


7.2.46, 1 

P.2.46. 1 

13.2.46. 1,8 


14.2.-":6, 4 

18.2.46, 5 

20.2.46, 5 

21.2.46, 1 


26.2.46. 1,8 

27.2.46, 1 


i,3#46, 5 

3.3.46. 1,8 

^3.46. 1,8 
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3-4 
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1-2 
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6-7 


6-7 


Azad confident about 
coalition Party’s success i 
(Sind Tangle), 

Fight against food crisis - 
11. Azad on primary duty of 
Congress ministries. 

Azad’s call for immediate 
peace Incidents in 
Calcutta deplored ; Leaders’ 
appeal to citizens. 

Assam Cabinet coalition 
with league - Kaulana 
Azad explains conditions. 

Ill v/111 against Nepalese - 
K. Azad’s appeal to people. 

Attack on church condemned - 
Azad on Govt, responsibility, 

Azad’s v/arning to Britain -- 
struggle if pledge 
dishonoured. 

VJhy no assurances from 
Governors - Azad explains 
Congress stand on 
interference issue. 

hi Azad discusses food 
situation with Viceroy, 

Azad appeals not to 
accentuate situation. 

(Ro 3 ral Indian Navy strike 
episode), 

M. Azad condemjis students* 
action. 

Transfer of power imminent - 
K, Azad’s appeal to 
countrymen against unrest. 

Coalition party to form 
Punjab Cabinet - M. Azad 
explains tripartite agreement. 
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1,8 
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Assurances to Jinnah 
resented - Azad’s letter 
to Viceroy. 

?9.6.46. 

1 

1 

Ko European voting - 
Azad on constituent 

Assembly election. 

30.6.46. 

1,5 
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Interim Government must 
have status of Fational 
Government - M. Azad 
explains Congress stands. 

^7.46. 
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■^ev; A.I.C.C, discusses 
L'ission’s proposals - 
Azad explainsv/hy wcrhing 
coninittee accepted long 
terr plan. 

'.7.46. 

5 

4 

Azad’s reply to Criticisms. 
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»ABSOLPTELY BASELESS' 

Mr«Jinnah*s Charge Against 
Congress Ministers 

«HODNTAIN OF FALSEHOOD'* 

Maialana Abial Kalam Azad*s Call To The Muslims 


**I have often declared before and I again do the 
same, with all possible sense of responsibility, that all 
these accusations against the Congress Ministries are abso¬ 
lutely baseless* It is a mountain of falsehood to say that 
the policy of the Congress Ministries was **decidedly anti- 
Muslim" and that they have been "trampling down the reli¬ 
gious, political and economic rights of the Mussalman’s- 
says, Maialana Abixl Kalam Azad in the course of a lengthy 
statement in reply to the recent utterances of Mr* Jinnah, 
with particular reference to his appeal for observance of 
a "day of deliverance and thanksgiving* 

Throwing a challenge to Mr* Jinnah the Maul ana 
Saheb says 

"It is the duty of Mr. Jinnah or anyone who chooses 

to advance such allegations, to prove them by any method 

commonly prevailing in the world*" 

The statement runs as follows 

For the last two years I have been persistently 

trying to get the mutual differences of the Congress and 

the Muslim League removed* In this endeavour I left lio 

stone unturned. I firmly believe that in order to attain 

the 

the National objective, all attempts of/like natiire should 
be persisted in with the fullest honesty of purpose and 
sincerity of action* 

But I have to say with the d^est regret that 
whenever the Congress operis the door for negotiations and 
mutual understanding, another hand appears all of a sudden 
from the opposite direction, which wants to close it at the 
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crucial moaent* This hand is that of none else than the 
Presid^t of the Muslim League - Mr, Mohammad Hi Jinnah, 

I have said fwants to close," as the fact remains 
that in spite of this attempt to bang the door, it always 
remained open and is still open. 

The last occasion which arose in this connection 
relates to the recent Delhi talks. It was made quite 
clear on behalf of the Congress in Delhi, that the Congress 
was prepared to begin the talfe without any further delay, 
and both the sides might nominate their representatives. 

But Mr. Jinnah said that he could stay no longer in Delhi as 
he had to go to Bombay, and it would be better to postpone 
the tall© to some future date. He promised to write from 
Bombay^ This conversation took place in the first week 
of November. After the passing of a full month without a 
line from Mr. Jinnah, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru himself wrote 

to him on December 1 . In reply to this letter^ Mr. Jinnah 

wrote that he would stay in Bombay for two or three weeks 
and that he was ready to meet Pandit Nehru on whichever date 
the latter thought fit. This letter was written on December 
4, and only after two days he issues an appeal to Mussalmans 
to observe the day of "deliverance and thanksgiving," 
causing suddenly a gloom over the atmosphere of all nego¬ 
tiation and agreement. 

Mr. Jinnah says in another statement that it is a 
"sheer coincidence" that ^his statement appeared just at the 
time when the negotiations with the Congress were to begin, 
and that he had decided to do so when the Congress Minis¬ 
tries had announced their resignations. It matters little 
when this idea occurred to him first 5 the question is 
whether it was not necessary for him at least to postpone 
it, owing to the pending negotiations with the Ccaigress 
dropping out tl^ propriety of the time chosen for the 
suggestion. 




I think that the suggestion itself is such that 
nothing can be said in its defence from any point of view. 

In every respect, this is a suggestion which no MusIIm 
having an iota of self-respecting consciousness of his 
political existence could ever give to his coreligionists* 

Let us see what the suggestion means ? The 
Congrec'S Ministries were working with full authority in 
eight provinces# There was nothing to hamper their stabi¬ 
lity and power# They had the full confidence of the Legis¬ 
latures# The public opinion of the country was in their 
favour# The Viceroy and the Governors whole-heartedly 
wished that they should not resign. The Governors were 
ready to remove any obstruction which might have been 
caused by the War Ordinances# In fact, the attitude of 
non intervention of the Governors remained the same as 
it was before the war# Even the members of Muslim League 
Party were insisting that they should not resign# Futher- 
more it was the demand of the numerous constructive works 
that they should continue in office# Yet, the Congress did 
not for a moment glance towards power; it bowed its head to 
«Duty”# It did not decided what its duty should be as a 
party in power, it did so only considering the interests 
of the country# It honestly felt that it could not remain 
in the seat of power when India, as well as all the sub;|ect 
peoples of the East, were denied their very right of freedom, 
for which the European war had broken out# In unequivocal 
terms it made its demand to the British Government, and 
when these were not fulfilled, it resigned unhesitatingly# 
ind now, when it haa given up the Government of the eight 
provinces of its own choice and free will, what advice has 
the League President to offer to the Muslims of India ? It 
is this, that they should march towards the mosques and thank 
God on their deliverance from the Congress Ministries, which 
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have preferred Duty to Power, and have resigned not only 

on the issue of India’s freedom, but for the rights 

of all the down trodden peoples of the East^ It is 

any 

difficiilt for me even to imagine, that/group of Muslims, 

however at loggerheads with the Congress, would tolerate 

to be presented to the world in such colours* 

The Mtislims have a full right to make whatever 

kind of struggle they deem fit in the cause of their 

rights and interests* But this is their internal dispute* 

They should under no circumstances, take any step which 

can possibly he used against the freedom of India. The 

present attitude of Mr* Jinnah is leading th^ towards this 

unfortunate position* It clearly means that the Muslims are 

being made a st;6umbling block in the path of India’s freedom* 

I warned the Muslims in 1912 against this. It wounds my 

heart to the core that the need of reiterating the same 

has again arisen after 27 years* 

And again, after all, why is Mr. Jinnah advising 

the Mussialmans to celebrate the day of ’’deliverance”? 

Because they have been saved from all the ’’atrocities of 

the Congress Ministries.” What was the quantity and quality 

of the aforesaid ’’atrocities”? In the words of Mr. Jinnah 

c 

’’The Congress Ministries were actuated by a decidedly anti- 
Muslim policy and the Congress Ministries both in the dis¬ 
charge of the duties of the administration and in the 
legislatures have done their best to flout Muslim opinion, 
to destroy Muslim culture, and interfered with their reli¬ 
gious and social life, and trampled their economic and 
political rights.” Now, if we admit for the time being 
that the picture which Mr. SinnBh has presented is correct, 
let us consider what conclusion can be derived from it ? 

The conclusion is patently obvious. The Governments of eight 
provinces have been decidedly anti-Muslim* They have been 
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interfering in the religious and social life of 
Mussalmans# 

They continued to destroy their culture* They 
trampled down their economic sind political rights, and all 
this havoc was caused not only for a few days} it continued 
without a break for two-and-a-half years* What action 
then did the eighty millions of Muslims of India, take under 
such impossible circumstances ? Only this, that they waited 
for thirty long mcsnths in the hope of the resignations of 
the Congress Ministries by their own choice and free will. 

And ahen this dream of theirs came true,they began to pvmr 
their hearts out to the Almighty in a spirit of thanksging, 
and after all their day of deliverance has come. What an 
honourable picture of the Muslims of India Mr,Jinnah wants 
to paint before the world ? 

It is Impossible for me as a Muslim to tolerate 

for a moment such a degrading picture. I absolutely refuse 

to believe that the Eighty Million Muslims of India can be 

inert and helpless to such an extent that in spite of the 

fact th"t the eight Governments of their country continued 

a 

for two and/half years to interfere with their religion, 
destroy their culture trample down their economic and poli¬ 
tical rights, they only meekly waited for the dwm of 
the *»Day of deliverance”. This is a direct insult to the 
sense of self-respect of the Muslims of India, It is 
administering poison to them in place of nectar. The days 
have long gone when it was possible for men to tolerate 
such tyrannical Governments, Now-a-days it is Impossible 
for any Provincial Government to carry on the administration 
even for a short time after practising the tyrannies 
depicted by Mr, Jlnnah* He says that every Congress Ministry 
did the same without any exception, I affirm that even 
if a single Ministry had adopted this attitude, the Muslims 
of India have certainly so much sense of their existence that 
they would not have waited for any suggestion of Mr.Jinnah 
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to celebrate a day of deliverance. They would have 
narrowed down the life of such a ministry within a short 
time. The stuff of the Muslims of India is not formed of 
elements containing insensibility and cowardice. They 
cannot bear to witness with equanimity "Interference in 
their social and religious life" and "Trampling down of 
their economic and political rights” continually for two 
and half years.* 

The story of the so-called "tyrannlei"of the Con¬ 
gress ministries is not a new one. During the last two 
years they have been replied to many a time and proposals 
for a final decision have often been put forward. But Mr. 
Jinnah and his compatriots have always avoided it. It 
should be kept in view in tiiis connection that the accusa¬ 
tion of Mr.Jinnah is not that the Congress Ministries have 
not done sufficiently what they should have done to better 
the communal atmosphere, or that in some particular cases , 
the Mussulmans of a certain Province have to complain 
or that a Ministry commit.ted certain mistakes in adminis¬ 
trative matters. If such v/ere the nature of the accusa¬ 
tions they might not have been considered imreasonable, 
whether they proved to be false or true after due inquiry. 
But Mr. Jinnah is not a man who wo-dd like to climb only 
to the intermediate steps of a ladder. His charge definite^ 
ly is that "the policy of the Congress Ministries was deci¬ 
dedly anti-Muslim." They continued to "destroy"-. Muslim 
culture, they constantly "interfered in the religous and 
social life" and always "trampled down the political and 
economic rights of the Mussulmans." 

I have often deiiared before and I again do the 
same, with all possible sense of responsibility, that all 
these accusations against the Congress Ministries are 
absolutely baseless. It is a mountain of falsehood to say 
that the policy of the Congress Ministries was "decidedly 
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anti-Mtisllia,** and that they have been "trampling down the 
religious, political and economic rights of the Mussalmans#' 

It is the duty of Mr.Jinnah, or anyone who chooses 
to advance such allegations, to prove them by any method 
ccffimonly prevailing in the world* And if he is unable to 
do so, every sensible man would expect him at least to keep 
restraint on his language and pen. 

It is not the occasion to describe my personal 
attitude towards the complains of Mussulmans which came to 
my knowledge during the last two years of the working of 
the Congress Ministries* I shall do so on some future 
occasion in detail* However, I may briefly say, that during 
all this period no complaint which came to my knowledge, 
went without being critically inquired into. All my cbllea- 
gues of the Parliamentary Sui)-eommittee,the members of the 
A.I*C.C.,the Ministers of the Provinces and the office¬ 
bearers of the P*C.C,*s know to what degree my attitude 
has remained strict and uncompromising in these matters. 

I was not satisfied with the replies of the Ministers only, 
and it was not uncommon for me to go through the files of 
such affairs personally, and strictly to examine them on 
every point* 

In this connection I only wish to say that if even 
a fraction of the allegations of Mr*Jinnah were correct I 
am not a man who would have allowed the Congress Ministries 
to remain in their seats.even for 24 hours* 

If Mr*Jinnah and his colleagues think that they are 
saying these things to benefit the cause of the Muslims, I 
would tell them in all earnestness that they are going quite 
opposite way; and they will do a true service to the Muslims 
of India if they change their direction as early as possible, 
a true service-for which the Indian Muslims are in greater 
need to-day*" — (A*P*) 
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MO COHCaSSS COALITION IN ASSAM 

HauLana Abnl Kalam Azad in a press statement on 
the situation in Assam says 

I had given Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi the trouble 
to come to Calcutta, in order that I may have a talk with 
him on the Assam affairs# He came here and returned after 
meeting me# I have given necessary directions about certaii 
matters to the Congress Jssembly Party. In this connection 
I wish to make one thing clear. Since the resignation bd 
the Congress Ministry some circles in Assam are speculating 
on the possibility of another Ministry, with the support 
of the Congress Party, which may assure to carry on the cons 
tructive programme of the Congress. I want to clear this 
matter on behalf of the Parliamentary Sub-committee# 

The Ministry of Assam has resigned just like the " 
other Congress Ministries. And now, the Assam Assembly 
Congress Party has nothing to do with the question of the 
formation or giving help to another Ministry# All specula¬ 
tions in this respect are entirely baseless, and no impor¬ 
tance should be attached to them. 

In to-day*s local papers I find a news that I am 
going to present the case of Assam at the next meeting 
of the Working Ccmnnittee# I do not know fre© where this 
news started, it has no reality behind it# So far as 
Assam is concerned, no new situation has arisen which 
might necessitate its presentation to the next meeting 
of the Congress Working Committe# 
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« QUAKE SUFFERERS IN TURKEY 
NEED FOR RELIEF 

Maulana Azad*s Appeal For Funds 

An appeal for funds in connection with, the relief 
of earthquake sufferers in Turkey is made by Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad in a statement to the press* Maulana Azad sayss- 
"Horrible details of the havoc wrought by earth¬ 
quake in western Anatolia have been received by Z9. through 
a telegram sent by the Red Crescent Society of Istanbul. 

li 

It says : The situation is further aggravated by the floods# 
The whole of the district of Brusa is nearly destroyed* Hur 
dreds of half-frozen women and children are being snatched 
away from the jaws of death and are being brought to tem¬ 
porary cants from the hill tops. The temperature has gone 
down 30 degrees below freezing point* Consequently thou¬ 
sands of homeless people are at the mercy of cruel weather 
and the flood* Similar conditions are obtaining in the 
area of Izmir Smyrna* Such a destruction by an earthquake 
is not remembered in the history of Turkey for the last 
200 years* More than one hundred thousand people are 
involved in it and are in dire distress.^' 

?The message ends with the words :- 
'*It is hoped that the traditional generosity of 
India would stretch its help to these unfortunate sufferers* 

APPEAL FOR FUNDS 

I would appeal to all those generous people of 

India, whose hearts are touched with the calamities of 
' « 

humanity at large, irrespective of nationality and country 
to do whatever is possible for these unhappy men without 
delay. My hopes are specially centred round the Rulers of 
the Indian States and the merchants of the big cities* 

They have always been in the front rank in these matters 
and their bounties have won them the distinction of being 
called”tradltionally generous”. I am sure the traditional 





generosity of His Salted Higlmess the Hizau vill again 
coie to the fore as usnali in the vale of its iiagnani- 
ions past, 

It has given le the greatest pleasure to find 
that Hon, Sir Sikandar Hyat Ihan has already opened a 
relief fund at Lahore, Another fund is being collected 
at Calcutta, the treasurer of which is Sir Maiji Ha]i 
Dawood, I would advise the donors to send their donations 
to the above funds, Big aioits can easily be sent direct 
to lurkey through bank, In any case all the sis should k 
sent direct to the President, Turkish Republic, Ankara," 
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GREAT STRUGGLB AHEAD 
FRIDAY'S DffiOffSTRAIION 
Independence Day Ots ervance In Calcutta 
RALLIES AT PUBLIC PARKS 

Hoisting Of Tricolour : Maulana Azad On Significance 
Of Independence Pledge 

UNITY i NSED OF THE HOUR 

'’Independence is the birth-right of every Indian 
as it is the birth-right of every individual. If any 
Government stands in the way of achievement of that freedom 
the people have every right to change the Government and, 
if necessary, to end it." 

In these words Maulana Abul Kalam Azad addressed 
the huge gathering which, assembling on Friday afternoon 
at Mohammed Ali Perk, pledged themselves to independence. 

The Independence pledge, as recommended by the 
Congress Working Committee, was read and accepted at the 
meeting. 

The assemblage swelled as procession after proce¬ 
ssion, organised by different organisations in the city and 
environs arrived at the Park. 

Prolonged shouts of "Bande-Mataram" marked the 
arrival of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad a few minutes after the 
proceedings commenced. 

MOMENTOUS OCCASION 

To-day, on this momentous occasion, observed 
Maulana Azad, patriotic Indians in millions, from Kashmir 
to Cape Comorin, would take the pledge of the independence. 
In the words which they would be uttering they would express 
their thirst for freedom# 
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But, Maulana Azad warned the audience, the country 
needed deeds and not empty words* Let them try to realise 
the significance of the pledge, earnestly and seriously, 
before they committed themselves to it* Only when they 
cherished anj^ abiding faith in the promise and were deter¬ 
mined to carry it out they were entitled to accept the 
pledge* That would be the best thing they would be doing 
for the Motherland* 

They must have by this time seen the pledge; 
certain changes had been made therein. Maulana Sahib 
would repeat his request to carefully go through the 
promise before they took it* They should not accept the^ 
pledge simply because they had attended the function* 
Although the Congress Working Committee expected every 
Indian to subscribe to the pledge they had made it abun¬ 
dantly clear that anybody who was not inclined to accept 
it in full should leave the portion they might object to* 
The Congress did not want any false promise; they did not 
want any self-deception. 

Those who were unable Ic take the entire pledge, 
as recommended by the Working Committee, had been reques¬ 
ted to send in their note of dissent to their respecti-v^e 
District Congress Committee who wo^ild send those to the 

By this process the Congress would appraise 
the measure of popular support on the strength of which 
they would like to proceed* For, they did not like to 
build castles in-the air. 

Those who would be accepting the pledge in its 
entirety should accept it in all seriousness* It was no 
show or ”tamasha” they were attending that evening* If 
they took the promise they must endeavour their level 
best to carry it into effect* They were shouldering 
a serious responsibility and upon their work would 
depend the achievement of country’s freedom* 




Indians must carry on the struggle with truth 
and non-violence, Before God and man they were taking 
a promise to wliich they must cling to the last breath, 
They must regard every human being as their brother and 
treat him irrespective of his casts or creed on a footing 
of absolute equality, The purpose of the pledge would 
be set at nought if they continued to think in terms of 
high or low, 

Ifotouchability, according to Haulana Azad, was 
nothing but a mental aberration which could be removed 
by pure thoughts alone. Outward observances by them¬ 
selves could not bring about purity of mind, By helping 
to remove untoucbability in all its forms they should be 
purifying themselves and helping in the furtherance of 
the sacred cause they had espoused. 
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Present State Of Suspense Cannot Continue 
MOULANA AZAD INT3HyiEV/BD 


‘•Struggle For Independence Cannot Await Settlement 

Of Internal Problems” 

LAHORE, Feb. 18. 

present state of suspense cannot continue 
and I can say that after the Ramgarh session the Congress 
must take a step forward which would surely take the form 
of a new struggle, declared Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in 
the course of his first interview with journalists after 
his election as President of the Indian National Congress. 

Maulana Sahib said that he regarded his election 
as a vote of confidence in the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi 
and the country*s approval of his programme. 

HINDU-M0SLEI>1 PROBLEM 

Asked if the solution of the Hindu-Muslim problem 
would form the chief plank in his programme during year, 
Maulana Azad said that the real issue before the country 
WcTS political but they could not ignore the Hindu-Muslim 
problem. 

He had,however, no hesitation in saying that the 
struggle for the achievement of Independence could not 
await the settlement of internal problems. 

He wanted to make it clear that the settlement 
of the political issue was not dependent on the solution 
of the communal problem which was, after all, a domestic 
affair. 

CANNOT WAIT AI'IY LONGER 

The Congress had taken a definite step and could 
not wait any longer. *’The present state of suspense,** 
added Maulana Azad, ’*cannot continue longer and I can say 
that after the Ramgarh session the Congress must take a 
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step forward# That step would surely take the form af 
a new struggle#” 

Replying to a question whether it would mean 
the launching of civil disobedience once again, Maulana 
Sahib said : ”Yes, naturally.” 

APPEAL TO MUSLIM BRSTHRSN 


Referring to the solution of the Hindu-Muslim 

problem Maulana flahib made it clear that the Congress had 

never closed its doors and would always be prepared to 

enter into negotiations provided a suitable atmosphere 

was created and proper men came in to negotiate# Maulana 

Sahib also indicated the possibility of examining the 

question of forming coalition ministries in the provinces 

provided a satisfactory solution of the political question 

could be arrieved at with the British Government# 

Explaining the circumstances in which he agreed 

to shoulder the responsibility of his high office, 

Maulana Saiiib said that his colleagues had been pressing 

him to accept the Presidentship of the Congress for the 

last two years but he would not accede to their wishes 

as the Congress engaged in its parliamentary activities 
a 


and 


kind of normal life prevailed in the country# Though 


all the grounds for non-acceptance of this honour which 
existed at that time were also to be found now yet the 
declaration of the European war in September last now alterec 
the situation and the Ccaigress had to throw away the burden 
of provincial administration in order to enter a decisive 
struggle# 


He continued j ”I had zealously worked to bring 
about this situation and I felt the full weight of its res¬ 
ponsibility# I thought over it dispassionately and conclu- 
ded that I could not a hri k the responsibility this year# 

The nation was face to face with a delicate and critical 
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situation and when my colleagues had confidence that 
my humble would be of some use at this juncture, I deemed 
tt to be my duty not to hesitate to shoulder the res¬ 
ponsibility* My sincerest thanks are due to all my 
colleagues and friends who have reposed their confidence 
in me at this momentous occasion. I am sure they will 
help slM co-operate with me with as great a zeal as they 
have shown their confidence in me*” 

Maulana Sahib said it was to a certain extent 
essential for launching a civil disobedience campaign 
that a favourable atmosphere should prevail in the country 
but he did not think that there was much danger of commu¬ 
nal disturbances. 

Commenting on Mr* Jinnah*s recent statement to 
the ”Time and Tide”, Maulana Azad said that Mr. Jinnah*s 
two nation theory was entirely based on misunderstanding 
and he did not agree with him. 

Maulana Azad expressed himself in favour of 
giving representation to socialists and other groups 
in the Congress on the Working Committee of the A.I.C.C. 
but declined to be drawn into further discussion on the 
subject. 

Referring to his meeting yesterday with the Punjab 
Premier Maulana Azad said that though it was a purely 
personal visit yet it was natural that as politicians 
they should discuss the situation in the country. 

COALITION MEaSTRIES 

Maulana Azad said that the possibility of for¬ 
ming coalition ministries in the provinces was not pre¬ 
cluded if the British Government acceded to their political 
demand but hastened to add that there could be no question 
of the Congress taking up office under the Government of 
India Act of 1935* 
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Referring to social relations of Congressmen 
with non-Congress Ministers, Maulana Sahib said that 
the Congress had never banned social relationdo 

When his attention was drawn to arrests of 
Ahrars and Congressmen in the Punjab under the Defence of 
India ?;ct, he said that Congressmen might have to feo 
to jails in the near future* 

It is understood that Maulana Azad is issuing 
a statement shortly on the Sind affairs in view of the 
misunderstanding created by the attitude of the Congress 
Party in Sind. 

MUSLIMS AND SAFSGUARDS 

“The Muslims have every right to struggle for 
^ their safeguards. They should not look to the British 
Government for these safeguards but they should look to 
their countrymen*’, declared Maulana Azad, addressing the 
first public meeting since his election as President of 
the Indian National Congress, 

It was one of the biggest meetings held in Lahore 
in recent times and was attended by a very large number of 
Muslims* The Maulana received a great ovation on arrival. 
He was presented with a guard of honour by Ahrar and 
Congress volunteers. 

Explaining his mission to the Pub jab Maulana Azad 
said that for some time past there had been differences 
among Congressmen in the Punjab which were hindering the 
progress of the Congress work in the province. With a 
view to bringing unity among the different groups he had 
come to the Punjab. During his stay in lahore he met 
leaders of various groups and parties in the Congress and 
he was glad to announce that he had a good response from 
them* He hoped tho-t the agreement arrived at between the 
rival groups would not be shortlived* 
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Dealing with the comunal question, Maulana 
Azad said that nobody could deny its existence# Every¬ 
body was anxious to solve this question as early as 
possible# It was rather the bounden duty of every Indian 
to help in solving the thorny issue# But so far os the 
question of Independence was concerned he would appeal 
to his countrymen to join hands in achieving the freedom 
of their country. 

The Muslims had every right to press for their 
safeguards. They should not look to the British for their 
safeguards but they should look to their own countrymen# 
The foremost problem at this juncture was to achieve in¬ 
dependence, other questions could be solved later on. 

Proceeding, Maulana Azad said that if they asked 
the British for their safeguards they would be strengthen¬ 
ing the roots of British Imperialism in India. He would 
advise his nine crore Muslim brethren that they should 
not look upon their countrymen with suspicion. Their 
rights were not at all in danger in the hands of the 
Congress. There was no other alternative for the Muslims 
than to join in the struggle for the freedom of the 
country. The doors of the Congress were open to all and 
it represented all communities. They should dispel all 
suspicions and muster strong under the banner of the 
Congress. 

Concluding Maulana izad said that the doors of 
the Congress would remain open for those who wM come 

straight but not for those who would come by indirect 
ways. — (AoPo). 
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DEMOCRATIC INDEPENDENCE 

INDIANS GOAL 


Maulana Azad*s Message To ” News Chronicle ” 

ALLAHABAD, Mar, 8, 

The A.I.C.C# Office has released to the 
Press the following message sent to the ’’News Chronicle, 
London in response to their request by Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad,President-elect of the Ramgarh session of the 
Congress s- 

”We believe that the world will appreciate 
our position and not blame us for our decision* We 
have vigilantly kept control on our heads and hearts 
lest we might take a hasty step at a. critical juncture* 
We waited and waited patiently but certainly we ca.^not 
wait indefinitely* India was prepared to throw her 
weight ofi the side of freedom but the British Government 
has banged the door in her face* 

’’If any people outside India entertain the 
opinion that Indian Muslims are opposed to independence, 
I would tell them with the fullest sense of responsibi¬ 
lity that this is absolutely a false impression* Not 
a single responsible Muslim group is opposed to it* 

The general trend of Muslim thought in India has com¬ 
pelled even the Muslim League to change its creed of 
’Full responsible Government* to that of ’democratic 
independence.” - (Bhited Press)* 
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MAHATMA G A N D H I * S L S A P B R S H J P, 

PT.BA FOR CONFIDENCE 

Maihlapa Azgd»s Appeal For ted Stand 

Ramgarhy Mar, 15 

A clarion call to the country to have full 
confidence in the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi is made 
by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, President-elect of the 
fifty-third session of the Indian National Congress, 
in the c'ourse of a message to the Congress ^Souvenir” 
published by the Reception Committee of the Ramgarh 
Congress# 

’’Mahatma Gandhi”, the Maul ana says, ”is the 
only leadership which has built up a magnificent past 
of our movement and through it alone can we expect to 
achieve a victorious future#” He adds :”We are passing 
through a most critical de^cisive period of the political 
struggle of India* I would appeal to each and every 
Congressman and Congress woman to keep two vital things 
in view without which it would not be possible for us 
to come out of the ordeal of our time successfully# 
VJhatever the developments might be, we can only face 
them with dignity and strength if our organisation is 
well-prepared and has put an end to the internal 
controversy and conflict# No lover of the Congress 
and of Indian freedom may do anything which impairs 
our unity and jointwill for action# We have all to 
rise above our petty selves and become in this crisis 
of our destiny true soldiers of India speaking and acting 
together with dignity and forbearance and in accordance 

with ideals and principles we have cherished#” (A.F.) 

5330 
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(lAT.T. FOR FOIL CONFIDSMCB IN GMDHIJI'.S LEADERSHIP 

BIGHT OF SELF DETaRMIHAIIOH 
FIRM CONGRESS STAtJD 

Maulaiaa Az&d*s Pre sidential Add£e^_s_At Eamgarh 
NO HELP TO BRITISH IMPERIALISM 

Congress Viewpoint On Minorities Question t Two 
Basic Principles_Sn^ciated 

MAZHARPURI ^Mar,19 

The following is the authorised English 
translation of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad's Presidential 
address at the 53rd session of the Indian National 
Congress 

In 1923 you elected me President of this National 
Assembly. For the second time, after seventeen years, you 
have once again conferred upon me the same honour. Seventeen 
years is not a long period in the history of national 
struggles. But novf the pace of events and world change 
is so rapid that our old standards no longer apply. During 
these last seventeen years we have passed through many 
stages, one after another. V/e had a long journey before 
us and it was inevitable that we should pass thxTough 
several stages. We rested at many a point no doubt, but 
never stopped. We surveyed and examined every prospect 
but we were not ensnared by it and passed on. We faced 
many ups and downs but always our faces were turned towards 
the goal. The world may have doubted our intentions and 
determination but we never had a moment*s doubt. Our path 
was full of difficulties and at every step we were faced 
with great obstacles. It may be that we did not proceed 
as rapidly as we desired but we did not flinch from marching 
forward. If we look back iqjon the period between 1923 
and 1940, nineteen-twenty-three will appear to us a faded 
landmark in the distance. In 1923 we desired to reach our 
goal but the goal was so distant then that even the 
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milestoB&s were hidden from our eyes* Raise your eyes 
to-day and look ahead. Not only do you see the milestones 
clearly but the goal itself is not distant. But this is 
evident that the nearer we get to the goal the more 
intense does our struggle become. Although the rapid 
march of events has taken us farther from our old landmark 
and brought us nearer our goal, yet it has created new 
troubles and difficulties for us. To-day our caravan is 
passing a very critical stage. The essential difficulty 
of such a critical period lies in its conflicting possi¬ 
bilities. It is very probable that a correct step may 
bring us very near our goal, and on the other hand, a 
false step may land us in fresh troubles and difficulties. 

At such a critical juncture you have elected me 
President and thus demonstrated the great confidence you 
have in one of your co-workers. It is a great honour and 
a greet responsibility. I am grateful for the honour 
and crave your support in shouldering the responsibility. 

I am confident that the fullness of your confidence in me 
will be a measure of the fullness of the support that 
I shall continue to receive. 

THE PROBLM OF THS DAT 

I think that I should now come straight to the 
real problem before us without further delay* 

The first and the most important question before 
us is this : Whither is the step taken by us in conse¬ 
quence of the declaration of War on the 3rd September, 
1939, leading us ? And where do we stand now ? 

Probably in the history of the Congress, the 
1936 session at Lucknow marked a new ideological phase, 
when the Congress passed a long resolution on the interna¬ 
tional situation and placed its viewpoint clearly and 
categorically before the public* After this a considera¬ 
tion of the international situation, and a resolution 
thereon, became an essential and integral part of the 
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annual declarations of the Congress# Thus this decision 
on this subject was arrived at and placed before the 
world with full deliberation. These resolutions 
bodied at one and the same time, two declarations to 
the world ! Firstly, we stated, what I have described 
as a r w ideology in Indian politics,that we could not 
remain in isolation from the political events of the 
outside world, even in our present state of helplesness# 

It was essential that while we forged our way ahead and 
fashioned our future, we must not confine ourselves merely 
to our own surroundings but should keep a vigilant watch 
on the conditions of the outside world. Innumerable 
changes in the world have brought countries and nations 
nearer to one another; so that the waves of thought and 
action, rising in one connar of the world, flow and 
produce immediately reactions in other places# It is, 
therefore, impossible to-day for India to consider her 
problems wiiile confining herself within her own four walls. 
It is inevitable that events in the outside world should 
have their repercussions in India; it is equally inevi¬ 
table that our decisions and the conditions prevailing 
in India should affect the rest of the world. It was 
this consciotisness and belief which brought about our 
decisions. We declared by these resolutions against 
reactionary movements like Fascism and Nazism which were 
directed against democracy and individual and national 
freedom. These movements were gaining strength day by day 
and India regarded this as the greatest danger to world pro¬ 
gress and peace. India’s head and heart were with those 
peoples who were standing up for democracy and freedcmi 
and resisting this wave of reaction. 

BRITISH IMPERIALISM ' 

But while we were considering the dangers arising 
from Fascism and Nazism it was Impossible for us to forget 
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the older dauger which has been proved to be infinitely 
more fatal to the peace and freedom of nations than these 
new dangers, and which has in fact supplied the basis 
for this reaction. I refer to British Imperialism. Ife 
are not distant spectators of this imperialism, as we are 
of tlv new reactionary movements. It has taken possession 
of our house and dominates over us. It was for this reason 
that we stated in clear terms that if new entanglements in 
3urope brought about war, India, which has been debarred 
from exercising her will and making free decisions, will 
not take any part in it. She could only consider this 
question when she had acquired the right of coming to 
decision according to her o\m free will and choice. 

India cannot endure the prospect of Nazism and 

■tWecl 

Fascism, but slie is even more tri-ed of British imperialism. 
If India remains deprived of her natural right to freedom, 
this would clearly mean that British imperialism continued 
to flourish with all its traditional characteristics, and 
under such conditions, India would on no account be pre¬ 
pared to land a helping hand for the triumph of British 
imperialism. This was the second declaration which was 
constantly emphasized through these resolutions. These 
lesolutions were repeatedly passed from the Lucknow session 
onwards till August 1939 and are Imovm by the name of 
”Nar Resolutions.” 

All these declarations of the Congress were before 
the British Governnent when suddently, in the tkird week 
of August 1939, the war clouds gathered and thundered and, 
at the beginning of September, war began. 

CONDITIONS BEFORE VTAR 

At this stage I will ask you to pause for a 
moment and look back. %at were the conditions prevailing 
in August last ? 




neSf March 20^ 1940 


The Government of India Act of 1935 was imposed 

and 

upon India forcibly by the British Government/as usual, 
resorting to the old stratagem, it tried to make the world 
believe that it had conferred a big instalment of India*s 
national right upon her* The world knows the decision of 
the Coiigress to reject this Act* Nevertheless the Congress 
decided to avoid a conflict at that stage and preferred a 
respite* It resolved to take charge of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments on a certain definite condition* After this decision 
the Congress Ministries were functioning successfully in 
eight out of the eleven Provinces, and it was in the 
interest of Great Britain herself to maintain this state 
of affairs for as long a period as possible. There was 
yet another factor. So far as the War was concerned, 

India had clearly condemned Nazi Germany* Her sympathies 
were with the democratic nations, and this was a point 
in Britain’s favour* Under such circumstances, it was 
natural to expect that if the British Government had 
changed its old imperialistic mentality in the slighest 
degree, it would, even though as a measure of expediency, 
change its old methods at this juncture and afford an 
opportunity to India to feel that she was breathing in a 
changed atmosphere. But we all kno« how the British 
Government behave in this matter* There was not even a 
shadow of change discernible in its methods* Its policy 
was dictated exactly in accordance with the habits of an 
imperialism a hundred and fifty years old* It decided 
its course of action and, without India being afforded in 
any maxiner and in the slightest degree an opportunity to 
declare freely her opinion, her participation in the War 
was announced* It was not even considered necessary to 
give those representative assemblies, imposed upon us by 
British diplomacy for purposes of show, an opportunity, 
of expressing their opinion* 
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FORCED INTO WAR 

The whole world knows^d so do we, how all 
the Saipire countries were given freedom of decision; the 
representative^ assemblies of Canada,Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Ireland, all of them arrived at an indepen¬ 
dent decision, in regard to their participation in the War, 
without the least outside interferenceo Not only this but 
when Ireland decided to remain neutral, no surprise was 
shown/ nor was a single voice raised against it in Great 
Britain. Mr. De Valera, in the very shadow of England, 
refused to extend his help to Britain in the War unless 
the question of Ulster was settled to his satisfaction. 

But what place did India occupy in this picture 
of the British Commonwealth? India is being told-to-day 
that the generous hand of Britain will confer upon her the 
precious gift of Dominion Status in the near but unknown 
future. '%en the War began, a war which will probably be ob 
of the greatest in the world, India was pushed into it 
suddently without her even realising that she was entering 
it. This fact alone was sufficient to show us which wmt 
the wind was blowing. But there was no need for us to 
hurry. Other opportunities were to come and the time was 
not distant when we could see the face of British Imperia¬ 
lism even more unmasked and at closer quarters. 

INTEB2UTI0NAL SITUATION 

When in 1914 the first spark was ignitM in a 
corner of the Balkans, England and France raised the cry 
of the rights of small nations. Later, President Wilson’s 
fourteen points came into view; their fate is well-known 
to the world. On that occasion the situation was different. 
After the last war, England and France, intoxicated with 
victory, adopted a course of action which necessarily 
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resulted in a reaction* This reaction grew. It took 
the shape of Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany, and 
unrestrained dictatorships, based on brute force, challenged 
the peace and freedom of the world. When this happened, 
inevitably the world aligned itself in two rival campsJ 
one Sui-porting democracy and freedom; the other encouraging 
the forces of reaction. And in this way a new picture of 
the coming war began to take shape. Mr. Chamberlain*s 
Government, to which the existence of Soviet Russia was 
much more unbearable than the existence of Fascist Italy 
and Nazi Germany and which considered Russia to be a living 
challenge to British imperialism, continued to urtiieh this 
situation for three years. Not only this, but by its atti¬ 
tude it clearly and repeatedly encouraged Fascist and Nazi 
ambitions. Abyssinia, Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakia and 
Albania, disappeared as free countries, one after the other, 
from the map of the world. And Great Britain, by her vaci¬ 
llating policy, continually assisted in the destruction of 
their freedom. But when this course of action produced its 
natural and ultimate result and Nazi Germany marched ahead 
unchecked, the British Government found itself compelled 
to enter the arena of war. Had it not done so then, the pow¬ 
er of Germany would have become anji( intolerable menace to 
British imperialism* Now the new slogans of freedom, world 
peace, democracy, took the place of the old cry of saving 
the smaller nations, and the whole world began to ring with 
these cries. The declaration of war on the 3rd September 
by Britain and France was made to the acccmpaniment of the 
resounding echoes of these slogans. The peoples of the 
world were bewildered and harassed by the brutal trial of 
strength and the worldwide unrest created by these new 
reactionary forces, and they lent a willing ear to the 
siren voices of these slogans. 
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THE CONGRESS DSMMD 

War was declared on the 3rd September and on 
the 7th September the All-India Congress Working Committee 
met at Wardha to deliberate upon the situation* What did 
the Working Committee do on this occasion ? All the 
declarations of the Congress made since 1936 were before 
it* It had also to face the action taken by the British 
Government in declaring India as a belligerent country* 
Undoubtedly the Congress could not have been blamed had 
it come to a final decision in accordance V7ith the logic 
of the situation. But it continued to keep vigilant watch 
on its mind and heart; it resisted the natural urge of the 
moment for an acceleration of pace; it deliberated upon 
every aspect of the matter, unemotionally and dispassiona¬ 
tely, and took the step which to-day entitles India to 
raise her head and say to the world that this was the only 
correct step which could have been then taken* The 
Congress postponed its final decisions and asked the 
British Government to state its war aims,for on this 
depended not only pe^ce and justice for India, but for 
the whole world* If India was being invited to participate 

in this war, she had a right to know why this war was being 
fought. What was its object ? If the result of this 
grim tragedy was not to be the same as that of the last 
war, and if it was really being fought to safeguard 
Freedom, Democracy and Peace and to bring a new order to 
the world then, in all conscience, India had a right to 
know, what would be the effect of these aims on her own 
destiny. 

The Working Committee formulated this demand in 
a long stat^aent which was published on the 14th September, 
19i9. If I express the hope that this statement will 
occupy an outstanding place in recent Indian history, I 
am sure I am not claiming too much of the future historian* 
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This is a simple but irrefutable document, based on 
truth and reason, and it can only be set aside by the 
arrogant pride of armed force* Though this cry was 
raised in India, in fact it was not of India only, but 
it was the agonised cry of wronged humanity, whose hopes 
had so often before been betrayed. Twenty-five years ago 
the world was plunged into one of the biggest infernos of 
death and destruction known to history, and yet this was 
but a preparation for a still bigger catastrophe. The 
world was bewitched and its hopes were kindled by cries of 
freedom for small nations, collective security, self- 
determination, disarmament, L?ague of Nations and inter¬ 
national arbitration, and of similar high sounding phrases. 
But what was the result in the end ? IVery cry proved 
false; every vision that seemed so real to us, vanished 
as a dream. Again nations are being plunged into the 
blood and fire of war. Should we part with reason and 
reality so completely as not even to ask v/hy this is being 
done and how this affects our destiny before plunging into 
this deluge of death and destruction ? 

BRITISH G0VT.*S AHSBBR 

In answer to this demand of the Congress a regular 
series of statements were made on behalf of the British 
Government, both in England and in India. The first link 
of the series was the Delhi declaration of the Viceroy, 
dated the 17th October. This lengthy statement is perhaps 
a finished example of that peculiarly involved and tiring 
style which characterises the official literature of the 
Governnent of India. After reading page after page of 
tMs statement, the curtain is at last lifted with hesi¬ 
tation. We have a glimpse. We are told then that if we 
want to know the war aims we must read a speech by the 
Prime Minister of Britain, and this speech deals only with 
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the peace or Europe and with the adjustment or intema-cioiial 

relations. Even the words "Freedom” and "D^ocracy” are 

not to be found in the Viceroy*s statement. So far as 

m 

India is concerned, it only reaffi^fs the policy laid down 
in the preamble of the 1919 Act, which is now embodied in 
the 1935 Act. To-day that policy continues to be the same; 
there is nothing to add to it or to improve it. 

FIRST STEP OF CONGRESS 

On the 17th of October, 1939, the statement of 
the Viceroy was published and the Working Committee met 
to deliberate upon it on the 22nd October at llardha. Without 
any discussion it came to the conclusion that this reply 
could under no circumstances be considered satisfactory, 
and that it should now unhesitatingly give the decision, 
which it had postponed till then. The decision of the 
Working Committee was as follows : 

”In the circumstances, the Committee cannot 
possibly give any support to Great Britain, for it would 
amount to an endorsement of the imperialistic policy which 
the Congress has always sought to end. is a first step 
in this direction, the Committee ca].l upon the Congress 
Ministries to tender their resignations.” 

As a result of this decision the Congress Minis¬ 
tries in eight Provinces resigned. 

This was but the first step which the Congress 
took in the series of events. Now we have to see to v;hat 
these events led. The communique of the Viceroy issued 
on the 5th February from Delhi giving the resume of the 
talk between him and Mahatma Gandhi, and Mahatma Gandhi’s 
statement of the 6th February may be regarded as the last 
of this series. We all know the substance of the Viceroy’s 
statement. The British Government, it is stated, fully 
desires that India should, in the shortest time possible 
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ulider the circumstances,attain the status of a British 
dominion, and that the transition period should be as 
short as possible* But it is unwilling to concede to 
India the right of framing her own constitution and 
deciding her om destiny through her om elected repre¬ 
sentatives without outside interference. In other words, 
the British Government does not accept the position that 
India has got the right of self-determination# 


IMPERIALISM m ASKBD 


At the first touch of reality the structure of 
make-belief fell to pieces* For the last four years the 
world resounded v/ith cries of democracy and freedom. The 
utterancjs of the most responsible spokemen of England 
and France in this regard are so fresh in our memory as 
not to need recall. But the moment India raised this 
question, the reality behind these utterances was unveiled. 
Now we are told that, without doubt, safeguarding the 
freedom of nations is the aim of this war but that this 
is confined within the geographical limits of Europe. 

The peoples of Asia and Africa should not dare to have any 
such hopes* Mr. Chamberlian has made this even more clear 
in his Birmingham speech of the 24th February, though we 
never had any doubts about the matter. He confirmed the 
British Government's action by his words. Proclaiming 
British war aims, he stated that they were fighting to 
secujpe that small nations in Europe shall henceforth live 
in security, free from the constant threat of aggression 
against their independence. 

Though this answer about war aims has been given 

bxo-Ul / ct* 

through a British spokesman, yet in interprets 

'wi c u Lv' 

the real is^tfflhj^'of Europe as a whole which has been 
known to the world for the last two hundred years. In 
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the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries whatever principles 
were accepted for individual and collective human freedom, 
the right to claim them and to benefit from them was limited 
to European nations, ind even amongst them, its applica¬ 
tion was confined to the Christian nations of Europ^. To¬ 
day, in the middle of the twentieth century, the world has 
so changed thot the thoughts and actions of the last century 
read like ancient history, and appear to us as faded land¬ 
marks in the distance. But we will have to admit that there 
is at least one distinctive landmark of Europe emphasizing 
human rights which have not faded and is still with us. 

We have not passed it yet, or achieved those rights# 

NO CHMGB IN OUTLOOE 

This reality has been brought home to us again 
by the problem of our own political and national rights 
in India, i/hen, after the declaration of vrar, we raised 
the question of war aims and their effect on Indians des¬ 
tiny, we were r.ot forgetful of British policy in 1917,& 1919 
We wanted to know how in the year 1939, when the world was 
covering the track of centuries in the course of days, 
England looked at India. Had that look changed ? We were 
'given a clear reply that it had not; even now there was no 
change in that imperialist outlook. We are told to believe 
that the British Government is very desirous that India 
shbuld attain the status of a dominion, in the shortest 
possible period. We knew even before that the British 
Government had expressed this desire. Now we know that they 
are very anxious indeed. 

But it is not a question of the desire or of the 
measure of the desire of the British Government. The 
straight and simple question is of India’s right; whether 

f 

she is entitled to determine her own fate or not. On the 
answer to this question depend the answers to all other 
questiore of the day. This question forms the foundation 
stone of the Indian problem; India will not allow it to be 
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removed, for if it is displaced, the whole structure of 
Indian nationalism will collapse* 

So far as the question of war is concerned our 
position is quite clear. We see the face of British im¬ 
perialism as clearly now as we did in the last war, and 
we are not prepared to assist in its triumph by paEttci- 
pating in the War* Our case is crystal clear* We do not 
¥ish to see British imperialism triumphant and stronger 
and thus lengthen the period of our own subjection to it* 

We absolutely refuse to do so* Our way lies patently 
in the opposite direction* 

WHERE WS STMD 

Let us return to our starting point and consider 
once again whither the step that we took after the declara¬ 
tion of war on the 3rd September is leading us* Where do 
we stand to-day ? The answer to both these questions is 
by this time apparent to your minds and is hovering on 
your lips* It is not even necessary that your lips 
should tell me for I feel the quivering of your hearts* 

The step of temporary and partial cooperation which we took 
in 1957, we withdrew after the declaration of War, Inevi¬ 
tably we inclined towards further steps in non-co-operation* 
As we stand to-day, we have to decide whether we shouldmaich 

forward in this direction or go backward, VIhen once a 

kjxlt 

step is taken, there is no stopping* To cry feait, is to go 
back, and we refuse to go back* We can only, therefore, go- 
forward* I am sure that the voice of every one of you 
joins mine when I proclaim that we must and will go forward* 

MUTUAL gETTLEMENT 

In this connection one question naturally faces 
us* It is the verdict of history that in a struggle betweenj 
nations, no power forgoes its possessions unless compelled i 
to do so* 
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Principles of reason and morality have affected 
the conduct of individuals but have not affected the 
selfish conduct of Powers that dominate# To-day even 
in the middle of the twentieth century, we witness how the 
new reactionary forces in Europe have shattered man’s 
faith in individual and collective human rights# In plf^ce 
of justice and reason, brute force has become sole 
argument in the determination of rights# But while the 
world is presenting this depressing picture, there is 
another side, the hopeful side, which cannot be ignored# 

V/e see countless millions sO-l over the world, without any 
distinction, awakening to a new consciousness which is 
spreading everywhere with great rapidity. This new consci¬ 
ousness is tired of the utter hopelessness of the old 
order, and is impatient for a new order based on reason, 
Justice and peace# This new awakening which arose after the 
last War and took root in the deepest recesses of the human 
soul, has now come to dominate men’s minds end their utter¬ 
ances# Pethaps there is no parallel in history to the 
of this awakening. 

In these circumstances was it beyond the realm of 
possibility that history should, contrary to its old 
record^ take a new step ? Was it impossible that two 
great peoples of the world, who had been tied together by 

the course of events as rulers and ruled, should create 

CTH. 

a new relationship between them, btsed^reason, justice 
and peace? If that had been possible, the sorrows born 

of world war would have given place to a new-born hopej 

U-ShcTCol 

and the new order of reason and justice would have 
in a new dawn. If the British people could have proudly 
said to the world to-day that they had added such a new 
example to history, what a vast and unparalleled triumph 
this Would have been for humanity# Certainly this was not 
an impossibility, but it was an amazingly difficult thing 
to do# 
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GANDHIJI»S GREAT SOUL 

In the preveiling darkness of the times, it is 
faith in the bright side of human nature which sustains 
the great soul of Mahatma Gandhi# He is always prepared 
to take advantage of every opening which might lead to a 
mutual settlement without feeling thst he is weakening his 
unassailable position# 

Since war began, several members of the British 
cabinet have tried to make the world believe that the old 
order of British imperialism has ended, and that to-day 
the British nation has no other aims except those of peace 
and justice# Which country could have more warmly accla¬ 
imed such a declaration than India ? But the fact is that 
in spite of these declarations, British imperialism stands 

in the way of peace and justice to-day exactly as it did 
before the War# The Indian demand was the touch-stone 
for all such claims# They were so tested and found to be 
counterfeit and untrue# 


MINORITIES AWD THE FUTUHB 

I have breifly placed before you the real question 

of the day# That is the vital question for us, all else 

are subsidiary to it. It was in relation to that question 

ttb 

that the Congress put forward itt inviation to the British 
Government in September last, and KtMfiSS made a clear 
and simple demand to which no community or group could 
possibly object. It was not in our remotest thoughts 
that the communal question coL'ld be raised in this 
connection# We realise that there are some groups in the 

country which cannot keep step with the Congress in the 

or 

political struggle/iaa go as far as the Congress is pre¬ 
pared to go; we Imow that some do not agree with the method 
of direct action which the great majority of political 
India has adopted# But so far as the right of the Indian 
people to independence is concerned and the full admission 
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of India’s birth-right to freedom, an awakened and impa¬ 
tient India has passed far beyond the early stages and 
none dare oppose our demando Even those classes who 


ULsr 

cling to their special interests and fear change 
this might affect them adversely, are rendered helpless 
by the spirit of the times* They have to admit and to 


agree to the goal we have set before us« 


A time of crisis is a testing time for aU of us 
and ao the great problem of the dav has tested us and expose 
many an aspect of our present-'wy p^d.itics* It has laid 
bare also the reality that lies behind the communal problem* 
Repeated attempts were made, bet!' England sxid India, 
to mix up the communal opaestion with the vital political 
question of the day and thus to confuse the real issue* 

Again and again, it was sought to convince the world that 
the problem of the minorities barred the way to a proper 
solution of India’s political problem* 

IMPERIALISM STILL mEIGIIS 


For a hundred and fifty years British imperialism 
has pursued the polity of divide and rule, and by emphasi¬ 
sing internal consolidation of its om power* That 
was the evitable resixlt of India’s political subjection, 
and it is folly for us to complain and grow bitter* A 
foreign government can never encourage^ internal unity in 
the subject country for disunity is the surest guarantee 
for the continuance of its own domination* But when we were 
told, and the world was asked to believe, that British 
imperialism had ended, and the long chapter of Indian his¬ 
tory dominated by it had closed, was it unreasonable for 
us to expect that British statesmen would at last give 
up this evil inheritance and not exploit the communal 
situation for political ends ? But the time for this is 
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yet distant; we may not cling to such vain hopes. So 
the last five months with their succession of events have 
established# Imperialism, in spite of all assurances to 
the contrary still flourishes; it has yet to be ended# 

But whatever the roots of our problems might 
be, it is obvious that India, like other countries has her 
ssa internal problems* Of these, the communal problem is 
an important one# We do not and cannot expect the British 
Government to deny its existence# The communal problem 
is undoubtedly with us, and if we waiit to6 go ahead, we 
must need take it into account^ Every step that we take 
by ignoring it will be a wrong step. The problem is 
there, to admit its existence, however, does not mean 
that it shoiild be used as a weapon against India's national 
freedom# British Imperialism has always exploited it to 
this end. If Britain desires to end her imperialistic 
methods in India and close that dismal chapter of 
history, then the first signs of the change must naturally 
appear in her treatment of the communal problem# 

THE COIIGRESS POSITION 

What is the Congress position in regard to tiiis 
problem ? It has been the claim of the Congress, from its 
earliest beginnings, that it considers India as a nation 
and takes every step in the interest of the nation as a 
whole* This entitles the world to examine this claim 
strictly and the Congress must establish the truth of its 
assertion# I wish to examine afresh this question frcmi 
this point of view* 

There can be only three aspects of the communal 
problem; its existence, its importance and the method 
of its solution* 

The entire history of the Congress demonstrates 
that it has always acknox/1 edged the existance of the 
problem* It has never tried to minimise its importance* 
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In dealing with this problem, it followed a policy which was 
the most suitable under the circumstances. It is difficult 
to conceive of a different or better course of action. If 
however, a better course could be suggested the Congress 
was always, and is to-day, eager to welcome it. 

TWO 3A3IC PRIhCIPLaS 

We could attach no greater Importance to it, 
than to make it the first condition for the attainment 
of our national goal. The Congress has always held this 
belief; no one can challenge this factJlJ. It has always 
held to two basic principles in this connection, and 
every step was taken deliberately with these in view, 

(1) Whatever constitution is adopted for India 
there must be the fullest guarantees in it for the rights ocvvl 
interests of minorities. 

(2) The minorities should judge for themselves 
what safeguards are necessary for the protection of their 
rights and interests. The majority should not decide 
this. Therefore the decision in this respect must de¬ 
pend upon the consent of the minorities and not on a majo¬ 
rity vote. 

The question of the minorities is not a special 
Indian problem. It has existed in other parts of the world. 

I venture to address the world from this platform and to 
enquire whether any juster and more equitable course of 
action can be adopted in this connection, than the one 
suggested above ? If so, what is it ? Is there any thing 
lacking in this approach, which necessitates that the 
Congress be reminded of its duty ? The Congress has always 
been ready to consider any failure in the discharge of its 
duty. It is so prepared to-day. 
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I have been in the Congress for the last nineteen 
years. During the whole of this period there is not a 
single important decision of the Congress in the shaping 
of which I have not had the honour to participate. I 
assert that during these last nineteen years, not for a 
single day did the Congress think of solving this problem 
in any way other than the way I have stated above. This 
was not a mere assertion of the Congress, but its deter¬ 
mined and decided course of action. Many a time during 
the last fifteen years, this policy was subjected to the 
severest tests, but it stood firm as a rock. 

MINORITISS RIGHTS 

The manner in which the Congress has dealt with 
this problem to-day in connection with the Constituent 
Assembly, throws a flood of light on these two principles 
and clarified them. The recognised minorities have a 
right, if they so please, to choose their representatives 
by their votes. The representatives will not have to 
re^ly upon the votes of any other community except their 
ovm. So far as the question of the rights and the inter¬ 
ests of the minorities is concerned, the decision will 
not depend upon the majority of the votes in the Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly. It will be subject to the consent of the 
minority. If unanimity is not achieved on any question, 
then an impartial tribunal, to which the minorities have 
also consented, will decide the matter. This last 
proviso is merely in the nature of a provision for a 
possible contigency, and is most unlikely to be required. 
If a moi^e practical proposal is made, there can be no 
objection to it. 

When these principles are accepted and acted upon 
by the Congress, what is it that obliges British statesmen 
to remind us to often of the problem of the minorities 
and to make the world believe that this stands in the way 
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of Indian freedom? If it is really so, does not the 
British Government recognise clearly India's freedom and 
give us an opportunity to solve this problem for ever 
by mutual agreement amongst ourselves ? 

Dissensions were sown and encouraged amongst us, 
and yet we are taunted because of them* Me are told to 
put an end to our communal conflicts, but o portunity 
to do so is denied us* Such is the position delibera¬ 
tely created to thwart us; such are the chains that bind. 

But no difficulties or constraints can deter us from taking 
the right steps with courage and fortitude* Our path is 
full of obstacles but we are determined to overcome them* 
FUTURE OF tfJSLIMS 

We have considered the problem of the minori¬ 
ties of India* But are the Muslims such a minority as to 
have the least doubt or fear about their future ? A small 
minority may legitimately have fears and apprehensions, 
but can the Muslims allow themselves to be disturbed by 
them ? I do not know how many of you are familiar with 
my writings twentyeight years ago, in the "Al-Hilal", If 
there are any such here, I would request them to refresh 
their memories* Sven then I gave expression to my convi¬ 
ction, and I repeat this to-day, that in the texture of 
Indian politics, nothing is farther removed from the 
truth than to say that Indian Muslims occupy the position 
of a political minority* It is equally absurd for them 
to be apprehensive about their rights and interests in 
a democratic India* This fundamental mistal.e has opened 

the door to countless mis-understandings. False arguments 

buillt 

were baiid up on wrong premises* This error, on the one 
hand, brought confusion into the minds of Musalmans about 
their own true position, and on the other hand, it involved 
the world in misunderstandings, so that the picture of India 
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could not be seen in right perspective# 

AI^ UNTRUE PICTURE 

If time hsd permitted, I would have told you in 

detail, how, during the last sixty years, this artificial 

and untrue picture of India was made, and whose hands 

traced it# In effect, this was the result of the same 

policy of divide and rule which took particular shape in 

the minds of British officialdom in India after the 

Congress launched the national movement. The object of 

this was to prepare the Musalmans for use against the new 

political awakening# In this plan, prominence was given 

to two points. First : that India/1 was inhabited by 

two different communities, the Hindus and the Musalmans, 

and for this reason no demand co’old be made in the name of 

a united nation. Second ; that numerically the Musalmans 

were far less than the Hindus, and because of this, the 

necessary consequence of the establishment of democratic 

to 

institutions in India would be/establisb^^ the rule of 
the Hindu majority and to jeopardise the existence of the 
Muslims# I shall not go into any greater detail now.Sxhoiuld 
you however wish to Imovr the early history of this matter, 

I would jlrefer you to the time of Lord Dufferin, a 
fo rraer Viceroy of India, and Sir Auckland Colvin, a former 
Lieutenant Governor of the N.H.P#, now the United 
Provinces# 

Thus were sown the seeds of disunity by British 
Imperialism ofi Indian soil# The plant grew and was aurtured 
and spread its nettles, and even though fifty years have 
passed since then the roots are still there# 

MUSLIMS NOT A MI?^ 0RTTY 
Politically speaking, the word minority does 
not mean just a group that is numerically smaller and 
therefore entitled to special protection. It means a 
group that is so small in number and so lacking in 
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other qualities that give strength, that it has r.o confi¬ 
dence in its own capacity to protect itself from the much 
larger group that surrounds it* It is not enough that the 
group should be relatively the smaller, but that it should 
be absolutely so small as to be incapable of protecting 
its interests. Thus this is ot merely a question of num¬ 
bers; other factors count also. If a country has two 
major groups numbering million and two millions respectively 
it does not necessarily follow thet because one is half 
the other, therefore it must call itself politically a 
minority and consider itself weali. 

If this is the right test, let us apply it to 
the position of the Muslims in India. You will see at a 
("Isnce a vast concourse, spreading out all over the country; 
they stand erect, and to imagine that they exist helplessly 
as a "minority” is to delude oneself* 

The Muslims in India number between eighty and 
ninety millions. The same type of social or racial divi¬ 
sions, which affect other communities, do not divide them. 
The powerful bonds of Islamic brotherhood and equality 
have protected them to a large extent from the weakness 
that flows from social divisions. It is true that they if 
number only one-fourth of the total population; but the 
question is not one of population ratio, but of the large 
numbers and the strength behind them. Can suci' a vast 
mass of humanity have any legitimate reason for apprehen¬ 
sion that in a free and democratic India, it might be 
unable to protect its rights and interests? 

UNF0mE)£D APPxiEESIvSIQFS 

These numbers are not confined to any particular 
area but spread out unevenly over different parts of the 
country. In four provinces out of eleveii in India there 
is a Muslim majority, the other religious groups being 
minorities. If British Baluchistan is added there are 
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live provinces with Muslim majorities* Sven if we are 
compelled at present to consider this question on a basis 
of religious groupings, the position of the Muslims is not 
that of a minority only. If they are in a minority in 
seven provinces, they are in a majority in five. This 
being so there is absolutely no reason v;hy they should be 
oppressed by the feeling of being a minority# 

vifhatever may be the details of the future consti¬ 
tution of India, we know that it will be an All-India fede¬ 
ration which is, in the fullest sense, democratic, and every 
unit of which v/ill have autonomy in regard to internal 
affairs. The fe4ral centre will be concerned only with 
All-India matters of common concern, such as, foreign 

relations, defence, customs, etc. 

Under the circumstances, can any one who has 
any conceptio - of the actual working of a democratic 
constitution,allow himself to be led astray by this false 
issue of majority and minority, I cannot believe for an 
instant thrt there can be any room whatever for these 
misgivings in the picture of India’s future. These 
apprehensions are arising because, in the words of a British 
statesman regarding Ireland, we are yet standing on the 
banks of the river and, though wishing to swim, are iinwill - 
ing to enter the water. There is only one remedy; we 
should take the plunge fearlessly. No soonsr is tkis 
done, we shall realise that all our apprehensions were 
without foun "ation. 

A BISIG QUESTION 

It is now nearly thirty years since I first 
attempted to examine this question as an Indian Ilusalman. 

The majority of the Muslims then were keeping completely 
apart from the political struggle and they were influenced 
by the same mentality of aloofness and antogonism, which 
prevailed amongst them previously in the year 1888. This 
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dfepcessing atmosphere did not prevent me from giving my 
snxious thought to this matter, and I reached quickly a 
final conclusion, which influenced my belief and action. 

I saw India, with all her many burdens, marching ahead 
to her future destiny. We were fellow-passengers in this 
boat and we could not ignore its swift passage through 
the waters; and so it became necessary for us to come to a 
clear and final decision about our plan of action. How were 
v^-e to do so ? Not merely by skimming the surface of the 
problem but by going down to its roots, and then to 
consider our position. I did so and I relised that the 
solution of the whole problem depended on the answer 
to one question : 

Do we, Indian Muslamans, view the free India 
of the future with suspicion and distrust or with courage 
and confidence ? 

If we viev; it v/ith fe?*r and suspicion, then 
undoubtedly we have to follow f different path. No present 
declaration, no promise for the future, no constitutional 
safeguards, can be a remedy for our doubts and fears. We 
are then forced to tolerate the existence of a third power. 
This third power is already entrenched here and has no 
intention of vrithdrawing and, if we follow this path of 
fear, v/e must needs loolr forward to its continuance. But 
if we are convinced that for us fear and doubt have no 
place, and that we must view the future with courage and 
confidence in ourselves, then our course of action becomes 
absolutely clear. We find ourselves in a new world, which 
is free from the dark shadows of doubt,vacillation, inaction 
and apathy, and where the light of faith and determina¬ 
tion, action and enthusiasm never fails. The confusions 
of the times, the ups and downs that come our way, the 
difficulties that beset our thorny path, cannot change 
the direction of our steps. It becomes our bounden duty 
then to march with assured steps to Indiaii's national 
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gosX* 

I arrived at tiiis definite conclusion witiiout 
the least hesication and every fibre of my being revolted 
against the former alternative. I could not bear the 
thought of it. I could not conceive it possible for a 
Musalman to tolerate this, unless he has rooted out the 
spirit of Islam from every corner of his being. 

THE FIRST EFFORTS 

I started the Hilal” in 1912 and 
, . - , . . - . , ^ 
ilroffl^iKK.ery put this conclusion of mine 

before the Muslims of India, I need not remind you that 

my cries were not without effect. The period from 1912 

to 1918 marked a new phase in the political awakening 

of the Muslims. Towards the end of 1920, on my release 

after four yerrs of internment, I found that the political 

ideology of the Musalmans had broken through its old 

mould and was taking another shape. Twenty years have gone 

by and much has happened since then. The tide of events 

has ever risen higher, and fresh waves of thought have 

enveloped us. But this fact still remains unchanged, 

that the general opinion amongst the Muslims is opposed to 

going back. 

That is certain; they are not prepared to retrace 
their steps. But again they are full of doubts about 
their future path, I am not going into the reasons for 
tiiis; I shall only try to imderstand the effects. I 
would remind my co-religionists that to-day I stand exactly 
where I stood in 1912 when I addressed them on this issue, 

I have given thought to all those innumerable occurrences 
which have happened since then; my eyes have watched them, 
my mind has pondered over them* These events did not 
merely pass me by; I v^as in the midst of them, a parti¬ 
cipant, and I examined every circumstance with care. I 

cannot be false to what I have mjFself seen and observed: 

I cannot quarrel with my own coiviction; I cannojr stifle 
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the voice of my conscience. I repeat to-day what 
I have said throughtout this entire period, that the 
ninety millions of Muslims of India have no other right 
course of action than the one to which I invited them 
in 1912. 

Some of my co-religionists, who paid heed to my 
call in 1921, are in disagreement with me to-day. I 
do not wish to find fault with them, but I would make 
appeal to their sincerity and sense of responsibility, 

We are dealing v/ith the destinies of peoples and nations. 

We cannot come to right conclusions if we are swept away 
by the passions of the moment. We must base our judgements 
on the solid realities of life. It is true thrt the sky 
is overcast to-day and the outlook is dark. The Muslims 
have to come into the light of reality. Let them examine 
every aspect of the matter again to-day, and they will find 
no other course of action open to them. 

A miTSD NATION 

I am a Musalman and am proud of that fact. Islam’s 
splendid traditions of thirteen hundred years are my 
inheritiance. I am unwilling to lose even the smallest 
part of {his inheritiance. The teaching and history of 
Islam, its arts and letters and civilisation are my 
wealth and my fortune. It is my duty to protect them. 

As a Musalman I have a special interest in 
Islamic religion and culture and I cannot tolerate any 
interference with them. But in addition to these senti¬ 
ments, I have others also which the realities and conditions 
of my life have forced upon me. The spirit of Islam 
does not come in the way of these sentiments; it guides 
and helps me forward, I am proud of being an Indian. 

I am a part of the indivisible unity that is Indian 
nationality. I am indispensable to this noble edifice 
and without me this splendid structure of India is 
incomplete. I am an essential element which has gone to 
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build India# I can never surrender this claim# 

INDIANS DESTINY 

It was Indians historic destiny that many human 
races and cultures and religions should flow to her, 
finding a home in her hospitable soil, and that many a 
a caravan should find rest here# Even before the dawn 
of history, these caravans trekked into India and wave 
after wave of new-comers followed. This vast and fertile 
land gave welcome to all and took them to her bosom# One 
of the last^'^hese caravans, following the footsteps of its 
predecessors, was that of the followers of Islam# This 
came here and settled here for good. This led to a meeting 
of the culture-currents of two different races. Like 
the Gsnga and Jumna they followed for a while through 
separate courses, but nature’s immutable law brought them 
together and joined them in ’sangam’. This fusion was a 
notable eventin history^ Since then, destiny, in her own 
hidden way, began to fashion a new India in place of 
the old, i^e brought our treasures with us and India too 
was fu'l of the riches of her om precious heritage. We 
gave our wealth to her and she unlocked the doors of 
her own treasures to us. We gave her, what she needed most 
the most precious of gifts from Islam’s treasury, the 
message of democracy and human equality. 

Full eleven centuries have passed by since then, 
Islam has now as great a claim on the soil of India as 
Hinduism, If Hinduism has been the religion of the people 
here for several thousands of years, Islam also has been 
their religion for a thousand years. Just as a Hindu can 
say with pride that he is an Indian and follows Hinduism, 
so also we can say with equal pride that we are Indians and 
follow Islam, I shall enlarge this orbit still further. 

The Indian Christian is equally entitled to say with 

pride that he is an Indian and is following a religion of 
India namely Christianity, 
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C0I#I0N ACLiSVaOTTS 


Eleven hundred years of common history have 
enriched India with our common achievements. Our langua¬ 
ges, our poetyy, our literature, our culture, our art, 
our dress, our manners and customs, the innumerable 
happenings of our daily life, everything bears the stamp 
of our^endeavour. There is indeed no aspect of our life 
which has escaped this stamp. Our languages were different, 
but we grew to use a common language; our manners and 
customs were dissimilar, but they acted and reacted on 
each other and thus produced a new synthesis* Our old 
dress may be seen only in ancient pictures of by-gone days; 
no one wears it to-day. This joint wealth is the heritage 
of r;r common nationality and we do not v/ant to ler"’e it 
and go back to the times when this joint life had net 


berun. If 
bring back 


u.o-o any -linduo amongst :i: who desire to 
the Hindu life of a thousand yeers ago and 


more, they dream, and such clreai;is are vain fantasies. So 
also if tnere are any Kuslims who wish to revive their past 


erviiiroti 


ff 


o’i 

from I 


culciire, which they brought a thousand 
ran and Central Asia, they dream also 


and the 
natural 


sooner they wake up the better, 
fancies which cannot talio root 


These are un¬ 
in the soil of 


r.ality, I am one of those who believe that revival may 
:e a necessity in a religion but in social natters it 
is a de,ial of progress. 

This thousand years of our joint life has moulded 
us into a common nationality, Tnis cannot be done arti¬ 
ficially, Ilatiu’e does her fashioning through her hidden 
processes in the course of centuries. The cast has been 
moulded and destiny has set her seal upon it. Whether 
we like it nor not, we have now become an Indian nation, 
united and indivisible, No fantasy or artificial scheming 
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to separate and divide can br3ak this unity* ¥e must 
accept the logic of fact and history and engage ourselves 
in the fashioning of our future destiny* 

CO K G L U S I 0 H 


I shall not take any more of your time* My 
address must end nov/*. But before I do so, permit me to 
remind you that our success depends upon three factors: 
unity, discipline and full confidence in Mahatma Gandhi*s 
leadership* The glorious past record of our movement was 
due to his great leadership, and it is only under his 
leadership that v/e can look forward to a future of succ¬ 
essful achievement* 

The time of our trial is upon us. have already 
focussed the world*s attention. Let us endeavour to 
prove ourselves worthy* -(GKITijilD PHE^S,) 




tfednes Marcli IMQ 



** Friends, you know the step we are going 
to take is beset v/ith dii'ficulties and dangers* But 
that cannot daunt our spirit* Even if we have 
sacrifice our lives we cannot be daunted* Th£t is v/hy 
despite the foul weather and torrential showers I have 
come before you. We will go on with our business and 
finish it in a short time. If in course of the night 
the sky clears up, which we hope will be the case, the 
session would reassemble to-morrow at 8 in the morning. 
In any case, it would meet to-morrow evening. As Presi¬ 
dent of this session I have said what I had to say and 
I declare the session open. I now call upon Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru to move the main resolution.” 
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MAI3LANA ABUL KALAM AZAD»S PARTING MESSAGE 

PRESIDENT PARTING MESSAGE 

Maul ana Abul Kalazn Azad, in Ms concluding 
speech, declared j 

” You have assembled here from various parts 
of the country. This township, which has been built up 
for the session, will be uprooted after your departure. 

But it Would have established a new city of hopes in 
your hearts. That city cannot be inhabited by mere 
shouts and threats, but by solid work. You should be 
able to understand the need of hour. The Congress has 
reached a stage when divergent and conflicting views 
are arising. This is not surprising in Itself. But we 
must all realise that unity is the essence of our orga¬ 
nisation. A lot has been said about leadership. The 
concensus of opinion favours Mahatma Gandhi's leadership. 
But some people do not believe in his methods. It is 
quite possible that people may differ with regard to 
methods. But the mere fact that they differ with regard 
to methods does not mean that h:.s method is faulty. It 
is open to those, who do not agree with his method to 
change the leadership. It cannot be bothways. They 
cannot have his leadership and yet not accept his methods. 

”If we want Mahatma Gandhi's leadership, we 
must accept his method and fulfil the conditions laid 
down by him before we can expect him to lead us. The 
issue is thus very simple. I am unable to understand 
why we make so much fuss about our differences." 

REVITALISING THE CONGRESS 

Dealing with the future Maulana Azad said that 
he proposed to reorientate the work of the Congress and 
assured the delegates that he would do his utmost to pre¬ 
vent Congress Committes from accumulating rust and 
lapsing into stagnation. 
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Maulana Azad proceeding referred to the 
Parliamentary programme, which, while it had strength¬ 
ened them, had also revealed some shortcomings# "These 
must be removed before any progress could be made and a 
new spirit should motivate the Congress Committee's 
work* V/e should not be carried away by dreams about 
aciiieveing independence, but must awake from our slumber 
We must bring back discipline in Congress ranks* It 
is an hour of trial for everyone and we must rise to 
the occasion and prove to the world that we can come out 
successful from the trials*” 
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COKCmSS, PLM FOR SmiJK^LE, ,-. RASHTRAPATI»S HINT 
A.I.C.C. EEORGANISATIOH PLAN 


Allahabad^Apl. 

That after finishiiig the next Congress Working OoBBnittee i&eetini 
to be held at Wardha on April 15, he intends to spend the following 
three months in some hill station probably l&issoorie, was what 
Haulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President said in course of a 
brief interview to the ‘United Press* representative Asked 

about what had been the result of the despatch of the Congress 

9 

resolution of the Ramgarh session to the Viceroy, the Maulana said 
that resolutions of the Congress Working Committee generally reach 
the quarters of the Government of India through t he Press and 
hence in this case also the same thing should have happened, and 
he was not aware of any result in the matter. 

U.P. MINORITY COMMITTEE 

Enquired whether he had attended the meeting of the United 
Provinces Minority Committee held yesterday afternoon at Anand 
fihawan Maulana Azad said that he was present, aid Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru was also present. He had given some advice to the Committee 
regarding its future programme of work. He had suggested them thA 
they should scrap out several sub-committees which existed in 
that organisation and make it into only one, namely the Minorities 
Committee. He wanted them to work in a more organised manner, briskl; 
and comprehensively. Allahabad would remain the headquarters for 
its office, and not Lucknow.. Doctor Z, Ahmad who is Joint Secretary^ 
U.P.C.C.^would act as Secretary of the Minorities Committee and 
Maulana Azad had advised them to push various work through that 
Committee regarding the minorities question in the province. 

DIVISION OF INDIA 

Asked about what he had to say in connection with tie resolution 
of the felim League at the Lahore session and Mr. Jinnah*s campaign 
for division of India, Mauliina Azad expressed disapproval of the 
move and said that he felt it so absurd and meaningless that he 
was not inclined even to say anything on it. But yet he would be 
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very soon writing a series of articles on the subject for the Press* 

U. P. CONGRESS RESOLUTION 

As regards the resolution passed by the Council of United 
Provinces Congress Coamittee the proceedings of which he watched 
Maulana Azad observed that he thoroughly approved it* He liked 
that similar steps may be taken by other provincial Congress 
bodies also* 

He also added that during the forthcoming Congress Working 
Committee meeting at Wardha a plan would be chalked out for all 
Provincial Congress Committees to transform their respective Provin¬ 
cial Congress Committees into similar supreme satyagraha committees 
as has been done by the U*P*C.C* Council and to form two or tiree 
other committees of the like nature added to the supreme Satyagraha 
committees in order that work would proceeded with speed* While 
watching the deliberations of the UPC*C* Council meeting he had advised 
them that their scheme of the formation of the supreme Satyagraha 
Coiamittee was what he had just liked, as instead of wasting time 
between now and the next Congress Working Committee Meeting when 
they would expect the full plan* Their going ahead with preparation 
as found in their resolution was a sound policy which could be 
followed by other provinces with profit* 

CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE VACANCY 

Asked whether he had been able to make his decision to fill the 
fifteenth place in the Working Committee which was still vacant, Mau¬ 
lana Azad said that he would make an announcement regarding his choice 
after about six days. As to who could be the probable person, he said 
that it would be better if he did not say anything at this stage* 

Asked whether the offer would he made to Acharya Narendra Dev, 

Maulana Azad said that it might be done so, but he would take 
the next six days for his announcement from Calcutta* 

Enquired about his health as he felt rather indisposed yesterday 
Maulana said his indisposition had continued this morning also, but 
he was gradually feeling normal. 

He hoped to remain at Allahabad till that evening* He will be 
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going Straight back to Calcutta* After attending the next Working 
Coaiiiiittee meeting at Wardha he intended to go to a hill station* 

As regards the Nationalist Muslim Conference to be held at Delhi 
he said that it had nothing to do with the Congress# But if his advice 
was sought by its members, he would be available to them at Delhi 
where he might go at the time of the Conference which is about 
March 27 and the following days* 

Asked about his plan of the reorganisation of the A.I#C*C* office 
he replied that though he was not able to visit the A.I*C*C office 
till now owing to his visits to the D.P* Congress Training Camp 
and the sitting of the Minority Coinmittee, he was studying various 
matters. But to-day he was going to the A.I.C.C. Office and would 
make all necessary detailed examination of things with a view to 
effect certain reorganisation plan* He would be issuing a statement 
regarding the plan he has decided upon. 
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WE HAV E TAKEN OUR DECISION 
COMING STRUGGLE 

Maulana Azad's Address To U«P* Congress Leaders 
Allahabad,April 5, 

” We have taken our decision and the nature of the circumstances 
is such that the time is not far when instead of our having to take 

the step, we will find our steps lifted of their own and we will be 

marching ahead in the thick of our trial,” said Moulana Abul Kajam 

Azad, addressing the Congress leaders at the closing function to-day 

in t he training camp at Naini* 

”We have accepted Gandhiji*s lead and his method and we will 
follow in his wake* The moment of our trial has come and we will not 
be found wanting”, added the Moulana# 

The Congress Working Committee will soon take up the matter 
of co-ordinating the volunteer work which is now going on in the 
different provinces throughout the country, declared Moulana Azad# 

The Moulana said that he had come for important consultations and 
found a pleasant surprise in the shape of the camp at Kaini# 

He continued s ” Believe me when I say that you have done 
valuable work during these eight days of the camp. You have set 
an example to the whole of the country^ The times are critical and 
we never know if there will be time for such practice again# That 
the leaders should have thrown themselves wholeheartedly in the 
volunteer spirit has great significance# It will break the psycho¬ 
logical barrier between the leaders and the volunteers# 

” Volunteer work is not of any secondary but of primary importance 

for us,” concluded Moulana Azad* "In fact, compulsory training in 

cu 

volunteering should be essential in the make up of a congressmj^n# 

I have always cherished the ideal of compulsory military drill, but 
somehow we have fallen short of it so far#" 

The Moulana felt satisfied with the progress that the volunteer 
movement had made in the United Provinces and with the valuable 
work done in this connection#- ( A#P#) 
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IMMIHEHCE OF COMIHG STRUGGLE PLEA FOR SELF- 
ANALYSIS 

Hastrapatl Inaugurates National Week 

Need For Whole Nation Standing Up As A Disciplined 
Unit Under Trusted And Tried Leader 

The importance of the constructive programme of the Congress 
as a preparation for the coming struggle was emphasised by Rastrapati 
Abul Kalam Azad, inaugurating the National Week organised by the 
newly-elected Bengal Provincial Congress Committee at the Wellington 
Square on Saturday evening# 

”We have enough of words, “ said Maulana Saheb s 
"Time for action has come# During the next seven days 
let us have the closest of self-analysis and retrospection 
to see whether we are prepared to fight for the contry*s 
freedom* Let us have a searching inquiry into our hearts 
and see whether we have realised the full implications of 
the principles of the constructive programme of the 
Congress so as to translate them into action#“ 

The speakers who followed all emphasised the imminence of 
the coming struggle and the need for t he whole nation standing 
up as a disciplined unit imder the command of the trusted and 
tried leader, Mahatma Gandhi* Appeals to close up ranks in 
view of the coming struggle were made. 

NEED OF HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY 

The meeting was well-attended* In view of the fact that it 
was the first public meeting organised by the newly elected Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee which has b-en formed after the 
election conducted by the Ad Hoc Committee, special significance 
attached to the meeting* There was no untoward happening* At the 
begining before the loud speaker began to work there were raised 
some shouts which had a hint of hostility# But these were not 
repeated** The proceedings were very orderly. 

Describing the attainment of Hindu Moslem unity as the first 

of the three principles in the constructive programme of the 
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Congress, the Maulaaa observed that t hey should spare no pains 
in bringing about such unity between the two ma^or communities 
of the country which would inject a new life into their national 
struggle. Awake and asleep, individually or in associations, they 
must try to promote unity in thoughCand deed, in order that the 
country might forge ahead in the struggle facing them. 

Dntouchability, the second factor in the constructive programme 
was a menace to the growth of the national life and they must make 
every effort to remove this national slur. 

Khaddar, proceeded the Maulana,was the third principle, but 
few at present understood its full implications. It broughCthe poorer 
of the masses nearer to them and thereby knit the people together. 

JALLIANWALLA BAG DAY 

Referring to the Jallianwalla Bag Day, the Congress President 

V Lt" 

said that the blood frjili.t on the 13th of April twenty years ago in 
Amritsar had inj^sed new blood into the people every year they 
met for a week to commemorate this incident and to mark the day 
which had given a new Impetus to the national life of India* 

”We must, during this week, make a searching enquiry into our 
hearts and see whether the so-called convictions that we uphold 
are sincere or k lip-deep and chalk out our paths accordingly." 

The Maulana referred to the death of the Rev. C. F. Andrews, 
whom he described as the man belonging to no particular nation, but 
to humanity. He also condoled the death of Mr. Mahim Chandra Das, 
the grand old man of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
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MEM«S PRO.GEAMHE 

In winding up the proceedings, Maulana Azad said that 
the time for action had come. They had enough of words. The 
next seven days should be spent in self-analysis and retros¬ 
pection in order to prepare themselves for the coming struggle. 
By this analysis they should leave out the dross from their 
heart and make it of pure gold. 

Referring to Bengal, Maulana Saheb said that Bengal had been 
the pioneer in the field of s|ruggle for freedom during the 
lat 50 years. Even a century ago while the whole country 
was steeped in darkness Raja Ram Mohan Roy was the standard 
bearer of national freedom. 

If Bengal did not Ov...upy the position she did formerly 
they held to consider calmly the reason for it. And after 
finding the reason they should set about to win back for 
Bengal her former position. He believed that Bengal who had 
led in the van of national struggle for freedom in the past 
would again win back her position of glory. 
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STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 

The Seed for Discip lined Action Emphasised 

OBSERV ANCE OF NATIONAL WEEK 

Rastrapati Condemns Rowdy Elements In Public 
Meetings 


A strong and scathing condemnation of the organised 
hooliganism, which of late has disfigured Bs^a^^ublic life^ 
was uttered by Rastrapati Abul Kalam Azad addressing a big assembla¬ 
ge that had gathered on Wednesday evening at Mahomed Ali Park in 

observance of the National Week. 

Sj. Surendra Mohan Ghosh occupied the chair* 

Rowdies, who brought about the dissolution of functions 
at Sradhananda and Deshbandhu Parks, said Maulana Azad, appeared 
to be men sent out by interested parties for the prupose and 
everything was carried out according to plans previously hatched. 

But those who sent minor boys to throw stones at their 
elders in a shameless manner must realise that the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee was not going to give up its work and programme 

for fear of those cowardly assaults. 

“I hope" the Rastrapati observed, " the B.P.C.C. will take 
up the chalange and continue to carry on its work non-violently 
and in right earnest even under shower of stones and brickbats." 

The deplorable events that had happened at the iM two 
meetings organised by the B.P.C.C. at the Shradohananda and 
Deshbandhu Parks, said Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, formed a disgrace- 
ful the public life of Bengid. Those who brought about 

the dissolution of these functions, it appeared, were sent out by 
interested parties for the purpose and everything was carried out 

according to plan previously hatched. 

As regards the incident at the Charka demonstration at 

Shradhananda Park, Maulana Azad proceeded, rowdies appeared at 
the scene while Congressmen were peacefully plyiJig their charkas. 
Many of them were assaulted? but^Wngressmen, who were spinning 
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there gave a slap to the assailants the latter would have been 
crushed out# But they were bound by the pledge of non-violence# 

They were not to retaliate but to suffer silently without offering 
any resistence* Maulana Azad congratulated the Congressmen on the 
patience and moderation they had exhibted on the occasion. 

Similar tactics were employed at Deshbandhu Park where 
two Congressmen received serious injuries. There too hooligans 
attempted to break up the meeting. The loudspeaker was interfered 
with m lights were put out and the meeting had to be prematurely 
abanodoned# 

If things went on in such a manner^ Maulana Azad added, 
public life in this province would soon be an impossibility. 

Events of similar character had happened at Narayangunj the other 
day# Those who sent minor boys to throw stones at their elders in 
such shameless manner must realise that the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee was not going to stop its work and programme for 
fear of cowardly assaults. 

He hoped that the B.P.C.C. would tak^p the challenge and 
continue to carry on its work non-violently arc' in right earnest 
even under shower of stones and brickbats. 

Proceeding Maulana Azad drew the attention of the audience 
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to the three-fold programme of the Congress, namely Hindu-J^slim 
unity, abolition of untouchability and propagation of spinning and 
Khaddar. They must search their hearts and ask themselves whether 
they were carrying out each of the above programmes as they ought 
to have done. 

The evil of untouchabij^lity had been eating into the vitals 
of the nation. If India wanted to achieve freedom it was the bounds 
-en duty of every Indian to treat his depressed fellowmen as his 
equal and extend to them fair and equitable treatment in every 
respect. 

Maulana Sahib was pained to see such things as *Hindu tea 
and Ifoslim tea* 'Hindu water and ^slim water* as they hawked in 

railway stations. If Railways had been a provincial matter 




April. 


and the Congress Governments ran the administration these 
distinctions would certainly have been removed* These things, 
in his estimation did not serve the purpose of unity between the 
two communities. 

The door to freedom would always remain closed to the Indians 
if they failed to carry out the constructive programme recommended 
by the Congress and wipe out the divisions that existed among 
them. 
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PREPARING FOR COMING F IGHT NEXT CONGRESS MOVE 

Congressmen To Be Asked To Resign From Local 
Bodies 

POLICY REGARDING LEGISLATUiiES 

Proposals Before Working Committee J Moulana 
Asad Interviewed 

WARDHA, April 13. 

The view that Congressmen in local bodies all over India would 
soon have to resign their membership of those bodies WuS expressed 
by Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Congress President, interviewed at 
Nagpur this evening en route to Wardha. 

He added that when the Congress was on the threshold of 
a big struggle it was useless for Congressmen to divert their 
attention to other secondary matters# 

Maulana Azad said that the question of Congress members 
resigning their seats in the Legislatures in the Provinces</here 
they were not in a majority such as Bengal, Assam and the 
Punjab was also engaging his attention and would be considered 
by the Congress Working Committee at Wardha. 

He would have asked Congress members in the Legislatures 
even in majority Provinces to come out, but that perhaps would 
give British Government an opportunity to form minority Ministries 
in those Provinces and the proposal, therefore, could not be 
entertained# 

• ill* 

GANDHIJI*S PROGRAMME 

“Mahatma Gandhi has placed before the country a triple 
constructive programme, namely, Hindu-Maslim unity, Harijan uplift 
and charkha and khadi and we should endeavour to make it a success, 
declared Maulana Abul Kalam Azad addressing a public meeting here 
to-nighto 

The Maulana exhorted Congressmen to strive for Hidu-ilisliffi 
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unity without which progress was difficult. ‘*Weakmen cannot be world 
teachers!*• he added, **They must be strong enough so that India 
can give a special message to the world". 

Referring to untouchability the Maulana saids "If we cannot 
treat harijans as equals we cannot ask for equality. Khadi and 
charka provide food for the needy and the poor and they have special 
significance in our programme. - (A.P.). 
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PUSTRAPATI*S REPLY TO ZETLAND 
INDIA SPEECH. IN LOR M 

Constituent Assembly Meets Every Difficulty 

R a i s e d 

POSITION UNCHANGED BY STATEMENT 

Eknphasis On Right of Self-Determination s 
Britain*s Umrillingness to Part 
with Power* 


WARDHAGANJ, April 22. 


MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD, Congree President, prior to his 


departure for Calcutta this morning issued the following statement 
to the United Press on Lord Zetland*s recent speech in Parliament 
on India 5- 

”Lord Zetland *s speech leaves things where they have been 
since the break down of the negotiations between Lord Linlithgow 
and Gandhi^i in February last. 

” I can only say that every difficulty that the Secretary of 
State raises in complete/met by the proposed Ccnsitituent Assembly 
The issue is simple. Is the British Government prepared to admit 
the right of self-determination for India ? If she is, then, there 
can be only one proper method of finally deciding all the problems 
that is, they should be referred to the elected representatives of 
India • Only such an Assembly can deal with problems relating 
to Hindus and I^slims and the Indian States* 

” But if the British Government is not prepared to accept this 
position then it is clear that they want to hold India by force. 
In such a case there can be no common ground for mutual under¬ 
standing. I, therefore, fail to understand why the Secretary of 
State continues to repeat the difficulty about the minorities 
^ and the Princles. ” 


CHARGE OF COERCING MINORITIES REFUTED 

” Who wants the British Governe»fefi to coerce the minorities 

A 

against their will ? Who says that a decision should be forced 
on the unwilling Nbssalmans ? The Congress does not want to 
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dicfete its own terms to others. It admits the fullest right of tie 
minorities to formulate their own safeguards* It has no hesitation 
in admitting the right of the Muslims to determine their own method 
for Safeguarding their rights and interests through their represen¬ 
tatives# It only wants the recognition of a correct and democratic 
method of approach to t^e problems# The recognised minorities can 
send their representatives to the Assembly through separate electo¬ 
rates, if they choose to do so# So far as the settlement of their 
problem is concerned, it would not depend bn the vote of the majo¬ 
rity# 

LEAGUE SCHEME 


" The Muslim League has presented at its Lahore session the 
idea of dividing India into Hindu and Muslim India# This conception 
is so unreal, crude, fallacious and impracticable that on 
reconsideration the League itself would probably not insibt on 
its realisation. But so far as the Congress is concerned, it has 
no hesitation in saying that this matter may also be entrusted to 
the Muslim representatives of the proposed Assembly. The right 
to take such a step can vest only in the I'^ssalmans who are 
elected by themselves for such a purpose. The League can 

present any scheme, but it cannot claim that the scheme is 

I \A ^ ^ ,-r ^ ^ - 

acceptable by the totality or even the majority of the ^SQalimno # 
I have no misgivings about the attitude of the Muslim members of 
such an Assembly# They world never favour a vivisection of 
India# 

STRANGE ALLEGATION 

The strangest portion of the speech of the Secretary of 
State is the one which he has chosen as his peroration# It ends 
thus, provided that ‘Reuter*s* Agency has reported the speech 
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%H1 the Congress refrain from closing the door upon that unity 
of India which they themselves so passionately desire? It is not 
too much to say that upon the answer which the Congress Party will 
give to that question hangs the future of India.” I tried to reach 
the meaning of these words but have to admit that I have failed. 

What action of the Congress can be construed to bear the meaning 
given by the Secretary of State ? The Congress stanas for Complete 
Independence. This is clearly impossible without communal unity. 

But neither the one nor the other can be had without an Assembly 
really representative of the people. 

There is no machinery whiich can give real unity. The Assembly 
and it alone can determine the way of unity and determine^ India’s 
status. Lord Zetland’s speech seems to show that the British Govern¬ 
ment do not v/ish to part with pov/er. They will not recognise India’s 
right to determine for herself what she wants.” - (United Press.) 
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Britain*s Attitude Towards India 

MAMA AZAD O N AMERY »S STATEMENT 

** Congress Point of View Stated Clearly 
More Than Once ” 

NAIMI TAL, May 25. 

"It is to be regretted that there is not the slightest shadow 
of a change in the angle of vision of Ihe British Cabinet about 
India, " observed Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Corigress President, 
interviewed by the Associated Press on Mr. Amery’s statement 
in the House of Commons. 

The Maulana addedi "Both in letter as well as in spirit, the 
new Secretary of States repeats the attitude of his predecessor 
about which the CongreoS point of view has been stated clearly 
more than once. " 
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RESUMP TION OF OFFICE 
CONGRES S MINIST RIES 

Maulana Azad Holds Press Report As 
Baseless 


NAINITAL, June 7. 

Interviewed by the "Associated Press” in connection with the 
Press report that the former Premiers of Congress provinces would 
meet in Delhi on June 13, under the presidency of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad with a view to examine the possibility of the Ministers* 
return to office, Maulana Azad expressed surprise on the above 
statement and said that it was absolutely baseless* The Maulana 
has no Icnowledge of any such conference and so far as the Congress 
was concerned, he added, the resumption of office under the present 
circumstances was quite out of question* The Congress, he continued 
firmly adhered to the decision taken on October 17, 1939, 

Continuing, the Maulana said “The Hon*ble Mr. Fazlul Huq 
met me in Calcutta and we had some talk about the solution of the 
Hindu-Muslim problem* He proposed a Premiers* conference to 
discuss the matter* I told him that such a conference might 
not be of much use under the prevailing circumstances and suggested 
that if he along with Premiers of the Punjab, Sind and the N.N*F*P* 
could meet me on some future occasion we may then discuss the 
problem informally and see if we could reach some tangible 
solution* Then we may pursue it still further* I have promised him 
to try and find out an Qccasion for such a meeting. After coming 
to Nalnital, I had correspondence with Sir Slkandar Hyat Khan also 
about the matter. It is quite possible that someone might have 
got scent of this matter and gave it the shape of a Premiers* 
conference for the purpose of resuming office* " - (A*P.), 




MDSLIM PREMmS' MEEIING 
SUBJ ECTS DISCU SSED 

Maulana Azad Forbids Press Speculation 
m DELHI, June 14. 

In the course of an interview with a representative of the 
‘Associated Press* about the informal talAs between him and the 
Premiers of the Punjab and Sind and others, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
said * 

**% attention has been drawn to certain speculations in the 
Press relating to yesterday*s informal talks which have appeared in 
the Press to-day. I deplore the fact that some of them are entirely 
unfounded. It is absolutely incorrect that the recognition or non¬ 
recognition of any particular organisation was one of the questions 
discussed. The talks were entirely concerned with the Hindu-Jftaslim 
problem generally and there was no occasion for any other question 
to arise. The issue of approaching the communal problem in the light 
of new circumstances was explored^ I earnestly request the Press not 
to Indulge in speculations which may lead to misunderstandingS| I 
also assured the Press and the public that as soon as definite stage 
is reached in these talks no time will be lost in taking them into 
confidence^ So far the talks have been purely exploratory with a view 
to discovering a suitable method of approach. Press speculations 
unfortunately have a way of creating misunderstandings which some time 
lead to serious difficulties, and problems which can otherwise be 
easily settled have to await their solution for a long time simply 
because an unwarranted assumption finds publicity through the Pressf 
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WAZIHISTAN SITUATION s 

MAULANA AZAD*S STATEMENT 

M EVV BL'LUl , 7 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad has Issued the following statement 
on the Waziristan situation 

" The Congress Working Committee have given frequent and 
earnest thought to the problem of raiding on the Frontier. They 
were distressed by this because of the suffering and insecurity 
it caused, and also because it led to bitterness and ill-will 
between our people and our neighbours across the Frontier. They 
realised, however, that thej way to solve this problem was to 
approach the border tribes in a friendly way. I advised Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan and his colleagues of the Frontier Province to 
seek contacts with the Waziries by sending a deputation to Waziri¬ 
stan, but unfortunately the Government refused to give permission 
for this deputation. 

”The Working Committee have again considered the grave 

KKc^v 

situation that exists and conferred with K^aa Abdul Ghaffar Khan. 
They have decided to depute two of their members, Mr. Bhulabhai 
Dersai and Mr. Asaf All, to proceed to the Frontier, to develop 
contacts with the Waziris and other border tribes, and to study the 
problem in all its aspects. I am sure that their visit will prove 
of help to us in dealing with this problem. I trust that the 
Government will give every facility to these two representatives 
of ours. 

” It has long been our declared policy and desire to have 
friendly relations with our neighbour nations and peoples, and we 
are convinced thdb when we have the chance, we shall be able to 
do so with advantage to all concerned. A free India will be strong 
enough to protect her frontiers, but the real strength we 
seek to build is the friendship of our border peoples. We shall 
try to understand their difficulties and make them understand ours, 
and the contacts xml that we shall develop will, we trust, bring 
peace and security and economic betterment to both sides of 

frontisrs." - (A.P). 
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COLLEC IIOH OF W AR FUNDS 
Compulsory Levies & Coercion Should be Stopped 

M. A24D*s IITfiRVIEW 
POONAj July, 26, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, explained at a 
press conference after this morning*s meeting of the Congress 
Working Committee the situation arising out of the Congress Working 
Conmiittee*s Wardha statement and Delhi resolution. 

The Congress President was of emphatic opinion that there 
was no departure whatever in the present position of the Congress 
from what it was before the Wardha meeting. He explained that neither 
the Wardha statement of the Working Committee regarding non-violenee, 
nor the Delhi resolution offering the co-operation in the matter of 
organising the country! defences, on condition that Indian indepen¬ 
dence was recognised and a national Government enjoying the confi¬ 
dence of the elected members of the Central Assembly, formed a marked 
departure from the fundamental position taken up by the Cpngress 
in its resolution adopted at Wardha immediately after the declaration 
of war in September 1939, That resolution, continued the Maulana, 
made it clear that the Congress was prepared to cooperate with the 
British Government if the latter satisfied the Congress with regard 
to its war aims in their application to India and also recognised 
India’s independence. 

C^UESTION OF NON-VIOLENCE 

On the question of non-violence, the Maulana was clear that 
at no stage had the Congress declared that it would pursue the 
policy of non-violence in the matter of meeting external aggression 
and internal disorder, for the simple reason that the issue had 
never arisen before. He emphasised that in regard to every other 
aspect of the Congress programme, the Congress still afihered to the 
policy of non-violence. Even to-day no external situation had 
actually arisen necessitating such clarification of the Congress 
attitude, but Mahatma Gandhi felt that the Congress owed it to 
the country to clarify its position in the matter and the Working 

Committee ••• 
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«•« had accordingly defined its attitude# In doing so the majority 
of the members of the Committee felt that while they fully endorsed 
Mahatma Gandhi's views on non-violence, they did not feel that 
then country was ready to adept non-violence in respect of meeting 
external agfression and internal disorder# 

Sven the five members of the Committee, continued the Maulana, 
who remained neutral, when the Delhi resolution was passed, did 
so not on political grounds but purely on grounds of principle, as 
they were one with Mahatma Gandhi# On the political aspect of the 
question these five members were in full agreement with the rest 
of the Committee both in regard to extending co-operation and 
theformation of a National Government# Their difference with the 
rest of the Committee on the question of non-violence was one of 
principle, which as things were to-day did not actually clash with 
the position taken up by the Working Commiitee, because external 
aggression was only a distant contingency# 

DELHI RESOLUTION 

Answeririg a further question the Maulana said that the Delhi 
resolution contained nothing new which had not been in the resolution 
of the Committee passed in Se|»tember last, except the question of 
formation of a National Government at the Centre, but then tliis 
idea was at the root of the demand for independence made by tie 
Congress in that resolution# 

The Congress President said that the Delhi resolution would 
be placed before the All-India Congress Committee for endorsement* 
The Conmittee had not yet decided in what form the Wardha statement 
of June last should be placed before the All-India Congress Commi¬ 
ttee for approval# Most probably a brief resolution will be 
framed asking for approval of this statement thus affording full 
opportunity for the All-India Congress Committee to express its 
opinion on that statement# There will also be a third resolution 
clarifying it# - (A.P.) 
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A.I.C.C. CONFIRMS WARDHA SIAIEMHff 
PRINCIPLE OF NON-VIOLENCE 

•U 

Shou^ Not Be Exte nded lo India's National Defence 
SIRDGGLE FOR INDj iiPENDENCE 

Congress Volunteers Bound By Their /ledge To Remain 
Non-Violent in Discharge of Ti^r Duty* 

POONA, July 27* 

The Committee met at the Congress House this afternoon, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presiding* 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad made a statement explaining the two 
officjal resolutions as also the circumstances which 1^ to the issuini 
of the Wardha statement on the question of non-violence and the 
Delhi resolution* He emphatically denied that these two documents 
marked any departure from the past policy of the Congress and 
asserted that t hese were in conformity with past resolutions of 
the Congress* He alsA emphasised that the Congress adhered strictly 
to the policy of non-violence in all respects except in the case 
of meeting external aggression and internal disorder. The Congress 
President averred that those members of the Working Committee who 
had remained neutral at Delhi did so not because of any political 
differences but because of their different approach on the question 
of non-violence. 

Maulana Azad retiewed the position leading up to the Wardha 
Statement and the Delhi resolution of the Congress Working 
Committee* He said that it was hardly four months and two weeks 
since they met at Ramgarh but during this short period the world 
had changed almost out of recognition* This change was not only in 
respect of outward form but it had almost brought about a revolution 
in ideas and beliefs* It would not be possible for us not to be 
affected by all that has happened and, therefore, it becomes our 
duty to review our own position and take stock of the situation 
with a view of seeing what changes we should make in our own atti¬ 
tude* 


j 
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'* Two important decisions of the Congress Working Committee 
are to be placed before yoUt One of these is known as ttie Wardha 
Statement* Although there is nothing new in it, as it relates to 
the basic policy of the Indi^ Na^tional Congress, it becomes 
our duty to consider it as this House represents the Congress*" 

Maulana Azad continuing said that it was not at the Wardha 
meeting in June last that Mahatma Gandhi raised the question of 
non-violence for the first time. He had raised it two years ago. In 
September, 1938 when the All-India Congress Committee met at Delhi. 

At this meeting of the Congress Working Committee Mahatma Gandhi 
raised the issue of extending the principle of non-violence which the 
Congress had followed in regard to its internal policy for last 
twenty years to other spheres. 

MAHATMAJI*S ATTITUDE 

" Mahatma Gandhi wanted the Congress at this stage to declare 
that a free India would eschew all violence and would have no army 
to defend the country against agression. The Congress should thus 
depend entirely upon non-violence for the purpose of dealing with 
internal disorders and external aggression. Mahatma Gandhi felt 
that he had to give the message of non-violence to the world and 
if he could not persuade his own countrymen to accept it, it would 
be difficult foy^im to preach it to others. The Congress Working 
Committee felt itself unable to accept this position and explained 
its difficulties to Mahatma Gandhi#*The issue however did not 
assu^me any serious proportions then as the MuniclvAgreement 
postponed the war. 

"The issue was again raised by Mahatma G*adki when war broke out 
in September last. In November last when Gandhi;irent to interview 
the Viceroy he asked the Maulana an^he members^of the Congress 
Parliamentary Sub-Committee and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to relieve 
him of the responsibility ^ guiding the Congress policy and leave 
him free to pursue in his own way the policy of non-violence. The 






The Committee, however once again persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to 
postpone the matter* In Ramgarh Mahatma Gandhi raised this questic 
for the third time. On this occasion Mahatma Gandhi also referred 
to other weaknesses in the Congress organisation and expressed a 
desire to he relieved of responsibility. This came as a shock 
to the Working Committee and if I had not insisted too much and 
practically forced Mahatma Gandhi to postpone the issue once 
again, a crisis would have arisen as early as Hamgarh* 

" You will thus see that this issue had been hanging fire 
for over two ye^^rs and when we met in Wardha in June last Mahatma 
Gandhi wanted the Committee to make up its mind once foyall, as 
the international situation had become so delicate and he felt the 
decision on such a vital issue could not be postponed any longer. 
Even then I tried to persuade Mahatma Gandhi once again to 
postpone the matter because I knew what would be the result of 
such a decision. There is not a soul in the Congress who is not 
anxious to go the whole hog with Mahatma Gandhi, if he can help 

it; hut we cannot shut our eyes against hard facts. We know that 

•*1 

arm| and ammunitions have not been able to save the freedom of 
France, Holland, Belgium, and Norway but we also know that 
human society has come to a stage in which even after realising 
the futility of armed resistance, people are not prepared to give 
up force. We had not the courage to declare that we shall orga¬ 
nise a State in this country without an armed fordt. If we did 
that it would be wrong on our part. True that Mahatma Gandhi had 
to give his message of non-violence to the world and therefore, 
it is his duty to propagate it but we have to consider our 
position as the representatives of the Indian nation meeting 
in the Indian National Congress. The India'n National Congress 
is a political organisation pledged to win the political indepen¬ 
dence of the country.lt is not an organisation for organising 
world peace. 
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"Honestly we cannot go as far as Mahatma Gandhi wants us to go* 
¥e admit that it is a weakness on our part but it is a weakness 
which we share with entire humanity. Even if we cannot go with 
Mahatma Gandhi the whole hog we do not wish to stop him from 
pursuing his own path. Realising the loss that tie Congress would 
suffer on being deprived of Mahatma Gandhi*s guidance. I was tempted 
to approach him once again to defer his decision on this issue. 

I had thrice succeeded in my attempt but this time, I failed because 
Mahatma Gandhi pointed out that it was no use postponing his 
decision on this vital issue for a while for the moment was fast 
approaching when the Congress would have to take a final decision 
and therefore, it was better they decided to follow their respective 
paths. The next morning I placed the matter before the Working 
Committee and invited separately the opinion of each member* We 
all felt th-.t we were not able to take up the grave responsibility 
of declaring that we would completely eschew violence even when we 
had to deal with internal disorders in this country or external 
aggression. But we were quite clear in our minds that so far as 
the work of the Congress in respect of wiuningthe independence of 
the country is concerned non-violence would continue to occupy the 
same place in the Congress programme that it has occupied all these 
twenty years. We all feai that the slightest diviation in this 
respect will mean political suicide for the ^ ngress leading to 

all political life in this country. 

EFFICACY OF NON-VIOLENCE 

"Whatever success we have achieved in our struggle during all 

these years has been due to our unflinching faith in non-violence, 

and if we have not succeeded to the extent to which we ought to 

have succeeded, it is merely due to our inability to practice 

non-violence to the fullest extent. If we ever give up this ideal, 

we shall be burying the Congress. I must tell you that there were 

some friends like Babu Ra;jendrd Prasad, Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghose, 
Mr. Kripalani and Mr. Shankarrao Deo who felt that they should 

go whole hog with Mahatma Gandhi. The Congress President then 
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referred to the Delhi meeting of the Congress Working Committee in 
the first week of July and the resolution past there and said that 
there were people who thought that by passing these resolutions 
the Congress Working Committee had made a departure from past 
resolutions# I wish to emphasise that this is a wrong view « Even 
if we wished to take new step we could not do so because we have 
behind us a series of resolution and statement) issued from time to 
time by the Working Committee during the past few months* We cannot 
demolish all these* We have not the right to do so. We have not 
the power to do so# Changes in the international situation however, 
are so serious that we cannot shut our eyes to them and proceed 
blindly. The new situation demanded a solution from us and we have 
said that as a provisional measure there should be a fiational 
Government in this country but we have not given up any of our 
fundamental demands. 

GAraurS PLACE 


The Congress President drew attention of the House to the fact 

that although Mahatma Gandhi would not be responsible for the policy 

of the Congress any longer^ his advice wold always be available 

to the Working Committee and the Congress. Our relations will continue 

God 

with him as long as he lives and I pray to ^ that he may be spared 
long to guide us. We must realise that the nature of his guidance 
will not be the same as before and this adds to our responsi¬ 

bility. We have a great objective to achieve; we have an ideal before 
us which is sufficient to inspire any group of people. There may be 
ups and down and difficulties may beset our path but we need not be 
disheartened or disspirited by these. 
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” ¥e have to solve every difficulty that presents itself to us 
and we have also to recognise the hard fact of Mahatma Gandhi *s 

t < {AT 

separation from us» We must haape it bravely and courageously 
in this difficult hour, it is our duty to be united. I therefore, 
appeal to you to sink all differences and to face bravely the 
trials that lie ahead of us. This is what the country demands from 
us and this is what the Congress expects us to do. If we fail in this 
hour of trials, the world will have a poor opinion of us but I am 
sure that we shall not fail. ” - (A. P.) 
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" WE CAMNOI WAIT imfiFIlilTELY " 

MAUL ANA«S OBS i^VAIION 
Unity In Congress Ranks Emphasised 

BOMBAY, July 31. 

The view that the Congress had tried its utmost to retain 
Mahatma Gandhi*s leadership but had failed for the present aild that 
if the Mahatma’s leadership was not available to the Congress in the 
next struggle, if it became necessary, the Congress should itself 
shoulder the responsibility of leadership was emphasised by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad at a press conference today. 

In the opinion of the Maulana, the time factor was an important 
one, in regard to the decision of the Congress as to the next struggle 
"We cannot sit idle," said the Maulana "nor can we wait indefinitely.” 

Asked if he did not regard the voting by the A.I.C.C. on the 
Wardha statement as a moral defeat for the Working Committee, the 
Congress President said that he did not regard this as a moral 
defeat to the Working Committee because out of a total of 182 members 
present, only 63 voted against the resolution while 91 voted in 
favour of it. 28 remained neutral* The Socialists remained neutral 
for their own reasons and that did not show th^t they were against 
the resolution. The Congress President did not think it obligatory 
on the part of those who believed in strict non-violence to leave the 
Congress^ Aka "At a time when Mahatma Gandhi stands aloof from the 
Congress, the need for unity in Congress ranks is all the more 
essential", he emphasised. 

When it was put to him, if he thought whether he still believed 
that communal unity was a condition precedent to the launching of a 
national struggle for independence, he said that the better the 
coimnunal understanding, the easier it would be. But ^nity was not 
absolutely essential before t:.e struggle was launched* 
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad revealed that he had not yet 
decided the venue of the next session of the Indian National 
Congress* The decision might be made in the course of the nex 
two or three days* The next Working Committee meeting might 
be held towards the end of August® - ( A* P* ) 





No Adult erated No n-Violence 
OONG RE3S POL ICY 

Maulana Azad on Delhi Resolution 
BOMBAYI July, 31* 

Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President^addressed 

to-day a meeting of local Congress workers, when he explained to 
the gathering the implications of the Wardha statement and Delhi 
resolution* 

The Congresij President maintained that the Wardha statement 
and the Delhi resolution did not imply any change in the present 
programme of the Congress. The preparation undertaken by the 
Congress Committee in the different provinces had to continue 
in every detail, and on the accepted non-violent principle. The 
Delhi resolution only meant that the Congress, at this stage, was 
not prepared to bind the future state to a policy of unadulterated 
non-violence. The President said that the present attitude of the 
Congress did not mean that if they found the country sufficiently 
non-violent they would not extend the principle of non-violence 
to other fields. Meanv/hile if a struggle became necessaiy for the 
attainment of freedom for the country, the weapon will only be 
non-violence. - ( A. P.) 
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GLOWIN G TRIBUT ES TO TILAK 
BOMBAY MEETING 

Maulana Azad Explains Poona Decisions. 

BOMBAY Ang. U 

The Tilk anniversary celebrations in the city were rounded 
off with a mass meeting at the Azad Mai dan, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Congress President presiding* The meeting was organised 
by the Bomay Provincial Congress Committee* 

LIFE AND DOINGS 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad emphasised the need for people to look 
forward with courage and foresight , no matter what the difficulties 
or reverses were# 

Twenty years ago, said i'laulana Azad, India started her 
struggle for independence. Mr. Tilakslife and doings had always been 
a source of inspiration and guidance to those who had still been left 
with the takk of winning India’s independence* 

The Congress President referred to the quickly changing events 
in the world and told the people that they should all be ready to 
take their due share.in the changes that were being wrought. 

The gratest event so far as the people of India particularly 
those in the Congress were concerned was the decision of Mahatma 
Gandhi for the moment to separate himself from the Congress and 
pursue his own policy. Mahatma Gandhi has his own mission to 
perform. 

MAHATMA AND NON-VIOLENCE 

This is a world mission and he cannot give it up simply 
because we who are not strong enough to reach his stature. Whatever 
little success we achieved during the last twenty years was 
achieved through Jftiatma Gandhi’s weapon of non-violence. We are 
determined to make use of this weapon in our national struggle 
for political freedom but at Wardha, Mhatma Gandhi wanted us to 
make up our minds that even when India had achieved her political 
independence she would use only non-violence in all spheres* We 
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individuals were fully convinced that what Mahataa Gandhi demanded 
was right hut Mahatma Gandhi did not want our individual support 
hut he wanted us to decide the issue as representatives of the 
people of India. Mahatma Gandhi demanded of us an honest reply 
to the question if we were prepared to depend exclusively on non¬ 
violence in all circumstances even when India was free. As honest 
men representing the people of India, we could not say to him that 
we were ready to follow him. If we did this we would have been guilty 
of dishonesty. We felt that in the existing conditions of society, 
it was not possible for free country to retain its freedom liithout 
having resort to force of arms. And we told Mahatma Gandhi so and 
therefore he felt it necessary to be freed from responsibility for the 
control and direction of Congress policy. We did this by issuing 
the Wardha statement which has now been approved by the All-India 
Congress committee . This step has meant considerable pain and 
heart searching to many of us but we did what we believed^as the 
right thing to do. Even Mahatma Gandhi would not have us do otherwise 
until and unless we felt sure that the masses would be prepared 
to accept non-violence in all conditions and circumstaic es to meet 
internal disorder and external aggression. - (A. P.j* . 
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PROTESTS AGA INST V ICEREGAL DECLARATION 
RASTRAPATI«S INSTRUCTIONS 

WARDHA, Aug, 26, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Congress President, in an interview 
said that instructions had been issued to the Speakers and leaders 
of Congress provinces, including Assam, for holding protest 
meetings against the Viceregal declaration and Mr. Amery*s 
statement and endorsing the Working Committee resolution. No 
instructions, on the other hand,'had been issued in respect of the 
Punjab and Bengal as they were non-Congress provinces. Besides 
the members of legislatures non-Congress members who agree with 
the Working Committee will also be invited to participate. 

Regarding the question whether Mahatma Gandhi*s guidance 
and leadership would be available to the Congress as before, 
the Congress President said he had prolonged talks during the 
last two days on the subject and he hoped that Mahatmaji would 
continue to guide the Congress as before, - (A,P,) 
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“ HQ MEETING GROUND « 

Congress President’s Reply To Viceroy’s 
In vitati on 

TEXT OF COBRESPONDENCE RELEASED 

Discussion Within FrameworK of Viceroy’s 
Statement ’’Wholly Inadequate** 

The following correspondence was exchanged between His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Maulana Abul Kajam Azad the Congress 
President early this month s 

L^ter_^rQiiL H«E. the Viceroy. to_ the_Congre£S_PrBslden t : 

Ootacamund, 

August 4, 1940* 

Dear Maulana Sahib) 

You will be aware that I have in the last few weeks been 
in contact with various political leaders, including Mr* Gandhi, 
in regard to the Indian political situation. I have, I need not 
say, informed His Majesty’s Government of the results of my 
discussions with the various leaders concerned; and I am glad to 
say that I have in the result been authorised to make the statement 
of which I now enclose an advance copy. That statement will appear 
in the morning papers of Thursday, 8th August, and I would ask 
that until its appearance it should be treated as for your entirely 
secret and personal information. 

2* As you will see, I have been authorised to invite a 
certain number of representative Indians to join my Executive 
Council • I have been authorised further to establish a War 
Advisory Council which would meet at regular intervals and which 
would contain representatives of the Indian States and of other 
interests in the national life of India as a whole* I trust 
sincerely that the Indian National Congress will feel able to join 
with me in the Central Government and in the War Advisory Council 
and I should welcome it if you could let me have a very early answer 
on that point, if possible not later than the 21st of August. 
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3* I raadly conceive that it aight be convenient for you 
to discuss this matter further with me before you send me a 
formal reply on behalf of the Indian National Congress. I shall, 
as at present arranged, be in Poona from the 6th to 111h 
August, and in Bombay from the 11th to 14th August and I hope 
to reach Delhi on my my back to Simla on 20th August# I shall 
be very glad to see you and any friend whom you may care to bring 
with you at any of these places at any time convenient to you, 
would you desire to pursue the matter as I have suggested in 
conversation before sending me a more formal reply to this invi¬ 
tation. Perhaps you would be good enough to let me know whether 
you would see advantage in this, and if so, what date and time wou] 
be convenient to you. I would only add that I am, as you will 
know and understand, anxious that effect should be given with as 
little delay as possible to the decisions of His Majesty*s Govern¬ 
ment; and that I am concerned, to announce the personnel of the 
expanded Executive Council hy the end of August, and of the War 
Advisory Council at the latest by about the middle of September, 
but in any event with as little delay after the announcement of 
the personeel of the expanded Executive Council as practicable# 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Linlithgow. 

M, AZAD»S REPLY 

Telegram from the Congress President to H.E, the Viceroy, 
in reply to the litter of the Viceroy, dated Ootacamund, Mg. 4? 

Calcutta, 

August 8, 1940* 

His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, 

Viceroy*s Camp. 

Thanks for your Excellency's letter of August 4th and 
advance copy of declaration received last evening. I am thankful 
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for invitation to see you* I would have readily availed of pleasure 
of meeting you but when His Majesty‘s Government had already thought 
fit to announce a definite line of action may I ash how far 
there still remains a chance of usefulness of further discussion ? 

(Sd») Abul Kalam Azad* 

YICii;ROY«S TELEGRAM 

Sgl^gyAflLPf,. t hfi, Yic e roy.. . y aggs to i 

ga J ttgttsi . • 

” Your telegram of 8th Augusts Bolicy of His Majesty’s 
Government is set out in my statement and it is my hope that 
within its terms Indian National Congress will as indicated in 
my letter to you of 4th August feel able to join with me in the 
Central Government and in the War Advisory Council* As letter 
makes clear I should be very glad to see you with any friend 
whom you may care to bring with you should you desire to pursue 
the matter in conversation before sending me a more formal reply 
to my invitation and if you see advantage in this I would be gra¬ 
teful if you would telegraph to let me know as soon as possible 
date and place which you suggest* % ov/n movements remain as 
described in my letter to you of 4th August* 

MAULANA AZAD’S REPLY 

Ii£££ny * 

Calcutta, 

August, 10* 1940* 

His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, 

Camp, Poona* 

” Thanks for your Excellency’s telegram received through 
Governmen House. I do not find any meeting ground for Congress 
in the terms of the declaration of August 8* Apart from other 
fundamental questions there is not even any suggestion for 
National Government* Gnderthe circumstances I am unable to find 
arQ? scope for further discussion. Calling Working Committee 18t] 
to consider and decide* 

(Sd.) Abul Kalam Azad". 
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MADUMA AZAD'S letter 

the 

Letter from the Congress President to H.E»/Viceroy s 

Camp, Wardha, 
August 19, 1940* 

Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

As I informed Your Excellency in my telegram from Calcutta 
of the 10th August, I convened a meeting of the Congress Working 
Committee for the 18th August to consider the statement made on 
behalf of the British Government* The Committee gave their careful 
consideration to this statement as well as to the amp3|Lcation 
of it in the British Parliament. 

The Working Committee will express their views in the course 
of the next few days dealing with this matter more fully but 
meanwhile, I may inform you that the Committee have read the 
statements embodying the British Governments* decisions and 
attitude in regard to India,with deep regret^ These are totally 
at variance with the proposals last put forward by the Congress at 
Poona and with the objective of the Congress. The Working 
Committee are ofcpinlon that they carjiot associate themselves 
in any way with these proposals. 

As I ventured to say in my telegram to you, I would have 
gladly availed myself of the opportunity to meet you and discuss 
the whole question. But your letter and your wire made it clear 
that the discussion is to take place within the rigid framework 
of your announcement which was wholly inadequate for the Congress 
purpose. Moreover, your letter had left it to me to decide 
whether I should see you before coming at a final decision. As 
I uid not consider it necessary to trouble you about minor 
matters, I deeiaed to forego the pleasure of meetiTig you. 

I shall be grateful if you will kindly let me know if 
you have any objection to my releasing our correspondence 
to the press. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. K.• Azado 
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ALLSDGSD SUPPORT TO WAR 5FFORTS 
COIIG, SIKH LEADSR^S CASE 
Maulana Azad*s Statement On The Situation 

Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
has issued the following statement to the Press 

**When I was at Wardha, on the occasion of the 
last Working Committee meeting, I received a telegram 
from Sardar Sampuran Singh, Leader of the Congress Party 
in the Punjab Assembly, saying that he has been invited 
to a dinner to the Maharaja of Patiala, in which after- 
dinner speeches may also be delivered on the present 
political situation* He asked my advice whether he should 
participate in it or not ? I replied that his partici¬ 
pation would not be advisable. He, therefore, informed 
me on August 20, that he has declined to deliver any 
speech at the function* 

•’But while returning from Wsrdha, I was astonished 
to find the following Press Report (in the'’Bc»nbay Chro¬ 
nicle”) : 

’’According to talks here (Simla) the Sikh dinner 
at Patiala last night was intended to serve three main 
objects : firstly, the importance of the Sikh community 
during war; secondly, unity of Sikh parties behind 
Patiala's leadership and demand for Patiala Maharaja’s 
membership on the War Advisory Council, and thirdly, 
inclpsion of a Sikh in the enlarged Executive Council. 
Master Tara Singh, Akali leader, Gyani Kartar Singh, 
and Sampuran Singh, Leader of the Congress Party in the 
Punjab Assembly, participated and showed their support 
to the three demands# The Sikh leaders are prepared for 
a fanel for election of an Executive Councilor from among 






them to be forwarded to the Viceroy. This includes 
Sir Jogendra Singh, Sant Singh, M.L.A* (Central) and 
Sampuran Singh. Two others, Sardar Bahadur Ujjal Singh 
(of Round Table Conference) and Sir Datar Singh of Indo- 
British trade negotiations are also trying their luck." 

No sooner had I reached Calcutta, then I asked 
him (Sardar Sampuran Singh) telegraphica]ly the truth 
or otherwise of the report, as I could not believe that 
he, being a responsible member of the Congress Party, 
could associate himself with any demand based on the 
declsration rejected by the Congress* 

In reply to the above telegram, Sardar Sampuran 
Singh wired to me saying that the Press report was wrong 
and that he had no association with these demands. Now 
I am writing to him to fully clarify the situation by a 
detailed statement to the Press. 

The above mentioned Press report also mentions 
Master Tara Singh in this connection. Master Sahib is a 
member of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, and 
a member of the All India Congress Committee as well, 

I have written to the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee 
to inquire into the matter and apprise me of the situation. 
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RASTRAPATI FORECASTS A DHFIHITE DECISIOH AT 
THE FORTHCOMIUG A.I.C.C.MEETING 

RASTRAPATI AZAD 


Maulana Abul Kalain Jzad addressing the 
meeting said , ”we have to take our decision 
and march on* We have reached the limit* The final 
word is to go round. The A.I.C.C. is meeting in 
Bombay and it will take the final decision. I am 
only echoing your hearts* voice when I say that you 
will to one man-every Indian Congressman or not 
follow that decision.” 

The Maulana referring to the Poona resolution 
said that he himself had a great hand in it and they 
had pressed for a national government at the Centre 
to test Britain*s sincerity to transfer power to 
Indians. But the only response was the extension 
of the Viceroy*s Executive Council and an emphasis 
on internal differences. The Moulana said that the 
Congress always recognised internal differences but 
held that they were a necessary corollary of foreign 
rule and should be solved privately by ourselves. 

The desire of the British Government seemed to be 
to perpetuate these differences. (A.P.) 
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TASK AHSAD OF STUDENTS 

COMIKG STRPGGLB 

h/tM Y U 

Rastrapati^Speak at Allahabad 


Allahabad, Sept* 9 

**As far as the ordinary normal political 
routine of the country goes, you as students are 
not concerned with it and must devote your time 
j;^ of studies, but there are abnormal times in the 
political life of a country when it is a matter 
of life and death, and of self-respect* In such 
times you have to answer the call of the country* 

That day for India has come”, said Maulana Azad, 
Congress President, replying to an address presented 
to him on behalf of the Allahrbad University Union. 

Moalana Azad exhorted the students not to 
be carried away by the superficial enthusiasm of the 
moment but to learn to go deeper into the realities 
of the problems and to cake a well-considered and 
well-balanced decision*.,_"p I 
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GMDHIJI«S AGCBPTAi'ICE OF LlilADSHSHIP 


Amidst loud cheers Maulsna Abul Kalam Azad, 

Congress President, announced to the A.I,C,C, thr-t Mahatma 

Gandhi had once again agreed to take up active leadership 

of the Gongresst Maulana Azad then made a long statement 

reviewing the developments since the Poona Session of the 

All-India Congress Committee and declared that what he-d 

happened during the last six weeks had made it necessary 

for the Congress to withdraw the Poona offer and revert 

back to the Hamgarh resolutions which had appointed 

Mahatma Gandhi as the generalissimo of the Indian Nptional 

Congress# ^ 

ioLS t 

Naulana Azad said during the le-t six weeks after 
their last meeting at Poona in July events haase moved 
rapidly. Our country cannot remain unaffected by such 
events# .’e must lool- at these events against the back¬ 
ground of cur o¥i:i fight for our freedom# Me have had to 
decide whether we would march fast or move slowly. 

Decision we have arrived at to-day is result of careful 
consideration and reviexf of events that have taken place _ 
during the last eight months# ’/e had taken decision at 
Delfi in first week of July and conifimed it at Poona# 
vJe then thought that it would prove final but events 
during last six v/eeks have proved otherwise. Proceeding, 
the Congress President said that he had envisaged such 
possibilities as he felt convinced that struggle was 
inevitable. He had made this cle-’r in his first statement 
after his election as president^Hamgarh Congress. As 
days passed on and events moved fast new problems arise 
but at every stage I kept Mahatma Gandhi informed of my 
reactions. I did this because I was convinced that any 
struggle we may have to start will have to led by 
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Mahatma Gandhi, Till the end of Jrnie I was of opinion 
that we should take forward step without losing time. 

But sudden turn in war situation made me revise 
my opinion and we decided that we should give British 
Government another thimce to revise their policy regarding 
India, This naturally led to Delhi resolution as con¬ 
firmed by Poona meeting of All India Congress Committee, 
Then some members had criticised us as being anxious to 
compromise with British C^overnment on main issue and thus 
avoid trouble but those friends had proved false prophets. 

This was evident from resolution which Pt,Jawaharlal would 

It 

move immediately, may be of interest to members to 
know that the very people, particularly Mr, C.Rajagopala- 
chari, who were responsible for Poona decision were first 
to-day to scrap that decision. The offer Britain has 
made through Viceroy is not even worth looking at.Events of 
last few days made us decide whether we should not in 
light^fresh events request Mahatma Gandhi to assure once 
again active leadership of Congress and I am glad to 
tell you that Mahatma Gandhi has agreed to do this because 
there is no difference whatsoever between him and V/orking 
Committee (cheers), './e therefore come back to Mamge.rh 
resolution, ..... . ... (A-lBh, 
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MAHATMA GANDHI 


TO SBSK INTERYI£l>/ WITH THE VICEROY 


BOMBAY, Sept.16 


u>,'A 

Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President,said 
that Gandhlji would write to His Excellency the Viceroy 
asking for an interview to discuss the specific issue of 
free expression of opinion against participation in 
the war to-day or to-morrow. 

It is expected an interview between the Viceroy and 

Gandhiji would take place at an early date after which 

<- 

Jmother meeting of the Congress Working Committee would 
be called at V/ardha to consider the Viceroy’s reply. 

l^en asked what did he expect to be the outcome 
of the interview, Maulana Azad smiled and said ; 

’’Personally I am in doubt about the outcome but 
Gandlriiji has his own technique about things and I 
wish Mahatma Gandhi all success.” 

The Congress President added s ’’For the first time 
for many months I had restful sleep last night. Mahatmaji 
is now back at the help and I am sure we v;ill march 
behind him to victory.” 

The’’United Press” learns to-day being Gandhiji’s 
silence day, the Congress Working Committee will mefet 
to-morrow morning. 

Asked if the ban on the attendance of the Central 
Legislative Assembly session would be lifted the Maulana 
Sahib said, ’’Personally I am in favour of lifting the 
ban. But much depends upon what happens between now and 
November 5. In any case, we will consider the matter 
to-morrow.” - (U.P.) 
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CIVIL DISOBSDTBNCa DEFERRED 


PRESIDEKT'S REMARKS 




r-yv- 





Winding up the proceedings of the A,I*C.C, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the President, said that a 
historic session of the All-India Congress Committee 
was just going to conclude. In view of the several 
speeches made in relation to the Poona decision of the 
A.I.C*C. he felt obliged to refer to them. Mr.C.Raja- 
gopalachari had been made the target of criticism with 
regard to the Poona resolution. He was pained at the 
rather unfair remarks made. He had no hesitation in 
pointing out that he,aa the President of the Congress, 
shared the full responsibility for the Poona offer. He 
assenbod to the passage of that resolution and if he was 
against it, he would not have hesitated to resign his 
presidentship* He was for that resolution and encour¬ 
aged it and strove to create a proper atmosphere for 
its discussion. While he had shouldered that much of 
responsibility in regard to that offer, he coujd not now 
let a colleague of his share all the blame, if blame 
it was. 

Proceeding, the Maiilan Saheb ®aid that the 
Poona offer had really strengthened the Congress. The 
Congress had made its stand quite clear and so the 
British Government had theirs* The situation had been 
clarified and the Congress was now at liberty to goX 
its own way. It was the Poona offer that brought forth 
the British Government’s reply to India’s demand. Now 
India had been told that the British Government would 
not with any pov/’er. The Congress had been relieved 
to a great extent and released from its self-imposed 
restraint* To-day India’s path was quite clear* A 
chance was given to the British and they had not availed 
of it. There Would be no more parleys with the 
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Government and the Congress would strive to achieve 
its goal* He appealed to all members to close up 
their ranks and stand united behind Mahatma Gandhi, 
who had assumed the leadership of the Congress*4A.P,) 




gHday. Sept. 20> 1940 


PATIALA DINKSE MD CONGRESS SIKHS 
INCORRECT REPORT 

Maiilana Izad Satisfied With Assurances 

Bombay, Sept. 19 

Maulana. Abul Kalam Azad has issued the following 
statement ; 

’’As many enquiries had been addressed to me 
about the attendance of some Congressmen at a dinner held 
recently in honour of the Maharaja of Patial?, I released 
to the press from Ca].cutta the text of some telegrams 
which had passed between me and Sordar Sampuran Singh. 

Since then I have received further comniunications and 
explanation from him, and I have also had a long talk 
v/ith him here in Bombay, Sardar Saheb has assured me 
that the press report about this dinner was wholly incorrect 
and completely wrong in so far as he and other Congressmen 
present were concerned. The dinner was a Sikh social 
function and they had attended it as such. There were 
no political objects attached to it, although some 

d 

speakers referred to political matters. No Congressm^ 
delivered any speech on the occasion or associated himself 
in any way with the so-called objects mentioned in the 
Press, In particular, Sardar Saheb has assured me that 
there was no question of their agreeing to or wanting the 
leadership of the Maharaja of Patiala for the Sikh commu¬ 
nity, or of asking for the inclusion of a Sikh in the propo¬ 
sed enlarged Executive Council of the Viceroy, or of Sikh 
leaders giving a panel for the purpose, or of asking for 
representation in the proposed War Advisory Council. 

Sardar Sampuran Singh further assured me that ^he followed 
the policy and programme of the Congress and could not 
possibly have associated himself with any objectives which 
were opposed to this policy and programme. I am glad to 
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receive the explanations and assurances from the Sardar 
Saheb and to pass them on to the Press so that any mis¬ 
apprehensions created by incorrect Press reports may be 
removed. 

I would add that in view of the new and grave 
step taken by the A.I.C.C, which is likely to lead in 
the near future to serious and far-reaching consequences, 
it is all the more imperative now for all Congressmen and 
especially those in responsible positions in the organi¬ 
sation to adhere strictly to the Congress policy and 
programme.” — (A.P.) 




ImdBY. aePt«25| 1940 


A,_. C, C« DECISION EXPLAINED 

.Qfinl^.^r ^ncg Qf Benga l Congress Workey^ . 

MAULMA ABUL KALAM AZAD»S ADDRESS 

Meeting Called For To-day To Chalk Out Programme 
Of Work In the Districts 

The significance of the resolution adopted by the 
All-India Congress Co mittee at Bombay was exj^lained by 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, addressing 
a conference of Congress workers of the province at the 
office of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee on 
Sunday evening. 

The Maulana Saheb prefaced his speech with a 

c 

tribute to the service and sacrifijes of Bengalee nationa¬ 
list leaders of the past several generations who had 
kindled fire not only in the hearts of the Bengalees but 
of Indians as a whole. He regretted that Bengal, wrdch 
had once occupied an env-^We place in Indian politics, 
had to-dey been relegated to a position v/hich they could 
not think of. It v/as a pity, he said, th-^t the main feature 
of the political life in the province nowadays was hanker¬ 
ing for leadership, leadership in parliamentary affairs, 
leadership in Congress affairs of the provine, and 
leadership in civic affairs. This made them unnindfid of 
their real objective. He advised Bengal Congressmen to 
work earnestly for the achievement of the Congress ideal, 
forgetting al] their petty party squabbles, jealousies and 
rivalries and thereby raise the status of their province 
to her former place# 

Referring to the decisio^ taken by the A.I.C.C. 
at Bombay, the Maulana Saheb said that r year ago the 
Congress had thought whether it should take part in the 
war. The Congress informed the British Government thrt they 
were not prepared to sacrifice men -rd money of the countiy 
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for the war, except at the expressed will of the Indian 
people* This was follovred by the resignation of the eight 
Provincial Congress Ministries. The Congresr raised 
the further question regarding tiie aims and objects of 
the present war, namely whether the British ware fighting 
for safeguarding the freedom and democracy of the nations 
of the world, and if so how far these principles would 
be applied in the case of India. In their Poona resolution, 
the Congress asked if it could take power into their 
o\m hands in time of chaos and disorder. The resolution 
adopted by the Congress on July 3 at Delhi was based on 
complete Independence. It wrnted a clear declaration of 
freedom and for the time being the formation of a National 
Government at the Centrai^ , with men selected from the 
Central Legislature. This was the least that the Congress 
could demajid. B’or the British nothing but a National 
Government could suit their interests better. He reminded 
the audience that the Viceroy v/as ready to enlarge the 
Executive Counci!|with four or five more members even in 
October last year* But the Congress wanted first a decla¬ 
ration about the Independence of the country before taking 
up the question of enlarging the Central Executive. The 
Poona resolution could not and did not leave any grounds 
for doubt* The question of parties could not be raised* 

A National Government could not be formed with one party- 
alone - it must be a composition of several parties. 

The Poona, resolution, continued the President 
having been rejected the Congress reverted to its attitude 
adopted at Bamgarh. 

doublh;>sdg£d imoim im 

Continuing the Maulana Saheb said that to-day 
the issue was ::ot one of civil liberties, or even of 
freedom, but it was the war issue. The Bombay resolution 
stated that India was dragged into the war without her 
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consent and against her will. He reminded the audience aoout 

the move of Mah?tma Gandiii, which he described as Mahatma* s 
special method. Sven if Gandhiji had decided to begin a 
fight to-day, he would go up to the Viceroy to see if 
there was any way out of it. Gandhiji would be seeing 
the Viceroy sometime this week. 

The Bombay resolution, the Congress President 
said was double-edged. If the Government recognised the 
right of the Congress to decide whether Indians should 
take part in the w.?r, it meant certain copcenssions of 

t g ta r n u te - crlx_c 

power to the people of the country in d ee ido d their oim 
affaiis. If, however, they did not, then this refusal 
on the part of the Government woiild be made the issue 
for a new struggle. 

People could ..ot and should not think that Gandhi ji 
would talk about a compromise v/ith the British Government 
at this stage. The position of Gandhi ji within the Congress 
was rather pecular. Supposing the British Government 
changed its attitude towards India and met all her demands, 
could Gandhiji with his creed of non-violence call a single 
man to take part in the war ? 

They had to fight for the self-respect of India 
at this ;.our of India*s trial. 

Concluding,the Maulana Saheb urged Bengal Congress 
workers to formulate a plan of work for the'next six 
months. If to-day*s conference was not enought he would 
advise them to stay on in the city for a day or two in order 
to arrive at a working position, so that they might carry 
the message of the Congress to the fOrthest corner of the 
province and thus strengthen the organisation. He also 
expressed his desire to meet and hear from the representa¬ 
tives of the work )rs and other Congressmen in the province 
wh-st they thought and felt within themselves* . . v . . 
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IHDIA»S ATTITUDE 


MAUIANA AZAD DELMAI^IDS RIGHT OF FRSa SXPRSSSION 


”I admit that the outcome of the Simla meeting is 
not contrary to expectations# The very presence of the 
British Government in India indicates one reality, from 
whatever angle we see : The denial of freewill of India. 
Naturally therefore, we cannot expect her to tolerate free 
expression of our decision about v/ar even if it be of a 
purely non-violent nature,” says the Congress President 
Maulana ibul Kalam Azad in an interviev; with the *Associated 
Press* on the outcome of the latest meeting between His 
Ixcellency the Viceroy and Mahrtma Gandhi. 

The Maulana Saheb adds: 

’’India has been dragged into the war without 
being given the least chance to express her opinion about 
it. For the last thirteen months, we have been constantly 
trying that India may be allowed to co-operate in the war 
rather than be forced to become an unfailing partner# This, 
however proved to be of no avail. Me came up to Poona 

offer from the Hamgarh decision, but that too was rejected^ 
The only honourable course now left for us, is to pro¬ 
claim our decision about the war. I v^ould borrow the his¬ 
toric words of Mahatma Gandhi, and say ”if Congress has 
$0 die, it should do so in the act of proclaiming the right 
of self-determination for India.” 

”I am simply astonished to find reference to the 
law applied to pacifists^in England in the letter of H.E* 
the Viceroy to Gandiiiji. What a strange analogy to the 
present Indian situation I The Indian National Congress 
is not a pacifists^society, it is a political organisation 
struggling definite political objective.” 

“I am consulting Gandhiji when to call the Working 

Committee I shall make an announcement about it very 
soon” - (A»p,) 
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GMDHI JAYAMTI CELBBRATION 
CALCUTTA FUIfCTION 

Congress President on Bombay Resolution 

Advice to put implicit faith in the lead of 
Mahatm^ Gandhi and the Congress w'orking Committee was 
given by Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, President of the Indian 
National Congress, when he addressed a large gathering 
yesterday evening at the Maheswari Bhawan (Sobharam Basak 
Street)* 

The meeting was held in connection with the cele¬ 
bration of Gandhi Jayanti by the Burrabazar District 
Congress Committee* 

Among those present were Sjts* Surendra Mohan 
Ghosh and Arun Chandra Guha, President and Secretary 
respectively of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee* 

Extending a hearty welcome to Moulana Abul Kalam 
Azad Pt.Jewan Lai referred to Moulana Azad*s service and 
sacrifice in the cause of the country* 

In course of Ids address, Moulana Azad said that 
he was very glad to find such a large gathering of Congress 
Workers and also sympathisers of the Congress* He hoped 
that they ail fully appreciated the significance of the 
Bombay resolution* Every one knew how India's men and 
money were being utilized for fighting Britain's imperia¬ 
listic war without the consent xitiaatfe of the Indians* 
Congress had expressed strong disapproval of the policy* 
Britain v/as clearly told that India could be party to 
such a war only on the condition that she should be 
recognised as a free nation* The resolution by 

the Working Committee at Delhi showed how they were ready 
to offer their help for the prosecution of the war in a 
manner consistent with the self-respect of India. The 
demand of the Congress was quite a modest one and was 
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aiid v - as embodied in the Poona resolution. But they all 
knew how the demand of the Congress was rejected and when 
the history of this episode would come to be written, it 

would show how unsympfthetic British policy towards India 
h'^d always been* 

Proceeding Maulana Azad said that the only way 
in which they could attain their objective was by placing 
implicit faith in their leader Mahatma Gandhi. They 
should always keep themselves in readiness so that when 
the call for action come they might not be found wanting. 
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CONGRESS CABIHij^T MESTS 
No Going Back On Bombay Decision 

WARDHAGMJ, Oct. 11 

The Congress Working Committee held a five 
and a half hours' sitting to-day and ad;]ourned at half 
past seven in the evening to meet again at eight A.M.to¬ 
morrow* 

'’There is no question of going back on the Bombay 
decision* We march ahead towards a struggle, bnt^we are 
considering is the manner and method of fight^^^'^said 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to Pressmen regarding the subject 
to be discussed at the present session of the Congress 
Working Committee. 

Asked when everything has been left to Gandhi;]!, 
why there have been prolonged discussions, the Maulan? 
said "'^^uite so, but Gandhiji vrants to carry the v/hole 
V/orking Committee with him.'* 

It is understood that Gandiiiji has not yet 
"perfected his plans for Congress compaign but according 
to Maulana Azad Mahatmaji has got it all rerdy in his 
brains and we will all Imow it this afternoon. 

SPECULATION ABOUT NS3Cr S fgP 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
told the 'Associated Press* that the Working Committee 
had a general discussion on the political situation. 

Many members including Maliatmr Gandlii participated in 
the discussion, Mahatma Gandiii having explained in detail 
what transpired at his recent interview with the Viceroy 
at Simla. 

Asked what direction the Committee would give 
to Congressmen as a result of this meeting Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad said, "There is no question of going back 
on the Bombay resolution of the All India Congress 
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Committee » VJe are determined to implement that 
resolution# l/e have to hear all view points on the question 
before we come to any final decision on the matter and 
therefore we shall continue the general discussion to¬ 
morrow and if necessary the day after to-morrow#" 


• t • • • 


(U.P.) 
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MMJLMA, EFFORTS 

SIND SIITUA TION 

Negotiations With Party Leaders 
KAKACHI, Nov* 12. 

Maulana Azad, Congress Presidentf met members of the Sind 
Provincial Congress Committee and members of the Congress Assembly 
Party this morning and exchanged views with them on the situation 
in Sind. The meeting lasted for two hours and several members 
expressed their individual views. 

The meeting was resumed in the afternoon following the Maulana‘s' 
discussion with the Jamiat-U1-Ulema at noon. ► 

Two hour talks with Congress Assembly members and the Congress 
Provincial Executive and later with Jami-at-Ul-Ulemas and Nationalist 
Muslims to-^y marked the beginning of the study of the Sind situatiobi 
undertaken by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President. These 
will be followed to-morrow by discussions with Ministers, including 
Mr. G. M. Syed and Sheikh Abul Majid for acquainting himself with 
the point of view of Hindus represented by a deputation of the 
Federation of Hindu punchayats. 

Deputationists of Ulemas, who waited on the Congress President 
this afternoon, Included prominent Moulvies, Nationalist Muslim 
M.L.A.s, Mohd. All Shahn Amin Khoso and Kaisul Buxuner. The 
deputationists, while offering fullest co-operation for improving 
the situation held that the situation had been brought about by 
communal propaganda and blamed the Jdislim League. They alleged that 
Congress could not escape responsibility as they were said to have 
joined the forces of the Hindu Sabha and installed the iiislim 
League In power. They urged the nedd for bringing the Muslim masses 
nearer to the Congress and suggested the Congress High Command to 
make serious efforts in this deirection. They opined that in order 
to eradicate communalism it was necessary that nationalist %slims 
co-operated with Congressmen to carry on intensive propaganda in 
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in villages and expressed readiness on their part to send out a 
hundred Moulvis on a peace mission# After a frank discussion, Maulana 
Azad, it is understood suggested that Jamiat-Ul-Ulemas could not 
be free from the share of responsibility inks much as they had done 
nothing so far either to improve the situation or bring Muslims 
nearer the Congress. 

"A full and frank discussion took place in course of which the 
past was scanned and the attitude of various parties in the Sind Ass¬ 
embly including the Congress, the League and the Hindu was reviewed”, 
said a Congress leader to the^*United Press” after the joint meeting 
of the Council of Sind Provincial Congress Committee and the Congress 
Assembly Party had a two hour discussion with Maulana ^bul Kalam Azad. 
The Congress President, it is understood, in his opejj^ning address 
said that ae had left all pressing problems behind and dashed to 
Sind because he lost his peace of mind due to the situation created in 
Sind. He would lend a patient hearing to all to grasp the real 
position before reaching the conclusions. He, however, hoped that 
experience gained by Congressmen in the past would be helpful in 
shaping the future of Sind. 

Maulana Azad addressed the public meeting this evening. 

said to myself that I must pay a visit to Sind* I therefore 
decided to hold back all pressing engagements that vitally concern 
our country and undertook the journey to Karachi. I shall succeed 
in my mission,” thus observed i-laulana Abul Kalam in course of talk 
to the visitors at the residence of Lalji Mehrotra, Mayor of Karachi, 
with whom he is staying. The Congress President thanked Sir Ghulam 
Hussain and Mir. Bundehali for their kind invatlons to stay with 
them. He dined to-night with Sir Ghulam Hussain and dines on 
Wednesday with Mr* Bundehali of Talpur. - ( A*P# &U.P.). 
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MINISTRY FOR SIND 
* Everythi ng Fin ally Settled* 

A SIGH OF RELIEF 

Rastrapati Complete A Great Task 
KARACHI^ Nov.^0. 

’’Everything has been finally settled and I am now engaged in 
drafting the programme of the new Ministry/’observed Monlana Aaad> 
Congress President, interviewed by the "Associated Press" this 
evening# The Moulana added " I concluded my talks with all those 
concerns who have assured me that they will abide by my decision • 

Continuing the Congress President said, "it has been decided that 
there should be no expansion of the Ministry. The selection of the 
personnel of the Ministry has also been made and by the time I am 
ready with a statement to-morrow I expect the new Ministry will have 
been sworn in at Government House"* - (A#P#)» 
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Sm TANGLE ENDS 

Rastrapati*s Effor ts Crowned With Success 
BOARD FO ftMED TO P ROMOTE GOODWILL 

Provincial Congress Directed To Wholly Abstain 
From Satyagraha Moveraant 

KARACHI, Nov. 23. 

” On the eve of my departure from Sind, I am in a position to 
announce with the fullest satisfaction that I have succeeded in my 
efforts and I am leaving with the belief that a Stable Ministry 
has been established here which has the backing of all parties in 
the Sind legislature," observes Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress 
President, in the course of his stateraent* Maulana adds, "I 
am satisfied that nothing better is possible under the existing circum 
•stances in Sind. I received all round co-operation. Both the 
Moslem groups in the Assembly unanimously responded to my appeal 
for unity and all the four Muslim Ministers were at one with the 
decision of the I^uslim members of the Assembly to usspond to my 
appeal for unity. My success would have become doubtful had not the 
Hindu pa.ty in the Assembly helped me with the fullest confidence. 

This party Wa. prepared to support any Ministry which would establish 
law and order in the prrince with a firm hand. It vent still further 
and was prepared to leave the administration of the province to the 
goodv;ill of Muslim Ministers only, without there being a Hindu 
Minister on the Cabinet. I admit this spirit is nothizig but praise¬ 
worthy but no single group of Muslim members of the Assembly was 
prepared to work without Hindu colleagues. I too did not consider 
it to be in any way conducive to the best interests of the province 
that Hindu members should not participate in the Cabinet. I am 
glad that the Hindu ;Jaity has accepted my advice and let its represen- 
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tatives remain on the Cabinet and the ptafey'sincerely helped me in 
the achievement of the common object.“ 
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Turning to the Congress members of the Assembly the Congress 
President says J 

”Just at a time when I WaS expecting all Congress legislators 
to find themselves behind prison bars as soon as possible| the 
situation in Sind engaged me in an activity of the oppqite nature, 

I shouldered this responsibility wiHi my own choice and it was 
my duty not to shirk it undei^ts special circumstances, I have to 
admit that it is impossible to tread two contradictory paths one 
and the same time, Theerefore if we were forced by the prevailing 
circumstances in Sind to parti^cipate in the formation of a provinci¬ 
al Government it is necessary that we remain in the Assembly and not 

grudge support to the Cabinet as fap4s possible, I have directed 

/ 

both Sind Assembly member-s and members of the A.I.C.C, from Sind 
to abstain from civil disobedience. Congress members of the Assembly 
will confine themselves only to constructive criticism and at the 
same time strain every nerve to consolidate the present Ministry, 
Outside the Assembly the work of the provincial Congress Committee 
will be mainly devoted tP constructive programme, specially, 
Hindu-Muslim unityt” 

Maulana Azad prefaced his lengtliy statenent with the following 
observation J- 

” It is a matter of common knowledge that the root cause 
of the Minsterial tangle here was the outcome of mutual difference 
and rivalry between the Allah Baksh group of Muslim Assembly 
members and the other J^slim group in the Assembly, ” 

Maulana Azad said s ” On arrival at Karachi, I found there 
were three lines of action open to me; first, the ministry 
might be formed on an all party basis, secondly the present 
ministry might be dissolved and a new single party ministry formed 
and the third, so far as the Congrees party was concerned it might 
resign from the Assembly and all its responsibilities might come 
to end under the present circumstances, ” 
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Continuing he said “ I studied all aspect of the problem 
and every link in the chain of reasoning led me to conclude 
that the first and fundamental need for the welfare of 
Sind lay in establishment of a stable Government, I also 
concluded such Governemnt could not be established unless 
tv^onditions were fulfilled, first | the group laid by 
Khan Bhadur Allah Bux joined ministry; secondly, the Congres 
. party was prepared to help it# No other method could solve 
the existing tangle in Sind# Such a structure could only 
be on and all party basis. I therefore, decided to exert 
all my energies to achieve the abovementioned object, which 
I did achieve# - ( A. P. ) 




Chalking Out Progranme For Ministry 
ADDRESSE^UBLIC MiiETING 

KARACHI,Nov, 25. 

Maulana Azad addressed a public meeting in Rambaugh, 

Maulana Azad reviewed briefly his talks with various Hindu and 
^^slim parties in the Sind Assembly leading to the ministerial 
reshufting, The ministerial reshuffling,the Maulana said, was 
the first stejp towards a solution of the Sind problem* The 
major work was to be done outside the As'semblyo He appealed 
for restoration of Hindu 14islim unity. He also observed that 

lau'iicK 

Congressmen in Sinawill not luefe satyagraha. The first and foremost 
duty of SiiiriCongressmen was to work for achieving communal unity. 
The Maulana announced the constitution of committee of twelve 
members with Mr* Jamshed Mehta as Chairman which would work for 
restoration of c(&ii!nrunal harmony in this province. 

The Congress President was presented with a purse of Ib# 10,000 
on behalf of the citizens of Karachi which he handed over to 
this commltte fo|i)ropaganda for communal unity. 

Concluding Maulana Azad said ^ ” The welfare of Sind lies in 
forgetting the past and the Hindus and I^iislims in living together 
as brothers, I am leaving Sind confident of peace and harmony 
reigning over the province*" ,,, - ( U* P. ) 










SINC£nITY THAT COUNTS 
SATYGR AEi MOVE MENT 

Maulana Azad*s Address At Wardha Meeting 
SUNDAY, Dec. 1o 

”It is not number that counts this time but the Intensity, 
sincerity and earnestness of representative Satyagrahis who were 
elected by about fifty lakhs of Congress members and some crores 
of Indian voters under the Government of India Act of 1935," said 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad addressing a public meeting at Wardha 
presided by Seth Jamnalal Bajaj. 

He added " This proves that several chores of Indians are 
behind this movement and so this movement will have far-reaching 
consequences on India and the world ♦ In all our movements our 
objective is one and they will continue till it (Swarai) is won." 

Continuing Maulana Asad regretted the Patna incident when 
Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha offered Satyagraha and said the Government 
should have known the mob’s or peoples* demonstrative mentality 
but that does not "absolve us as we should be perfectly unperturbed 
and non-violent when Satyagraha is being offered and wait for our 
turn by following Mahatma Gandhi’s programme," 

He added, " I have some Bengal, U*P. and Bihar matters for 
disposal after which I shall join my chlleagues in jail . I could 
not do so long as I was preoccupied in Sind matters where, I 
hope, peace will rule. " ••• ( U. P. ). 
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4-MM CONGRESS MEMBERS TO BE AlLOt.iED TO PARTICIPATE 
IffiXT FORM OF SAIYAGRAHA 

A1LAEABA0. Dec. 13. 

* 

Addressing a public meeting this evening Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad said that after the present form of Satyagraha had spread 
right down to the village mandal, the next step would be that all 
four-anna members of the Congress who undertook to follow the 
conditions laid down by Mahatma Gandhi and who sent their names 
to be approved would be allowed to offer Satyagraha. He said that 
even non-Congressmen, who made the Congress question their own 
would be allowed to offer Satyagraha provided they sent their 
names for approval and undertook to follow the conditions and in¬ 
structions laid down by Mahatma Gand..i* This was necessary for the 
sake of discipline, unity and concerted action* 

t 

Maulana Azad laid special emphasis on discipline and toleranc 
He explained what freedom of speech meant with special reference 
to Satyagraha* 

Maulana Azad is not leaving for Calcutta to-night* He 
hopes to'^nish his work at Allahabad by to-morrow. Mr* Tandon 
met Maulana Azad at Anand Bhawan to-day* • (A.P. ). 
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A STEP TOWARDS DlSCIPLIME 

pCi ing of CH ABKHA 

Maulana Azad*s Address At Satyanarayan Park 

• • 4 

The significance and implications of the charkha were 
explained by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, addressing 
a meeting at Satyanarayan Park in Burrabazar area on Sunday 
afternoon. The meeting was organised by the Burrabazar Charka 
Prachar, Samity who held a spinning demonstration in the Park 
in which about a hundred and fifty persons, including women, 
carticinated* 

4b 4k 

The plying of charkha came within the constructive programme 
of the Congress, observed the Congress President# It was needless 
to explain why charkha had been included in the programme, because 
Mhatma Gandhi has explained it more than onc^ However, explaining 
a few words the Maulana said that the charkha was a link between 
the constructive and the political programmes of the Congress# 

The plying of the charkha was the first step towards discipline# 

So long as the workers fighting for the c ause of the 
country were not disciplined under the command of a general, they 
could not achieve the object they aspired for# The Congress did 
not want to achieve their end on the strenth of the sword or 
armaments? they strove to seek their realiation through the power 
of the spirit and the soul, and therefore, they did not harbour 
any ill-will against any person or any country. He implored the 
audience to take to the charkha, because, he was of the opinion that 
bji sc doing they would be doing a direct service to the mother 
country and th^s help the poverty-stricken millions. Millions 
of their peasants had not sufficient work to do and they had not 
sufficient to clothe themselves by mill made clothes# Nor could 
the millions in this land hope to be benefited the industrial 
development of the country since that sphere was olosed to them 
on account of capitalists and profiteers# Could they not, asked 
the Congress President, give an hour 0 a<^ day to the charkha, 
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the safest way of serving the country# 

opeaking on the present political situation in the country 
the Maulana Saheb referred to imprisonmentcf Congress leaders in 
the various provinces. He observed that the present movement had 
commenced from the top because the top had the most representative 
value^ Slowly but steadily it would spread to the different Congress 
organisations and then every four-anna member of the Congress would 
be asked to participate in it. It would then gain in volume and 
strength. 
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Speedi ng Up Of Satyagraha 
FROM JAM. 6 

Congress President On Future Developments 

"There is nothing new” was the reply of Maulana Abul 
Kalaa Azadj Congress President> regarding the Viceroy’s recent 
speech at the Associated Chambeis of Commerce and the letter 
of certain British M* P*’s in course of an interview to the 
” United Press ” just on the eve of his departure for Lahore 
on Wednesday evening. 

Maulana Azad added s "Since Ramgarh the Congress has 

travelled a long way to Poona offering co-operation on honourable 

and waited 

terms and the Congress waited/in the hope that the Government 
would see wisdom in accepting the elementary demands of the 
nation* But nothing better than the Viceroy’s old offer of August 
last is being repeated. Only the words are sweeter. Congress 
sees nothing in these speeches to reconsider its present course 
of action.” 

Asked about the future development of the Satyagraha 
movement, Maulana Azad said that the movement would be speeded 
up from the sixth January onward when it was likely that Congress¬ 
men down to the primary might be allowed to offer Satyagraha. 

He further said that Mahatmaji might even allow non-Congressmen 
to offer Satyagraha if they should fulfil the condition laid 
down by him and remain bound by the congress pledge. He also 
told that some such list were already with Gandhiji now under 
his consideration. He added however that even if Satyagraha be 
expan-ded the individual character of the movement would be 
maintained. 

His attention being drawn to the situation arising out 
of non-arrest of Satyagrahis in Calcutta and the Frontier 
Province the Maulana said that he was also thinking of the 
question and probably on coming back to Calcutta he would arrange 

for holding public meeting duily in the city. 
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Asked when he would offer Satyagraha, the Maulana very 
Jovialy told the ‘United Press* that he would be doing so 
probably by the laiddle of January* 

As at present arranged Maulana Azad will stay at Lahore 
for two days from where he will go to Lucknow for a day* Fr^si 
Lucknow he will proceed to Wardha to meet Gandhiji and discuss 
with him the situation in the Punjab* 




ADDRESSES A MSETIHG 


Significance of Non-violent Struggle 
Explained 

LAHORE, Dec* 27. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad addressed for 40 minuies a meeting 
of about 700 Congressmen who had specially arrived from different 
parts of the province. Several Punjab Congressmen expressed their 
views on the question of"Non-violence 

The meeting which commenced at 3 P#M. had not concluded 
at 6-30P.M. 

He stressed the nedd of complete faith in non-violence 
for the attainment of Swaraj. He explained in detail the signifi¬ 
cance of the non-violent struggle launched by Gandhiji. Mahatmaji, 
he stated had requested him to ascertain by personal visit whether 
the allegation that a large number of Congressmen in the Punjab 
did not believe in non-violence was true. He therefore, wanted them 
to speak out their mind openly without any mental reservation 
on the question so that Gandhiji might hot be misled and be able 
to decide the future course of satyagraha. 

Maulana Azad told Press representatives that an official 
statement would he issued to-morrow. 

It is understood that the Congress President has extended 
his stay in Lahore till Sunday. He has not yet come to any decision 
regarding the proposal to visit the Frontier. 

» REPORT INCORRECT" 

In a statement to the Press the Congress President saysJ 
**% attention has been drawn to a Press report from Delhi which 
says that I addressed the persons who had assembled at the 
Delhi railway station last night and in the end of the speech 
raised anti-war slogans. The report is incorrect. I am not used 

to raise slogans within or after a speech. I consider it to be a 

a 

bad taste on the part of/speaker. Whatever I said was not an 
antiHirar slogan. It was nearly an explanation of the anti-war 
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rosolution of the Congress# Those who have been listening 
to my speeches in the last six or seven months know that 
I always mention Congress resolutions about the war*” 

^ Rousing receiption was accorded to Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azadf Congress President,by a large number of Congressmen 
and Ahrar workers on arrival this morning* Shouts of 
”Azad Zindabad" rent the air as the train streamed in when 
Congress volunteers formed the guard of honour having presented 
th6^alute amid thunderous cheering. The Maulana dreve to Mian 
Iftakharuddin*s residence where he is staying as the guest of 
the Begum Saheba*/ - ( A*P* ) & ( U*P*) 
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THE CO MGRESS PEES IDEM 

To Offer Satyagraha After January 10 

• • • 

LAHCHE, Dec. 30. 

That the Congress President would offer Satyagraha after 
January 10 when he would be free from all responsibilities 
regarding Provincial matters, was revealed by ^^ulana Abul 
Kalam Azad in course of his talks to pressmen before his 
departure for Delhi this evening. The Maulana also maintained 
that non-violence would be the only wortiiy effort still, as 
even if Hindustan was in danger to-morrow, there would be no 
other means to save her. 

Referring to his mission Maulana Azad said it was successful 
and he was going with the idea that the Punjab would not be 
behind any province in the satyagraha movement. He in a confer¬ 
ence of Congressmen on the 29th told the Akalls that none cQUld 
join the Congress with communal ideas. There can be no represen- 
tatirn in the Congress on behalf of any community. They must 
join as individuals having faith in the Congress programme and 
pledge. 

Maulana Azad added that he sent telegrams to Sind 
ministers inviting them to read the latest developments in 
Sind and^e bimself hoped that his arrangement regarding an 
all-party government were still undisturbed. * (United Press). 
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ffpBgr^ss & s>1t Su]?faa.^..Bfigg 
M4UU NA AZA D«S OFFER 

Will Welcome Him If He Regrets His Action 
NEW DELHI J&n. 2. 

** The Congress will always welcome Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose 
to come to the Congress fold^ provided he regrets his past 
activities in respect of the breach of the Congress discipline/’ 
observed Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, prior 
to his leaving for Allahabad this evening# 

Maulana Azad added 2 All members of the Forward Block and 
other parties who wanted to offer Satyagraha would be required 
to comply with the Congress discipline and the conditions laid 
down by txx Gandhi;) i# 

Regarding the Frontier Province and Calcutta where Government 
did not arrest Satyagrahis Maulana Azad stated that from January 
6 arrangements would be made throughout the Frontier Province 
and different parts of Calcutta to hold meetings where the 
Congress stand would be explained to the public. - ( U*P. ) 


0 • 0 • 
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CONGRESS ATTITUDE TO WAR 

” Nothing Has Warra nted A Change ” 
M. AZAD EXP LAINS BA RDOLI DECISIONS 

Difference With Mahatma Gadhi On 
Non-Vilence Issue 


BOMBAY, Jan. 2. 

The Congress President was explaining the decisions arrived 
at the Bardoli meeting of the Congress Working Committee. 

NO PREDICTION AS TO NEXT STEP 


The Congress President added: 

” The fact that two resolutions, namely, one relating to 
non-vJdence and, the other about the attitude of the Congress 
in regard to the political situation came simultaneously before 
the public had given tia rise to some misunderstanding. I want 
to clear this. 

” Before proceeding to Bardoli, I had not the least idea that 
once again the question of non-violence and violence wotild come 
before us. This question was based by some friends but I did 
not like it as in my opinion there was no scope for raising this 
question at all. But I was very much surprised to find that 
when Gandhiji first addressed the meeting of Ihe Working Committee 
he raised the question and said, that the speech I made in Bombay 
and the short statement th-^t I issued on my release from jail 
vent against the spirit of the resolution passed by the A.I.C.C. 
at Bombay in September, 1940. You mi^t remember that I had 
emphasised the fact that it was the attitude of the British 
Government which was responsible for our decision about the war 
and unless she changed no question of change came before us, 
Gandhiji thought that tills was not in line with the Bombay 
resolution. 

He also felt that the statement given by Pandit Nehru to the 
”News Chronicle” was also against the spirit of the Bombay 
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resolution* It was quite clear to me that in the Bombay resolution 
the Congress had taken up the position that it would not priicipate 
in this war, because of political considerations. It was not because 
of non-violence* However, the interpretation now put by Gandhil^ook 
us back to the same controversy which was raised on June 3, 1940 at 
Wardha* I told Gandhij|that I f elt it was the first time that the Eombaj 


resolution was being interpreted in that manner to us* 

‘*Then I invited every member of the Working Committee to express 
his opinion* Last time when this question was discussed at Wardha 
there was a section in the Working Committee who were ready to go 
whole hog with Gandhiji. I invited these friends to expre..s their 
opinions first* They all said apart from the question of violence 
non-violence the Bombay resolution was based on political grounds 
only* There was only one member out of the 14 who were present who 
held a different view* The Bombay reolution was studied again and 
Sandhiji admitted that it could bear the interpretation that was 
tsing put on it. On the next day, Gandhi^rote a letter to me in 
which he said that he had committed a mistake in interpreting the 
Eomlay rescluticn differently and that the proper thing for him 
and for the Congress would be that he should be relieved of the 


respcnsitility of leading the movement* 

BIFFICILT SITGaTIOM 


The Committee was faced with very fifficult situ-ticn. None 

'Ll w 

../.V s prepared to hear this from Gandhiji# Efforts to persuade 
C^udliji not to give up the stewardship of the Cor-gress proved 
non-avail* The discussions were suspended for three days* I was 
usked in company with Jawarharlal to s-.-.e Gandhiji and try to find 
n Way out* Both of us tried our best, but we found that Gandhiji 
’‘^ould not budge and he stood like a rock on his decision# Gandhiji 
£-id thwvt for him it was no more a question of meeting them half 
Way ot finding a formula on which they could agree* The question 
before him was whether we were prepared to take up the position 
the Congress would not participate in the present war on the 






non-violence alone. 

We found ourselves unable to go so far despite our utmost 
desire to do so. It is quite possible that Congress may not find 
a way? when it would be possible for the Congress to participate 
in the war or to come to a settlement with British Govemaent; 
but in political life it is never possible to arrive at decijSsions 
beforefhand or to close all doors for all time. In these circaimstancej 
there is no other way before us but to how before Gandhiji*s decision. 
6orisequentlyi he addressed the letter to me which was placed before 
the committee and the committee arrived at the decision which is 
now before the country. 

TWO PiiHTb OF BOMBAY RB3CLUTI0N 


"There were two parts of the Bombay resolution. In one of them, 
we had declared that it was not possible for the Congress to parti¬ 
cipate int^he war. In the other we had requested Gandhiji and had 
authorised him to launch Civil Disobedience on behalf of the Congress. 
Nov after Gandilji’s decision, the Satyagraha movement is naturally 
suspended. What he now wishes is to continue it, not on behalf 
of the Congress, but in pursuance of his own mission. The Working 
Committee had made it clear that those Congressmen who wished to 


participate in that 


movement in their individual capacit 


y may do 


so and naturally nothing would please the Congress more than to 
see his mission succeed. 


I must however make it clear that even if Gandhiji had not 
raised this question of non-violence at this juncture, the main 
resolution woulc have been the same. Nothin,^- would be more incorrect 
than to think that the Committee’s main resolution was influenced 
by Gandhiji’s present decision. As a matter fact it was at Gandhiji’s 
suggestion that a sub-committee consisting of four members, besides 
me, drafted the main resolution. These members were Babu Rajendra 
Prasad, Pandit Javaharlal Wehru, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari and 
Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant* It is common knowledge that the five 






members of the Committee hold different views on several issues 
But the fact that ultimately they could come to the decision 
which is now before the country shows unanimity of opinion 
in the Working Committee on this particular issue.” 

NEXT STEP 

Questioned what would be the next step of the Congress 
the Maulana said that it was difficult to predict what the 
Congress would do. One thir^g was veiy clear and that was that 
the position of the Congress regarding the present war remained 
unchanged. 

Asked whether the Congress members of the Central Assembly 
would be permitted to attend the Assembly session, the Maulana 
said th^t Mr, Bhulabhai had placed before tte Gandhiji the view 
of the Congress Assembly party before his release. He had not 
personally seen the report. He, however, thought that compared 
to big issues now before the country the question of attending 
the Assembly was a minor one and to him it was meaningless too. 
However, there was no hard and rule and if ever it was 

considered necessary to allow members to attend the Assembly, 
they might be alJowed* 

CONGRESS AND A.R.P, 

With regard to the participation of Congressmen in A»R,P* 
work the Maulana said that so far as accepting the membership 
on the Committee was concerued, Congress members were not 
allowed to accept it. But it was the duty of the Congressmen 
to do all to save the life and property in any eventuality. 

But he aade it clear that Congressmen were not to come into 
conflict with the authorities in the A,R,P, work, - C A, P,) 
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MAHAT MA & CO NGRESS 
Haulana Azad On Bardoli Resolution 


The Congress President I-faulana Abul Kalam Azad has issued the 
following statement on the Bardoli Resolution of the Working 
Committee vis-a-vis Mahatma Gandhi's attitude 

" If there is any man in this country or outside^ who has 
interpreted the Bardoli Resolution in the sense that Mahatma 
Gandiii has withdrawn from the Congress led'.iershipj I would say 
that he knows nothing about Gandhiji, or about the Congress# 

Neither Gandhiji can withdraw from the leadership of the Congress 
nor it is possible for the Congress to reraain without his guidance. 
The simple meanintg of the Bardoli Resolution is that Gandhinow 
does not w^nt to Cc.rry on Satyagraha on behalf of the Congress. 

He wants to carry on oatyagraha against all wars on the groixnd of 
non-violence only, and only with those Congressmen whom he finds 
to be well up to his standard. 

national LI?i^ of INDIA 

"And after all, what is the Indian National Congress of to-day? 
Ivhat is the national life of India, which has developed with such 
an amazing speed during the last 32 years ? It is nothing but an 
outcome of the creative genius of Gandhiji. He alone is the 
author of all the chapters which the national life of India is 
preparing for the future, historian of the world. Every tune that 
rises from the strings of our national life is the creation of 
his finger touch. How can it be possible for him to leave the 
Congress; how can the Congress even think of it ? 

" The world requires some illustrations in order to understand 
our relation, but the difficulty is that no illustration can be 
given in this respect. Like all his other characteristics, 

Gandhiji is matchless in this respect also. If he finds you can 






Friday> Jan> 9. 1942* 


follow him with full conviction according to his standards, he 
would lead you as no other leader of the world can. If he finds 
that you cannot, then he wouljji^top; but even in such a situation 
he would treat you in a ma Jier which you cannot expect from any 
other leader of the world* 

MAHATMA’S GUIDANCE. 

” You will not see even the :^ntest shadow of complaint or 
bitterness. He will simply admit the differences, and in spite 
of them he wi 1 treat you in the same manner as he used to do 
before. Even in the matter in which you differ from him, he will 
give you every kind of guidance which you expect from him. What 
happened at Bardoli ? He differed from us in a particular matter. 
But we are so much accustomed to take his guidance, and he too is 
so much accustomed to give it to us, that in spite of difference 
there was nothing th..t would reflect the slightest change in our 
attitude. The Working Committee remained looking towards him for 
guidance in every matter and he continued advising it in every 
matter, as usual. We relied on him even in the matter in which we 
had differed. I requested Mm to draft that very resolution which 
the Committee had to adopt about his decision. He readily acceded 
to fit^ and the draft was ready the next morning. We only added 
a few lines to it, in which we have assured him that our position 
regarding non-vilence remains the same as we had accepted in the 
Bombay Resolution "o 






GANDHIJI«S REQUES T TO A.I.C.C. 

President Explains his Difference With 

lkhal;aa 

CONGRESS P OSITION U NCHiiNGED 

No Helps in War Efforts Without Guarantee 
' Of Independence. 

WARDHA, Jan* 15* 



The Congress President Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, in the course 
of his speech, comprehensively reviewed the political events during 
the last sixteen months* After referring to the Bardoli resolution 
Moulana Azad said, ” You are now exactly wherejrou stood sixteen 
months ago. You have not budged an inch forward* Nothing has 
happened that would make us change our attitude. We do want a 
change and we do want to obtain the control of the Government of 
our country Irrespective whether there is war or peace* Bardoli 
we took stock of what had happened during the la:;t sixteen months 
and also had to consider what should be our next step* The resolu¬ 
tion is before you* I am sure that every one of you will agree with 
the Working Committee that there is no necessity yet to make any 
chan,.e in the attitude of the Conf,ress so far as war is conceded - 
our position is one of non-participation and non-cooperation in 
war efforts. 

tc -ricX' 

That was the position in 1940 and that remains the position 
The British Government have not done any thing that would invite 
us to reconsider our position. ” 

HIS DIFPERfiNCE WITH GANDHIJI 

Maulana Azad then explained the difference in outlook between 
himself and Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi had a mission in life 
not only for India but for the whole world. He (Gandhiji) had 
declared that he would not have independence of India secured 
under the shadow of war and on condition that the country should 





support war. ”That is not the position with me and others and 
I am prepared to accept the independence of my country at any 
moment it is available whether it is during war or peace, 
whole and only object is the attainment of the freedom of 
Hidnstan. ^t does not matter if it is attained under the shadow 
of war. The only thing is that it should be real independence. 

NO CHANGE OF MIND EXE CTED 

Maulana Azad continued J ” i^atma Gandhi would have the 
Congress adopt the attitude that India cannot participate in this 
or any other warj adhering to the principle of non-violence* We 
were not prepared to accept that position because we were aware 
that themst majority of our countrymen would not accept that 
position. We tried to persuade Mahatma Gandhi not to take the 
step he had taken and to postpone it in view of the fact that 
thei'‘e was not prospect of any settOiement being arrived at 
with the British Government. ’We wer^. sure and we were not 
prepared to believe that the ruling classes of Britain would 
change their minds. It is true that whatever the counrry has 
achieved so far, is due to Mahatma Gand}ii*s leadership and 
our adherence to the principle of non-violence. It is, therefore, 
pointed out that logically we should pursue the same path and 
apply the principle of non-violence in all spheres of life. But 
it should not be forgotten that logic does not always rule life. 
In any case we were not prepared to accept the position that 
India should not defend herself with weapons”. 

PEESONid RELATION UNAFFECTED 

Continuing Maulana Azad said that although Mahatma Gaodhi 
and other members of the Working Coimaittee had differed, it had 



not affected their personal mutual relations in any way^ 

** The relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and us,” he said, 

”is unique^ There is nothing except death that can part 
us and the same is the relationship for that matter between 
Mahatma Gandhi and the National Congress and the national 
life of this country*” 

Maulana Azad spoke for more than ninety minutes* In 
conclusion he ridiculed rumours that there is split in 
the Congress* 

.** COLLECTIVE RiSPONSIBILITY 

At the conclusion of Wednesday's session of the Working 
Coinmittee Maulana Abul Ealam Azad, Congress President intervi* 
ewed by the United Press representative Said s ”After my 
opening speech to-morro\;, I propose to request Gandhiji to 
address the house. That will facilitate matters* We are 
placing the Bardoli resolution without any change, before the 
A.I.C.C* for their approval* Tne Working Coaamittee members 
will support it, and vote for it in pursuance of the time- 
honoured convention of joint responsibility of members, their 
individual views notwlthatanding* The Working Committee 
requested Gandliiji for elucidation of the constructive 
programme whida should be taken up undery^ prevailing condition 
in the country. Mahatmaji explained the pros and cons of the 
programme and the way to put it through* He hoped to place 
instruction based on our discussions before the A.I.C.C* 
for its approval* . 
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REia’ED RESOLVE TO WIN INDIA *S FRi^^DOM 
INDE PENDEN CE DAY 

Meetings & Hoisting of National Flags 
In Calcutta & Suburbs. 

TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Congress President Administers Sacred 
Pledge at Calcutta Meeting 


INDEPENDENCE PLEDGE 

Rastrapati Abul Kalam Azad presided over the huge public 
meeting which was held on Monday afternoon undei-* the auspices of 
the B*P*C.C* at Mohammed All Park in celebration cf the Independence 
Day. The meeting which was the biggest in recent time was attended 
by all sections and communities. 

Rastrapati in a stirring speech explained the significance 
of the Independence pledge and the decision which the A.I.C.C. had 
arrived at Wardha. Rastrapati administered the pledge to the gather¬ 
ing in Hindi and its Bengali version was administered by Dr. Pretap 
Ouha hoy. 

CONGREoE president^ SPEECH 

Addressing the meeting the Congress President, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad said that they had gathered theie to t ak€^ independence 
pledge anew. About 12 years ago they had announced at Lahore that 
the aim of the Congress was to attain complete independence for 
India, and since then they had been taking this plesge every year 
on the 26th of January. 

Referring to the present political situation in the country 
the Maulana Baheb said that unlike the previous years, when 
peaceful atmospheie prevailed, to-dpy war clouds were hovering 
on the toizon. In these disturbed conditions they wanted to live 
with honour; but the time was not such as to enable one to live 
for honour's sake. Now the questionvas how to die with honour, 
to die for their hearths and homes and for the country. This 
privilege to live and die with honour and prestige was denied to 
them. Who had denied them this privilege ? It was the British 
Governaient. This British Government had first denied them the 






to live with honour and then to die with honour# 

IIDIA & BRITISH POLICY 

Now there was another question, the Maul.^na Saheb continued, 
they were asked to die but what for should they sacrifice their 
lives ? Should they sacrifice their lives for a country which 
was not theirs ? Unless they knew that the house for which they 
were asked to die was theirs, they could not change their present 
policy# About 3 years had passed since the commencement of the 
war and passed away without effecting any change in the policy 

of the British Government towards this country# “It is a tragedy 

e. 

that statesm|in like Mr, Churchi] and Mr# ilmery can neither understan 
the present world situation, nor its future course of eventso 
Therefore, it is vain to hope that the freedom of India will be 
coming to them as a gift from the British Government, It is Indians 
who will have to earn it# They will have to act up to the pledge 
remembering that like other nations in the world, they have the ri¬ 
ght to enjoy the to fruits of their labour# No obstacle should 
deter us from the attainment of our objective# We must surmount 
all difficulties that might come in our way, and reach our goal# 

We must prepare our heart within for the ordeal which is in store 
for us#" 

CONSTRUCTIVE PR0GEa1#E 

The Maulana Saheb urged his audience to follow the constiuctive 
programme of the Ccn^;ress, and try to establish comniunal amity in 
their respective spheres of activity# He also enjoined upon them 
to remove uiitouchability, which was eating into the vitals of their 
society* In this connection he referred to the new constructive 
programme which had been ad^opted at the recent A.I.C.C# meeting at 
Wardha in order to meet their present demands# 
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Concluding the C.ongress President said that once they got 
the power in their hands it would be a different thing* But now 
they were helpless.lt is our duty to do wliatever we can to alleviate 
the misery of the people specially in these parts of the country 
(rural areas). Every Congress worker should dedicate his life to the 
services of the rural folk. Organisations of Congress workers should 
at once be set up for the purpose. Had I the power to change the 
Congress constitution. I would have made this service compulsory 
for every Congress worker". 

The Congress President then read out the independence pledge 
v;hich was adiopted by the gathering all standing, .o. - ( U. P.) 
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Line Of Action In Wartime 


AZAD EXPLAINS 


Constructive Programme of Bardoli Resolution 


PATNA, Jan. 30. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, explained at a crow« 
ded meeting this evening what he caled the new constructive programme 
embodied in the Bardoli resolution. It was new in the sense, Maulana 
Asad said, that it envisaged a particular line of action to be 
follo^ by the Congress duBing the war time conditions* 

Its first and most importcjat object was to prevent a rupture 
of the social and economic life of the people, which might happen 
on account of the war* 

Secondly, it did not propose to precipitate a clash with the 

Govt, and thirdly, it placed no barrier against any organisation, 

official or non-difficial to co-operate with the Congress in 

relieving the war-distressed people. 

Maulana Asad contended that it was the only practieable 

prograifime in the miost of such predicament as the Congress and 

the country had been put into by the unyldding attitude of the 

British Govt* and appealed tc the people to take up the programme 

in a spirit of mutual aid. A time was coming he continued, when 

plunder and arson might be frequentf It could not be expected of th 

0 

Government with all its efforts concentrated on the prpecution 

of the war to divert them to prevent such chaos. Ultimately, 

the responsibility of leading an ordered life in the midst of 
u 

such trc^blous times devolved on the people themselves « That 
could be done only when people were determined to restrain the 
unsocial elements from breaking through. It would be possible for 
a corporate and organised body to,prevent any attempted disruption 
of the social life by these elements* 
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Maulana Azad regretted that the country should have been 
kept In such unprepared and helpless state the Govt# jhe asesrted 
that thousands of Indians were ready to defend their country and 
fight against agc.ressor| fhe British Govt* having clogged itself 
in a slough of conservatism, would not however take advantage of 
this intense patriotism of India. It Wc.s a sad statej| of affairs 
that troops from China would be brought into action for defending 
India’s frontiers whereas millions of Indians would be con^ielled 
to resign to the role of passive spectators. 

Concluding Maulana appealed to the people to be realistic and 
give up their complacency. He applealed for co-operation from all 
sections of people and hoped that with the joint efforts the 
country would be able to ward off all difficulties which might arise 
from the war. 

Earlier, in the evening Maulana Azad attended a tea party given 
in his honour by Mr. M* Yunus, M.L.A., at which Mr. Sri Krishna 
Sinha, former Prime Minister of Biiiar and Mr. Anugraha Narain 
Sinha, Prof. Abdul Bari and several other leading men of the 
town were present. 

Maulana Azad will attend the meeting of the provincial 
Congress committee to-roorrow morning and address the members 
explaining the Bardoli resolution - Ca.P.) 
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mie, HOUR OF GRAVE PERIL 

maulana azad» s appeal 

Co-operation with B.P.C.Ct 

An exhortation to face manfully any eventiiali|;y that might 
occur was made to the citizens of Calcutta by Maulana Abul Kalam 
*zad addressing a crovddd meeting at Mahomed Ali Park on Friday 
afternoon# Like other free nations, the Congress President added, 
IndianI wanted to live honourably and if necessary, die honourably# 
The Maulana appealed to the audience to co-operate v.ith the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee in serving their fellowmen 
at this hour of grave peril# ^ 

Bjta# Latranya Probha Dutta, President of the B.P.C#C# was in 
the chair# 

A full and coirect appriisal of the situation was essential, 
observed Mariana Azad, so thut they might manfully face the 
ciisis that confronted the country to-day# They should, however, 
neither exaggrate under-estimate its gravity* 

So long the war had been racing at the frontiers of India 
but now it was knocking at their very door. The danger from Far 
bast was undoubtedly great andincreasing ever^^ day. But, at t"he 
same time, they should not shoit their eyes to the fact that India 
was also threatened from the West and by May or June next it was 
:iust possible that the danger might overtake them in this country^ 

A titanic struggle was being waged in the snow fields of Russia. 

-i n i^OLci 

German plan for victory before the winter set in ^ received 
a serious set back# Winter, however, was going to end soon and 
it would be no wonder if things took a wuite different t^rn 
on the Soviet frontier# It was no doubt difficult to visualise 
events as they might take place duting the next couple of montbiS 
tytit was by no means an impossible proposition for the Germans 
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to penetrate into Iran through 6aucasus m attack India* 

Although, Maulana Azad thought, it would prove a difficult 
task for Japan to conquer Burma and attack India by land and 
^^more difficult for Germany to penetrate through Caucasus 
he reminded the audience that success in modern war was by an^d 
large dependent on air superiority and as such that coastal towns 
of India like Calcutta, Chittagong, and Madras were vulnerable# 
The danger was admittedly grave but their greateslTmis fortune 
would be if under its stress people lost their moral^ and got 
panic-stricken. For the last 150 years, the Maulana regretted, 
Indians had been living in peace bought at ftie price of their 
freedom and had forgot ben how to face death as men* Deatn, he 


remindedjS^Wdiy overtook those who sought to ran away from 
They inust realise that they could save neither themselves nor 
their fsllowmen if they were seized with panic and lost their 
mental balance* 

Let them look at the world to-day; the problem before humanity 
was not how to live somehow but how to die honourably* Indians 
wanted to live as free and honourable men and if necessary, to die 
as free and honourable men* But the Britishers had closed the path 
to that although the Congress had tried to keep it open. Those 
who had blocked the path were in reality responsible for the preseni 
position of Indians helplessness and unless the path was opened 

they could not advance a step. 

But, the Maulana continued, there was a second path open 

to the Indians and that was the path of service to themselves and 

their fellowmen during the period of emergency* He was glad that 

the Congress had taken up the work* During his tour throughout 

Northern India he had felt that the people were looking towards 

the Congress for a laM. The Congress had declared that it would 

welcome co-oueration from individuals and organisations outside 

to 

the Congress* A programme had been^aid down according/the plan 
and satisfactory work was being done in several provinces in 


fe'thern Indiao 
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Cvop ULp 

He reminded that all Sorts of trouble might during 

Qiyxd 

an air rail^at there was no national Government in India^Congress 

had to take up a lot of work* But he was afraid that this work 

could not be carried on in an official way and although the 

Government would do something the Congress did not know how far 
be 

it would/sufficient* The Congress would do what they could with 
full responsibilities and would be prepared to co-operate noljonly 
with the Government but with other parties willing to work on this 
behalf* 


But the city most threatened, at the present moment, Maulana 
Azad proceeded, v/as Calcutta and the organisation they had set up 
would have its supreme test here* A sub-coamittee to carry on the 


work was formed by the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee a 
few weeks ago and he was glad to say that satisfaerory progress 
had been made# , ^ 

Calcutta, the Maulana announced, had been devided for this 
purpose into 32 words each placed in charge of responsible wardens 
and willing workers were being recruited in each locality* The 
organisation should permeate doivanward so that direct contact 
was established with each and every house and hamlet# Volunteers 
in every ward would educate the ppblic as to what they were 
to do in the event of an emergency. 

It was far from their intention, he added, to coiae into 
clash with ^.n#.?# organisation. The Congress wanted to serve 
the people and not hamper the work of those who also wanted to 
serve. They would leave *a.h#P. organisation with the Government 
if it functioned alright# Maulana Azad would not on the present 

occasion go itto the details of the work of the B.P.C.C# sub-corami- 

an ' 

ttee but he would like to make/earnest appeal to the citizens 
to co-operate wholeheartedly with the sub-committee in this 
useful work* 
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A large proportion of Calcutta's population lived in bustees 
and they had no protection whatsoever against death and destruction 
the enemy bombs might rain upon the city* It was the duty of 
the citizens to help these people and render^ unto them every 
service possibleo 

The danger was great but, the CoUijress President exhorted, 
it was up to the citizens to rise to the occasion* The only way 
to Save one’s own self was to try to save others. 






ABDUL GxiFFiO^. KHM»S 


AZAD EXPLiilKS 

Better Service To Congress Expected 


I'iaulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President has issued a 
statement announcing the acceptc^nce of the resignation of Khan Abdul 
:affar Khan of his membership of the Congre. s V/orkin^, CommiUee and 
ivoulnating Dr* Khan Sahet in the vacancy* 

The statement runs as follov;s i- 


At the occasion of the last a.I.C.C session at Kanihai Khan 
*dai'.l Ghaffar Khan had a long t^lk with me, as how to promcte the 
c'.iiStructive programme of the Congress in the luw.F.F. I found that the 
r.hn dahet keenlv believed that he would be able to serve thds purpose 
U:te-r if he be relived of the membership of the Congrt'ss working 


hrnlttee* He also emphasised the fact that he was an cut and cut 
h?.1ever in Kon-Viclence in all walks of life; and he found himself 
r.h.e at one with liahatma Gandlii in that matter* Considering this 
-ipect as well, he thinks that he will be more usrful in the great 
'.''ik which he wishes to undertake in - is province, if he is relieve- 
iica the membership of the Coromittee* It is needless to say that I 
K; colleagues were at first not prepared tc agree to thds proposals 
ki: on further consiceration I preferred to leave it to his Judgement* 


^"1 K «rL 


1 /■' 


I would not prevent him from adiopting this meti^od, provided 


tiut Ids decision remained unclianped even after consultaticn with the 
h-ovincial Congress Committee* How I have received his resignation 


Kt which he writes J 

" as per our conversation I have talked to my friends and co- 
^'orkers he*e. he have all eom€ .to the conclusion that the Congress 
be better served by my being relieved of official connection 

I 

’"-Ih the Congress and devoting myself solely to the Congress construct!- 
programmet As I have t^ld you I am a believer out and out in the non- 
‘'Sclent method in all walks of life, I will be bettor able to carry the 
^®-sage of non-violence to the Pathan mind if I aa- detached officially 
the Congress, whose policy can vary according to the exigencies 
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as may arise from time to time# My bond with the Congress 
will thus be richer than hitherto*" 

" I therefore accept his resignation, and nominate in the va 
-cancy thus created Dv* IQian Saheb. 

" Whether Khan Ahul Ghaffar Khan is in the Working 
Committee or not, he wil3 always hold a high place in the 
Congress. He has a place in the heart of eveiy Congressman." 






UNANIMOUS Di24AIID OF INDIAN P2QPLE 


A TRULY NATIONAL GOVT« 

Matilana Azad*s Letter To Sir Stafford Cripps 
CONGRUSS AND DEFSNC2 .,U3STICN 
Reasons NTiy British V/ar Cabinet’s Proposals Are Rejected 

Haulana izad in his letter to Sir Stafford 
dated April 10th refers to the question of Defence 
and says the Nationa? Government would control Defence 
through the Defence Minister and the Commander-in-Chief 
would control the armed forces and have full latitude 
in carrying out operations connected v/ith the war* An 
Indian National Government should have normally functioned 
in this war* 

But the new picture, further states Maulana Azad, 
plac "hd by Sir Stafford Ci-ir;ps before the Congress Uorking 
Committee was really not very different from the old* 

INDIA OFFIGl mot ./ANTSD 


NBW DMLhI. A?L* 11 

Maulana Abul Kalara Azad in his letter to Sir 
Stafford Cripps dated April 10th elucidating the Working 
Committee*s resolutions, refers to the discussion on 
the transfer of Defence and says that on general principles 
the National Government w’ould control Defence tlirough 
the Defence Minister and the Co::imander-in-Chief vfould 
control the armed forces and have full latitude in carrying 
out operations connected with the war. 

An Indian National Government should have normally 
functioned in this way* ‘We have made it cleFr that the 
Commander-in-Chief, India, would have the control of the 
armed forces and the conduct of operations and other 
matters connected with them* V/ith a view to arriving at 
a settlement we were prepared to accept certain limitations 
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on the normal parts of the Defence Minister, had no 
desire to upset in the middle of the war the present 
military organisation or arrangements* 

KIGII5K STRATEGY 

¥e accepted also that the higher strategy of war 
should be controlled by the War Cabinet in London which 
would have an Indian member* The inimediate object before 
us was to make the defence of Indian more effective, streng¬ 
then it, broadbase it on popular will and reduce all red 
cape, delay and inefficiency from it. There was aoX question 
of our interfering with the tecimical and operational sides. 
One thing of course v;as of paramount importance to us; 

India's safety and defence. 

irhhiiiMous DcairiS 

Subject to this primary consideration there v:as 
no reason why there should be any difficiuty in finding a 
way out of the present impasje in accordance with the una¬ 
nimous desire of the Indian people for in this matter there 
are no di'lferences among us. 

DIFFhHLhT .b’ORMULJiE 

Maulana Azrd deals with the different formulae 
suggested for Defence and says i ”The wording of a formula 
is after all a minor matter and vre v/ould not allow that 
to come in our way unless some important principle is at 
stake. But behind that wordin^ay certain ideas and we 
u'ere surprised to find that during the past few days we 
had been proceeding on wrong assumptions. IJhen we asked 
you for illustrrative list of subject^for two departments 
you referred us to an old list for the Defence Department 
which you had previously sent us and which we had been 
unable to ecc ,pt. 

RESIDUARY SUBJECTS 

You added that certain residuary subjects might be 
added hereto, but in effect there was not likely to be any 
such subjects as the allocation was complete. Thus you said 




substantially there was no change between the old list 
and any new one that might be prepared* If this is so and we 
are to go back ultimately to the place we started from| 
v;hat was the purj^ose of our searching for new formulae ? 
k new set of words meaning the same thing made no difference* 

NaW PICTUBE 

Maulana Azad says : In the course of our talks 
many other matters were also cleared up unfortunately to 
our disadvantage. You had referred both privately and in 
the course of public statements to a National Government 
and a cabinet consisting of ministers* These words have 
certain significance and we had imagined thst the new 
Government would function with full pov;ers as a cabinet with 
the Yiceroy acting as the constitutional head, but the new 
picture you placed before us '••as really not very different 
from the old, the difference being one of degree and not 
of kind* 

NO HATION/iL G0¥T . 

The New Government could neither be called National 

I'lCV 

except vaguely and inaccurately, net could it function as^ 
a National Government. It wo’jld just be the Viceroy and 
Kis Executive Council with the Viceroy having all his old 
powers* We did not ask for any legal changes but we did 
ask for definite assurances and conventions which would 
indicate that the new Government would function as a free 
Government, the members of which woiild ect es the members 
of a cabinet in a constitutional Government* With regard 

to the war and connected activities the Commander-in-Chicf 

Ke 

would have freedom and we woifld also act as /ar Minister* 

FIITUHS CQNVEI'iTIONS 

We were informed that nothing can be said at this 
stage even vaguely and generally about the conventions 
that should govern the new Government and the ’Viceroy. 

This was a matter in the Viceroy’s soul discretion and at 
a later stage it could be discussed directly with the 






Viceroy. Ultimately there was always the possibility of 
the members of the Executive Coulcil resigning or threatening 
to resign if they disagreed'with the Viceroy. That sanction 
or remedy is of course always open but it is curious that 
we should base our approach to the new Government on the 
probablity of conflict and resignation at the very outset. 

THE OLD PICTURE 

The picture therefore before us is not essentially 
different from the old one. The whole object which we and 
I be'ieve you have in view, that is to create a new psycho¬ 
logical approach to the people to make them feel their own 
National Government had come, that they v/ere defending 
their newly won freedom - would completely be frustrated 
when they saw this old picture again with even old labels on. 
The continuation of the India Office which has been a 

4-'*v '■''h 

symbol of to us would confirm this picture. 

INDIA OFHICE 


It has almost been taken for granted for some time 
past that the India Office woiild soon disa' pear as it was 
an anachronism but now we are told that even this undesirable 
relic of the past age is going to continue. The picture 
of the Government which was so like the old in all essential 
features, is such as we cannot fit into it. Normally 
we would have had little difficulty in disposing of this 
matter for it is so far removed from all we have striven 
for but in the circumstances tf to-day, we were prepared 
to give full consideration to every proposal which might 
lead to the effective organisation of the defence of India. 

INDIANS AFFECTED 


can 


The peril that faces India affects us more than it 
possibly, affect^ any foreigner 


and we are anxious and eager to do our utmost to face it 
and overcome it, but we cannot undertake responsibilities 




when we are not given freedom and power to shoulder them 
effectively and when the old environment continues which 
hampers national effort. 

CA3IHBT GOFT . 

I'lhile we cannot accept the proposals you have 
made, we want to inform you that we r.re yet prepared 
to assume responsibility, provided a truly National Govern¬ 
ment is formed. I7e are prepared to put aside for the 
present all questions about the future, though as we have 
indicated, we hold definite views about it, but in the 
present, the National Government must be a Cabinet Government 
vfith full power and must not meirly be e continuation of 
the Viceroy’s Executive Council. In regard to Defence, 
we have already stated what in our opinion the position 
should be at present. 

A TRAGEDY 

VJg feel such arrangement is the very minimum that 
is essential for the functioning of a National Government 
aiid for making a popular appeal which is urgently needed. 

he would point out to you thrt the suggestions 

we have nut forward not ours but may be considered to be 

A 

the unanimous demand of the Indian people. On these 
matters there is no difference between the Indian people 
as a whole and the British Government. As such differences 
as exist in India relate to constitutional changes of the 
future. 

We are agreeable to postponement of this issue 
so that the largest possible measure of unity might be 
acl'iieved in the present crisis for the defence of India. 

It would be a tragedy that even v/hen there is this unani¬ 
mity of opinion in India the British Government should 
prevent a free National Government from functioning 
and from serving the cause of India as well as the larger 
causes for which millions are suffering and dying to-day. 
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CRIPPS«S REPLY TO AZAD 

National Govt. Now A Practical Impossibility 

The following is the bext of a replj sent by the 
Pit.non'bio Sir Stafford Crirps to haulana Abul r>la-: Azad 
to his letter com .unicating the decision of trie Congress 
V/orking Committee. 

My Dear Maul ana Sahib, - I v/rs extremely sorry to 
receive from you your letter of April 10, expressing the 
rejection by Congress forking Committee of His Majesty's 
Covernment 's draft declaration* 

I nijl not deal .-Jith those points w.ich are covered 
by the original resolution of your Co;r,attee w.iich you sent 
me, as they were clearly not the reason for your decision. 

Uor need I go into the qujstion of the division of 
laties between che Defence Minister cna the Co ander-in- 
C ief as ./ar hember with which you deal at length. This 
division allotted to the Defence liiuister a 1 functions out¬ 
side tj'iose actually coli .acted .dtli tne General R jadquarters. 
Navy Headquarters and Air Headquarters which are under 
the Sommander-in-Chief as head of tue fighting forces in 
India. 

•a 

In addition to th^so functions in the riarrow field 
of ’'Defence" it vras suggested thet api other portfolios 
rel^’ting to that subject such as ;- 

HoMe Department - Internal order^police, refugees, 

etc. 

Communications Department - Railways ^roads,trans¬ 
port, etc. 

Finance Department - All v/ar finance in India. 

Supply Department - Supplies for al-l forces and 
munitions. 

Information and broadcasting D 0 p--i*t.iont - Propaganda 
Publicity, etc. 

Civil Defence Department - A.R.P. and all forms of 


civilian defence. 






Legislative Department - Heguilations and orders. 
Labour Department - Manpov/er, 

Defence Department - Administration of Indian 
personnel, etc. snoQd be put in the hands of representative 
Indians as memb U's of the Executive Co’uncil. 

iJotiiing further co’.JLd have oeer. done by 'ay oi 
giving responsibij ity for defe ..>-0 servi:;3s to -epresontative 
Indian moro.rs without jeopardising the imnedir-te defence 
of India under the Commander-in-Gni.jf. ?;.ls defence is, 
as you know, a paramount duty and responsieijity of His 
Majesty’s Government, while unity of co::: and is essential 
in the interests of the Allied help to India, 

The real substance of your refusal so ta!:e rr'rt 
in a national Government is that the lorn of Gover.uient 
suggested is not sa.ch cus wu'Id enable uou to raf" y che In¬ 
dian people as yoe desire, 

Pn.XrivAL Ii-li^0SSI3I.uI?Y 

Hou make two suggestions, Hirst, th'-t the consti¬ 
tution night ijow be changed. In t.-is respect I would point 
out ths-t you made this su^g'.'stlon for the first tims last 
■ight, n:arlp threi v/eeks after you n d received one 
proposr-ls, and I voimd further remark tn: t every other re¬ 
presen ...•-•rive '..'ith v/hom I have discussed tf.is view has accep¬ 
ted the practical impossibi; ity of any such Icgislrtivs 
change in the middle of a war end at suci: a uoment as the 
preseit, 

Second, you suggest ”a truly Uational Government'* 
be formed, whicli must be a ’’Cabinet Government with loll 
power,” 

Without constitutional changes of a most compli¬ 
cated character and on a very large scale tuis would not 
oe possible as you realise, 

ABSOLUfd DICrATORSIIIP 

Here such a syste-’. to u. introduced by con e ition 
under the existing circumstances, the nominated Cabinet 
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(nominated presumably by the major political orpanisation) 
would be responsible to no one but itself, could not be 
removed and wouu d in fact constitute an absolute dicta¬ 
torship of the majority. 

This suggestion would do rejected by all minori¬ 
ties in India, since it would subject all of tuem to per¬ 
manent and autocratic Ucjority in the Cabinet, nor would it 
be consistent with the pledges already i^iie . by His Majesty’s 
Covornmant to protect the rights of tuese rjV.iorities. 

In a country such as Indif wliere co': unel divisions 
are still so deep, and irres^o.isible majority Coverument 
of this kind is ::ot possible. 

Apart from tide, nowever, until such rime us the 
Indian peoples frame their new constitution^ ixis Majesty’s 
Government must continue to ca ry out its rubies to tiiose 
Ic-r 0 sectio-3 of the Indian people to an,ora it has given 
its pledges. 

fhe proposals of iiis Majesty’s Government v/ont 
as fer as possible short of a complete constitution which 
is generally acknowledged as impracticcsle in the circums¬ 
tances of to- ay. 

-.Idle therefore both I and his Hajestry’s Govern¬ 
ment recognise the keen desire of your Jorldng Committee to 
carry on the war against the enemy every means i'; their 
power, they regret thet your i.^oiiring Committ 0 0 s ••-ot seen 

its way to join in the war effort upon the conditions sin¬ 
cerely offered, the only conditions which could have brought 
together all the different communities and sections of the 


Indian people. 


Y’ours sincerely, 
R.Stafford Cripps. 
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M.AZiiD'S REPLY 


British Govt. Unable To Give Up Wrecking Policy 

are convinced thrt if the British Government 
did not pursue a policy of encouraging disruption, all of 
us, to whatever party or group we oelonged wo-old be aole to 
cose together and find a common lino of action”, declares 

C-v 

Maulana Azad in a reply sent to-day to Sir Stafford 


letter of yesterday. 

”I have just received your lett 
says the reply, ”a.id I must confess that . 
I were considerably surprised to re d it. 
t .is reply imnedi tely and can only deal 
some of the points you have raised. 


er of April 10” 

:'iiy colleagues and 
I am sending you 
briefly here with 


BBAI. POVt 


i.TA ^ 


ID 


The points covered by our original resolution are 
imporeant and represent ny coimriiDtee’s v/ell-considered 
views on the British proposals as ; wl.ole. But '>'ie pointed 
out to you that so far as the proposals relate to the 
future they might be set aside, as we were airdous to 
assimie responsibility for India's Government and defence 
in this hour of 'anger. This responsibility could only 
be undertaken, however, if it v;as real responsibil:ty and 
power. 


Db 




nr 


?monom 


As regards the division of functions between the 
Defence Minister and the Mar Minister you did r.ot give illus¬ 
trative lists, as .equested by us, and referred us to the 
previous list of the Defence Minister's functions, wnich, 
as you know, we had been wholly unable to accept. In your 
letter under reply you mention certain subjects, directly 
or indirectly related to the war, which will be administered 
by other departments. So far as the Defence Minister is 
concerned, it is clear that his functions will be limited 
by the first list that you sent. 




No one has sng^-ested any restrictions on the nor¬ 


mal powers of the Commander-in-6hief• Indeed we i^ent 
beyond tiiis and x^ere prepared to agree to further powers 
being given to liim as V/ar-Minister# 3ut it is clear thnt 
the British Government’s conception '^nd o^ors in regard to 
Defence differ greatly* 

For us it means giving^ it a national character 
and calling up-on every man and woman in India to partici- 
pa::e in it* It means trusting our own people and seeking 
their full*|co-op3-Ption in this great efx'ort. The British 
Government’s view seems to be based on an utter lack of 
confidence in the Indian people and in withholding real 
power from them* 

You refer to the paramount duty and responsibility 
of Kis Majesty’s Government in rega.-d to Defence, That 
duty and responsibility cannot be discharged effectively 
unless the Indian people are m^^de to have and feel their 
responsibility, and the recent past stands witness to this. 

The Government of India do not seem to realise that the war 
can only be fought on a popular basis. 

COhSTITUTIONidL CHhUaaS 

Your statement thrt we have for the first time after 
three weeks suggested a change in the constitution is hardly 
correct. In the course of our talks reference was made to 
it, but it is true that we did not lay stress on it as we 
did not want to introduce rew issues. But when you stated 
explicitly in your letter that we had agreed that no cons¬ 
titutional changes could be made during the war, we had to 


deny this and correct your impression. 

NATIONAL GOV-limiBNT 

It is the last port of your letter that has 
especially surprised and pained us. It seems th t there has 
been a progressive deterioration in the British Government’s 
attitude as our negotirtions proceeded. Vlhat we were told 
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in our very first talk with you is now de ded or explained 
away. You told me then that there x^ould be a National Gover¬ 
nment w'ldch would function as a Cabinet and that the position 
of the Viceroy would be analogous to thr-t of the Kin^ in 
England vis-a-vis his Cabinet. In regard to the India Office, 
you told me, that you were surprised that no one had so far 
mentioned this Important matter, and that the practical 
course was to have this attached or incorporated with the 
Dominions* Office, 


PIC'I 


u:ij 


ShATTEhED 


The whole of this 
before us has now been compl 
last interview. 


picture W:.ich you sketched 
etely shattered during our 


MIXED CABINET 

You have put forward an argument in your letter 
w!dch at no time during our nalks was mentioned by you. 

You refer to the ’absolute dictatorship of tne majority.’ 

It is astonishing that such a statement should oe made in 
this connection and at this stage. This llfficulty is 
inherent in any scheme of a mixed Cabinet formed to meet 
an emergency, but there are many '..'ays in which it cane be 
provided for. Had you raised this ouesrion we would have 
discussed ::t and found a satisfactory solution. The vahole 
approach to this question has been that a mixed Cabinet 
should be formed and sho’old cooperate together. We accepted 
this^. V/e are not interested in the Congress as such gaining 
Dower, but we are interested in the Indian people as a v/hole 

*a / 

having freedom and pov/er. How the Cabinet should be formed 
and should function was a question which might have been con¬ 
sidered after the main question vras decided; that is, the 

USUVeh Tb bo Cicvc >vu;. i- t 

extent of power^give up to the Indian people. Because of 

this we never disci ssed it v/ith you or even referred to 

ito Nevertheless you have raised this matter for the first 

time, in v/hrt is presumably your last letter to us, and 

tried most unjustifiably to side-track tiie real issue 
between us. 
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COm-CTAL uUESTIQ].^ 

You ¥illremember that in my very first talk with 
you, I pointed out thrt the communal or like questions 
did not arise at this stage. As soon as the British 
Government made up its mind to transfer real powor and 
responsibility, the other questions could be tackled 
successfully by those concerned. You gave me the impre¬ 
ssion that you agreed with this approach* 

I/RBCKIITG i-QLICY 

\‘Ie are convinced that if the British Government 
did not pursue a policy of encouraging disruption, all of 
us, to whatever party or group we belonged, would be able 
to come together and find a common line of action* But 
’jnhaf.pily, even in tnis grave hour of peril, the British 
Government is unable to give up its wrecking policy. We 
are driven to the conclusion th:t it attaches more impor¬ 
tance to holding on to its rule in India, as long as it 
can, and promoting discord and disruption here with thst 
end in view, than to an effective defence of India against 
the ag:ression and invasion that overhang us. To us, and 
to all Indians, the dominant consideration is the defence 
and safety of India, and it is by ehat test that we judge* 

You mention th-t you propose to publish your lett€ 
to me* I presume that you have no objection -on' to our 
publishing ouir original resolution, your letters to us, 
and our letters to you. 

CRIPPS«iLBTTBB3 TO ABAD 

Following is the text of correspondence between 
Sir Stafford Cripps and Maulana Azad 

I r 

Letter dated 30th March 1942, from Stafford 

Cripps ; 

”My Dear Maulana Sahib, 

I had the opportunity of a short talk with H.B. 
the Viceroy last night during which he discussed with me 
his views as to the implementation of clause (B) of 
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document. I propose to make the position as to this as 
clear as I can in my braodcast to-night. 

The ViczToy would be prepared to consult with 
Indian leaders on this basis to see v/hether it were possible 
to designate an Indian to some office connected with the 
Government of Indians defence responsibilities without in 
any way impinging upon the functions and duties of the Comm- 
cnder-in-Chief either in his capacity as Supreme Commander 
of the armed forces in Indi- or as the Member of the Execu- 


ti’e Council in charge of defence. 

I give you this r'nformation as you put the question 
to me when last I had the pleasure of seeing you. 

Letter dated First April, 1942. 

Dear Maulana Sahib, 

I understand from the Hindu press thrt difficulties 
are still in the mind of Congress as to ohe question of the 
responsibility T?or the defence of India* 

I have done wh t I could clarify this point 
but us I thinl: it would oe a tragedy if negoti: tions were to 
break do\m upon any misunderstanding of the position. I 
sho'old like to suggest thrt I sho’uld ask the Commandcr-in- 
Cxiief to inset yourself and Pa dit Jawaliarlal Kehrii i;ith 
myself in order that he may explain fiully to you the 
teciunical difficuJLtiss of the situation and in order that 
you may make to him any suggestions you u'ish as to the 
division of responsibilities in this sphere of Government. 
Unfortunately he is at the moment away at Calculitr but he 
is expected back on Saturday next at the latest and possibly 
earlier. If you consider this a helpful suggestion - as 
I hope you will - I will ask him the moment he returns 
whether he will be prepared to attend such a meeting and 
I do not anticipate that there will be any difficulty about 


it. 

I am sure you will realise that I do not want to 
be met with an imapsse if there is any reasonable way out.” 
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MAULMA 12AD»S REPLY 

(From Mr.A.K.Azad to Sir Stafford Cripps dated 
1st April 1942)• 

Dear Sir Stafford, 

I have your letter of to-day*s date, for which I 

thank you. 

If you so desire it, I shall meet the Comman* 

der-in-Chicf and Pandit Jawaiiarlal Hehru will, I hope, be 
able to accompany me. 

My Committee have already arrived at a decision 
in regard to the proposals communic^-ted by you to us. It 
was my intention to send this to you this evening, or 
possibly to take it over in person, in case you wished to 
discuss any point contained in it. This decision naturally 
covers other points also apart from defence. I hope to send 
it to you some tine to-day. If you wish to me.t me again in 
regard to this I shall gladly meet you. 

Iv^your letter you refer to tiie ’‘Hindu Press”, I 
do not know :;hat exactly you mean by this.” 

SIR STAFFORDS*S :JiPLY 

Letter from Sir Stafford Cripps to Maulana 
Sahib dated 1-4-42. 


”My dear Haulana Sahib, 

letter. 

I will make the arrangement for the meeting with 
the Com :ander-in-ChiGf the moment he returns. 

As to the document you rre sending over, I under¬ 
stand this express s the views of the Congress Working 
Committee upon the proposals, but that it is not intended 
to be a definite and final statement as to the Congress at¬ 
titude, in view of our meeting again. 

I should be most grateful if you coild come over 
and see me with regard to it to-morrow morning at 10 A.M. 





12, 1942. 


I apologise for the reference to the ’’Hindu 
Press”. I ¥as refering to the ’’Hindustan Times” amongst 
other papers. 

MHariHG r.T:TH WELL 

(From Sir Gtafford to Mr.Azad dated 3rd April, 

1942). 

”My dear Maul ana Saliib, 

I have now been able to see His excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief and he will be very glad to meet you and 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, to discuss the position regardi:.!’ 
defence. Subject to your covenience, 6 0’ clock to-morrow 
evening would suit General v/avell and if you can maaiage this, 
I suggest that you should come here at 10 minutes to 6 P.H, 
and I will go up i-rith you to the Com:;]ander-iri-Ci.ief’s office. 

If there are any specific points of detail about 
organisation w.'iich you wish to raise, I sho’jld be very much 
obliged if you could let -'e have a note of them to-night of 
first thing to-morrow morning so th; t the Commander-in-Chief 
can consider them before the meeting.” 

f3CH::iCx.L ^IFFIC[JLTIHS 


(Letter frora Sir Stafford to Mr.Azad dated 7th 
April, 1942). 

”My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have, as I promised vMien I last saw you, consul¬ 
ted His Ifajest3'’’s Government as to vhrat further step co-fld 
be taken in order to meet the criticism of youi‘ forking 
Committee that under clause (e) of the Draft Declaration the 
defence of India v/ 0 ”ld not fall to be administered by a 
represcntacive Indian. Although, as the Norking Committee 
have fully understood, it is impossible to make any change in 
the existing constitution during the period of hostilities, 

His Mtjesty’s Government are anxious to give representative 
Indians the maximum possible participation in the Goverrmient 
during that period, in accordance with the principal laid down 


in Clause(e) of the Draft Declaration. 
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I have explained to you the technical difficulties 
with regard to the position of the Commander-in-Chief end 
will not here reiterate them. 

I have also pointed out that all those main aspects 
of the defence of India vj-hich at present fall under the care 
of other members of the executive (e.g., Civil Defence, 
Supply, Home Affairs, Cominunication, etc., etc.) will 
if the scheme is accepted, be administered by representative 
members in the new national government* 

His Majesty’s Government are however anxious to 
do their utmost to meet the wishes of the Indian people and 
to demonstrate their complete trust in the coo,-erative 
effort of the two peoples, British and Indian, which they 
hope may reinforce the defence of India, 

They also appreciate the force of the arguments 
that have been put forw-^rd as to the necessities of an effe¬ 
ctive appeal to the Indian peoples for their ovm defence. 

A l/AH OUT PHOPOSBD 

I am therefore authorised to propose to you as 
a way out of the present difficolties that 

(a) The Comr.iendor-in-Chief should retain a s^at 
in the Viceroy’s Executive Council as ”./ar Member” rnd 
shoild retain his full c ontrol over all the war activities 


of the armed forces in India, subject to the control of His 
Majesty’s Government and the vMr Cabinet, upon Vfhich tody a 
representative Indian should sit with equal powers ii. all 
matters relating to the defence of India. Membership of the 
Pacific Gouncijjwould likewise be offered to a representative 
Indiaa* 


(b) An Indian representative member would be 
added to the Viceroy’s Executive, who would take over those 
sections of the department of defence wnich can organisa¬ 
tionally be separated immediately from the Commander-in- 
Chief ’s War Department and which are specified under head 
§») of the Annexure. In addition this member would take 
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over the Defence Co-ordination Department which is at present 
directly under the Viceroy, and certain other important 
functions of the Government of India wiiich are dir^ectly rela» 
ted to defence and which do not fall under any of the other 
existing departments and which are specified under head (II) 
of the Annexureo 

His Majesty’s Government very much hope - as I 
personally hope, that t as arrangement will enable the 
Congress to come into the scheme so that if other important 
bodies of Indian opinion are also willing it will be possible 
for His Excellency the Viceroy to embark forthwith upon the 
task of forming the new national government in constitation 
with the leaders of the Indian opinion*” 

A N H E X U R B 

(1) Matters nov/ dealt with in the defence department 
Thiich woifLd be transferred to a Deien e Co-ordinrtion Depart¬ 
ment* (A) Public Relations* (B) Demooilization and post-war 
reconstruction. (C) Petroleum officer, v/hose functions a_e 

to crlcitlate the requirements of, and make provision for, 
all the petroleum products required for the army, navy and 
air force, and for the civil departments including storage 
end distribution* (D) Indian representation on the Eastern 
Group Supply Council, (B) Amentities for, and u’-elfrre, of 
troops and their dependents including Indian soldiers 
)oards* (F) All Canteen organisations. (G) Certain non-tecixni# 
cal educational institutions e.g. Lawrence Schools, E*G.R* 

I*M* schools and the Prince of Wales’ Royal Indian Military 
College. (H) Stationery, printing and forms for the army, 

(I) Reception, acco mo‘ation and social arrangements for all 
foreign missions, representatives and offices. 

(2) In addition the Defence Co-ordination Department 
would talce over many major questions beai’ing directly '^n 
defence, but difficvat to locate in any particular existing 

departments* Examples are ’’DeniaB ** policy; policy of eva- 
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evacuation from threatened areas; signals co-ordination; 
economic warfare# 

(2) Formula for defence communicated bj Col# 


Johnson# 

In amplification of the Clause (E) of the Draft 
Declaration His Majesty^s Government make the following pro¬ 
position upon the subject mater of the Defence of Indian 

(a) The Defence Department shall be placed in charge 
of a representative Indian member with the exception of 
functions to be exercised by the Commander-in-Chief as Jar 


member of the Executive Council# 


(b) Jar Department will be constituted which will 
take ov 'r such functions of the defence department as are not 
retained by the Defence Member# A list of all the retained 
functions has been agreed to which va]l be added further 
important responsibilities including the matter now dealt 
with by the (Sefence co-ordination depajrtment and other vital 
matters related to the defence of India. 


HOhiaNG wQMIITT£E«S FQIlIdHL/v FOh 


- - H‘h' 
u-jV ilti i 


i(ai The defence department shall be pl"ced in the 


char e of a rcpresontotive Indian memb.-r, but certai., functions 
relating to the conduct of the war will be exercised for the 
duration of war, by the Commander-in-Chief, who will be in 
control of the war-activities of the armed fore as in India, 
and who will be an extraordinary member of the national 
Cabinet fo^* that purpose. 

(b) A war Department will be constituted ’under the 
Coimander-in-Chief* This Department will take over such 
functions as are to be exercised by the Commander-in-Chief# 


A list of such functions has been prepared and is attached# 

(c) The Defence Member shall be in charge of all 
other matters relating to defence, including those now dealt 
with by the Defence Co^-ordination Department. 




(i) SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS K FOBMULA 

(a) The Defence Department shall be palced in the 
charge of a representative Indian menber, but certain fun¬ 
ctions relating to the conduct of the uar will be exercised 
until the new constitution comes into operation, by the 
Commander-in-Chi3f, who will be in control of th3 war 
activities of the armed forces in India, ana who will be a 
member of the Executive Council for that purpose# 

(b) A War Depc-rtnent will be constituted under 
the Commander-in-Ciiief# This Department will jake over such 
functions as are to be exercised by the Commander-in-C .ief. 

A list of such functions has prepared and is attached# 

(c) The Defence Memb.T shall be in charge of all 
other matters relating to defence in the defence department 
and those now dealt with by the Defence Coordination mi 
Department in addition to other important matters closely 
related to defence. 

(d) In the event of any new functions falling to be 
discharged in relation to defence or any dispute arising as 
to the allocation of any old functions tt shall be decided 

by His Halesty's Government. 

The d’ar department for which the Commander-in-Chief 
will be member, will be responsible for the Governmental 
relations of G0K5.C., U.K.,;;. and A.IIoJo which includes 

( 1 ) Examining and sanctioning all pcoposals 
emanating from G.Ko'-t* N.H.and A.H.f. 

(2) Representing the policy of Government on all 
questions connected with the v;cr wn.ich origin."te in or concen 
G. H. , ilcK. m• or A. h. q# 

( 3 ) Acting as the channel of communication between 
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government on all 


such questions. 

( 4 ) Acting as liaison between these head..uarters 
and the other departments of Government, and provincial 
governments# - (A.P#)# 






Iprll 15 f 194^ 


WRONG APPROACH TO Ix^IAil PROBLM 

BHITISE PROPOSALS CRITICISED 


Indlc.n3 Should Have Been Asked To Draw Up A Scheme 

Congress President Lift A Corner Of The Veil Emphasis 

On Three Issues 

hew Delhi, April 11» 


Lifting a Conner of the veil over his negotiations 
uith Sir Stafford Cripps, Maul ana Azad, Congress Frcsilent, 
at e press conference to-day, referred to his first inter¬ 
view at v/hich, he said, he laid emphasis on three issues, 
GREATER COMPLICATIONS 


Firstly, he told Sir Stafford thft the appraoch 
to the Indian problem made in the draft declaration, was not 
only not correct but was likely to lead to greater compli¬ 
cations. 


A SIMPLE METHOD 

If the British Government desired to infuse a new 
spirit in India even at this eleventh hour and send out a 
person liike Sir Stafford for the task, the simple method 
would have been to send out through Sir Stafford the announce 
ment that Britain v/as prepared to part with power. Sir 
Stafford could then have asked Indians to draw up a scheme. 

If we failed to dravf one up, the entire responsibility 
would have been ours. 


Sir Stafford, in reply, refarred to the first 
part of the draft declaration and asserted that it was a 
considered decision of principle. He added that provision 
had already been made in it for different political orga¬ 
nisations and it w;-s open to them to come to an agreement 
at any time, 

”I pointed out,” said the Maulana, ”that after 
concrete proposals had been introduced by him, the task 
of independent agreement among the partie^in India had 
been made difficult,” 
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’’Secondly,” proceeded the Ma^ilana, ”I told Sir 
Stafford that the draft declaration laid much greater 
emphasis on the future than on the imnediate present. i/Iiile 
India demanded changes in the present system, the proposals 
relating to the present were not positive; they were 
negative. I said to him th t as far as the Congress was 
concerned. I do not see how it coul.d ac^i'ept the proposals. 
War, I said, was threatening India; but the light had gone 
out of the hearts of the millions, who might have sacri¬ 
ficed themselves for their country. 

Our CO mon taslc now demanded that we should 
find a psychological approach in order to rekindle the 
spark of patriotic fervour in those hearts. This coul-d 

i 

not be achieved merely by holding out promises for the 
future but people must be made to feel that they were free 
in their ovm country to-day and nad to defend their ov/n 
freedom and their own country.” 

'’Sir Stafford, speaking the great confidence, 
assured me that Clause (h) of the draft decla.ation provided 
for complete freedom f^^nd transfer of power with only one 
reservation about defence. 

”I then pointed out that defence of the country 
was the demand of the moment as far as the country was 
concerned and during the war, civil administration had 
disappeared because problems of defence permeated every 

l^'iro.ctc 

civil department and if you reserve defence, you 
reserve all the powers which you say are being transferred 
to India. 

’’Sir Stafford said by way of reassurance that the 
reservations related only to the functions of the Comman¬ 
der- in- Chief . 

”The rest of the discussion proceeded in respect 


of this particular question. 





”The third point emphasised by me was thrt in tack¬ 
ling the political question in India commune! questions 
were bound to arise at some stage or other and would have 
to be solved. I assured him that as soon as the main poli¬ 
tical problem was settled, the responsibility of finding 
a satisfactory solution of the conrnunal and other problems 
would be ours, and I could confidently assort th?t we would 
find a satisfactory solution. 

”Sir Stafford entirely agreed with me and said 
this was exactly what he had said before the '.far Cabinet 
before he came out to India. 

"This naturally conjured up in my mind a picture 
of the present not found in the cold words of the draft 
declaration and I, threrefore, n-'turally decided to call a 
meeting of the '.forking Committee to examine it. I,however, 
regret to say that the first impression of the picture crea¬ 
ted as a result of my earlier interviews with Sir Stafford 
gradually became blurred as the discussions on material 
points proceeded from stage to stage. And when I last met 
him Oil the night of April 9, the whole picture had comple¬ 
tely faded out* 

INTERVIEW WITH WAmi 

Referring to his interview with General V/avell, 
the Maulana said : **In the course of our talks, Sir 
Stafford Cripps had repeatedly emphasised the teciinical 
difficulties in the way of transferring Defence to an 
Indian member. He had suggested that we should meet General 
Ifavell, because he could explain the technical side of the 
question much better. But curiously enough':, throughout 
our interview with the Commander-in-Chief, at which other 
military officers were present, not a word was spoken about 
any technical difficulty; the entire discussion proceeded on 
political lines. It did not strike me for a moment that 
we were interviewing military experts but expert politi¬ 
cians. 




GMDIiIJI«S PART 


”I think,*’ the Maul ana went on, ”I must clarify 
the position created by certain speculations in a section 
of the press as regards Mahatma Gandhi’s part in the 
discussions. The Mahatma’s views as regards participation 
in any war are well-known and it would be entirely untrue 
to suggest that the Working Committee’s decisions have in 
any way been influenced by those views* In fact M fiLiil':an a 
Gandhi made it clear to the Working Committee that they 
were perfectly free to come to their o\m decisions on the 
merits of the proposals. He did not really want to parti¬ 
cipate even in the earlier sittings of the Working Committee 
but he v/rs presuaded by me to stay on from day to day as lonj 

as he could afford to do so# Eventually, my persuation 

0 

proved pjv/erless to make him stay /longer, 

”I want to repeat vfhat I said yesterday that the 
Working Committee’s decision has at every stage been unani¬ 
mous,” he declared# 

He concluded : "It is deeply to be regretted that 
the aim which all of us had passionately desired has not 
been reached but I must aclinowledge that all these discu¬ 
ssions were carried on in a friendly atmosphere and in 
spite of profound differences, which at times led to heated 
controversy, we and Sir Stafford have parted as friends# 

The cordiality of the talks was maintained to the last#” - 

(A.P#) 



Following is the full text of the letter from 
Maulana Azad to Sir Stafford Cripps dated April 10th j- 
Dear Sir Stafford, 

On the Second April I sent you the resolution 
of the Working Committee of the Congress containing their 
views on the tentative proposals put forward by you on 


behalf of the British Government. 


In this resolution 




MxlL . 


¥e expressed our dissent from several important and far- 
reaching proposals for the future. Further consideration 
of these proposals has only strengthened us in our convi¬ 
ction in regard to them, and we should like to repeat 
that we cannot accept them as suggested. The Working 
Committee*s resolution give^i expression to our conclusions 
relating to them which we reached after the most earnest 
consideration. 

That resolution, however, emphasized the gravity 
of the present situation and stated that the ultimate de¬ 
cision that we might take would be governed by the changes 
made in the present. The over-riding problem before all 
of us, and more especially before all Indians, is the 
defence of the country from aggression and invasion. The 
future, important as it is will depend on what happens in 
the next few months and years. We vere^therefore^prepared 
to do without any assurances for this uncertain future, 
hoping that through our sacrifices in the defence of our 
country we would lay the solid and enduring foundations 
for a free and independent India. Me concentrated, there¬ 
fore^ on the present. 

Your original proposals in regard to the present, 
as contained in Clause (E) of the proposed declaration, 
were vague and incomplete, except in so far as it was made 
clear that ”His Majesty's Government must inevitably bear 
the fxiLl responsibility for the defence of India.« These 
proposals, in effect, asked for participation in the tasks 
of to-day with a view to ensure "the further freedom of Indirf’, 
Freedom was for an uncertain future, not for the present; 
and no indication was given in Clause (S) of wh^t arrange¬ 
ments or governmental and other changes would be made in 
the present. When this vagueness was pointed out, you said 
that this was deliberate, so as to give you freedom to 
determine these changes in consultation with others^ XM 
our talks you gave us to understand that you envisaged 
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a national government which would deal with all matters 
except defence. 

ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE 

Defence at any time, and more particularly in 
war time, is of essential importance and without it a 
national government functions in a very limited field. 

Apart from this consideration, it was obvious that the 
whole purpose of '/our proposals and our talks centred round 
the urgency of the problems created by the threat of the 
invasion of India. The chief functions of a National 
Government must necessarily be to organize defence both 
intensively and on the widest pop^alrr basis and to create 
a mass psychology of resistance to an invader. Only a 
National Government could do thrt, and only a Government 
on v7hom this responsibility was laid. Popular resistance 
must have a national background, and both the soldier and 
the civilian must feel that they are fight infor their 
country’s freedom under national leadership. 

Ne pointed this out to you. The question became 

one not of just satisfying our national aspirations but 

of effective prosecution of the war and fighting to the 

last any invader v/ho set foot on the soil of India. On 

O- 

general principles ^ I'ational Government v/ould control 
defence through a defence Minister, and the Commander-in- 
Chief wo'old control the armed forces and would have full 
latitude in the carrying out of operations connected with 
the war. An Indian National Government should have normally 
functioned in this way. Ne made it clear that the Goiamander 
in-Chief in India would have control of the armed forces and 
the conduct of operations and other matters connected 
therewith. 

HIGHER STRATEGY 

Nith a view to arriving at a settlement, we were 
prepared to accept certain limitations on the normal po¬ 
wers of the Defence Minister. Vie had no desire to upset 




April 15. 1942 


in the middle of the Wc-r the present military organization 
or arrangements. We accepted also that the :.igher strategy 
of the war shoifl.d be controlled by the .’ar Cabinet in London 
which would have an Indian member. The immediate object 
before us was to make the defence of India more effective 
to strengthen it, to broadbase it on the popular wi’l, and 
to reduce a:i red tape^dejay and inefficiency from it. 

There was no question of our interfering with the technical 
and opojational sides. One thing, of course, was of paramoui 
importance to us: India’s safety and defence* Subject to 
t-iis primary consideration, there was no rerson '.vhy there 
should be any diff^hralty in finding a way out of the present 
impasse in accordance with ti.-e unanimoiis desire of the 
Indian people, for in thds matter there are no differences 
amongst us. 


The emphfpsis o': defer ce led you to reconsider the 
matter and you wrote to me on the 7th April sugge'ting a 
formula for defence. 


/Jb 


L KUJT 




In this letter you said, ”As the Torkirig Commditee 
have fidly understood, it is impo'sible to make my change 
in the existing constitution during the period of hostilities 
”The Torking 'Committee’s attitude in the matter hrs been 
completely misunderstood and I sliould like to clear this 
^p, although we are not inr^'ediately concerned with it. The 
Committee do not think that there is any inuerent difficudty 
in the way of constitutional changes during the war. Every¬ 


thing that helps in the war not only cau be but must be done, 
and done with speed. That is the only way to cairy on to 
win a war. No complicated enactments are necessary. A 
recognition of India's freedom and right to self-dcterminatioi 
could easily be made, if it was so dshed together v;ith 
certain ordei consequential but important changes. Best 
can be left to future arrangements and adjustments. I might 

remind you that the British Prime Minister actually proposed 

j 4-ur, otrp of the fall 
a union of France and England on the 







France, No greater or more fundamental change could be 
imagined, and this was suggested at a period of grave 
crisis and perlK War accelerates change, it does not fit 
in with static conceptions# 

IINA-BLl:; TO ACCdPT 

The Formula for defence that you sent us was 
considered by us together with its annexure which gave 

DT 

a list of subjects ofS departments v/hich were to be trans¬ 
ferred to the defence department. This list v/as a reveal- 
ing one as it proved that the Defence Minister wovld deal 
relatively unimportant matters# V/e were unable to ac ,ept 
tnis and we informed you accordingly# 

Subsequently, a new formida for defence was sugg¬ 
ested to us but v/itbout any list of subjects# This formula 
seemed to us to be based on a more healthy approach and we 
suggested certain changes pointing out th^t our ultimate 
decision would necessarily depend on the allocation of 
subjects# A revised formula was then sent bacir to us to¬ 
gether with an indication of tlie fuiictions of the War 
Department# This was so widely and comprehensively 
framed that it was difficult for us to loiow what the actual 
allocation of subjects and departments, as between the 
Defence Department and the i/ar Department would oe# 1 
request was made on our behalf that illustr--tive lists of 
these subjects might be su plied to enable us to consider 
the matter# No such lists were supplied to us# In the 

interviev; we had with you yesterday we discussed the nev/ 

J 

formula and express^ur vew-point in regard to it# I 
need not repeat what I said then# The working of the 
formula is after all a minor matter and we would not allow 
that to come in our way, unless some important principle is 
at stake# But behind that wording lay certain ideas and we 
were surprised to find that during the past few-days we had 
been proceeding on wrong assumptions# 
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When we asked you for illustrative lists of 
subjects for the two departments* ^ou referred us to the 
old list for the Defence Department which you h?d previ¬ 
ously sent us and which we hrd been unable to accept* You 
added that certain residuary subjects might be added to 
this but, in effect, the -e was not likely to be any such 
subject as the allocation was complete* Thus, you said, 
that substantially there was no change betv^een the old list 
and any new one that might be prepared. If this was so, 
and we were to go back ultimately to the place we started 

from, then what vms the purpose of our searching for new 
fornilae^A new 

/ / set of words m^ianing the same thing made no differene-e. 

KYW PICTURE 

In the course of our talks many other matters 
v/ere also cleared up, unfortunately to our disadvantage. 

You had referred both privately and in the course of public 
statements to a I'lational Government and a ’’Cabinet’* consi¬ 
sting af ’'ministers’*. These words have a certain signi¬ 
ficance and we had imagined th- t the new government would 
function ndth full powers as a Cabinet, with the Viceroy 

'■ffu 

acting as a constitutional head. But the new picture that ^ 
placed beforeus was really not very different from the old, 
the difference being one of degree and not of kind. The 
new government could neither be called, except TTiiguely 
and inaccurately, nor could it function as a National 
Government. It would just be the Viceroy and his Execu¬ 
tive council with the Viceroy having all his old powers. 

Vie did not ask for any legal changes but we did ask for 
definite assurances and conventions which would indicate 
th-t the new government would function as a free govern¬ 
ment the members of which act as members of the cabinet 
in a constitutional government. In regard to the conduct 
of the war and connected activities the Commander-in-Chief 
would have freedan, and he would also act as War Minister. 
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We were informed that nothing can be said at 
this stage, even vaguely and generally, about the conven¬ 
tions that should govern the new Government and the Viceroy* 
This was a matter in the Viceroy’s discretion and at later 
stage, it could be discussed directly with the Viceroy. 
Ultimately there was always the possibility of the members 
of the ^Ixecutive Council resigning or threatening to resipi 
if they disagreed with the Viceroy. That action or remedy ii 
of course always open, but it is curious that we should 
base our approach to a new Government on the probabi]ity 
of conflict and resignation at the very outset* 

INDIA QFFICU TO DISAPPEAR 

The picture therefore placed before us is not 
essentially different from the old one. The whole object 
which we and I believe, you have in view - that is to 
create a new psychological anproach to the people, to make 
them feel th-t their own National Government had come, 
that they were defending their newly-won freedom - would 
be completely frustrated when they saw this old picture 
again, with even the old labels on. The continuation of 
the India office, which has been e symbol of evil to 
us, would confirm this picture. It has almost been tahen 
for granted for some time past that the India Office would 
s-on disappear as it was an anachronism. But now v/e are tolc 
that even this undesirable relic of a past age is going 
to continue. 

The picture of the Government, which was so 
like the old in all essential features is such that we can¬ 
not fit into it. Normally, would have had little 
difficulty in disposing of this mater for it is so far 
removed from all that we have striven for, but in the 
circumstances of to-day we were prepared to give full 
consideration to every proposal which might lead to an eff¬ 
ective organisation of the defence of India. The perils 
that faces India affects us more than it cm possibly 
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affect any foreigner, and we are anxious and eager to do 
our utmost to face it and overcome it* But we cannot 
undertake responsibilities when we are not given the free¬ 
dom and power to shoiiLder them effectively and when an old 
environment continues which hampers the National effort* 

YET PREPiiHED TO ASSUME 
RESPONSIBILITY 

I'Mle we cannot accept the proposals yon have made 
v/e want to inform you th-'t we are yet prepared to assume 
responsibility, provided a truly national Government is 
formed* Me are prepared to put adide for the present all 
questions about the future, through, as we have indicated, 
we hold difinite views about it. But in the present, the 
National Government must be a Cabinet Government with full 
power and must not merely be a continu-'-tion of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council* In rerard to defence -’e have already 
stated what, in our opinion, the position should be at 
present* Me feel th't such an arranrement is the very 
minimum that is essential for functioning of a National 
Government and for making the popular appeal which is 
urgently needed. 

U'e would point out to you that the suggestions 
we have put forward are not ours only but ray be considered 
to be the unanimous demand of the Indian people. On these 
matters there is no difference of opinion among various 
groups and parties, and the difference is as between the 
Indian people as a whole and the British Government. 

Such differences as exist in Iniia relate to constitutional 
changes in the future. V.'e are agreeable to the postponement 
of this issue so that the largest possible measure of unity 
might be achieved in the present crisis for the deien^ e of 
India, It would be a tragedy that even when there is this 
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unanimity of opinion in India, the British Government 
gjRSg should prevent a free National Gover ment from 
functioning, and from serving the cause of India as 
well as the larger causes for wnich millions are 
suffering and dying to-day* 


Yours Sincerely, 
Sd/- A, K* ^zad* 


The Rt. non* Sir Stafford Crinps. 
3, Queen Victorja Road, 

New Delhi. 
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President To Discharge Duty Undeterred 


The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, has issued the follouing statenent on the resolution 
recently passed by the Madras Congress LegislaturesParty t 
"It greatly asto^wished and pained me that a man 
like Mr. Rajagopalachari, in spite of nis being a member 
of the Congress forking Commi-tee, should have adopted 
such an attitude. I am in communication with him. 

"I woidd assure you that any personal relation¬ 
ship howsoever dear to me, cannot deter me for a moment 
from discharging my duty as a President of the Congress. 

”I may point out in t;;is connection thft in 
the Congress organisation only the Provincial Congress 
Committee is the competent body to represent provincial 


views - not the Congress Legislatures* Party. Despite 
tnis fact, the party itself was >iot fully represented 
in the meeting. The information a.out the meetiiiE indi¬ 
cates that out of 191 Congress me doers of both the Houses 


only 52 attended the meeting. And when votes were taken 
only 36 participated in the voting. It clearly shows 
that it wo’old be wrong to attribute the decision to the 
ma^'ority of the Congressmen of the Province. 


- (A.P.) 






C.R.«S Wm ACTION 
WHY QBJaGTIOIIABLS 
Congress President’s Criticism 

ALLAHABAD, April 26 

Amplifying ils criticism of the resolutions 
adopted by the Madras Congress Legislature Party, 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, in 
an interview pointed out that the resolutions were 
objectionable on tV7o counts. Firstly, Kr.Rajagopalachariar 
as a member of the Congress Working Con iittee shoiiLd 
have waited till he had an opportunity to place before his 
colleagues in the Working Committee any fresh new 
materials in his possession, vjhich he thought necessitated 
the decision contained in the rrscliitions. Mr, Rajagopa- 
lachari», continued the Mau-ajia, would not have had 
long to wait as the Working Committee w^s meeting within 
three or four days of the Madras Legislature Party’s 
decision. 

If Mr.Lajagopalachari thought thet unconditional 
office-acceptance was desirable for the province of 
Madras or for that matter for any other province, he 
should have apprised the Working Committee of that 
desire and the reasons therefor. 

Secondly the Maulana was at a loss to miderstand 
h2>w on principle the A.I.C.C. could suddenly change the 
whole course of Congress policy and expect the Congress 
Organisationsto accept and carry out thrt change particu¬ 
larly when as it appeared at present there was only a small 
section of Congress opinion in one province in favour of 
any change* 


- (A.P.). 
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V/KY THE CRIPPS PROPOSALS 'A^hS RajBCTSD 

gr^gjLagBl;.Jtelajfig. 

**We Went Too Far To Secure A Settlement” 


BRITAIN*S LACK OF TRUST IN INDIA 

A.I.C.C. Endorses And Approves Decision Of Working 

Committee 

ALLAFiABAD, April 29 

MALTLAI-IA AZAD»S SPNBCH 

Maulana Azad in his opening speech, said 
*Last time we met at Wardha on January 15*. Three months 
have passed. The War is now drawing closer to India and 
both the fronts of India - the land and sea frontiers - 
are now threatenedo Singapore, wnich was supposed to be 
an impregnable base, has fallen# Then came Rangoon's 
turn# The war is now reaching our shores# l^ere do we 
find ourselves in this changing shape of things ? 

”We were told that the British Government was 
making a new api)roach to the Indian situation# It '-’as 
announced that Sir Stafford Criips, a me\aber of the War 
Cabinet, was being sent to India. Sir Stafford was not 
new to us# His arrival raised hopes throughout the world 
and in India too# The Working Committee was called and 
decided that I should meet him and should call the Working 
Committee to consider the proposals only if I thought it 
necessary.” 

TALKS WITH CRIPPS 

After recapitulating his interviews with Sir 
Stafi'ord Cripps, Ma’uLana Azad said that the Draft Declara¬ 
tion contained extensive paragraphs about the future# The 
future was so uncertain that in weighing the proposals the 
Congress had to see what was the decision about the present# 
But one thing had been made clear and it was that the country 
had been denied power over its own defence. 
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The Maulana said that Sir Stafford Cripps had 
in his talks, told him definitely th^t'the form of the 
present Government would be that of a national Government 
and the position of the Viceroy vis-a-vis the national 
%vernment would be the same as that of the King in 
j’elation to the Cabinet. He had pointed out to Sir 
Stafford at the very outset that the main purpose of is 
mission should be the settlement of the Political issue 
only and that other issues like the comrxUnal question and t. 
question of the States woidd not be relevant at that 
stage and they were to be settled by the Indians themselves. 
Sir Stafford, said haul ana Azad, liad agreed and in fact 
pointed out that he (Sir Stafford) himself had taken this 
line before the har Cabinet. 

’’This picture”, continued Maulana Azad ’’gradually 
iisapqeered from our sight and Sir Stafford finally gave 
such a different shape to the picture that v/e could by no 
stretch of the imagination even cere to look at it”. 

OF DMFhiCE 

’’Defence is of primary importance at this 
moment”, continued Maulana Azad*"It is defence that 
matters most v/hen ue iiave been drawn so close to x^ar.” 

’’The British attitude towards the Indian sitiiftion 

* c w 

ever since the outbreak of the war has been such th'-t we f±n 
ourselves in a difficult position. .e have made it clear 
to the country and to the X'/orld at large that if ever 
a conciliatory spirit wps necessary for a settlement we 
shovred it. Je went far in our efforts - in fact, too far- 
to secure a settlement - but it is clear that the British 
Government have no trust in us. Tliey are not prepared to 
leave our defence in our own hands. This is a question 
of national self-respect. 

”A necessary concoiimmitent of the position taken 
up by us in relation to the Cripps proposals '/as that we 
would be prepared to participate actively in the war. It 
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is knovm th"t some members of the Workir^j Committee are 
with Mahrtna Gandhi in their support of out and out non-vio; 
-ence. But I proud to say that, throug.hout thu two 


5r, 


V-^ 


weeks of our negotiations with-£*^4 Gtaffor'" Criul'S, uiey 
took "I r' u^onderful^y conciliatory a-: tit.,do r.n; t.ioy .ale 
it clo'r thrt they wo’.'Id consistently uatlj tieir position 
of non-violence, do their best to assist us* I hat^e 
nothing but praise for them and I want to make it clear 
that oui‘ decisions were unanimous (cheers)”* 


■ V ■ 


Haulana hzad said th^t ftafford Cri ps had 
made it plain tin t tno India Office as such would not 
contlnute but that lauer on, this point also disapperred. 

C0...-;UIHlt ..UESTIOh 

Continuing Haul ana Azad said ; ”It would be 
v/rong to say tint wo considered the Cripps proposals with¬ 
out having -orned in our minds a picture of the solution 
of the com'.unal and other questions* Our scand was cleara 
As far as the Cri pos mission :-is concerned we v/ero consi- 
dering the political issues only* I emphasise here that 
we wouild ha.vc produced a successful solution of the commu¬ 
nal mo. other questions withiSi twenty liours of a 

X o 

Siv 

srttlenent if uhat settlement was rescued with Sc± Stafford 
Cripps”* 

It wo'uld be entirely mtrue to say that the Cripps 
mission had succeeded in making tiie Indian leaders change 
their hearts as far as the country's attitude towards the 
war was concerned* This w s hinued even in t-ie House of 
CoMuons debate yesterday* But I want to make it very 
plain that it would be absolutely incorrect to say that 
even though the Cripps mission had not been successful 
in what it l:ad set out to do, it had succeeded in changing 
our attitude to the fundamental issue, namely hir-t only 
a free India can defend herself (cheers)* 
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"Sir Sta.Tord Cri.ps has emphasised at Karachi 
and on his return to London that the initiative in 
dealing ¥ith she Indian situation "dll not now come from 
the British Government but I want to make it plain that 
no lurther initiative step will be tak'en from the Congress 
side either*'* declared the Maulana, 

As the evening w^re on the amphitheatre was lit by 
flood-lights and by a number of flares burning from bowls 
placed on top of columna erected around the ground* 
JAPiKjdSf THREAT 


.referring to the Japanese threat from the mast 

the Maulana said that only a slavisxi Liind could imagine that 
Japan would gi'/e us freedom* '*If any Indian says that 
we shoiild welcome the Japanese, then all ti.nt I can say 
is tnr.t fds mentality is a slave's mentality v/hich can thinl 
■jnly in terms of change of masters and never in terms of 
ihs o'.in freedom* Our differences with dritaiu should 


ot drive us to welcoming the Japanese or any other ag re- 
ssor* It does :.ot (aatter if it is an "active welcome" 
or a "silent welcome"* I v;arn you especially against 
what I nave termed "silent welcome" to aggressors* I'e 
will str'nd on our own legs* de can rely only on that free- 
dom which we will win with our ovm will not 

tolerate any aggressor though he xxjr says thet lie is 
coming to give us freedom*" 

d O F NON-yiOLihIv,E 

"The weapon of .^on-violencG is with us nd we 
will use it if faced with any ag ressor* we would have 
taken up armed defence, but that has been denied us* 


The weapon of ;.on-violence has been with us for the last 
twenty-two ears and no one can take it away from us* 
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A menbor of the A.I#C,C* at this point asked : 
Does this meaPi that you advocate non-violence not as a 
principle but because we have been denied armed defence ? 

Maulana Azad : No. This has been made elecr by 
the last meeting of the A.I,C.C, at Wardha. lie made it 
clear that v/e conld take np armed defence only if our 
national demands were satisfied and we had a national 
government. 

I'u Jfc conclusion the Maulana said that in view of 
the critical situation and the grave issues before them 
he would re.uest the members to make their speeches brief 
and said that he might sometimes have to ask members 
to confine their speeches to bare essentials. 

The Maulana made a reference to the death of 
Seth Jamnalal Baja,;; and paid a tribute to his sterling 
patriotism and sacrifice. The President spoke for a 
.lour and half. 

The Co ;mittee passed, all members standing, 
a resolution of condolen e on Seth Jamnalal’s death which 
was moved from the chair. 







WAR MD rSQPLS^S DUTY 
Congress Working Committee Discussions 

ALLAHABADjApril 30. 

After this morning’s session of the V/orking 
Committee, Maulana Azad in^^'ormed pressmen that the main 
resolution about the war and what people should do to meet 
it was still under discussion but thrt he expected to re¬ 
lease to the pre':S this evening one or two resolutions 
w.mch were being considered in tills connection. 

He explained that it might be necessary to have 
more than one resolution outlining the policy a. d the pra¬ 
ctical measures v/hich the Congress have in mind. 

The A.I.C.C,, he said, would after this evening’s 
meeting probably have to meet to-morrow morning and again 
in the evening. 

The .'/orking Committee is resuming at 2 this 
afternoon, Mr, C.Kajagopalachariar will attend, - (A.P,). 


FLAG HOISTING C'-TRi-lICIff 



AL.LAI-IABAD, April 30 

"Some aggressor nations have disigns to fly their 
flags on our soil but we will prevent thrt even at the 
cost of our lives', observed Maulana Abul Kalam Anad, the 
Congress President, hoisting the Congress flag on the 
All India Congress Committee pandal grounds this morning 
in the pres .nee of members of the Working Committee and 
the A.I.C.C. men and v;onien Congress volunteers and a large 
gathering of other spectators. The proceedings began with 
the singing of the '’Bande Mataram,” 

"Onfi flag is too firmly planted in our hearts for 
any other flag to take its place. It is a great pity that 
our flag has not yet taken its rightful place in the country 
but I assure you it will soon come into its own", concluded 
the Maulana, - (A,P.), 




A.I,G.C, HgJiSGTS MADRAS RESOLUTION 


NO VIVISECTION OF INDIA 
RIGHT PROCEDURE TO SOLTE PROBLEM 


MauLana Azsd Suggests Meeting of Congress and 

League Representatives 


Allahabad, May 2. 


PAiaSTAN AGAIN.IT S.'IRIT OF ISLAI-1 


The A*I.C.e. met this morning, Maulana Azad 
presiding, to consider the Madras resolutions* 

Ma^olana Azad, in his opening remarks stated 
” I have some points to put before you* Firstly 
as is dorr from my press statements also, the forking 
Committee acts like a Cabinot. Me hold discussion and come 
to our decisions and once a decision is taken we stick to 
it. If any meraoer disagrees keenly with a decision, it 
is incumbent upon **im to severe his connection v/ith the 
forking Cocinittee* As I have said oefore, Mr. Ha^agopala- 
chariar, as a me.nber of the './orking Goimaittee, should not 
have sprung a surprise on us but shoidd have 'nited till 
he could laave placed :.is oint of view before the Morking 
Com Ittee first, .fhen I ruentioned this thing in the dor- 
king Committee itself !'r. ?n jagopolachariar agreed v/ith 
t.ils view of niiwe. He said xie had arrived rt his decision 
after mature consideration and could ;.ot resile from it. 

I nad under the circumstances regretfiilly to accept Mr. 
Rajagopalachariar's resignation from th'e 'forking Committee.'’ 

Mailanr Azfd said that another non-oificial resolu¬ 
tion moved by Mr. Jagatnarain Lai had a relevance in conn¬ 
ection '.rith the Maducs resolutions and as such -le '/o’H.d, 
as a special case, allovr tils resolution to be moved after 
Mr. Rujagopalachari had put his point of view before the 


House, 


i-'hen general discussion world follow. 
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^Rajaji’s speech appeared in the 
Ararita Bczar Patrika dt*3-5-4S“ 

Page ij 

kAULiJ'A A^itP'S CKITICISK 

Maul ana jizad then made these sonc’uding rem?r::s ; 

’’Rajaji has put ids point of view before us. He 
believes tlv't the Congress-League differenc.^s ere iirmful 
to ihe Gsuse of ;:-e country r-nd should be ended. Or: tUiis, 

I say, there co Id ..ot be two opinions in this Hcusei -^'e 
also feel the same ¥ay. But I a^i astonished zhst if Krjaji 
had this end in riew ne shoidd have adopted the procedure 
he did. In fact I feel that the iiioi|thod snd proceduTO 
adopted by hrdaji hatte done the greatest harm to this cause 
and I i.old Ha.iaji fidly respo sible for it. 

''Rajaji of all persons'*, co:itinned the Maul ana 
wno was in the inr^er counsels of tiie Congress ':ne¥ all 
about the attempt made by us for tiie solution ol 


nor-3 


ulfferen-'es. I have pesowully done uy best .hn tlisd dire¬ 
ction. For five years I made at .erupt after attempt. Some 
of she atters have come to your imowledge. Out 'chere are 
SDue w ich haveViot been void by no to anybody, because 
I t.-.ought it v7orld se setter to tell them if sometiuing 
definite had tiu’ned s.p. I left .:ctr:ing ..-ndone. I declare 
tliat tl.os- v7no had the reins of the Muslim Loag..e in cheir 
hands ouilt up an impenetrable wall agsinst t!:e Congress. 


IMhOCSIBLl 


a"! d. X 0 *. 


"a met Mr. Jinn ah tU'ico. ran lit Jawarhxrlal Hehru 


corresponded with him and Gandhiji also rnt Mr. Jinnaii, 
Cendhiji did his best. Sometimes, public opiirion was 




even against us for this nersistence of ours. Then c 


impossible situation arose. Firstly, our . istory of the 
pr;st fifty years or so was to be obliterated and the Con¬ 
gress was to reduce itself to a Hindu body only. Secondly, 
we vfere to recognise the claim that the Muslim League vjas 
the sole representative of Muslims. These premises were 


impossible and nothing could be acldeved with them. 
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To-day the Congress has large nimbers of Muslims as 
members 0 But that is not the question, hven if there was 
not a single Muslim, Sikh or Christian in Congress, the 
Congress so long as it iakes a national stand and watches 
national interests represents the whole nation and is not a 
communal or sectional body. The result of this attitude 
was that we were lost in these preliminaries and we could 


not get down to the real problem.” 


ThS COhRUCT p^.ocbdumh; 


The Maulana continued that he had suggested through 
Sir Sikandar Eyat Khan at the time of tse Karachi session 
of the Muslim League that the League should uomiir'te five 
reure;: .ntatives and the/ could then sit to/etlier and tlirash 

It fc» —' 

out th3 whole situation. That would be the correct procedin| 
He always tiiought that the attempt would be v/orth na!:irg 
even if it did not acnieve success, The.e would not result 
any harm from it. 

The Gueetion concerns the 'whole country”, said 
the Ma^olana ”Rersonalities and sentiments do not count. It 
is : matter coruerning the entire nation. 

’’Raj'aji’s method is wrong and would harm the very 


cause w.lch he is advocating. It is .ot a wuestion of 


somebody putting up a demand and our conce|di::g it* As 
I have said the correct procedure world be to nominate 
representatives and to discuss the questions involved. 


ilven now I am -orenared to caj 


1 4 - 


U f uU'-C 


the Lhrldng Committee and 


I ^ 


ask thorn to nominate five representatives^of the Muslim 


League to find a settlement.” 


”Rakistan is against the spirit of Islam,” declared 
Maulana Azad. It could .;ot be said that one part of a 
country where the Muslims happened to be in a majority was 
”Pak” and the other parts were ”Eapak”. 




^OLE THIj:G KIPT /AGUE 

”Tiie details of PaJclstan have not been clarified. 

If Sir Sikandar Eyat Khan^asked, he sa/s one thing , Mr. 
Jinnah says something else and the resolution itself 
means something else. The ;;hole thing has been kept 
vague. In a ca;So like thijis, of nhuEt is a responsible 
organisation like ours to take note ?*’ 

Maiilana Azad said it U£s v/rong for any political 
party to strike up attitude vh.ich wo;fId be like a dead¬ 
weight on politi.:al adv nee. It wo^ild be wrong to say : 
”This is our demand and if it is ;':ot aj.lov/ed we x>aill have 
nothing to do with you.” 

keferring to misa_.prehensions that there might exis' 
as r egards the Muslims in the provinces, f e Maulana said 
tii:t as early as the harngarh session i.e had made it clear ii 
::ls Prssiclential address tnat whrt he contemplated v/as a 
C.antral Government and provincial autonomous -units so 
constituted th:t the Central Government world exercise the 
least interference with t:ie irioernal autonomy of the pro¬ 
vinces. 

before declaring the sessjen closed, Maulana Azad 
tiianked tiie Orranising Co’-’mittee for th.e satisfactory 
arrangements they had made for the comfort of the members. 
He praised the simple cut impressive decorations of the 
open air amphi-thertre and the arrangements made to make 
the place as sool as possible in the o;pressive heat. 

He said it v/oidd be invidious to mention names. 

The M anlana said he had been much impressed by the 
discipline and organisation shown by those in the manage¬ 
ment and the volunteers. He said he was convinced of tnis 
from trie very moment of his receiption at the rail wap- 
station. 

”Such a wonderful display of discipline is gratify¬ 
ing^” concluded the President, ”not only because discipline 

is the soul of our organization but also for its importance 
in a nation*s life”, hfhl ‘ ' 


• ... - ( 
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AZAD»S P£PLY TO MSRY 
BANNED RESOLUTIONS 

Not A Single Phrase Misrepresents Facts 


In a statement to the Pi-ess, the Congress 
President, Maul ana ibul Kalsjn Xzacl refers to the reply 
given by Mr, L.S.^ery, Secretary of State for India 
in the Eouse of Commons vritb regard to the banned resolu¬ 
tions of the Congress forking Committee and says that if 
the Government would be prepared to let nim Jcnow what 
parts of the resolutions were based on unverified rumours 
or fflisrepres :.nted facts and convinced him that the 
information in their possession was incorrect, he would 
unhesitatingly express regret on behalf of the h'orking 
Committee mnd withdraw the resolutions• 

The Maulana, however, ’’affirmed with the fu lest 
sense of responsibility” that not a single phrase of the 
resolutions is either based on imverified rumours ^ Or" 
misrepresents facts# 





BMNED RESOLUTIONS OF CONGPilSS 


*Not A Single Phrase Is Based On Unverified Rumours 
Or Misrepresented Pacts* 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Congress President has 
issued the following suatenent a short suminary of which 
appeared in our Satui'day's issue 

The statement of Mr, L.S.Amery about the banned 
resolutions of the '^ongress ^/orking Committee though 
sui'prisingly irresponsible, has r^orked no feeling of sur- 
prise in me, ’/e are now sufficiently accustomed to hear 
such things. 


Replying to a puestion !lr, Amery s£id 


"These 


resolutions vh:icn were reached on gross misrepresentation 


of Tacts or on un-verified 


rumour criticised in lunbriiled 


terms the recent actions of the military and civil autho¬ 
rities in India end liurma. They were calculated - and 
to judge by their language, were, I think, deliberately 
calculated - to undermine, public confidence in the Govern¬ 
ment and the armed forces." 


But I affirm with the fullest sense of responsi¬ 
bility that not^a single phrase of the resolutions is either 
basectpn unverified rumours or misrepresented facts. 

TIhatever it said M is based o.. solid facts derived from 


the most responsible and reliable sources. 

Regarding the last charge I would like to say how 
could the Congress attempt to undermine a thing w!:ich 
does not exist. But the confidence can easily be created, 
ii atteast in this matter, if the Government of India is 
prepared to adopt a simple course. Neither any member of 
the Congress Working Committee nor r.yself have any desire 
to insist on the occurrence of the deplorable facts mention¬ 
ed in the resolutions about Malaya and Burma. 






May. 12 , .19.42 


A^AD-'S 


0?FER 


I would be the first man to welcome the non- 
occurrence of the events, if any one of them is proved 
to be incorrect or based on hmours. I,therefore, 
asked the Government whether, prenered to let me know 

A * * 

vfhat partjof the resolutions are based on unverified 
rumours, or misrepresented facts; and give me a chance 
to lay the information which I have in my possession 
before it ? If it is prepared to adopt this course 
and convince me that our information is incorrect, 

I would unhesitatingly express regret on behalf of 
the v/orking committee and witi^raw the resolutions. 

Are the Government of India and the Secretary 
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IHDIA<S HEART WITH CHINA 
BROTEaREOOD OF ^lANKIND 


"f. 


Maiilana Azad's Message To Chinese Muslims 


Maul ana Ab’il Kala:r. Azad, the Congress President 
h'-^s sent a reply to tne message of goodwiJl sent by the 
Islanic National Salvation Federation of China through 
its representative Mr. Othnian K.K. VIooo In forwarding 
his : etter to the President of the Federation, General 
Omar Pal Cheng Esl, the Maulana has also presented the 
latter with two parts of Ids work "Tarjumanul ..ur’an'h The 
Maulans’s letter resds as follov/s :~ 

''Do'r General Omar Pal Cheng Hsl, I have received 
your kind letter through Mr. Othnan K.H. Moo. You, rs the 
President ifof the Islamic Ilattonal Salvation Federation, 
have sent a message of love and good-will, which has deeply 
impressed ne and my people* I have the honour to present 
to you the sincerest sentiments of cordial gratefulness 
on behalf of myself and ny people. 

It ';:s an occasion of utmost rljssure to ru-ve met 

\ 

your great leader, Generalissimo Ciipng r'ai-SheIr and 
Madame Chiang r'al-Shell, I found in his personality a great 
man of our times who is mo'oldiug the destiny of a great 
nation; and the world a-ith alj its obstacles cannot hkS 
dare to shake bis indomitable courage and determination. 

It is a natter of greet honour to flight the war of inde¬ 
pendence and democracy sunder the banner of such a great 
leader. I cord.:ally congratulate your grea.t nation for 
it, and assure you that India’s heart and mind is with 
you in tJba struggle. 

Th:t part of your letter specially delighted me 
where you say, ’Me Muslims should particularly developgH 
our spirit of struggle and sacrifice in accordance with 
the instructions of Islam. On the sho'olders of the 
Muslims lies the responsibility for maintaining the 
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sacred world peace and the protection of the freedom and 
order of mankind.” 

How correctly you have interpreted the teacliing 
of Islam. There is nothing more to s.dd. Undoubtedly, the 
fun nmental spirit of Islamic teaching deaands from every 
Muslim^ to be the standard bearer of Hunan equality and 
democracy in the world. In the 7th Ce.tuTy l.C, ’hien 
Hurope i;as plunged in the darkness 6f the middle ages, end 
all the nations of the last had lost the torch of knowledge 
and justice, it was Islara that gave the message of frater¬ 
nity and eq'iai.ity to mankind end emancipated them from the 
bondage of social rnd religious narrov/ness under which they 
.■jere suiTering. Brotiierhood of mankind and fatherhood of 
God is uhe basic spirit of Islam. 

/e, the Muslims of India are very much delighted 
to liiow bhat our Chinese co-religionists are fighting 
3.-o:ldor' to shoulder with their countrymen for their 
co’mtry's cause and thac there is no discord between 
the various groups of the country. This attitude of the 
Chinese Muslims is undoubtedly q- ite in consonance with 
the t-eachings of the social ^eligiori. The spirit of Islam 
\-mnzB to unite man with man in every wall: of life, it 
does -.ot tend to crjate dissention. 

I was very glad to have met your able representa¬ 
tive Mr.Otiiman Ihli* Hoo. I hope he will leave r. similar 
impression wherever he goes on his noble mission in the 
various Islamic countries. ” - (ii.P.) 
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C0NGrt:i;3S & CI?IL PIiOTBCTIOH 
Y0LMTB3RS* DUTY 

Maulanri Azad Explains At Calcutta Rally 


Two ral lies of volunteer corps raised by the 
Congress Civil Protect!sn Committee v;ere old in 
Cclcutta on Sunday, one in Centre 1 Crlcutuc.. and other 
:hi South Gal cunt a. About a thousand ^ol^unteerc 
particip'ted in these demonstrations which O'ere •.'isT.GsaeA 
among others, by the Congioss President, Maulana Abul 
Zalam Asad* 

Addressi..g the demonstrations, ha lana 
explained to then the tongress's selG-prctection and 
seli-suificiency p-rogra ..:e, he laid special emphasis 
on the distingoisihn:: ch-: racteristics of a volunteer, 
.:ar:el:^, character :nd courage, :nich, he tnougiit, w:re 
the two most essential tnisigs in carrying out ir^ccess- 
f ulj y the tasi: of a pienbor of the Congress s'oi.intesr 
corps, eSi^ccially in uiergo^.cies of tne t./pe at 
present bureatenh^g. He ex:oried everyone connected with 


th 


■'^,y 


■t ’ ; ^ 

J.i- 

respect of courage an 

d fortitude 

f ounl 

wCi; 

e.ting when 'ualled u'on 

to serve 

. In 

y^p ‘ 

rticvRcr, he stressed, 

in the 


organisation to which they belonged nuTRsers did .not comst* 
hhet do count was the spirit cf soi"7ice and sacrifice of 
each indi 'idual vol'jnteer* 

Those v7ho attended the demonstration, included 
Mr^-Labanya Prove Dutta and hr, halipada Muhherjee, 
Secretary of the Provincial Congress Committee. Mr. 

Bliupati Maj'amde:^ Secretary of the Congress Civil xh’otection 
Coii:mi:tee, hr. Harendra hath Sen, Secretary cf the Central 
Congress Committee, Mr. Satyanarayan Misra, Secretary 
of the Barrabazar District Congress Coramittee and Mr. 
Sliamsul Huj and Mr. hep in Bihari Ganguly, Councillors of 
the Calcutta Corporation* 
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COIIGRESS & U.P> GOVT.RECaiT ACTIONS 
Maulana Azad Condemns Aggressive Attitude 


Maulana AbuJ. Kalam Azad, Congress President, has 
issued the following statement i 

The U.PoGovernment hrs recently adopted an aggre¬ 
ssive attitude towards 'che Congress and there is a growing 
feeling in the people thrt something is developing behind 

pL. 

the screen* Only a few days ago, Mr* Rafi Ahmed Kidv^ 
was arrested under the Defence of India Rules, and now 
Mr, S.K.Paliwal, President, U.P.Provincial Congress 
Committee has been arrested at /gra and Mr. Maliabir 
Tya.gi at Dehra nun* Other workers of the province have 
also been arrested during the last few d'. ys. It is 
impossible for the public to guess even a distant ju:ti- 
Iication for these arrests* Full six months have not 
elapsed when the crison doors were opened :t !Ir,Kidwai 
and Pandit Pali'wal, and certainly ti:ey were "lOt released 
because they were considered to be dangerous. One fails 
to imdersuand wiiat has happened during the last six 
months th't they have become as dangerous as .lOt to be 
considered fit to breathe air of freedom. Ilow-a-days 
the whole Congress or ;a:;isation is busy in one work* 
viZo, the programme of self-protection and seli-suffi- 
ciency* Surely we sho'a].d not be forced to infer thr^t 
the standard of b,P,Government’s .judgment is so curious 
that even these activities of the Congress cam.ot be 
spared from the grip of the Defence of India Rules, 

ACTIOh AGAIx:3T ’^HATIOr.'AL HERALD ” 

The Security of the '’Nationa]. herald” amounting 
to six thousand rupees has been forfeited and a fresh se¬ 
curity of twelve thousand hrs now been demanded. Moreover 
it is still fresh in our minds in what manner the office 
of the All-India Congress Coauittee was searched. It 
was not only considered iBcessary to take away the copies 
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of the banned resolutions, but also other papers of 
the office, 2ven the typewriting and cyclostjling 
macidnes were considered to be dangerous to be left 
in the office, tet does all this mean? It is nece¬ 
ssary th: t we shoiuLd know where we are standing. 
Personally my mind is quite clear about the present 
attitude of the Congress, I do not want to take any 
step under the present circumstances, which might 
hdp the a.ggressor in any :ay, I v/ant the *wnole Congress 
organisation to devote itselfto the progra .me of self 
protection and self-sufiiciency, he have no other way 
MoM before us. 




ut if the Provincial Coverniients are let loose 


to adopt such cn rg-ressive attitude, then it is 
obvious th'-t our wishes wo Id be of no avail. The '."arch 
of events wo^nld itself shape the fi’t^are, and the attitude 
of Government would be responsible for the results which 
v/ould naturally follow. 
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PROSECUTION OF BJ. B> DAS 
ORDERS CRITICISED 

MaiELana Azad on Orissa Situation 


Maulana Abiil R?lan Azad, Congress President, has 
issued the following statsment 

It was steted in the newspapers a few days ago 
that the Government of Orissa has issued orders for the pro 
secution of Shri Biswaneth Das, ex-Premier of Orissa, The 
news of his arrest has not yet been reoeived. It Mr, Das 
has been arrested, it would be a new link in that chain 
of events wr.ich are consecutively occurting in the Province 
A Ministry has been formed v/bich lacks the su.port of the 
majority. The whole province is impatient to throw away 
this uncouth ourden. As there co Ad be no constitutional 
method to su.port this uriCons-;itutional procedure, all 
sorts of tactics are being used to pair: time to save the 
Miuistry, In order to #uag£> existing situation prop.rly, 
it wo’ola oe sufficient to give a passing look to the events 
of the last lev; months» 

PAST EVEij-IS 

It the time of the resignation of the Congress 
Ministry in 1939, the total strerigth of ins i.iembers was 37 
in a house of 60. Cut of the remaining membv^rs 4 were 
nominated and IP independent members. One seat was vacant 
owing to the death of a member. In November, 1941, 7 
members of the Congress Party deserted, joined the rest 
numbering 22 under the leadership of the Maharajah of 
Farlaklmedi and formed a Mi Istry, hnen the Ministry wsts 
formed the Premier in a statement to t:.e Press said that 
he wo'-ld call a session of the Assembly i.lthin 6 weeks 
But the session was not called till the second wed: of 
February, 1942, Before the Assembly met 2 members of the 
Congress Committee were arrested under the Defence of 
India R-ales, and were sentenced to various terms of 
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imprisonment* The charges were prejudicial acts Tor 
impending war efforts and creating disaffection against 
the Government. In appeal before the Sessions Judge all 
the accused have been acquitted on the cnarge of prejudi¬ 
cial act against war effort, though conviction on the 
charge of creating disaffection against Government stends. 
In one case where order for bail could be secured from the 
High Court, the release on oail was delayed oy 2 days, 
so that the member co'-dd not att9..d the voting on denr nds 
on ohe budget in the Assersuly. In the meantime one of the 
deserters from the Congress farty had resigned, and the 
'^ending bye-election was successfully contested ana won by 
the Congress aprinst he'-vy odds. The position of prrties, 
on the last day of the hssembly on the list harch was 
as follows : Congress 29 (plus 1 S caher), Linisterialist 

U./W(A- CVU- ~ .1 ■' < ( 

H. Party uied, \vhich reduced tneir mx.wjtir to 28 as cpsinst ’’ 

b^^jof the Congress and lacn/iy.g . seats for bye-elections. 


i3 ji.ii O' 


't' ' -1 > - r 'I —1 ^ T rv" ' 


On Ag.ril 18 the Leader of the Congress Party, 
hr.Tiswanatl- Drs, wrote a letbsr to hie Governor ashing 
him to convGtiG the Asse: blv meeting. The letter ‘:as 
m.rely ac'mno'rlredged and no reply iws bo:n x^orthcorning in 


s-dte of reminder( 


Cn the ;37th of hry 2 members of the L 


Party resigned tlieir :aembjr.-hip of the Party. 


J-I i 2.0 \j 


erialist 


they 


did not want to continue su; porting the hinistry, thus 
reducing the strength of the party in mower to 26 only. 

On the 3rd June the Leader of the Congress Party wrote a 
second letter to the Governor along with letters from 28 
members of the Party. The letter has ot been rcPnowledged. 
so far, and no information is availaole if the Lsse-ibly is 
to be convened at ail or ot. Bye-elections to the 
seats are not being held. Although hr. Das l:a.s not re¬ 
ceived any reply to Lis letter from the Governor, yst in 


a sense he has received one. lie has been informed that he 
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is about to oe arrested, 

Tiris is the new popular Government of Orissa, 
v/liicli lies received the Messin^s of t.'io 7ic..roy, ■'^nd, about 
nhrich the Secretary of State for India v;r-s so jubilant in 
the house of Co mons. 


iU.thougii the credit of ez.:ibiting teds curious 
farce of constitution lies with tne Governor of 

Orissa, we must not forget tl.e Government ci India. The 

' ( 

real credit goes to them al^g. - 


V. . • r • > 
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'.'arohap-nj, July 7, 


7T 

PjLi Pi . 


IC^’ CF Dll 


r, r 


11 ainirj? the 1 crV?’ na lo': tide's r'^r.c la t: cr 
regard]Tja GlGct?ca. cf dplerat'c I'anl^^a-'^ /.I: 1 izad, 

Irr'preac Frasldert oai^ tc t’-'a rn'ted Frazr ^'entative : 


fif 


Bver since my release frem iail, I have F^^en con<"*'derir'.f 
the question of ncn'-al verhinr of the Corore'rs constitution. 
Fcrdoli, larchs and Ailahahod m^^etinos vere c^=uoted to 
mere urgent and imTcrtant isc'es ni t^' tie result that this 
matt'^r vas hanrlnm fire. I'^cv the Icrti''''” Gommitt'^e 
Linanimeusl^^ decided tl at t^'e Cooc'T'p.-'^ j 
in' normal mo’''ner, a-d ^cnce f'' i s '"ec:’s: c^'. It 'loes ’"■ct 
necessarily moam; that I’crl'' h^ a. Conoress sess'cn^ 

hut if the si t'naticn sc v^.rrant^s, call the sn>np-icn 

vtior’ v/as not •''<=1^ since Farrnrh.'' 

I'aulana Izad also told t^ e Vn'ted Iress t'^at !-e had 
pponTTrpd Fhula'^"'''ai J^'cai’s lett‘'r cf resimnaticn f’^om 
the Conmress horhiro Cc'Tnttee on?v ■^•osterda''' noc'". It 
mentions that "'is si ate of health dc^s not r-r^-it 'in to 
continue as a meither. 


Heoarding representati ors for di ^ej hq 

aoqinst Kr, Raiapopalachari and F.r. Samtham'-.rthi j the 

*> 

Congress President s-ic the matter rested with I rm^r’^-ci al 
Congress Commltto''^. 7^-r. rratt-r cc^Id h^-fore the 
VopFing Cemmittpe cnl?^ on arneal a^-'-:rst their decision. 


(4.F. d F.F.) 
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CCrGHESS AJID THE ”f:EXT STEF” 


HCi, MTIDEAXAL OF THE BFITI5I 04 

H’.r’r-TnnT^Ii 


^ -wl 


Jl.'. zrA ii i\-L i. .L ■. LuJ iJt,.i. 


I’/ardha, July 1 !^. 


Further diccussr'cn cn Fa-'ntra Sandhi's draft resolution, 
on tFe rresent rolltical situation and the ”rext step” with 
rarticnlar reference to so^^e cf the cl .iect" cns yl sec 
yesterday aopj^yst tie draft, tcch rlace tc-day at the 
Congress Working Ocrroittee Feetinr. Kaulyus -ihul Lalan 
Azad. told the ' Issccl atoc rress' t*'-at the rpyp-^ al dif 3 CU.ssior! 
u'.as stl"'”^ roi’^u on and honed that the Cr’'T’itt-'^‘^ ncujd 
conclude it': rell'’'''eroti c:-'s hv Tuesday 

Is a r^c'lt 0 " o'ests^'Ts:.''^"., it rcTaars t'^at 


1 T) VP i' 
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differences of oninion reFa.ndIno the dot a'* Is, Tl'i s d^ffe 2 'e’ice 
takes the usual old fory, narr^ely th,at v^r’lc- Gandhi an 
Froup is pr^'^nared to accept I-'ahatrr-^ Gund'-i's drstft rescluticn 
without anyr alterations or arendnents, Fancit Jawah^-'rlai T'etrii 
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and Maulana Abiil Kalam Azad, the Confrecs Fres'^’doi t, are 
rerorted to be inclined to the vievf that the issue roust 


be made purely a political one, consistent vith their 
oprositlon to all Fascist aggression and support of the 
democracies, narticularly Ct'ina and Russia. 

To-morrow is Kahatroa fandhi's da;*' of silence, ana he will, 
therefore, not be present at the meeting". It Is under steed 
that Pandit Jawaharlal Fel: ru, Kaulana Ihul lalaro Azad and 
Dr. Ba.iendra Prasad v/lll meet I'a’-^atroa 'la?'dM at Sev'agraro in 
the afternoon, when the dral't will re-n sed ?'n the light of 
the discusslcns that ha^'e already tahen rJace. 


(A.F.) 
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ASAD IRTSHVIBWHiD 


»BT0S3I?LB TO I'AIT AJ"D VA^'CF I A33im 


n vt! 


ardha, July 14, 


T " 


Emphasising that the resolutr'cri of the Ccng'i^ess 
orhing Committee ^•/as a unanimous o^e, Kanlana A^ul Kalam 
Azad. Congress sc President hi an intorviev/ to t- e Associated 
pT^eps stated that the Committee had Bn -''sju rrchlers tc 
trcch^-', orif' relating tc the ac’-iei^ement of :"-^l:t;'cal inderenden 
and the other to P'^et the present srHuatlon, 

he safci that everts had reac'-'Oc- snct a stage that it had 
heccme impossj^'le for the Congve'-p tc var* t and natch papsivel’''. 
^"cr nir"^ days the Corr.itt.'^^e disc'-’ssed thp rescCall its 
aspects to se^^ vt-rif s’'c’^’Id. d^''e and in v'hat foTU to meet 

Ph® j>lac'P sj tnaton, he cons-’doped t' e de;^erc<^- of India 
pcS of paramount Imnoriavee and orl"'.^ India's inde^^'^ndence 
I’^onlc enable her to ■^l<a'^’ "''er ■’^‘^et oc■’p t?"e hef er.ee 
of the Cir''''rt, It na^’’ t'P r,ocri"’■'"’e to "ait 
ac’'i'=''e'^r^rt of I:"dBa’3 In';erend•^noe hm I;-dia's c'^C'gations 
to tor a'^-^'^nce cc ’d ret avail, Th:^s nclrt "'od h'-^er. made 


c?ear i'c the resolution. 


' " A nTv’^TT'",'^ r r r '' 

• .kI_ V v.^V.- i i. « 


and ho-ed that P 
XTOuld annrecj ate 


oi'’r! shf '"Id fp '-'’C roc'/''‘i '!^C'r .anr' ml c?;";v*,df5T‘<^yc^d''*“‘g 
rl tj sh Gov.-'nn.Tr.ert arid the Allied nations 

the ■^csitirr of the Cengresp, "’e nocn'pd that 


the resolution ^-nis an ultirn.atnm and said that it vas onlv 




reiteration of the national demand thouch there vas 


a vraiTiZng 


to the Pritish Governreent in jt, Tice raulara added, "vdv'jtever 
shape the rropos-c movement taPes it vlil he a maps movement. 
He reiterated that there mas no longer any occasion for 
restatement of the Congress position vis-a-\Bs ncn-viclence. 






o^nasdav. J uly 15f 1942. 


The Congress position vras that India's defence could only be 
with the aid of armed forces. He had explained this position 
to Mahatma Handhi who had appreciated the poslticn of the 
Congress as such. 

As for himself, he would not hesitate to introduce 
conscription in India, but the presence of the British in the 
country had made things imuossible. 


(A.F.) 






n^apday«.July.. 21.. f. .1942» 


IHDSPEMDl^ICS OF IIIDIA 
MUST BS PiBCOGNISED 

MAITLAUA AZAD ON QUBSTICN OF NEGOTIATIONS 


New Delhi, July 20. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President in an 
interview to the'’Associated Press” replied to the question' 
whether there was any basis for the impression prevailing 
in certain quarters after the statements made by ilahatea 
Gandhi and Pandit Nehru that there vms hardly any room 
left for any negotiation v/lth the Congress. 

”If”, said the Kaulana, ”this refers to India’s right 

of independence, it Is certainly not a matter for negotiation, 
a '|>Yiv\cobU- 

It is/fundamental prA-ncipal which must he recognised by the 
United Nations. But, if the question refers to arrangements 
for the duration of the war there Isa clear procedure 
em/isaged in the resolution of the V/orhing Committee itself, 
and there is no reason to suggest that there is no room for 
negotiation. isxxpttgxEf It is quite obvious to my mind t^-'at 
matters of th^s nature can only he settled by negotiation.” 

Q: Suppose there is a declaration on behalf of the 
United Nations guaranteeing India’s independence, will It 
satlstj vhat you regard as the fundamental pri?^ip^l ? 

Ans : It will depend entirely on the form and content of 
the declaration and, in any case, I can assure you that 
there is no reason why the Congress should not give the 
fullest consideration to any declaration of the hind you have 
mentioned. 





July 27. 1942. 


CONGRESS PROGRAMME 

TO BE GIVEN FINAL SHAPE AT A.I.C.C. MEETING 

Lahore, July. 26 , 

Maulana Azad addressed in camera a joint meeting 
of the presidents and secretaries of the District Congress 
Committees in the Punjab, members of the LbrPing Committee 
of P.P.C.C. and members of the Congress Assembly Party for 
about forty minutes this afternoon, Sardar Sohan Singh Josh, 
M,L,A,, and Sardar Teja Singh Svatantar, P.L.A., the communist 
leaders were also present. 

The Congress President is reported to have explained the 
implications of the Ivardha resolution and exhorted the workers 
to be ready for the forthcorriing programme of the Congress, 
t^e final shape to which, he added, v;ould he gjven at the 
A.I.C.C, meeting. 

Kaulana Azad said that it v:as the first time that the 
Congress had addressed its resclutjon to the United Uatlons, 

If there was no response the Congress would he forced to 
launch its movement. 

Before the meeting commenced a group of socialist 
v/orkers demonstrated in front of the Lajpat Uai Hall demanding 
the expulsion of communists and Kian Iftikharuddin from the 
Congress, Kaulana Sahib came out of the hall and adivsed the 
demonstrators not to raise shouts but make proper representations 
to him if they had any grievance against any Congress member. 

Maulana Azad, left for Delhi to-night by Bhatinda 
Sxpress. After staying in Delhi for a day he \oill proceed to 
Calcutta on Tuesday morning. 

Interviewed by pressmen, Maulana Azad declined to 
comment on Sir Zafrullah Khan's statement t^at if the Wardha 
resolution was accepted and Britain agreed to act according 
to it, India would be occupied by Japan within a week after the 
British had withdrawn. 

(A.P.) 




dnesday, J’uly 29, 1942. 


THE CLIMAX OF PROPAGANDA 
CHIPPS' BROADCAST 

MAITLAiHA AZAD EXPLAINS CONGRESS STiil^D 


New Delhi, July 27. 


Maulana Abul Kslam Azad, Conai-ess President, made the 
following statement at a Press Conference this evening j- 

have carefully watched the reactions to the Vforking 
Committee’s resolution and have cone to the conclusion that 
in their anxiety to find fault with the Congress, adverse 
critics have completel^;^ ignored the frank analysis of the 
political situation and constructive nrorcsals and only 
concentrated on the last paragraph, which hints at the 


consequences of the failure to ta’-'e tr’mely 
so they have overreached themselves hy draA- 
nlcture of anarchy and ch^os, narticularly 


steps. 

r-l n ^ Q 

pleas:’ 


In doing 
lurid 

ng tr these 


who won.Id invade India. It is the height of unv.nsdom to use 
sc sharp a douhle-a^ed wo-^non, for v^hile it Is intended to 
affect puMic cninion in America and China, it supnlies the 
Axis pronarandists with the ^^pry material they Tt'^onld wish for. 

"Sir Stafford Cripps’ broadcast to America marks the 
climax of this prenaganda. He has studiously avoided the 


Working Committee’s resolution, bf^cause it contains a complete 
answer to his entire argument. He has sf=lected for his t-asis 


a phrase or two from Kahatma Gandhi’s writings torn 'out of 
their context, Kahatma Gandhi will take care of these 
misrepresentations. But Gir Stafford Cripp>vs has either 
misunderstood or deliberately misinterpreted the Congress 
point of view. 


WHAT CONGRESS CABINET SAID 

’’Commenting on the failure of the Cripps negotiations 
the W'orking Committee has said that It has resulted in a 
sense of frustration and a rapid and widespread increase of 
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ill-will against Britain, The Committee has e^q^ressed its 
anxiety to avoid the experience of Malaya, Singapore and 
Burma and it has desired to build up resistance to any 
aggression on, or Invasion of, India by the Japanese or 
any foreign power. Th.e Committee’s much criticised resolution 
says : ‘ The Congress v/ould change the nresent ill-will 
against Britain into good-will and mal'e India a willing partner 
in a ,ioint enterprise of securing freedom for the nations and 
peoples of the world in t]-e trials and tribulations which 
accompany it. This is only possible if India feels the glow 
of freedom. Cn the withdrawal of British rule from India 
the resolution visualises a ’’Provisional Government representa¬ 
tive of all important sections of the people of India.” 

It further says; Representatives of Free India and 

represerh.atives of ’Great Britain will confer together for 

the adjustment of future relations and for the co-operation 

of n..6 tv/O countries as 4115es in the common tas]'- of meeting 

^^gnession. It 5 s the earnest desire of tp^ Ccngress to 

enable India to resist aggression effectively with the people’s 

united v/ill and strength behind it. In wpJ-ring the proposal 

for the withdrawal of British rule from India the Congress 

th e 

has no desire vjhatsoever to embarras Great Britain or/411ied 
i overs in their prosecution of the war, or in any v/ay to 
encourage aggression on India or increase>d pressure OH China 
by the Japanese or any other pow^r associated with the Axis 
group. Nor does the Congress intend to jeopardise the 
defensive capacity of the A^ied pov/ers* The Ccngress is, 
therefore, agreeable to the stationing of the armed forces of 
the Allied in Inaia, should they so desire, in order to ward off 
and resist Japanese or other aggressors and to protect and 
help China,’ 
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*^ 0 ¥ all this can he interpreted by Sir Stafford Cripps 
as a demand for ’walking out of India leaving this country 
without any constitutional form of Gor'erntnent and with no 
organised administration* passes one’s comprehenslcn. In 
fact what visualised in this resolution is a stable 
Provisional Government as the immediate result. 

GLAPJFG ^^lS^»STATEI■iBl^T 

"Another glaring misstatement which he hf\s permitted 
himself to broadcast to America is extremely disingenuous. 
Describing the form of Government which he offered to 
representative Indian political leaders, he calls the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council : "A body of Pinisters like 
t’-^ose who adorn se vcur President.’ T^ds analogy is as totrully 
misleading as f'^at ot’^er of the National Cabinet with which 
Sir Stafford Cripps trlpd to mislead India. If India’s 
’de facto' Independe^^ce wer<=^ recognised and a President 
elected h^^ th-e peonle of P'e country \ievp at the helm of the 
State the analogy of American Ministers cf State v/ould he 
appropriate. 

"Those who are tr 3 rlng to make out that the demand of 
India’s independence is unreasonable :'n the midst cf a war 
may pause to consider that Tree India offers to threw its entire 
weight on the side of t^e Allies. Surely, the recognition and 
guarantee of Egypt’s independence did not present any 
difficulty in the way of the Allied even though En^pt has 
remained neutral. But Free India is committed to full 
participation in the United Nations’ fight for freedom and 
peace of the world. 
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”Tbe Congress has no illusion about the extent of the 
moral support w^'ich India's demand for Indenendence may 
receive from those yho have so far been loud in their 
professions of symnathy. Fltima"*'elv India will have to 
depend entirely on such strength as she possesses for achiearing 
her goal." 


i^F^/iL TO rriTah 


T-T r. 

- i*i . V-' i 


*• 

O 


Ilaulana 4zad added : '*! regard the hcrhirr Comniittee’s 
resolution as an appeal to the Ini ted hat:cns tc Intervene 
on hehalf of India. H-'is is the first occasion in the hi story 
of the Congress ^'hat such an apnea: las been made, l^e matter 
is no longer one between India and England but between India 
and t’r'-e ^Ini ted *"atirn^s as f'-e lalter k wm-rt to ma’e India 
t^''eir oneraticnal base, India’s ri??^'t tc In'"'er end once is 
net subjeci tc neroti r-ti on. It is a fundar.ental principle, 

’'' 0 , ehnnoe ^hicb is .-^s^'^d fer will in .^ny way affect the 
interests of the I'nited rations. In ‘''act \i:at is ashed for 
liiarantees India's full vejg’'^'t and support on >ehrjf of the ' 
nited fatiors i’". the interests of t^';e laru^r cause and 


i 


the de:^enc^^ of India," 

Replying tc a questden if Congress ‘=xpectod to form a 
Gov^rnmert immediately after the Frltish wi":hdra¥, Kaiilana 
Azad said the Congress resoluticn was self-exjdanatory and 
if the principle of Indian Independence vp>s accepted all other 


questions could be settled by negetiarion. 


(iuF . ) 
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» CGrGHSSS PLUyGIIIG irTO STCPJ-T 
OCSAII” 


GBSSIGii 


mimmvs 

MAITLAKA AZ/J) SXPLAIT 


TT 


D 


GCIJ'LETE 


A.I.C.C. OFSTIS 
WGHf.I!TG CCIGITTES R* 
TRAFSFER OF F0V;ER 


XU'TICF 


Bombay, Aug* 7. 


I?TDIA rD KSTACB CF AGGRBSGICr 

4fter tbe minutes of the last meeting hpid been read by 
the Secretary, Haulana Abul Falam A.za^, the Preset dent 
addressed the House. 

... Opening the nrocee^'nnrs, I'anlana xibul Kalam 4zad 

ref^rro':"' to t^e .Allahabad sess'cr. of t’oe i.I.C.C. and said 

■^hat the deer's:-or. taben t'rej^ vas irr.relled by r>ec‘=ss:i tj'". F'-ey 

might foroet everyt’Mng "^ut they ccuj^'' not for^'^et the neer'slon 

ta^'en then. Cn t^e ‘''an lure of’ tne Crir.-pr missicn the only 

course cr‘=‘n to t'-^em mas to ■'a’e t’^'e dec:'s? on reached at 

All ah a"* ad, namely, at ■^cr 6f.'^ect':’e defc^rc'^' cf the 

only 

country aoainst foreign aooressr’cn ti'e/cc’.:rse v-s tc have 
the r'^-ins cf the Govor.nr.ent in Indian ''''-nds. V>.en a nation 
v’as deni?'^ such aut^’ority it could not e^f'‘^-ct:vein resist 


f or=“a on aogr^ss: cn. 


fast 

r* T —' * T 'r ^ T', T ' - ' T T r* 

Ij 'i/1 —drfrij d : /‘A «i (»• 


The menace cf aoaress'cn to Infra \’'ms 
and the dang^^r vd'-i ch vpa.s onl"'^ a f-istart on^ a fev/ montl'^s 
ago was fast anpreae''-'':no their. In the face cf such cang‘=*r 
it would ■’'•■e a calamity tc allow the people to remain ^'^llen 
and down-hearted. The Congress wanted to see every 

Indian youth tcoV part in re-si st:''-'c ao~recs:'on. If the r^orle 
of India were inci^f er-^^nt and sullen "^he regmor si hi li ty iwis 
not that of the Congress but tbot of the British Goyr-rnment. 
All anneals during the last three years to set up a r?t'’o-^al 
Government in India had been reiacted by the British 


Government 




.. 1942 . 


If events been allowed by the British to take a 
different shape Indians would have been whole heartedly 
enpaped zn the war. Ihe British attitude was one of net 
allow'ng Indians an onnortunity to put t^eir heart into 
the war in the service of hiiiranity. 


me 


ALBBFJBITIV: 


jO 


In the circuvstances, said l>ulana Azad,t^ere were 
twro alternatives before the country. I’’’'e first was to v/aj t 
for t'''e events that right havnen, m.e second v'-s to act and 
save the country fror the thr^-aten^d irn/esion. 

In order to instil ent^'Usiasrn into the people, they 
must t‘e made to feel that in part? clnel irr in the war, t^ey 
voulc be deferdinr their own heart-'s and bones, Cne co’-ld 
not the’" to fir'^'t with sivc^rety unl'^^ss t’‘"='v wf^re sure 

trst they were flrl'ting for f^e prot'^ctlon for their ov/n 
freedom. 


ri]9 Congress, 


Baulana Az'-id emphasised. 


hqd al’’^9ady 


decla'’'ec that its c'crratl'''j es vi'^?'' the cencc^'-'Cl es, but 

t'’'pre s nc other \''8.v of sa'^'in'^ India t^"an "^'w brinri'nr about 
a nolitleal c’’^ar'ce in f'e ccu'''tr''’. 


IBBIA ABD 


, JI 'V 


hitb the inrlnence of thie danr«r f rcir Jan an it was no 
long<^r sc much a quosticr of India’s freer cm but of Indian 
protection, Ihe fundamental test of the Congress demand if 

I 

It was granted ■v/hether it would hf^jr.poj. tbe effective rrosecution 
of the war. hi th all the resnensibili t;^’ which r^xxwd rested 
on him as Congress President ho Vsad not the slightest hpeitaticn 
in sa"^^?ng that the free'^om would n^en a n»?'' liin their i-/ar 


ef-'^ort and the change would not endanger the cause of the 
United Fatiens. It must necessarily help the cause and the 
purpose of the war. It had to be remembered that what they 
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wanted was that the reins of Government should he in Indian 
hands. They did not demand the withdrawal of the allied 
forces altbouFh Independence wculd entitle India to d^niand 
withdrawal to such forces also fron the country, hut ttey 
did realise that such a demand was not practicable. 

They wanted the successful termination of the war In 
favour of the derflccracies. 

If ccncitiers were differ^'^nt they v:oulcl not have 
hesitated to demand the ccmrlete wlt^-drawa'' of t’e rritish from 
India, even if it rreart exnoaing the country to t^ a dangers 
of anarchv and cl'^^il v;ar. T}’'e der'-u-nd W'--ich was heina rut 
fcri'Jard for a political charee in. f'-'O ccr-rlrv I'-s not cf such 
a natUT"'^ as to urset c1’h-l ■^dmlnl stratior rtA law and order. 


'’hey Wccnt-d a c’-anne v.hich woii]d her- he rr-cs^euticn of the 

"t 

war ar.c not brlnr a rout chaos. Ti' fair-plav ana lusice 


pre-nalh^c t';e ^ritish Govr-rrrent and their All: wculd net 
fir"’ fneir '’emard sue’' as vT'Uld briny rbo''.t chres and disorder 
in f'"'? coiir.irv. It uas s1".‘:^o’r t^acestv to 1 nl'^'T'''ret t’’"'e 


n 


oncress '^e^pnic' In t’ e menn-r iritepf’'r'icid hv l/'f 


i j f»r*, 

a: ore 


n 


“^1 T ", 


n- I. Jj . ' U'ia:, 


T-^e Gonf:r^-sc Fro si dent eyplain^d that re ^.uir India^* 
demand did net -""'oar the n'^vsl a* i c'’ ell ths^ Fij^i \i "hers 


from India, ^t enr' ir^ant the ti’ansfer cf' rol:*tr''al nev’e 




to Indian bands, -ifter thr '■^’emand had b®en or:oinHllv rrnde 


b''’' hr. Garhbi both landlt I^eheru and hlmso' 


V* 


ac "(,ne to 


to discuss h'e natter with it. Gan''!'! tho it 


clear to them th-t 1 


t nr, 1 


__X.I. 






3 til rdav. August 8I 1942, 


ACTION FCV: 


Continuing Naulana Azad said that events had reached such 

>lo 

a pass that there v.as to tirie either for threats 6r for 
promises* They must face facts and act instantly. The Congress 
did not want promises. Th^ need of the ’"our vas action and actio; 
right now on the part of tie Congress as wrell as the Prltish 
Government, Let the British Government sign India’s Independence 
and simultaneously ”we vnll sign our Agreement to the fnited 
Nations to fight alone with tliem arainst all agri’ers/ors. He 
could say with all the emphasis at hj s ocnirsanc and speahing 
v/ith the respensi hili ty attached to the Congress hresldentship 
that they would he prepared to sign such an agreernnt. But 
were the intentions of the British Government honest? here 
they willing to grant the In.derendence of India? 

Ccncludinc l.aiuana Azad sa-’d that the zero hour was 


fast annroachine. They were mahing a final a-'-n-r 


Bp"’ ti s’ 


an'.'- to the Hnjt‘=^c Lpfir” 


and it I'as ••'e 


latter tc accer,t it if their not Mind 

ears were not deaf.Xjfi- (1.1,' 


al tc the 
duty of the 
and their 
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EGW DSTAIKKD CGirGlESG CABINET 
REACTED TC S/lBCTAGE CI-^ARGE 


DR. HAHE-^D RELEASES ^:CI'LAEA AZAD’S LETTER TC 

LCRD LIELITLGC'W 


V/archa 


4- 


Cct 


■t 


AZAD‘3 LETTER 


/'Ti Tfi ed n a r. ]■' Tc r t, 
r eLrr arv, 13, 194 3, 




lis ETcellencY rnrnir’s of Li'^^litbp-c^o, cr-rcy* s 
I" aw DalLi, 

30,^1^ Lcr'"'^ L"''’^R j ocv. 

Fy ccllf^p3!''^"S I rp^r in 0 a"d dav 

’sjoc.tpj’r’ny' r; rav’sT?aT)aro raco’^t ca t^at 

Lad passe'"" vrn and i'aLa.tra Ra’^chi, Jr. the crnrse of 

Lo 

your lett'~r ^ re’'at”"." far/pj nur'erous T'ef•'''--ir • 


r. 


-"qr-a t<' t■'e Cr'“.nae 5 's ard r^'p'^^a''ed ^rd Oar tioo r>n-*-qir- y.-r.i.rp,q 
V n^rp Igp!! ’'’"■ada a''a?’pat t^e Cc'*“r'’or-p c''"'-'"'’'''r.pt,* c*", Oe ■''C’'a 

of darn"TV 33 vou nea'’et tPc't nr ’TTd ri”^ 


G rt f -j- 'f-> 


coodprr.at:'on for t^e vinlepc-^ a’^c o;^:*re ” an a'-^-r- O’^cr t■’e 

\''crr’’"i pp Cc^pal t.®p» 

Or'jpgrr'/lv ye i:ould ro'^pa'^r. ■*^rrri sapjnr" anyth?nr r^lle 
v'p arp ’’■"ert ?n ('etent?cn cut off opf*"'"'npov,,- orr ■"err'io 

V\e pu1s"fe vc?’le, Lv«r. cur pl^’ce of '■•eteotrcn Ir sunosed 

no t 

to he a secret uTo'c-" nB.^r/i e rontjcned cr vR? "cep^d > 0 ar;?- o'^e. 

Cur sounoes c'^’ "'rfcrn'^ticr! "pp li^'ltpd and crnsist 

onlv of sc”’'e npv'sp'ar'‘'rs c", nn^pr p'”ist:'‘'p 7a.:ler. and 
ordlrarcps, ruhiic-n cnl?r cpnscT'^'d' n^vr and are rrc^'jh''tpd fror 
ri^flrp pu'^ldcity to ran?’' V?‘p"'''s of nova a"® of v-iuni 

lyr.crta'^cp tc us and to t^^ie Indian -'nc^'lc. In there c:rcurstances 
it 5 s ohy?’ou.sl?” dnrronpr fon iir to rine o-'v.r-pr;^'tr nrv 

^ V/’%> v'*"' >V. _ ,, vv.- 

?n e\"s In relcaticn to e^'ents witv. whlc^ \.^e a?"" so ill-acaua?ri + ed 
especially ifpen the only n^tticd of % doi'^y so open to us is to 
address! the fcvernnent of India. 
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I'^e ha'^^'e, therefore, aiT’oi^^od any such c.-'<nresslcn nf views 
and have refrained frcr. address'inc ycu or any of the 

Government of India even thcnah at tim^s the nest fantastic 
char,ass have h^^en Oiade a-aainst us and the orf'^nizatjon we 
have the honour to represent. These charr-'^s ^ave new h-''en 


made even more e’^nlicitly in an avrrav^-ted txm ferv :> the 

4 

coiirre of ■'"Our recent letters to I'aJ'atma Gendhi, ' 1 'he tone and 

contents of t^ese lei"f-«rn, more esreciallv of your letter of 
Fehroary 5, a^'6 such that jt v.y 11 rorhaps sf^'rve as no useful 
nurpese to address you on the suhiect. Yet ve cannot irnore 
the fact that the ^eac of the present ^'o^-^'^w”"nent of India h.as 
made these charp'^s. I arr ■^'^nturi::", therefore, to vTlt?^ to you . 


,fy-^ . —.r% 

,1 ■. .rli 1 . jJ 


Your ccrresncnde'-".ce w’Ih hahatna Gandiii raises a larme 
nu.nh'^r cf 3 scn.es manv of viiich ha'”'e ^reat ImrortTice. Yorrally 
ve vor'ld have our sa’- In reeard to them hui at the present 


t," 


j. j ^ ^ 


J L, 


:,s not mv to discuss all t'^ese. T wish to 


covCi'p0 v^’''’"lf more allv ’^o on'^ 1 ssue and to ma'^”^ 11 

1 - e - fi . a .r that so far as v'e are concerned hot’' as i’ac-1 vidiials and 
in our cernorat^' capacity/, S'-'”-ah1ns on r:«Inlf of cur crrarizatlon 
your charre that the Conpresr had oryanised a s'-'cret movement 
of V’'rlnnoe is vhclla^ ■^alr-e and without foundation. 

There is a vj^al difference of oninion het"'/-en von and 
us in repau'd to many matters and unfortunately this difference 
hrlnas us r’ntc conflict. But even sc as an Hn.f^lish patriot 
and a lover of British freedom it should rot he imr.ossihJe 


for you to appr'=^c1ate hev Indian patriots and lovers of In-'ia's 
freedom might ff^el and It should he porsi^''l“ for some element 
of fair play and square dealing to be hert up in cur mt 


relation to each other 





toember,. 


To make serious c'harf:es a^a^nst these vho are prevented 
from replyirp to them, to make those charges without producing 
evidence to support them by the vast propaganda of a 

powerful Governm.ent and at the same time to supply news and 
views whl c^’ are contrary to t^em are net r'-tHfipnce elt^^-r of 


fair plav or strops- case, 

Tn your letter of Fehruary 5 th vou ref'=*r to the t^ome 
IPfs^ker’s speech in the CentPrsl Lee:^ slativc ussemMv about 
charges made by him agai^'St tie Congress. Further you say 
that all the mass of evid-'^r.ce that has sir^ce co^e to light 
has confirmed the conclusions t^en reac''.ed. F'! s y^^oceedpre 
of ppaohine conclus:' CPS and lat'^r to seek evidence to justify 
them is not usually considered iiirh’cial or nror'or. 


•' T Tir'H' T r 

rt# X • V • ♦ ■ L' i ' f 1 , I 


In this letter of Feh. 5th you further sap' you have 

amr-l‘= in forma tier the campaign of sabot-age has been 

condneter und^r secret instructio’^s circulated in the name 

of the All-India Congress Committee, Vhat p’-our infemation 

v;e 

is we do not know. But/do knev’’ and can s'^'at® vl.th auh-ority 
that the A.T.C.G. at no time contemplated such a cnriraing and 
never issued s'^uch i'^structic^'S S'-^cret or cth'^r. The A.I.C.C. 



was declvar'^d SB?d unlawful association at the time of our 
arrest and p arctioa ' 31 r y all prominent and resronsihle Congz’essmen 
including the memhers of the A.I.C.C. were .arrested. At the 
same time the A.I.C.C. office and othmr Congres.s offices 
wen*® seized by the police. Since then the A.I.C.C. cannot 


obviously function. 

You miention that an underground Cormr^ns organisation exist 
now a’^d that the wife of a member of the Congress horking Comm 
ittee is a member of it , V:e know ncthir^g of such an organize 
tion and are not in a position to find out but are con¬ 
vinced that no Congress organization and no responsible 
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Congressmen can be actually engager’ jn planning the bomb 
outrages and other acts of terroism. Congressmen, no conbt, 
consider it their duty to carr 37 ' cn civ:! resistance under 
certain circuristsnces to the test of their ah:’lity. Tut this 
has nothing in ccriinon with the charges 3 ^ 0 u have made. It is 
possible that In the mind of the average official or policeman 
there is no particular difference between civil disobedience and 
bomb outrages etc., but we have no doubt In our mind, rnovlng 
our people as ve do, that responsible Congressmen cannot 
possibly encourare in am- v/av bomb ontra-'^es and tkKS terrorl stic 
acts. 


i 


0 ShChCT CtG:;i^T3AiIC: 


A gr«"it deal is said, about secret organisation, evidence 
of v/hich the Government claims to ncss'^s but which it does net 


produce, i'ay I draw your attention to the public speeches 
delivered by Ma^'.'atra Gandhi at the las': mee'^.ing of the A.I.Cfl. 
on Aurust Rth, a few^ hours hefor-^"- ’ Is arrest, v.b.ereln''^le 
emphasised with ail solemnity ^'i s arpcal fer non-violence. 

The Congress adomied this policy of non-violence 23 years 
ago .and desnite popular lapses occas'’onf.ll^^ has met with a 
great measure of success in regard to it. Tliis will he evident 
from a com.parl son of the Indian natio?ial movement with 
national movements in other countries v/hich haw’’e often openly 


bas»d themselves upon violence, i"cu have, no doubt, yourself 
approved of violence in mam^ forms v;hen you have considered 

4r 

that it was used for a right cause. The Congress, • owev«r, 
has adhered to its creed and practice of non-violence and has, 
for these 23 years, preached t}:is met^'od to the people. 

If the Congress decides to change its ":'Olicy and met’-od 
and function in this miatter lihe other national organisations 


it w/ould do so openly and deliberately by changing its creed to 
that effect. There would be no secrecy, for apart from other 
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valid reasons a conflict between public and secret advice 
stultifies an organisation vMch is based essentially on 
open action and constructive endeavour. The Congress may 
have many faults but it has not beer accused of lach of courage 
in the pursuit of Its objectives and ideals. 

I v^ould suggest to you to c cnsider what the result in 
India might have been if the Congress a had deliberately 
instigated and encouraged violence and sabotages since the 
Congress is widespread and influential enough to have produced 
a situation a hundred times v/orse than anything that has so 
far happened. 

CCFGHSGS BONA FIDS 

In the summer of 1940 v.hen France fell and England was 
facing dire peril Congress wta* ch had been previously thinking 
In terms of direct action deliberately avoided this In spite 
of strong demand for it. It did so entirely because it did 
not want to take advantage of a critical international situation 
or to encourage Nazi aggression in any way. Nothing would have 
been easier than for the Congress during those ciritical days 
to nroduce a situation of the utmost em.barassment to the 
Governm.ent, 


GOVT. PRCVOGATED IT 

For many weeks prior to our arrest ve had been pointing 
out in Working Committee meet^'ngs and rescluticns. and otherwise 
that public feeling in the country s had grov/n exceedingly 
bitter arainst the British Government in India. Not only v'e, 
but many moderate leaders stated publicly that they had never 
previously known such bitterness. Responsible Congressmen 
tried to divert this feeling into peaceful channels and largely 
succeeded in doing so. They would have succeeded even Diore if 
events had not taken place wlich suddenly exasperated the 
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public and at the same time removed all prominent and well- 
knowi leaders who might have been able to control the situation, 
These events are better known to you than to us situated as 
we are but w^e have learnt enough to realize what the shock to 

the public must have been, 

Wholesale arrests were follov/ed immediately by the 
prohibition and prevention of all public sstss activity, all 
public e?^ression of or-irJon, by lathi charges, tear gas, 
bombs and shooting, hell-knovm leaders v/ere spirited away 
and their destinations were kept secret. Rumours ^ death 
and illness spread, and added to the public oxitog e n t and 
resent: rnent. This anpa^-’ently was the background of the 
happenings during the second v/eek of August last. 

I do not wish to deal h.ere \-/j th subsequent events for 
their adequate ccnsideration requires fuller knowledige than 
w^e possess here but I would Ijhe yon to consider W'hat the 
effect on the Indian necrle must h^.ve been of all t'*''at ^'as 
been done to tier'' on behalf of the Oovernmeiet since our arrest 
and hov; laree numhers of neogle must have bf^en to 


d esperation 


r,i 


,,-n- 
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\X 


RefGre:nce has been made In the Government ''"ommur.ique 
accompanying the recent public! ed corresnonderce to a certain 

VXVv,*- chv 

clrcul'^.r is seid to have been issued by the Andhra 

brcvincial Congress Committee, be h:oow nothing of this and 
capnot believe that improper instructions against the 
fundamental nrlr.cirl^s of the Congress could hav^ b^en issued 


by any responsib/le Congress aut'^ crity. It is w/orthy of note, 
hovrever, that even official references to this circular contradict 
themselves. The first mention of it was made in a press note 
issued by the- Government of Madras on August 29. In this it 


was stated that the circular contained instructions inter alia 
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for the removal of rails* Tvo vreehs later Kr.Aisery speahing 
in the ^ouse of Commons stated that the circular exrressly 
sai.d that rails should not he removed and that there should he 
no danger to life. This Is an Instructive and significant 
Instance of how evidence is made up and used tc influence 
people. 


A.I.C.G. DECISIir 

In your letter of February hth in referring tc the 
,4.1.1.C. resoluticn you draw attention to the concluding part 
in it which authorises Coneress’^-en tc act for themselves in 
the event of interference with th.e leadership of the 
movement. 


^ ^ ^ \* 4 P '1 f T n 7.' rs 

0/1- > A ■ 'i j-Jilv O 

This has appeared sign!■^i cart to you and you have drawn 
certain conclusio'^s from it. You are exvdentlv unaware that 
siiril-^r ii''>str''ictj 0;:'S were given vi'en prer’’:’cu.s civil disobedience 
movements were star'f'^d. Even during t^e individuol civil 
disohedi ence mo'^^ement of 19'^0~41 h’^'-ese instructions were 
repeated hy me on many occasions. It "s of t^'-e essence of 
civil disohedience or satyor"pah;a that in''i vi diw^ls shculd 
become self-su.'"fldent units should n-^ed a'^ise, as leaders 
are alvrays lihely to he removed and isolated at an early stage. 
In the present instance, the phase of civil disobedience was 
not reached. 


A.I.C.G. Cf: UC^KLd 


SIirATIt?’ 


It Is curious that in a fairly len^thlv correspondence 
and in various official statements nothing is said ahoiit the 
merits of the resolution passed bv the A.I.C.G. which dealt with 
the national and inter-national situation and made it clear 
that a free India would not only resist invasion to the utmost 
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but would throw all ^er resources into the world strugule 
for freedom and align herself with the United NatJons. Ibis 
was made perfectly cle^r in the resolution itself* It was 
further emphasised by me speahinp as president and by many 


other speahers. 

It must be hncv,n to 7 /cu that ever since the early 
berirminps of Fascist, Jaranese and Uazi aperessicn in iifrica, 
Asia and EuroT'e, V''e Conpr^ss has consistently condemned them, 
^"0 cr'^anisatior in India or elsevt-ere ^as been so clear and 
emnhatic on this sub, 1 ect. Fr-e Ccnprers was anti-fascist and 
antl-Uazi when ti e Fritish Government, under Ur. O'am^'^erlain* s 
leadershin, was crenl^/ friendly to t-'ese rerirnes. i.I.C.C 

resolution of Aurust last w'as es'"''^ciall^^ '^'as^d uror this 
anti-Axis noli cv nnd in narticul-’r on t^e ursent necessity cf 
strenrti'endn,'^ India's d‘=fence arai’^st invasion. 

It vcs made clear and I emnhasised it cn that occasion 
that an acid test of the c^ranpo v;as t'''"'s Defence of India and 
the strenphtheninp of the United Uaticns. It ra}" also 
hnovn to you that seveir^l memiers cf the nrecent British 
Government ba'^’^e in tWe rast ro’^eatedly sunncrt'^d or welccred 
Fascism and J.ananese ar ores si on. 


Yous® conclude vciir lettr-r to Ua’*'at’^'a Gandhi by saying 
that the charges against the Conpress vnll have tc he net 
sor.npp or later. Ue s^'all v/elccme that day v''en we c^Ji face 


the peoples of the vjorlcl vand leave the verdict as tc them. 

Cn that da-'^ others also including the Fritish Government \^d.ll 
have tc meet and answer c^arocs. I trust t’ley will also 


w^elcore that day, 

I apologize for the length of t’"is letter. I felt that 
I owed it to you as v;ell as to m 3 'self and any colleagues to be 
perfectly franl: and to deny with all vehemence the false 
charges that have been repeatedly advanced again.st the Ccngres 
This letter has been written on Saturday afternccn 
February 13. I am told that life all othpr communi cations 
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sent from tere it ¥i,]l ^a■ve to ^e despatched under recisterea 
cover to the Government cf Ecmhay. ks registration will net 
be possible on Sunday "t vdll thus ^.ave to be £‘=nt cn benday 
and it rfiay not reach you for some davs. I regret the 

delay. 

- Yours sincerely, Sd./- Abul Ealam Azad. 




' tnrdaT,.Jam. 16 .^. 


^ KA!?>MADB» BS!^GAL P^IFE 
1®C3B ’".SSPOrSIEILITY 

CO^^'GFSSS PRSSIBSr^I IKDICTS ALL AU'DICKITIBS CCLTCSRrSD 


Banl'ura, Jure 15, 


The moment he would he officially intimated of *’the 
Wavell offer", he would call a meetinf of t- e Conf^ress Vorking 
Committee to consid*=r the propcfu^lf:, declared the Congress 
President M?iulana Ahul Kalam xizad in an interview to-rlay. Till 
t^'en be considered it better to remain silent over the matter. 
The Maulana added that he was also eager to meet tlte members 
of the borling Commntt'''e as such. 

He referred to the last Beng-il famine and held the then 
provincial, central and Fritish Gov'^^rnments re sn on si Me for 
"this man-made famiine". 


fe regretted Mat while Moi'rands 


- .-I ^ 


h'^^er dying in the 


streets of Calcutta, t’-'^e becrctarv of .>tr,-^e hr, l.G. Arery was 
saying that t^'ere v'as nc fam'i'’*<= in Ferial, "be have had many 
"uoiinrs indeed in err national life, but this (rengal famine) 
is such a one it wi M tal-'e years tr h® cur^d". 

•\s!-ed. if bo ad been consulted by br, F^'ulab'''al Desai 
at Mmednagar Fort camr on Desai-Liaant Formula, be said that 
he had no bnov'ledge of it v7hatsoex’'er a''’d added tb-'^t hr. Lesai 
had gone Mere only in ccnnection v/ith private and legal 
consultation with Sardar Vallnbbai Fat-^'l. 


TC A”? nT T I C ■^■^ 1 * * 7 r’T* 
Aio/Lf^ >11.1 JL ij .. 


Expressing ’’■^is deep sym:paMy and concern for the present 
state of health o:^ Fr, Asaf All, member of t^'e Conr?'’ess 
l.'Orblng Comiflittee, the Faulana said that nc civilized Government 
would have a man in such delicate health in detention. Only 


when Fr. Asaf All’s health had completely broben dct*m "t 
Gurudaspur iail Me Government of India realeased him, be added 
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DEFEAT CF GEHaiTY 


The Maulana also referred to the defeat of Genrary 
and chserved that ^tazism was a hindrance to world progress. 

Germany had blundered by attaching Soviet Hussia, he continued, 
and remarked U.S.S.R. had now shovm a new wav as also the strength 
of the Soviet system. 


He then narrated his rriscn ll:'’e and said trot his 
health was alright. He was 147 poiin''s v^'en he left the 
Ahmednagar Fort camp and ncv; he had gained a pound or two at 
Pankura, He praised the local officials for the ccmfcratahle 
arrangements they had made for him. "It is net l airfi;! for me 
to live alone, rath^^r I t’-en live better", he remarked adding 
in. loud laughter +h^^t he i^'“nde^ec why ruttine in c“l] in a 
iail s'^ould he reg'^.rded as riu'i s’^rsert. 


In T’Viscn ’'e used to rise 


at 


a.m, and 'after ^at’ and 


tea ahsorhed himself in studies. 


- (A.P.) 
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WAVBLL irVITES CCIFG^ESS FRESIDBBI 

ITOTATICG^ H3CSI\^ 

KAULMA AZAD K-TLAirs FOSITICf 
GCrGRSSS A HATIC^^AL BODY 
i:iTSS TO DECIDE PRCFCSALS CYLY OF 


X. i-%,x 


BASIS 


Kaulana AMI Kalam Azad, the Coiifrej^s President, has 
received an invitation frcTu Lord Wavell to al tend the Leaders’ 


Conference at Simla cn June 25. 


The Congress President said that he would prefer not to 
ejnress any opinion cn the V.avell nror.osels till the Forking 
Committee had tborcupt'iy considered them. Tlie pronocals had 
not only communal hut also political aspect arci he ccrsidered 
the latter to be more important. 


"I must, however, make It oulte clear", he said, "that 
the Ccnprens x-nll, under no clrcum.sta’^.ces, accept Its being 
termed a i'lncu cr^^'^nl sail on or a sectarian ov communal hocy, 

Ihe Congress has been a naticr^al orranisallcn si^'ce its very 
birth and the h'cr’'lra Committee’s decisr'cn cn the h’avell rrcposals 
v/ill he arrl ved at onM on p national basis". 
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SIMLA CC-NFERSvCE MEETS TKIS KOmiim 
VIGESOY’S AI^KCeiCSMm 


’CONGriSSS AITPCACT! TO BE CC^^SITO'CL'TYE' : A?/iD CTLAI^^G 

VIEV-rCI"^TS 

Simla, June 24, 

* ' - 

Maulana Ahul Kalair- Azad, the Congress President, left 
for the Viceroy’s House at 11-30 a.m. for his interview with 
Lord h'avell. The Maulana's intervi evf with the Viceroy lasted 
ahout an hour and a half. 


% 4 % 


Wi^'en the Congress President cane out from the viceregal 

ffcc 

lodge after his interview v-ith the Vicerov, he told ccrresnondent 
that he had explained to the Viceroy the Congress uorhing 
Corni tteeWiews. The discussions he said tool place in a 
very friendly at’iiosp'''ere and the Viceroy had giver him patient 
hearing. 

Ashed whether lie liac presented any counter-proposals to 
the Viceroy, the Maulana said he vp.s not prepared to disclose^ 
at this stage vrhat had tah-o^ place at the informal conference. 

He etnrhasi sed that he ''ad e'''piaired the Co’^gre; s po.sition in 
lUYtequivocal terns, 

Ashed by the press corr-'^s^iO'r-dents if ''O was reieasing 

Cc- 

the corresnordeniBB hetw-een bin and. the Viceroy while ':e wfouS 

Abut Kc4av^ Tk»-Ccrv.^g-r^Si "FV-«StAev-h, 

in the Ahmednagar detention camp, Maulana^Azad, said, "I had mx 


said at Calcutta that I would release the correspondence to 
the press hut now I fee] that v:e should looh forw^ard rather 
tt'an backward, and tl-erefore it is not necessaiT to publish it". 

CCVGHE3S IGLICY 


"The Cr-ngre‘-'s wsants to be co^stijnctive in its :-”'proach 
to the conference called by Lord VJavell and \dw-itever suggestions 
we make, either in our personal discussions wat'r' the Viceroy 
or at the conference to-raorrow wCll he pronpted hy this 
consideration", said the Congress President, Maulana ibul balan 

Azad, to the political correspondent of the Associated Press of 
India, soon after his retumit from the .Viceregal Lodge, - CA*PJ) 
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LEADERS BUSY IN IKYOl^^AL CCYFBHg'CS 


SIMLA DISOJSSIONS 
DBADLCCL O’^R ALLOTKEBT OF QDCIA OF 


3SA' 


i. O 


CONGRESS ATTIII-DE CCNSTKICTIVE': KADL.W’A AZAD CLARIF 

POSITION 


T?T TP 


US 


SiiTila, June 2P. 


The Crn^ress President, Kaulana Ahul Kalam Azad has 


Issued the follovdnf' statement 

'•It appears thrat there is, in seme circles, m:* sunderstandin 
of the Congress position v/t-ich requires to he clarified. 

'’I placed the inrntation to the Simla Conferp=nce hefore 
the Congress Worl'ing Committee on June fist. After careful 
consideration the V/orVing Comnittee decided that I should 


meet the K.S. fhe Viceroy before the conference and s'’Ould 
myself participate in it and instruct other Confrec? invitees 
to attend, if, as a result of the preliminary meeting I felt 
it rrcper to do so, I had the pleasure of r^-eting H.l. the 


V 


icercy cn th^e forenoon of June 24, and after ohtaining 


clarit'ication seme of t^'^e preliminary po:‘‘'^ts I attended the 

Its 

confe*"ence and am participatiny in 1^ ^eliherations. 

”I am ’**ct atte^'idin*^ the con^erence ft^rrc^al 

f'Tnorjjty hut cn hehal^ cf the Concress tor’t^hg Committee . It 
has delficated to me full noners and ?ut’''cri5<^d re to ''■.dopt such 
ai attitude as I may consider necessary in r*^sncct of the 
various prohlems that may arise. It is, t^^refc’-e, my concern 
to ¥atch carefully the c' anges in the details and application 
of the nev offer and t^he decisions accordingly. 


"VJhen all the details of the nicture have heen filled 
in I shall meet my colleagues of the Worhing Comoittee and 
place it before them for final decision. The qiieotien of 
calling the Congress VJorhing Committee does not yet arise 
since that stage has not heen reached. 
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”If the Congress WorVing Committee has to he called 

U 

Immediately, I thin?, it vill^more convinient to call it here*. 
Vuug/*- 

I already requested all memhers to ?eep ready to start 
for an emerrent meeting on notice. I thin? that an interval 
of four days will be enough to permit the Committee to meet 
here in Stmla. 

”I am not at t^'is stage in a position to say what the 
final decision of the Wor^inv Corrimittee v:ill be but I would 
ll?e to mahe it clear once again sc that there may be no room 
for doubt on the point , that the attitude of the Congress Is 
constructive and net destructive.*’ . ..... 
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CONGRESS Ncy A CC1 MT!^/lL BODY 


KANLATRl AZAD EXPLAINS FOSITICF 


IT 




V'H’TfrT) 

:' I j y 


D Jj. 


AGREE TO 
REPRESSrrTATIVSS 


LECT C^LY HINDI’ 


Sitila, June 2P. 


M.^ulana ALul Kalam Azad, President of the Indian 
National Ccnpreos, said in an interview yesterday tbat it 
was least as important to ‘^et Broadminded men on the 
proposed interim yc’',’-er’"rient' as it ’’as to he sure that each 
comnunit''' vas represented. 

'’The Conferees •'^anabt accept any su'^^edion that it is a 
ccrmunal hcdy," he said, 'hand can therefore, nev«r ayree to 
select only the Hirdu rerreseniativss. It must have a a^oice 
in the select!cs' of Indians cf all cor'riuni ti es, for to do 
ct’-f-ryi se. vb'sld >0 to cctrad:'ct the v'-’-'cle char-'-cter cf the 
Con rr a s s« " 

At t'^e aare time the Fres''dent outlined the cereral 
h'^chffound arar'nst w^-ich the -'i scursi ons ar‘= haipr co'^ried on. 

Diiriny ?‘nt‘^rvjew the Conav^e'-s PresldBnt sat in a 
tho’''f'htf m 1 meed drave'nn on Turin s’" blend cirarettes. He ^'ore 
a comfortable homesnnm arey d'^’ersinr youT. ever his ryiamas. 
Outside, the iiich Simla fog cut f'e cettare off from the 
rest of the v/crld. The air was chill and hraeiny in sharp 
ccnt:!"’ast to the heat cf the hlaziny lact pl'-drs v'’* ere dvjell 
nearly all cf the *^00 million r-ecrle w’'cs6 pcvernmental future 
is heiry decided at the Conference. 

President Ha'-lana Azad, understands Enylish but for the 
maior part he gave the answers in Urdu, vbi ch v^as interr.reted 
by Mr. "urrayun Kabir, who is actiny as his Secretary. 

dcviWtl 

As to the meeting hetu'een Pandit 1. Pant and Hr, K.A. 
Jinnah, Maulana Azad said that it was part of 8 networh of 


discussions which necessarilly, will be carried on outside the 
forffi,al conference and there probally will he further informal 
conferences between the Congress and League representatives. 
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■Rumours in Conference quarters that Pandit Pant and 
Mr. M.A, Jinnah had carried the talh forward even tc the 
po?nt of hr:tng3np up names of the future members were declared 
by the Congress President as untrue. PTe said that Yt, Jinnah 
at the conclusion of the tall v/ith the Viceroy ahd nsied Pandit 
Pant to come and see him. 

» 

uvu 

"Bach question must he considered relationship to the 
others,” said Kaulana Azad. ”No fznel decision can be reached 
on any one point untilj. all the mater question are settled,*’ 

He made gestures by the hand to indicate that the v?l:ole 


pattern had to be worked cut together. 

He gave this description of conference a^’fairs : 
TVjere were questions of apnortionment of membership 


among the various groups and of whom those members would he 
cemnosed. There was the question of restoration of represen¬ 


tative governir-ent in the provinces and ’•".cw tise various 

t 

parties v/cuid react there. There v/as the question of minority 


groups w*‘cse representation on the Council had to he settled. 

ris comment emphasised amain the vast difficulty of 
cc:"ductinr negotiations on such a basis. It is impossible for 


representatives to agree on one point and di s^'ooe of if before 
going on tc the next. Ho one t’-^ing can he d:‘sposed of finally, 
hut it must remain In a fluid stcate vbjie the other issues are 


discussed and brought near agreement. 

In a sense it is like solving a jigsaw puzzle where 
none of the marts will stay in its nlace, kut where each nart 
is lihely to move under the influence of another part and even 
change its shape. 

But desnite all this the Congress President seemed 
confident of success in reaching an agreement. 

One thing on which he insisted i^^as that the Muslim League 
must yield in its traditional insistence that it is the one 
and only representative organisation of the Muslims in India. 
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Accept that position would mahe the Congress a sectarian 
body”. Maulana Azad^ said. 

The President aaid that a meeting of the Working Committee 
would he called before any agreement was reached on who would 
sit on the National Council, and that he expected the negotiations 
would reach that stage soon, 

^'The whole thing has been done with speed’*, he said 
smilingly, ’’and we are approaching an agreement raridly.'’ 

Vihile therefore it will remain for the Viceroy techinically 
to name the members of his council, President Kaulana Azad said 
that it was to be expected that the list agreed on hy the 


representatives at the conference would be accepted by Lord 
Vla"/ell, He suggested that after some degree of agreement had 


been reached on the questi-'n of portior.ment of members, the 
names would herin to creep Into the cl-•'cussl rns. Their broadly 


national character wculd become an important factor. 




4shed w^^at it is that had irdnced the seeming cha|’ge of 

attitude on the port of the Muslim League, Ka’ilana Azad smilingly 

* 

commented that It was sonef ing for political correspondents to 
deduce. However, briefly suggested that some of the pclitical 
difficulties thdch the League had encountered in the iuniab, 

Nov tv West V ev ("V-O 

^U , ?rP ., Bengal and S*nd might he the reason, 

Finallv, he said that when agrement cn all phases was 


accepted hy the conferees and hy the L'orhing Committee the 


v/hole plan would he submitted to the general assemhl'^ of the 
All-India Congress Committee, 


(A.F. of America.) 
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AZAD EXF^AirS CONGRESS STAIH) 
A NATIONAL AIPRCACH 


RBADINISS TO BE CONSTH[^CTI\^ RATHER THAN DESTHHCTIVB 


VICEEOY TO DECIDE FINALLY 


CLAIM OF RELEASE OF ALL LCLIITCAL 
PPJOSCNERS LAIXN^D AT GREAT RISK 


SiTTila. June 30 . 


In an answer to a questi^on about the the extent to 

prepared 

which the Congress would he/tc contribute to the success 
of t^’e proposals, the Congress President said that the very 
fact that it had agreed to participate in the Conference 

^ ■^3r€- 

clecirly indicated the Congress reiiness to Constructive 
in its attitude rather than destructive. The Congress could 
very v/ell have deiranded the release of all political pri,z^soners 
still under detention in order to create a favourable atmosphere 
and also the removal of the ban/ on the All-India Congress 
Comrdttee and other Allied or-'^anisations before agreeing to 
participate in ttie Simla Conference. Tl:e Naulana Sahib 
emphasised that none could be.ve blamed the Congress had it 
insisted on the fuliilment of-those conditions as a prerequisite 
for Congress participation. 


GREAT RISK IFOBRiAtSN 


T>":is the Congre did not do and that the Congress waived 
the claim at the rish of being md sunder stood by its wv.Ti 
followers proved its readiness to contribute its sbe/re to the 
success of the constructive move that had been made by Lord 
Vv'avell. Kaulana Azad said, "431 reasonable mjen s-'otilc agree 
that the Congress could not have gone farther than this." 

Explaining the Congress approach to the Lavell Flan 
tkst the Congress President emphasised t]:-at it was not a 
party approach, "The Congress will always have before it the 
national point o:*"‘ view and any step which the Congress take5 






will be In/accordance with its traditions and policy pursued 
all along. For instance, when the Congress prepared the panel 
it will see to it that it nominates Hindus, Kuslims, Harljans 
and other communities.” 

The Congress President further elucidated that selection 
of the personnel for the panel would net be confined to 
Congress men alone. ”Cur object 1 s to have t^’e best men in 
the country irrespective of the fact whether fefxiEE they are 
Congressmen or not.*' 

In reply to a su^f^estlcn made ir certedn quarters that 
the Congress vas him encug’'' to afford to yield to the Muslim 
League vlM'ont suffer:’In stature or prestlee, t-'-e Muulana 
Saheb said, ”1 do Kt not share that view. I feel that if the 
Congress fa* Is to s-'cir sufficient strengt"'' and ceterriin^’tion 
at a critical jurct/ure lihe fh^e present to adtere steadfastly 
to ii s natlc^nl out loch and the prlnclj'lr-s for uMich it has 
a3.va^"s stcc", the futr-re of the Ccngrecs creanisaticn vlll be 
jeopardised, " ^ ^ ~p J 
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mm ¥M HEW PLAH BE ACCEPTED 
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AZAD SZF'LAIHS 


MESSAGES TC I’’DIA1>! PEOPLE PS^SLIMS 


Simla, 3. 


In course 


- J 3 

Oi 


an eTclucive interview with Ehvrna 


Mivf 


ALLas, special representative of the "Bombay Cl^ronicle" 

Maalana Abul Ecalam Azad, Congress Presidentjirsued the following 
tvo raessares (one tc the people of India and the other to 
the Indian Muslims);- 


To the Indian people - "This is a critical moment in our 
political life and, t!-'erefore_,it is essential t'“r,t vre s'-^uld 
Peep before us the real si gnif~’canoe of t^'e temporary situation 
that •'.as arisen in the country. Ve should neither attach 
evagmeruted 'and undue iir’^crtcnce tc the lav'E.l offer, nor 
should ve irncre t^^e real* demands and evi.rencies of the situatiorii 


W. 5-. ^ W 


Consistent with the defence of our principler, if th 
opened tc a temncrary^ soluticr. leading tr our ultimate goal 
of freedom, then \'e s^'ould u.n> es/itatinglv a^'^ail oui'nelves 
O'"' it. If sue'*' a veav is met evened, then ’ e should watch our 


st'^p and not budge -'.n :’r’C’'i frc!''' cur rosition." 

To tbs Indian I’uslim,s - "Muslims of India Meld not 
tbin-' :^or a mernent t^at M'e !'uslims in the CengreSsS are blind 
to the gennire doubts ^^^nc y^iev/ances of the Muslims. Indeed 
perhaps they realize Ibis situation better than nru'cne isi else, 
Tbe point, horev'^r, is what should be t■'e ccrrect 5npro-!ch to 
remove tb-'^se doubts and prievences ? 

"Differ^^-nces between nationalist Muslims and the Muslim 


League are not of the ultimate aim v^hich after all is the 


well-being and honourable existence of Indian MiislirAs in a 
free India, but of metbods, tc be us'=*d tc achieve the desired 
end," 




£nftgdat4 July 4^ 1945 . 


And if ve so desire, V7e can easily reir-ove even this 
difference over our respective methcds. hlsat is neeied, is 
a broad vision, large heartedness and sincerity ol’ nurT'Cse. “ (U.P.’ 




July 6. 1945. 

LIST TO EE sn0«rTTED TODAY 
i COKGKSSS RCKIKESS 


MAULAIJA A2AD 0FTIKI3TIC ABOUT OUTCCl'E OF T,UJCS 


'ROAD OCUTItTJSS TO BE CLEAR' 


USHRD'S II'TSR'/ia; VJITH YICEROY 
PROVIDED FELFFIfL BACKGRCUUD FOR TALF.S 

Simla. July 5. 


AZiU) OniKISlIC 


Tbe Ccngres.-; President,}''aul9na Abiil Az'^id^s emed to 

be op timi sties about t^e fi’^al out cone of f'-e Giuln delibe¬ 
rations to-dav. At ibe end c-" this mornr'nr's sessior of the 

told 

Committee the Congress ProGide’^t ti/t'^e Associated 
Press special corr^spor/ent that the Committee honed to arprove 
finally the list of names to b*^ submitted to t^'o Viceroy at 
this afternoon’s meetino of the Co’^’mittee. Ve also sale he 
bas Invited such Congress I’^vltees to tt.e crnl’eP'^nce as are 
net Tieinhers of the hnrbln.f Corrr1tt«e to attend bee comrdtt^e 
meeting at 4 tc-^ha 3 " for the purpose of consultations. 


Asked the situation was, the Congress Ir^^sldent said : 
”It Is Guite pood. The ro'^.d continues to bo clear and t^-'ere 
has b^'^en no obstacle sc far," 

To a further question haulamn Az^'d said t’rat Pandit bepi-'n’s 
int^-TvIew with Viceroy on Monday last was veit satisfactory and 
provided a belnful hachnronnd for the I’cTrinp Committee 
deliheratlcns. 

Asked what would h® the attitude of the Cenprers if the 
Kusllm League eventuallv sta^td out, the Gonore''s President 
said : "It is for Lord l.’avell then to decide what b# stiou.ld do, 

I can only sneak on behalf of the Congress and so far 
as the Congress is concerned v/e have made it quite clear that 
we are prepared to play our part.” _ 


(AJ.) 
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CCNGHBSS SUGGBSTS 16 HMBS 

^ nctmvs ccwciL 
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LIST TC EE FCRLIRDED TC LORD WAVELL TO-BAY 


SELECTIOf 


OF 



OF ABILITY 


KOULABA AZAD DEFILES FRirCIILSS 
T}iAT GUIDED VCHFIFG CCM!ITTBE 


Simlaf July 6 . 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress FresidEnt, at a 
Brief Press Conference defined the principles v,hich guided 
the V/orHng Ccmmittee in framing the Congress p.anel. 

The r'inst consideration tefore the Ccromittee, he said, 
was to select men of ahility. 

Secondly, the Committee ms guided 'y a des^T^e not to 
conf:'ne the selection to party limits. Ah]m r^ersons outside 
the Congress have also Been i'-^eluded in tBe list. 

The third principle^ vMc’" ouided the Committee in mnl’ing 
the selection vas to include re^mesentatives of ns many 
minoritios as POssiHe in the list. 

The Committ'^'e has recommended fifteen names emcluding 
the Commander-in-Chlef and the Viceroy, 

The Congress Lorhing Commi- t'^e met this morning at 
Armsdale, All the meiriBers of the Committee, including Mr. Asaf 
Ali, who did not attend yc-sterdays meeting owing to 111 health, 
attended. 

The Committee met again at 3 I.!', at Manor Ville, Mahatma 
Gandhi’s residencei Maulana ABul Kalam Azad iiidciiKdx presided. 

Maulana Azad told pressmen after the morning sitting that 
the Committee further discussed the list of names to Be 
submitted to the Viceroy by the Congress. Final touches would 
be given this afternoon, Fe appealed to pressmen to desist from 





ij)rday. Inly 7. 1945. 

from speculating on the names for the proposed Executive 
Council. The Maulana could not say "whether the Wording 
Coromittee session would continue after it had taken the final 
f^ecision on the panel of ^ names. It was possible that a 

further meeting might be held to discuss the international 

\ 

situation, the internal organisation of the Congress and other 
matters. 

’’We have reached the final stage and will submit the 
panel of names to the Vicero^ in course of the day,"# said 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, to the 'United 
Press' representative after the Working Committee meeting 
this morning. 

hhen asked whether he Is likely tc the Viceroy 
Kanlana Azad said, "liell it is a matter of nrocecure. I 
may myself take the list to t’'e Viceroy or send somehody else, 
he have not decided about that." . . ^ ^ , / A 'T 11* 




Utoirfayf falv 9 . 1945. 

WOfiKIHG CDMMITTiSE MEETS 

f', 

f- 

FOUR HOU rV D ISCOSSIOM 

Matters Be5 International Situation 

S.fla§iii^rea 

MOULAKA AZAD»S STATEMENT 

Members To Stay on * Bengal Famine & Asthi 
Chinair Cases to Receive Attention 

SIMLA, July, 8. 

I 

The Congress Working Committee met at 2 p*m. at Manor Viie, 
Mahatma Gandhi’s residence, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presided* 

The Congress Working Committee considered to-day for four 
hours the internal organisation of the Congress as well as various 
matters concerning the international situation with special reference 
to the San Francisco Conference* 

The Committee meets again at 2 p*m# to-morrow at Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad’s residence* 

Maulana Azad, the Congress President^told a representative 
of the United Press that Bengal Famine, the general situation in 
the country and the cases of Ashti and Chimur prisoners and such 
other important topics would be discussed at the meetings of the 
Congress Working Committee* 

He further said, ” The next immediate task before the new 
Executive Council would be to see to the needs of the general 
masses in the country, namely, to make available food and 
clothing*” •*• ( A. P* and U.P.) 
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LEAGU E'S Am iDDE 

Moulaaa Azad Reviews Congress 
Policy. 

SIMLA, July 14* 

Manlana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, at a Press 
conference this evening reviewed the policy taken by the Congress 
during the Siinla Conference# He said that the Congress was 
pre^^ared to acconuaodate the JliSliia League consistently with its 
national policy. This would be made clear when the panel submitted 
by the Congress was officially released. Failure of the Conference, 
he added, was due to the uncompromising attitude taken by the 
League. 

Continuing Maulana Azad said thjt the British Government must, 
share the responsibility for the communal situation in the country 
to-day. Settlement would be possible either now or in future only 
on a reasonable and fair term, he added. 

Maulana Sahib added that he was in correspondence with Lord 
Wavell about the publication of the correspondence passed between 
the Congress and Lord Wavell in connection with the Simla Confer¬ 
ence# 

"Two points arise out of the present position; the first is 
that the attitude of the ^iislim League is responsible for the 
failure of the conference and the second point., v;hich emerges from 
the situation is that after the refusal of the Jtislim League the 
question naturally came before the Viceroy whether a forward step 
should be taken or not. The Viceroy decided not to take for the 
present", observed Maulana Azad. 

Maulana Azad said that he had made it clear to the Viceroy 
that the Congress was prepared to go forward and if a certain 
group wished to keep out it might be left out." 



with a flat step and vavering alnd we cannot co7er 
our destination”} remarked Maulana Azad. 

”It is good to think twice before taking a step forward# 

But when step has already been tak i ng hesitation is not virtue 
but weakness* If the British Government wished to give shape 
to things they should have realised the coansunal condition# They 
should have been prepared not to surrender the right of veto 
to any group and thus block the pd;h of progress”^ Maulana Azai 
said* 


Maulana Azad at the outset explained the talks he had with 
the Viceroy on June 24 when he placed the Congress point of view 
beforepiffl . He said that he emphasised that 11; the present 
arrangement was purely temporary and interim , (2) it was a 
preliminary step to the goal of independence, and (3| the Working 
Committee wished to co-operate in every reasonable way but 
their decision required ratification by the All India Congress 
Committee# 

Maulana Azad threw further light on other points that (1) 
every effort should be made to give national character to the 
Indian army and to bring about eordially between National army 
and the National Government and the people (2) the India Govemmeni 
could not support any policy aimed at continuation of imperialist 
control of any of the countries in South East Asia nor could it 
allow use of its resources in man and money. - U. ?, J 
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RRT.RaflR Off 

Azad la Correspondence With Viceroy, 

SIMLA,July 15. 

ACj>J>C'Vv|- 

While fMppiag fruit-juice which is his only food during ijiunch 
tiasj Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, said in 
an exclusive interview to United Press, ” I have been in correspondence 
with the Viceroy on the guestion of the release of Congressmen , 
still behind prison bars and I am anxiously awaiting the results. 

I have urged upon His Excellency that to create an atmosphere of 
goodwill and mutual trust, it is essential that all congressaani 
prisoners and particularly members of the All-India Congress Committee 
should be released and the ban on the organisation withdrawn*** 

Maulana Azad said he could not indicate what would be the results 
of the effort but to his mind Lord Wavell appeared to be favourably 
inclined. 

Maulana Azad further said that Lord Wavell both at the time 
of the interview and also in correspondence with the Congress 
President appealed to him to see that the Congress always maintainecL 
the same co-operative and helpful attitude. 

Referring to the failure of the Ltaders* Conference, Maulana 

Azad said, ** It has been a great mistake to convene the conference 

UiXb 

on a communal background. The British Government hiid got to accept 
some responsibility for the communal situation in the country as 
it is now. If the British Government is sincere to solve the 
political deadlock, there is no other way out but to take a firm 
attitude and if any party or group wants to block the way, they 
should not yield. The present attitude of the British Government 
has made the situation more complex and difficult of solution. The 
J&.slim League found the British Government was not strong and had 
a wavering mind and hence the League felt it was stronger and took 
the attitude as it did* 
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® The Congress”, said Maulana Azad, ”has gi^en m assurance 

CLy^eL U)£- 

to the Viceroy have decided that our attitude will he so helpful 

A 

as it is now#” 

Replying to the question whether the Congress could take any 
concrete step now, Maulana Asad said, ” do not see any way 
iamediately. But the Working Committee will to-day discuss the 
situation# The Congress will, however, watch the development and 
give a lead, whenever it is found necessary,” Mr. Azad further told 
the United Press representative, ” The National Planning Committee 
did very useful work but before the final report could be submitted, 
the leaders were arrested# The Congress, will,however, like to revive 
the activities of the Committee ”• 
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/ millCAlS TO BE RET.EASRn SnOM 1 

Azad's Correspondence with V^iceroy J Simla 
Did Some Ground-Work For Future 

“The Simla Conference has contributed something towards 
Indians goal of independence,” said Moulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Congress President, to a staff reporter of this paper 
on his arrival at Calcutta from Simla on Wednesday afternoon# 

He explained - as a result of the Simla Conference the 
political atmosphere in India has been cileared for a better un¬ 
derstanding between India and the British Government* Some 
ground work, he added, has also been done for future* 

Moulana Azad who sat for this interview immediately 

Iy€.cL 

on his arrival at his residence at Circula^oad was tried 
' and sweating and preferred to reserve a detailed analysis of 
the“achievements” at Simla to a later date.” 

CORRESPONDENCE CONTIDENTIAL 

Moulana Azad said Lord Wavell has informed him that all the 
proceedings of the Conference as also the correspondence which 
passed between Lord Wavell and fehe Congress President were 
to be regarded for the time being confidential. This reply was 
given by Lord Wavell to an inquiry by the Congress president 
if his correspondence could be released to the Press* 

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

The Congress President said that on the question whether 
the Congress should now accept office in provinces including 
Bengal where section 93 is in force, he feels As it will be 
very difficult to accept office until a popular Government 
is established at the Centre* This^the Congress President 
made it clear, is his personal opinion. 

DOOR OPEN FOR LEAGUE 

Asked whether he feels whether any fresh effort should 
■ be made for a settlement with the Jkislim League^ lfc>ulana 
Azad said s “The door of the Congress is always ©pen for the 




h 

Muslii Ifapet The Congress has always been anxious to 
cose to a sittleient with the teislli Leaps# Bnt in view of 
the present attitude of the Jlislim Leape I do not see how 
an agreeient could be reached*” 

Inquired if he would take up Bengal affairs now, Moulana 
Azad said he intended to take rest for sometiiae# Bengal 
affairs, he said, need a long and careful attention, and aftef 
, his return from Kashmir where he intends to take a few days • 
rest he proposes to take them up# 

POLITICALS* RELEASE 

Moulana Azad said he has written to Lord Wavell on the 
question of release of all political prisoners and the lifting 
of ban on the Congress# Although he has not yet received any 
reply Moulana Azad expects the political prisoners will be 
released very soon and the ban on the Congress will also be 
withdrawn in the near future# It is very difficult for him 
to say but he expects he will be able to hold a meeting of the 
A#I#C#C# in course of the next four or five wekks# A meeting 
of the Congress Working Committee will also he held then# 

He has received requests to hold the A.I#C#C* meeting at 
Eomaby, Delhi and other places# The st-ff reporter of this 
paper suggested the next meeting of the A.IjC.C should be held 
in Calcutta in view of Bengal’s situation# Moulana Azad said 
it may be held but nothing has yet been decided about it# 
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Msalaaa izad*s Appeal to Congressmen 
fo Celebrate A National Week 



Maulana Abul Kalam Azadj the Congress President, has 
issued an appeal to Congressmen all over the land to observe 
the ninth of August in a proper and befitting manner and to 
devote the whole of the week following to the constructive 
programme» 

He says i 

The week following the ninth of August has been declared 
as a national week in various provinces. I would, in this 
connection, issue the following directions to Congressmen all 
over India. We must permit no word or action that may mar the 
solemnity of the day. Noisy demonstrations and cheap rhetoric 
are an insult to the memory of those who have fallen • Our 
only fitting homage is to work for the cause for which they died 
Lack of organisation and discipline has been one of the fatal 
weaknesses in our national struggle. We md^t pledge ourselves 
to overcome such weakness. In the changed circumstances of 
to-day the constructive programme offers the only means of 
welding ourselves into disciplined soldiers of Indian freedom* 
Through the constructive programme we must, therefore, 
rehabilitate our people and garner our strength. 

I would appeal to Congressmen all over the land to observe 

the ninth August in a proper and befitting manner. There imist be 

cl or 

no exuberance in worjt ef action but a dignified and wel^ordered 

♦ 

display of our national will to freedom. Where there is no 
ban on public meetings, they should be held at 6 p.m. to 
renew our pledge to the country. Where such ban exists, a^etings 
should be held in private quarters at the same hour. There 
should be no spe|tches except by the President of the meetings 





Kodnesda-y. JnlT 25, 1945. 

He should briefly explain the nature of our peaceful and non- 

^ 7 

*9lolent s^^ggl@ and emphasise the importance of the construe- 
tive programme. The audience should then stand in silence for 
two minutes in memory of those who have been taken away 
from our midst in the last three years. 

The meeting should then disperse in orderly and dignified 
silence. The whole week should be observed as one devoted to the 
constructive programme. 
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RABUffiRAHAm HmOBIil. 

Maulana Azad Lends All Support To 
Appeal For,Fuads . 

In a statement issued to-day the Congress President| 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad lends all his support to the appeal 

for funds issued by the Rabindranath Memoijhl Committee* 

He saysJ The fourth anniversary of Dr* Rabindranath 

Tagore’s death falls on the 7th Af August this year. His 

was a life dedicated to India and the world. His poems and 

songs will be remembered and sung so long as beauty is sought 

and cherished by man. His countrymen will remember with 

gratitude his efforts for their social* educational and moral 

uplift. The poet of Indian freedom* his flaming words have 

0 

instilled courage into dro|)ping hearts and steeled waverers 
to new and heroic efforts. A giant among men, centuries will 
pass before the world sees his like again. 

It is a matter for shame that we have not r^aised as yet 
a fitting memorial for him. Perhaps he needs no memorial 
other than the songs we cherish in our hearts* It is, however, 
our duty to see that the objects for which he laboured even 
to the end of his days are maintained as he would have liked 
to maintain them. The Viswa Bharati is the living symbol 
of his hopes and dreams. We mst ensure that it contimes to 
serve the ends for which he founded it* 

I,therefore, lend all ray support to the appeal for funds 
issued by the Rabindranath Memorial Committee in this behalf. 

I understand that the Committee has set a target of ten lakhs 
from Bengal before the 7th of August this year. I have no 
doubt that Bengal will rise to the occasion and leave the targ# 
-et behind. For, in seeking to honour her national poet, 

Bengal will do honour to herself ,and I am confident that the 
rest of India will not lag behind* 
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HOHBHTOUS FOR WORLDS* FPTPBE 
A2AD QR ^RTTTS H ELECTIONS 

Issues More Important Than Personalitiess 
Indian Opinion Favourable 

The President of the Indian National Congress, tolana 

Ahnl Kalaia A2ad,|told the ’* Associated jh*ess of India” in an 

interview yesterday that ‘*the victory of the British Labour 

Party in the general election imposes heavy responsibilities 

on the party. The world is waiting to see if they can avoid 

£(xsb 

the mistakes committed at the end of the Great War^ India 
will also watch and wait”. 

Itolana Azad added? ” The British elections just over are 
momentous for the future of the world. The British people 
have spoken and their decision is unequivocal and clear. More 
important than the men for whom they voted are the issues 
which decided their choice. There is not much difference 
between the British parties regarding the principles for 
which the war is being fought. The chief difference is Jn their 
outlook on the future world. The results are a signal victory 
of new ideas over old and prove that the people of Great Britaii 
have decided to discard the old and worn-out order.” 

The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, has 
congratulated the British premier-elect, Mr. Clement Ittlee 
on the election results. 

In the cable.to Mr. Attlee, the Congress President says ? 

” Hearty congratulations to the people of Great Britain on 
behalf of Indian people on the results of the elections, which 
demonstrate their abandonment of old ideas and acceptance of 
a new world”. 







In a cabl© to Sir Stafford Crlpps, Maulana Azad says t 
** Congratulations froni one whOj despite differences in respect 
of the solution of Indian problem? has always been convinced 
of your sincerity of parpose and grateful for your endeavours 

on behalf of India”. . C ^ 




/ AZin^ATEIJ. COHHESPONDENCE 

Publication To Reveal Nothing Suspicious J 
Congress. President's Agsaraasa* 

GOLMARG, ing. 13. 

An assurance to the public that the correspondence between 
Lord Wavell and hiiaself relating to the Sinila Confernce when¬ 
ever released for publication will reveal nothing that 
will not satisfy everyone of the goodwill of the Congress 
towards all parties and of its firm determination to accoimno- 
date them all for fruitful co-operation was given by the 
President of the Indian National Congress, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, in an interview to the Associated Press of India. 

Maulana Azad said * ” In a recent statement to the press 
regarding the correspondence between Lord Wavell as Chairman 
of the Simla Conference and myself, Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
desires me to overlook the ruling of the chair and publish it* 

I need hardly emphasise the fact that I have sought the 
permission of the Chairman of the Conference for the publica¬ 
tion of our correspondence, but it would hardly be consistent 
with the conduct of public affairs if I did not agree to 

abide by the ruling of the chair, 

I can, however, assure the public that the correspondence 

between Lord Wavell and myself relating to the Conference 
whenever iBleased for publication, will reveal nothing that 
will not satisfy everyone of the goodwill of the Congress 
towards all parties and of its firm determination to accommo¬ 
date them all for fruitful co-operation. 

I can assure Mr. Jinnah or the rest of the country that 
there is nothing in that correspondence which would support 
many of the suspicions to which expression is being given* 






iagiist 14y 1945. 



Consistently with the proprieties of public affairs, I would 
be prepared to share the said correspondence with Mr. Jinnah 
in confidence should he desire it and thus while respecting 
the ruling of the chairman of the Conference, satisfy the 
President of the ^slim League personally that the purpose 
for which he would like to see it published is irrelevant 
to the issue. The other questions based on the hypothetical 
contents of this correspondence do not arise”* « (A.P.). 
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/ HO fmce without free udia 

Underlying Causes of War %st Be 

Mmsla. Aa7s 4gaa» 

GUUMARG, ing. 15. 

"Until the underlying causes of war which pivot on the 
greed of the powerful and the humiliation and exploitation 
of the weak and the vanquished are effectively removed this 
victory may be no more than the false dawn of fugitive peace." 

Thus observed the Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalaa 
Azad, when interviewed by the Associated Press of India on the 
end of the Japanese war. 

" The world cannot forget" Maulana Azad said, "that India 
has yet to reap the fmiits of a truly democratic victory 
and her struggle for freedom. One fifth of the human race 
has yet to occupy its rightful place as a free people. No 
peace can last long if India is not allowed to function as 
a free country equal in status to the other great countries 
of the world. 

The Congress President saids "After eight years and more 
in China and after five years the whole world has come out 
of a most horrible flood of fire and bbod and the shore of 
peace is now discerjnible. The world has witnessed during 
this period the rise and fall of three devastating floods namely 
Fascism, Nazism and Japanese militarism, which threatened to 
overwhelm the entire world but which have in the end been 
overwhelmed by gathering forces of democracy. This is the 
one aspect of the end of this war which has in it elements 
of hope for those who value individual and national freedom 
as man*s birthright and which makes it possible for the 
freedom loving humanity to welcome it. 

The end of armed hostilities is bound to bring to the 
suffering mankindl a sense of profound relief. 
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* f last r@call even at tlie risk of repudiation that 
lational India ms the first to raise its voice against the 
rising tide of fascism, Nazism and Japanese agfression at 
a time when some of principal allies were following policies 
calculated to encourage them. It is , therefore, National India* 
legitimate right to-day to be the first inihe field to welcome 
suppression of reactionary and aggressive forces and to congra¬ 
tulate democratic forces of humanity on their victory over evil 
powers of reaction and aggression. While, bearing in mind all 
those whose sufferings have made it possible for the world to 
breathe in peace again, I offer, on behalf of India, my 
hearty congratulations to the people of China whose heroic 
and determined struggle and colossal suffering have now been 
crow^Hed with success," 

” For four years and longer they stnuggled, unaided by the * 
Great Powers, again overwhelming forces and but for their heroic 
stand during the years of unequal struggle the world might have 
had to face an enemy far more powerful than the one now 
vanquished. 

While the peace-loving people of the world over may 
legitimately celebrate the end of this war we must not forget 
that real peace is still a desideratum. One may ask whether 
the victorious Powers after vanquishing the foes, whose greed 
has been the cause of untold calamities and years of agony, are 
now in a mood to usher in an era of real peace. If Potsdam is 
an indication of their present mood, a repetition of Versailles 
and Its consequences cannot be ruled out again. The defeat of 
Japan brings the fate of the South Asiatic countries to the 
fore. If they are to relapse into their own bondage this victory 
will mean nothing to them but a change of masters, - (A.P.) 
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GOOD-WIL L GEST URE TO LBAGDB 

Congress Position To Be Clarified At Next 
Meeting Of Working Committee. 

SRINiGiH, Aug. 20. 

Following is the full text of Congress President*s statements 

” The war which has Just ended led to the postponement of 
many urgent problems. In some cases this was inevitable. In 
many others the war was made an excuse for such postponement# 

The final end of the war has suddenly brought all these problems 
to the forefront and war conditions can no longer be pleaded as 
an excuse. Both from the national and international points of 
view the question of India’s freedom, political and economic, 
is now urgent and vital issue on which depend not only t he 
well-being of four hundred millions but also to a large extent 
the future peace of the world. 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLI 

” This question, always vital and important, has now been 
pcecipated to the very forefront and there can be no further 
delay in its solution. The solution has now to be a final 
and permanent one. Such a settlement can only mean the estab¬ 
lishment of a democratic government for a free and independent 
India co-operating in the international domain with the other 
free governments of the world. As a part 6f this settlement, and 
for the brief period between now and the assumption of office by 
the goveriuaent of free India under a consitution framed by 
the Constituent Assembly, interim governments both in the 
centre and the provinces will be necessary in order to deal 
with the acute distress prevailing in the country and 
with post-war problems, as well as to arrange the preliminary 

processes- of the Constituent Assembly* But such interim 
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arrangeaests can only bo possible as a of the final 
settlement* 

“It has been stated on behalf of the British Government 
that a Constituent Assembly should be summoned at the 
conclusion of hostilities* Hostilities have now ceased* Ihe 
only excuse that may be advanced for a possible delay in 
convening the Constituent Assembly is the lack of a solution 
of the communal problem* This should offer no difficulty as the 
Indian National Congress has gone a long way to find a solution 

CONGRESS VIS-A-VIS LEAGUE 


” In regard to the Hindu-^slim problem, as it has taken 
shape to-day with the demand on the p^rt of the ^klslim league 
for a partition of the country, the Congress has given the 
most earnest consideration to it, desiring as it does, the 
well-being and freedom of the country as a whole and of 
each group or cotmnunity in it* It has even recognised the right 
of self-determination of any area provided that this is t he 
estAblished and declared will of the inhabitants of that 
area, but subject to the exercise of such right not resulting 
in the compulsion of any other group. 

” The Congress is convinced that the free Indian State 
can only be based on the willing co«*operation of its federa¬ 
ting units and of its principal communities and cannot be foun* 
ded on complusion* Further, the Congress has declared that 

I 

the federating units should have the largest conceivable amounl 
of freedom to function as they will, subject only to certain 
essential bonds for their coaimon welfare* Even independent 
countries adjoining each other have to develop these common 
bonds and links and can no longer live in isolation. 

“ Thus the Congress has gone to the farthest limit of 
recognising the right of self-determination even to the 
extent of sepration under certain circumstances and with 




certain safeguards for the coianunities affected and for the 
country as a whole. 

•It has done so in the earnest hope that when the problems 
are viewed in proper perspective and without passion and preju 
dice, the facts of the situation will induce all concerned to 
co-operate together in building up a free and democratic 
Indian State, with every freddom to the constituent units 
to develop accordirig to their needs and wishes. But if any 
such unit or group of adjoining unit decided otherwise/, it 
can take charge of its own destiny. It will be open to the 
representatives of such a unit in the Constituent Assembly 
to advance its claims and a decision on this should not rest 
on the majority vote of the assembly but on the vote of the 
representatives of the assembly of the areas concerned. 

•While the Congress position is dear., doubts and 
suspicions have not wholly disappeared and I feel that in 
order to remove these some clarification is needed. I 
propose therefore to place this matter before the next meeting 
of the Working Committee and I am confident that the 
desired clarification will be forthcoming. 

REALISM DEMArOED 

• So far as I am concerned, after long and careful 
deliberation I have come to the conclusion that the division 
of India is wholly Impracticable and opposed to the ultimate 
interests of Indian Muslims themselves. 

" But I realize also that the present political atmosphere 
of the country is surcharged with suspicion and doubt and 
a large section among Indian Mislims doew not seems to be in 
a mood to view realities in their lx proper perspective. This 
section can be expected ^o do so only when it is assured that 
the determination of thel^ destinies rests with Mislims 
themselves without external compulsion. Whenthis is realised, 
suspicion and doubt will largely disappear and efforts to 
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desirable and latually satisfactory soltitioa of the conminal pro¬ 
blem will be fruitful# 

”In the great tasks before us, all of us must get rid of 
the fear complex# I appeal to fellow %slims to view the 
fuestion in this perspective realising that their future lies 
in their own hands and there can be no compulsion on them# I 
appeal also to my Hindu and Sikh and other fellow citizens 
to appreciate this approach to a problem which has troubled 
us so much and has been a bar to our progress# With this approv 
ach on the part of Jtislims and Hindus and Sikhs, I have no 
doubt th^jthe atmosphere of distrust will undergo a change 
and give place to a climate of mutual trust# Even the section 
of Jlislims I have in view can then be trusted to begin to 
examine the question of separation dispassionately# 

‘‘It should be borne in mind that if the right of self- 
determination is conceded to any area in sucji circumstances 
as prevail in our country, it is not to encourage fissiperous 
tendencies, but to remove the very cause Of distrust, and there¬ 
fore the desire for separation. 


II 






Holding of General Blections Now 
Unjust 
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Wire To Viceroy To Allow Congress 
Sufficient Time for Organisation 

SRINAGAR, Aug* 21< 

Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, has sent 
a telegram to the Viceroy pointing out that it would be 
unjust to hold general elections without first allowing the 
Congress to function normally to organise the elections. The 
telegram was sent after the Congress President had heard a 
broadcast of the Viceroy*s announcement regarding elections# 
Following is the text of the telegram J- 
**Just heaid radio announcement regarding eljctions to Central 
Legislature befora^ext budget session and early general 
elections to Provincial Legislatures* I cannot help registering 
my organisation's emphatic protest for the Congress is still 
under ban, political prisoners and detenus in prisons, many 
others under severe handicaps, funds and properties conflscatedj 
civil liberties drastically refused under war time ordinances 
and the Defence of India ^ct and Rules still in operation* 
Cessation of hostilities in Europe was immediately followei 
by withdrawal of wartime measures and restoration of normal 
conditions in England for electorate to express its will 
freely^ It would he glaringly unjust to hold elections without 
first allowing Congress to function normally for a sufficient 
time to organise elections*- Abul Kalam Azadf” • (i*P*) 
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Maulana Azad On Congress Demand Before 
to.tosh Talk For Settlement 

( From Our Special Representative) 

RiMPISBI, Mg. 23| 

That release of all political prisoners and detenus 

OiA 

^¥hether connected with Wl4, 1921, 1930, 1940 or 1942 
movements shall be demanded before any fresh talk with the 
Govt, for ending the deadlock could be resumed was the 
reply given by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
to a question by a prominent Pindl Congress leader, who 
saw the Congress President and Pandit Mete at Srinagar, 
whether negotiations with the Govt, of India would be taken 
from where it was broken at Simla or quite afresh. 

The Congress President further told that the demand 
for Constituent Assembly would also be made as circumstanT 3 s 

w 

had changed due to cessation of hostilities and there was 
no question of interim arrangement. Some J^slim leaders wanted 
to exploit existing mutual distrust between the Hindus and the 
J^slims. The first essential requirement!^therefore^ at the 
present hour | was to create trust and good will between the 
sister communities in India. If the Nationalist Mislims, 

Maulana Sahib added could forge united front and organise 

/ , ■ ^ 

- ■ V. 

themselves on sound footing they could easily defeat the'ililli 
League. 
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BAS 0» SOCIALIST fiRK 
MMJUSA AZAP PRGES BEMOVAL 

Congress Organise tion Cannot Be Deemed 
Free With Such Restrictions 

SRINAGAR (Kashmir), Aug* 23* 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President^has issued 
the following statement to the press: "It is a matter for 
satisfaction that several provincial governments have now 
taken steps to lift ban on Congress and I hope further steps 
will soon be taken to restore civil liberties in the fullest 
measure to enable the electorate to exercise its will in an 
atmosphere of full freedom*” 

” The release of all political prisoners and detenus of 
all categories and the cancellation of all restrictions and 
unexecuted warrants of arrest must follow and follow quickly 
to complete the process of restoring normaBy. Even before 
the end of war was clearly in sight, the Viceroy was pleased 
to recognise that there was ”much to forgive and forget on both 
sides*” 

"After the end of hostilities what is immediately wanted 
in India is a new start with all bitterness of the past 
completely wiped out* The dead past, which was the outgrowth of 
the abnormal circumstances brought about by the tragic world 
upheaval must be left behind to bury its dead* 

The foundation of a new India in a new world must be laid 
on the main rock of general goodwill, freedom ^nd willing 
co-operation* In the light of this conception of the future 
I cannot understand why any exceptions should be made and 
allowed to rankle in the body politics* fhe exceptions so 
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far reported Include the Congress Socialist Party. Whatever 
Blight have been the point of view of the Government engaged 
in the prosecution of war, not only the spirit of forgive and 
forget but the general political situation in the country at t}» 
end of the war demands that the past should not be. carried oser 
into the future." 

The President sayss "Surely the Labour Government of England 

should be the last to look askance at the Socialist Party of 

India, which is a section within the Congress. If they are 

♦ 

supposed to remain under ban, the Congress organisation as 
whole cannot be said to be free S it. I earnestly hope that 
the Socialist Party and all other patriotic organisations will 
soon be released from the embargo under which they are placed 
at present and all of them will be allowed to function normally 
at an early date and to participate in the fflithcomlB g elections 
and in the shaping of their country's destiny. 

" I have not the slightest doubt that such a general 
revocation of the past with all its bitter memories will bring 
about that feeling among the dynamic sections of political 
workers and thinkers in the country, which is indispensable 
for determining India's future relations with England in an 
atmosphere free from the dead weight of the past." 




LEGAL CONGRESS COMMITTEES 


Azad Advises Normal Working 
SRINAGAR 5 Aug. 24. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, has telegra¬ 
phed Acharya Kripalani, General Secretary of the Indian National 
Congress to instruct all Congress Committees, wherever the ban has 
been lifted, to resume normal activities, including the enrolment 
of members and preliminary preparations for general election. 

The President has also asked the Secretary to cAll for reports 
from all Provincial Congress Conmittes about t..e general situation 
in the provinces and other relevant matters. 

He also says thc*t with the restoration of normal activities 
by the Congress Cojimittees all authority will reside in them and the 
substitute Committees and Associations formed during the continuance 
of the ban may merge in the regularly constituted or, appointed 
Congress Committeesj Provincial or otherwise. 

Maulana Azad says that as soon as the remaining members of 
the arc- released, an emergent m.eting of the a.I.C.C. 


will be summoned. - U.P.). 
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PRSMiTimS SID Qg A LIFE OF PitOMISB 

A2AD ON SUBHiiS BQSE<S DiATH 

Immediate Release of Members Of His Family 
Urged 

SHINAGAR, Aug. 25. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad has issued the following statement 
on the reported death of Mr. Subhas Cliandra Bose : 

*»Th 0 tragic circumstances in which Mr. Subhas C^aiidra 

Bose is reported to have died in exile will be learnt with grief 

in India, From his youthful days he was passionately devoted to the 

cause of Indian freedom and pursued his aim with uncommon zeal and 
Yi 

sijglemindedness. He attained a high place in the estimation of his 
compatriots at an early age and was rewarded with the highest 
office in the gift of the nation. His patriotism was beyohd doubt 
and but for the wrong step he took at a critical juncture he 
might have b^en in our midst to=day. It is extremely sad and tragic 
that a life of much promise has met with a premature end in circums 
tanc'-s which everyone in India will regard with sorrow. 

”I cannot help thiijfldng to-day of Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose 

f--' 

and other memcjrs of the family who came under a cloud of suspicion 
on account of the deceased*s ill-fatea associo^tion with Axis-Powers 
They have suffered incarceration for a long period. How that the 
war has ended ana even SuDhas Chandra Bose is no more, there is no 
reason left for prolonging the incarceration of any of them any 
longer. Demand for thei/release has been repeatedly made by 
influential sections of their countrymen and I earnestly hope 
that Government will no longer hesitate to set them free," - (A.P.) 
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Trial by Court Martial Lacks Validity 

C__ _T A _ -3 


SRIMGiR, Aug, 31: 

Maualna Abul Kalam Asad,.Congress President, has issued the 
following statement : ” The Governments^ decision about the prisoners 
of the commonly known Indian Rational Army while recognising the 
special circumstances of the case propose^that the leaders of the 
army should be tried by court martial and law should take its 
course. This sjiounds msxt ominous. It is commonly believed that 
ir^spite of grave error of judgement these persons had no intention t 
embrace the Axis cause but were moved by patriotic motive. 

” The circumstances in which they are believed to have acted 

were extremely complex. Now that the war is over Inman sentiment 

and public opinion will in no case sanction extreme penalty. I would 

not like to enter into the intricacies of inter-national law but 
a. 

according to legal opinion the question their status as British 
Indian subjects is not slii|le and their trial by court martial 
would lack validity. In as much as the peculiar circuffistances of 
these cases attract the saving provisions of the international law 
their rights and liabilities shoulc be judged by higher morals 
and principles of international customs. In j^any case it should 
not be forgotten th-.t Indian sentiments and feelings in respect 
of the Indian National Army would in no case allow extreme penalty 
to be meted out to those who were the victims of wholly unpreceden¬ 
ted and unexpected circumstw;nc6S and who acted v/lth no motive 
than that of patriotism. If the combatant enemies receive benefits 
of international law and custom axt the nationals of the country 
under foreign rule are morally entitled to nothing less”.- (U.P.) 






/ MISTION of self DlgPSRMIMATIQJ 

Matilana Azed To Place Issue Before .Working 

Committee Meeting 

SRINAGAR, SeDt> 4s 

The Associated Press learns from reliable sources 
that the Congress President, Manlana Abul Kalam Azad, 
wishes to place the issue of self-determination before 
the V/orking Committee at ±ts forthcoming meeting at Poona 
so that a detailed statement on the self-determination 
question fully clarifying the Congress attitude could 
be issueda 

Maulana Azad feels that contradictory interpre¬ 
tations are being given to t"he Congress attitude creating 
a lot of misunderstanding and hence he considers it 
necessary that as far as possible all doubts must be 
removed. 

The Congress President,and Hr.Asaf Ali are giving 
deep thought to this question and invitations extended 
to IGian Abdul Ghaffar IGian and Maul ana Hussain Ahmed Madni, 
for the forthcoming V/orking Coriiraittee meeting are more 
than significant in this connection. 

STAT iliGHT BB-LAIHED 

On his attention being drav/n to some reactions to 
nis recent statement about self-determination. Kaulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the Congress President, said : *'A careful 
examination of the Congress resolution^/ and my last 
statr^ment on the subject of self-determination v/ill make 
it clear to anyone that it is the population of a v/ell- 
deflned unit or area whose right to self-determination is 
recognised. Obviously if a considerable majority of 
population of such a region are Muslims their decision will 
be the decision of the area concerned. But it does not 
mean defranch!sement of minorities living in thfese 
regions* 
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I have j therefore, said in so many words thrt in 
whichever region the Muslims are in a majority they need 
have no apprehension that a decision which is not their 
own will he imposed on than. With this assurance made 
plain it is for them now to examine the merits of the 

proposals for separation or accession to the Indian 

union in an atmosphere free from extraneous interference 
with their choice. Extraneous interference here refers 
to the decisions token by person not living in the areas 
concerned, I am deliberately confining myself to brord 
principle of self-determination and do not desire to examine 
its implications in detail. In brief, both the Congress 
resolution and my explanatory statement concern themselves 
with territorial units and not exclusive religious 
communities," - (A,P,) 
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CONGRESS & comm ELECTION 

Adult Franchise To be Demanded^ 

Maulana Azad*s Views 

SRINAGAR, Sept* 5 - The Associated Press of India reliably 
understands the the Congress Working Committee at its 
forthcoming meeting in Poona will discuss the question 
of restricted franchise, especially for the Central 
Legislature, in the coming general elections. 

Talks with Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress 
President and Mr, Asaf All, Member of the Working Committee 
reveal that the Congress would demand adult suffrage 
or something reasonably nearer to adult suffaaage and 
would not object to the postponement of the elections 
for a brief period if Government agree to expand the 
scope of suffrage and consequently prepare new electoral 
rolls. 

Congress leaders maintain that when many vital 
issues concerning the future destiny of India are to be 
decided by the nev/ly elected legislatures^ it is mani¬ 
festly unjust to ignore several mi]lions of potential 
vo;;ers who M by aj.l carijions of democracy have a right 
to exi)ress their opinion on important national problems 
racing the country. It is pointed out that the Congress 
alone has been consistently pressing this issue for 
more than 25 years. 

It is also learned that the Congress Working Comm¬ 
ittee will draft the Congress election manifesto and 
place it before the A.I.C.C, Every effort will be made 
to remove Muslim suspicions on the question of self- 
determination - (A.P.). 
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• PRIORITY OF VISIT TO PUNJAB 
AZAD^S DECISION 

Setting House In Order After Iftikiiaruddin’s 

Resignation 

SRIMGARy Sept* 5 - It is understood that Maulana Abul 
Kalam izad has given priority to his visit to the Punjab 
immediately after the A*I*C.C. session as he is depply 
interested in helping the Punjab Congress Committee to 
see its house in order. Rivalries resulting in Mian 
Iftildiaruddin*s resignation from fresidenship have been 
causing him great concern. He has discussed the whole 
situation with Mian Iftikharuddin during the last few 
days, 

Maulana Azad’s announcement that the selection 
ofl Congress candidates for cj.ntesting the forthcoming 
elections will be made by the Central Parliamentary 
Committee is aimed at removing fears and suspicions of 
certain Congress circles v/ithin the Punjab Congress that 
party influences would p.evail in the selection and that 
certain groups might be victimised. 

The Congress President, it is leart, wanted to 
appoint i6 a committee- called the P^onjab Provincial 
Financial Hoard for raising funds for election works* 

In fact, he drew up a list of names and at the same time 
v/anted to make it clear that he may add further names if 
he considered it necessary during his visit to Punjab. 

But at the last moment he changed his mind and now he 
prefers to appoint this committee when he is in Lahore, 
Maulana Azad, moreover, feels that almost all 
prominent Punjab Congressmen would be present in Bombay 
during the A,I,C,C, session. This, he feels, would afford 
him further opportunity for a frank discussion with the 
rival groups,-(A.P,), 






AZAD^S STATEMENT 


SRINAGAR. 8eut« 5 - Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress 
President, has issued the following statement on the 
Punjab Congress affairs ' 

regret that the pressing demands of the 
situation have constrained me to postpone my inriediate 
engagement in Lahore and now I have to proceed direct to 
Bombay* However, as soon as the business of the V/orking 
Committee and the A.I.C.C, is concluded, I shall pay a 
visit to the Punjab* 

*’It seems to be necessary to inform the Congress 
circles concerned that I v/as fu ly apprised by Mian Ifti- 
kharuddin of his desire to be relieved of his responsibi¬ 
lities as'^'esident of the Provincial Congress Committee^ 
His resignation will take effect after the next meeting 
of the Provincial Committee which has been summoned on 
the twentyseventh of this month* 

In the meantime having regard to the importance 
of the forthcoming elections to the Central Legislature 
it is essential that preliminary work in that connection 
should not be delayed even by a day* The selection of 
candidates will be made by the central parliamentary 
sub-committee. The parliamentary sub-committee may find 
it necessary to appoint a special representative to 
supervise the entire work connected with the elections* 
But Congress Committees should be individually canvassed 
for any candi 'ate^ the Congress may put up*” - (A.P.) 







NEW D^HI^ Sept* 7 - '-^he Congress President Keulana AbuL 
Kalam Azad in an interview to-'-^ay preferred the post¬ 
ponement of elections with a view to widen the franchise 

X 

and revise the electoral rolls rather th|n holding the 
elections on the basis of the present incomplete electoral 
rolls. 

"The Congress" he said/'has stood for adult suff¬ 
rage for more than a quarter of a century and^therefore^it 
cannot view with equanimity the deprivation of tens of 
millions of potential voters. 

"It is a matter for satisfaction that this is 


being realised in other quarters too and public protests 

T 

are being lodged against the restricted franciiise and defe¬ 
ctive electroral rools on the basis of which the forth¬ 


coming elections are proposed to be held* It would be 
a travesty of the principle of representation to exclude 
the bulk of the population from expressing their will and 
exercising their choice of representatives either for 
forming governments or for the constitution making body* 

"Any alection held on the basis of existing ele*^ 
ctoral rolls will be entirely valueless for it cannot refl¬ 
ect the wi:i of the bulk of the adult immx population 
of the country. 

"Considering the fact that these elections will 
be a prelude to the constituent assembly and that the 
issues at stake are so vital a postponement of the elections 
is called for*" 




Bm ON C>S>P 

The Maulan Sahib hpped that the ban still in 
force on the Congress allied organisations would be 
lifted# He particularly referred to the Congress 
Socialist Party and said s ” Now that the Congress 
is no longer an unlawful association and normal activities 
have been resumed, it is obvious that no party within 
the Congress can pursue any activity which has not 
the sanction of the Congress and therefore 

to place any party under a ban on the assumption that 
it is likely to act in defiance of the recognised 
Congress policy is ttiolly unjustifiable. 

"If a party departs from the recognised Congress 
creed it will go outside the pale of the parent organi¬ 
sation and may then be held responsible for its independent 
activities. So long as this ban is not removed the 
Congress will not consider itself entirely free from it# 

_ (AoP.) 
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IIDIi PUia^IMG WITH NEW LIFE 
HAULMA AZAD^S vlBW 

Address To Workers Of Kashmir Rational Confce 


SRINAGAR. Sept;'6 (Delayed): - 

‘India is passing through a critical 
phase of its political Ii.,.e, Our country is v^ide awake now 
and is pulsating v/ith new life,” observed Ilaulana Abul 
Kalam Azad^ Congress President^addressing workers of the 


Jammu and Kasbnir Rational Conieren, e this evenirg • Maulana 
Azad said '^jjihange is bound to come in In la, and no 
power on e'^rth can p^^event it. Indian states ca not remain 
unaffected with changes in British India, There can be no 
two opinions about it*" 


^tinuing Kaulfna Azad said that signs of national 
will were present in Kaslimir and the untiring v;ork 6f 
Sheikh MohaTiinad Abdullah and the Rational Conference were 
responsible for it* He added, "Stand united. Do not 
anninilate your national life and national will by atten¬ 
ding to petty questions and squabbles. You are fortunate 
in having a leader like Sheikh Abdullah and the way he has 
chosen in gui|dirig the politics of Kashmir is correct." 

Concluding the Congress President said during the last 
fifteen years a marked change had come over Kashmir due to MU 
efforts of the National Conference and it v/as the duty of the 
people and workers to maintain the p^ace of progress with 
firmness and strength. 

dbth Magana Azad and Mr, Asaf Ali are leaving 

Ov- 

to-morro¥ morning, by air for Delhi ^route to Bombay. UU.p,) 
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AZAD ARRIVES AT M3W DELHI 
PRAISS FOR laSHMIRIS 
No Appreciable Improvement of Health 
NSW DELHI, Sept. 7 : Maulana Abnl Kalara Azad, Congress 
President and Mr. Isaf Ali arrived here this afternoon 
from Srinagar by an American plane. 

Maulana Azad said that he had a very comfortable 
journey. He thanked General Wheeler of the India Comand 
for giving him transport facility. 

The Congress President remarked that the Kashmir 
climate had not done him much good, probably because of 
his age. 

A large number of Congressmen and others gathered 
outside the aerodrome, stO;jped Maulana Azad’s car at the 
gate and gave him a recei^ttion. Shouts of‘’Maulana Azad 
Zindabad” were raised. 

Maulana Azad drove to Mr. Asaf Ali’s house where 
he will be staying for three days and then leave for Bombay. 

Interviewed by the issociated Press of India on 
the eve of his departure from Kashmir, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, the Congress President^said 3® I regret to say 
that I have not been able to benefit by the admittedly 

to. 

salubrious climate of Kaslimir to the extent of my expec^tion 
The blame does not attach to Kashmir, but to my physical 
capacity for recuperation. The season is just beginning 
to be pleasant and I suppose more beneficial than it has 
proved so far. But demands on my time will not permit a 
prolongation of ay stay^ I am going away with a heart full 
of gratitude generous hospitality and overwhelming 
kindness of many sincere friends among whom I count Shaikh 
Mohamed Abd\f!.lah and his colleagues. 

“I have come to Kashmir after 16 years and I 
have found evidence of many pleasant changes in several 
directions. I have found a welcome spirit of national 
ccaisciousness among the people of Kashmir for which Shaikh 
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Mohamed Abdulla and his colleagues of the National 
Conference deserve to be congratulated# I confidently hope 
that this consciousness will help to improve the general 
condition of the masses and make for ever increasing uti¬ 
lisation of the rich resources of Kashmir and a higher 
standard of life.” 

VISIT TO NATIONAL CQNFCS. OFFICE 

Maul ana Abul Kalam Azad^the Congress President,, 
and Mr, Asaf Ali visited the Mujahid Manzil, the head office 
of the National Conference at Srinagar last evening on 
special invitation of the National Conference. MSSMMSgi 
Addressing the workers and the public who had gathered there 
in large numbers Maulana Izad made a reference to the 
great changes impending in India and observed that they 
would affect not only the future of British India but also 
of Indian States. 

He paid warm tribute to the leaders and workers 
of National Conference who, he said, had brought about health^ 
and welcome changes among the people of Kashmir by awaken¬ 
ing them. He praised the far-sightedness of Shaikh Mohamid 
Abdullah and his colleagues in rescuing nationalism from 
the narrow straits of sectarian politics. Regarding the 
faces of those who had gather,, there Maulana Azad said,”I 
have learnt from your faces your outspoken aspirations and 
determination to secure political and national emanci- 
pation,"...- (A.P.). 


% 
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AZAD«S OBFER TO T.EAnng 

A.sr.c.c. TO DISCPSS 
Self-Determination For Muslims 

\ \ 

( pwwt OU-nr Ouo"n Ccj^y r ts po-nc-l c*wt ) 

LAHORE, Sept* 7>The fortheoming election, its scope and 
purpose, will be the main topic before the Working Commi¬ 
ttee and the A.IaC.C. meetings, it was revealed to the 
'Patrika' correspondent by a prominent Punjab Congressman 
who returned here after spending about a fortnight with 
Rashtrapati Azad in Kashmir* 

Sitting in his little hut in Kashmir surrounded 

by the lovely natural sights of the high ranges of the 

0 

Himalayas Izad is not only recjuping his health which has 
been shattered in the three years of state hospitality in 
the Ahmadnagar Port but he is also planning the future of 
India’s political life, Maulanatlzad has been all these days 
thinking hard, feeling the pulse of the nation It and ^ 
discussing matters with various people who are coming to 
Kashmir* Realistic as he is the Msulana sees both sides of 
the picture and is alv/ays eager to find the best solution 

C (7"kAa.. P tv C 

to the most eernguet- ^ go back to 1-9^5 Aot have - pllnalm d. 
problems* 


The Maulana thinks that the ’’forthcoming election 
will have a far-reaching effect. It will not only be a 

Cts 

mere demonstration of Congress strength and popularity but ish 
result will surely affect the future constitution of the 
country by laying the basis of India’s Constituent Assembly**. 

Herein, according to my informant, the Maulana 
feels, lies the crux of the whole matter. Hill the elections 
be held on the archaic electoral rolls, prepared, in some 
provinces, four or five years back ? What about the thousands 
of young boys and girls who should have earned their right 
of franchise now? These children of the soil, young and 
enthustastic, steeled by the August 1942 fire, will they be 
debarred from casting their votes which it is hundred per- 



nday^ Smtmber 9^ 1945 


percent sure, will go in favour of tiie Cc^igress ? Again, 
what about Caitral Assenbly which is elected on the basis 
of the outdated 1919 consitution which can represent any¬ 
thing but the real voice of the people ? These are serious 
questions now engaging Rashtrapati Azad’s mind. Jll these 
points will come up for discussion before the Working Commi¬ 
ttee and the i.I.C.C. and Govt, might be asked to clarify 
these issues# 

The Congress demand, it is understood will be to 
prepare the new electoral rolls for the Provincial Assemblies 
and to extend the right of franchise for election to the 
Central Assembly. The Congress may also ask Govt, to calrify 
what will be the position of the newly elected Assemialies. 
Will they just go back to 1935 Act or will they have the 
right to frame the new constitution of India leading the 
country to its goal of national independence ? 

But one thing is sure, and that is that the Congres 
will make its attitude towards the Muslim question more 
clear. The Maulana^s statement from Srinagar was a pointer 
to this direction. Congress will meet the Muslim League slo- 

« 

gan of Pakistan with its scientific formula of self-deter¬ 
mination for territorial units and approving of the Gandhi- 
Rajaji)(^ Formula officially. In Muslim constituencies the 
Congress candidates will face the electorates saying that 
the Congress accepted the principle of the self-determina¬ 
tion for Muslims# With this Congress offer to the League 
they (the Muslims) can achieve their goal, as it gives them 
the right of secessation in the areas where Muslims are in 
a majority, if of course, the residents of these areas want 
the same. This question will come both before the Working 
Committee and the A.I.C.C. meetings and much heat is expected 
to be generated on this issue in Bombay on the third week 
of this month# 






Matalana jlzad On Need Of Uniform Policy 

Boiibayj Sept# 20 *- The need for the various Provin¬ 
cial Governments in India to follow a uniform policy in the 
matter of forthcoming General Elections to the Provincial 
Assemblies with particular reference to revising the present 
electoral rolls which were prepared in 1941 was emphasised 
by the Congress President Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in a Press 
Conference to-day# 

In this connection the Congress President asked 
fhe other Provincial Governments to follow the footsteps 
of the Bombay Government which had announced its decision 
to completel^l^evise the electoral rolls so as to bring 
them up-to-date. 

The Congress President also stressed the 

need for the Government of India and the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments to release all political pQEK prisoners, remove all 
restrictions and bans on political meetings, processions 
and other demonstrations and do away with election disqua¬ 
lifications arising out of imprisonment extending over two 
years# 

The Congress President, asserted that unless this 
is done the proper atmosphere for conducting the General 
^lections would not be created* 

In this connection Maulana Azad traced the efforts 
Congress has been making since the 

that the/release of the members of the 'forking Committee 
in June last to create a new atmosphere of good-will and 
co-operation, but he regretted to have to point out that 
the response from the other side, particularly from certain 
Provincial Governments, was not helpful, though some 
positive action in this direction had been taken# 

The Congress President at the very outset referred 
to the various resolutions passed by the Working Committee 
at Poona to be placed before the All India Congress Coamitte© 
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and sidLd that ^ong these, "I want to draw your attention 
to the resolution regarding the elections. These elections 
are of two categories one for the Central Assembly and the 
other for the £!!££ Provincial Jsse.nblies, As regards the 
Centre, the Congress has alxfays maintained that the existing 
Legislative Assembly was out of date apart from its very res¬ 
tricted and narrow basis. As regards the provinces the 
Government of India Act of 1935 widened the franchise to a 
certain extent. We wanted the same widening of franchise 
to be applied to the Central Assembly. 

CENTRAL ASSBIidLY BLSCTIONS 

The Government could have, if they wanted brought 
the Central Assembly to the same basis as the provinces in 
regard to franchise* But Government did nothing in this 
regard though a Provincial Governors* Conference was held. 

There is a meaning in our contesting provincial 
elections but there is no meaning in our contesting the 
elections to the Central Assembly, as it does not lead to 
any change in Government* 

One or two provinces even suggested that we should 
boycott the elections to the Central Assembly, This was 
the matter which engaged our attention at Poona for a number 




of days* 

WdY CONGRESS WILL CONTEST 
Aifter weighing all the considerations, the 2SB£A 
jmsymranCTlgg Working Committee came to the conclusion that 
the Congress must contest the elections to the Centre to 
record the Congress demand "for immediate transfer of power". 

"We came to the conclusion that we cannot afford to 
boycott these elections* On the contrary it is imperative 
that we must capture as many seats as possi le, so as to dem¬ 
onstrate the strength behind our demand for inmedirte trans¬ 
fer of power* Wha~'ti^e should do after the elections to the 

another matter* This is a question 




Central Assembly is 


which will have to be considered by the Working Committee 





in the light of circ-ujoastances then prevailing# 

"The other importsnt question which the conmittee 
considered in coming to a decision on the question of ele¬ 
ctions was the lack of uniformity on the part of the various 
provincial governments In regard to the policy and procedure 
to be adopted in the case of provincial elections# While 
some Provincial Governors have already dissolved the 
as emblies, in some provinces there is absolutely to indi¬ 
cation as to what the Government proposes to do. In all 
provinces except Bombay no serious effort has been made 
to revise the electoral rolls prepared in 1941 and bring 
them up-to-date# In this connection I would ask the Gover¬ 
nors of other provinces to copy the example of the Bombay 
Governor who has announced his Government’s decision to 
completely revise the electoral ro Is so as to bring them 
up-to-date# I must ask the Governors of other provinces to 
do likewise if the elections are not to prove a joke# Many 
voters who were on the rolls in 1941 may have ceased to 
exist; thousands of persons who are qualified to exercise 
the franchise have not been put on the rolls# These have 
to be included if they are not to lose their right of vote# 
This is a very important point on which the Congress feels 
very strongly and, therefore, I must emphasise the need 
for the various Governments to follow a uniform policy 
in this respect# 

If the various Provincial Governments do not 
revise the electoral rolls so ?s to bring them up-to-date, 
it means that the-e is no meaning in the forthcoming 
elections* 

DISOUALITICATIOi; DUE TO I14PRIS0MEIJT 

"Another important point on which the Congress 
feels very strongly is the one relating to disqualification 
arising out of imprisonment# Some friends irho came from Sind 
to-day told me that the Sind Government expressed its inabi¬ 
lity to ronove disqualifications arising out of MfTPlrBirin- 
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imprieoninents, extending over two years during the 1942 
MBSJSR lovementf We must ask the British Government and 
Lord Wavell to adopt a uniform policy in this regard and 
remove immediately such disqualifications* This again is 
a very important test so far as the Congress is concerned# 
Government took these men into jail and it is^thereforej 
‘^overnmentls duty to see thf^t they are not disqualified 
from contesting the elections* If the Government does 
not remove this disqualification it definitely means that 
the Government restricts the scope of the choice of the 
candidates by the Congress# 

’’This is a serious hurdle in the way of the Congress 
and the Government must remove this without any delay* 

must also ask Government to create a new atmos¬ 
phere by releasing all politieM prisoners irrespective of 
whether they have been connected with the 1942 movement or 
not* 

RELEASE OF ilLL POLITICALS 
H wrote to Lord Wavell on July 16 stressing the 
need for the Government of India to release all prisoners# 
Since then many prisoners have been released but there are 
still many behind prison bars. Furthermore, bans and 

I 

t L 

restrictions on political activites continue in many A parts 
of the country* These are not conductive to create the pro¬ 
per conditions and atmosphere fi>r conducting a free election# 





Azad On Significance of The Poona Resolution 


BOMBAY, Sept.20■- The Congress President replying to a 
correspondent at the Press Conferance (reported yesterday) 
regarding the confusion arising out of the latest reso¬ 
lution passed by the Congress V^orking Committee at Poona 
on the question of self-determination for the minorities, 
said that there was no confusion at all* \^at the Working 
Committee had done was to re-state the position taken 
up by the Committee in the three resolutions passed since 
April 6, 1942* The first was the Committee*s resolution 
passed at Delhi during the Cripps negotiations which em¬ 
phasised that the Congress was opposed to a division of 
India, but it would not compel any group of people in a par¬ 
ticular area to remain in the Indian union if they of their 
own free will desired to keep out* This was a positive 
attitude of the Congress on an important question* The 
Congress laid down its policy in this resolution that it 
stood for a united India, but v/ould not compel the people 
of a particular area to remain within the union if they did 
not like to do so* Then there was the second resolution 
luiown as the Jagatnarain Lai resolution which again expressed 
the view that the Congress was opposed to the divisicn of 
India* The third resolution was the one passed on August 8, 
1948 which declared the policy of the Congress jin clear 
terms that it was in favour of a federal united India, with 
fullest autonomy to the units* 

What the Working Committee at Poona had done was 
only to combine all these three resolutions so as to remove 
any misconception^/. 

The Poona resolution, the Congress President main¬ 
tained, was quite clear and in accordance with his statement 
frcMD Srinagar* He had received a number of enquiries stating 
that Jagatnarain*s resolution was the only resolution which 
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h^d the field. He wanted to clear this misconception and^ 
therefore, the Poona resolution was passed. This resolu¬ 
tion has clearly stated the positive attitude of the Congress 
on an important question and indicated the maximum extent 
to which the Congress is prepared to go in the matter of 
allowing self-determination.-(A.P.) 




FOTimS STATUS OF MUSSALMANS 
AUH'S ASSURMCE 


Security Only through Congress Principles 
No Good Discussing Past 

"We Ire On The Last Stage Of Our Journey" Says President 


% V ^ 


Maul ana Abul Kalam Azad said that he was happy 


to find himself amongst so many friends and dear ones* 

To his many muslim^ friends present there he would say 
that India’s political struggle had passed through various 
stages. 

"But now, since the caravan started fifty years 

ago, we are on the last stage of our journey* The end 

of the journey cannot be long. That much is certain^ 

I'jWXTl.cLS klbs 

We have survived b ^ a^ s hi^ and difficulties on our Mp: 
arduous way. But we kept pggggBj pressing onward, onward 
to the goal. So all the arguments, and discussions and 
debates as to the past problems have no relation^ to the 
present when the caravan is almost nearing its destination. 
Fix your gaze on the final objective." 

The Congress President said that no doubt therejwas 
complexities in the political situation and unfortunatey 
there was anjS^ air of mistr-ast and doubt and suspicion MM JS S X. 

between the different organisation? 

There were doubts and suspicions in the minds of 
muslims too* Hence, as far as the future of the coimtry was 
gisyicimac a: concerned these doubts had to be removed. On 
th»ee there were no two ©pinions. At the same time the poli¬ 
tical struggle of India had reached its final stap? phase* 

There were varied facts of the cc^unal question, 
he said^ He was not going to mention them at the moment* 
"What is to be muslims’status in the India of the future ? 
What Is good for muslims and what is bad ? 




October 8^ 1945 


How can the Muslims make their future safe ? 

What is in the interests of the country as a whole these 
are questions to which we can find answers if we honestly 
and sincerely try.” - 

TRUE AI^D FMjBE - THE DISTINCTION 
**What is then to be the touchstone to distinguish 
the true from the false" ? asked Maulan Azad* He said s 
That touchstone for Muslims is this. That they should see 
whether by following the path to which we are inviting 
them they can safeguard their future. I can say this with 
confidence and I say this deliberately in the light of the 
realities which I have tried to see for the past thirty 
years - that the prescriptions of the various Muslim or¬ 
ganisations woi-ild not remedy the ills of the Mussalmans. 

We cannot take away the Mussalmans from the cold, hard reali¬ 
ties of the times by a few sentimental slogans or catchwords^ 
In the light of these realities our path is the only right 
path. Maybe, for some time the Muslims may be deceived by 
laying green pastures before them. But in this desert of 
delusion they will always be following the ever receding 
will *o-the-wisp and will never reach the desired Oasis 
(loud appalause)". 

FACS RSALITISS 


•That is why", he said, "we are inviting the 
Muslims to follow the way we are embarked upon, tSar-lJsd* 

, for this alone will ensure 

their future in the country. I am convinced MMM. that 
thab is how we can face the realities. 

Maulana Azad said : "Ffoti the world of fantasy 
let us step dovm to the world of realities. Then alone we 
shall be able to reach the right conclusion. We should 
measure ourselves by the standard we have set to ourselves, 
and that standard is ^ow we can assure Muslim interests. 


All discussions and suspicions should cease in the light , 
of the acceptance of the principles (of self-determination)J 
about which there have been so much debate. That dlscussicaa 
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and debate is now meaningless in the context of the present 
problems* 

v/I-m DUTY DBimDS . . . 

The Congress president in the earlier part of the 
speech said he had been compelled to come to the Punjab to 
look to certain urgent matters, which, it was thought, 
could not be handled without his presence, and he came 
despite the fact that he fell ill at Bombay and at Delhi 
and despite the fact that his health had been running dovm- 
hill during the past three months and doctors had wai’ned him 
’’But” he saidj^We cannot run away from the path 
of duty* V/hen duty demands, even our li..'e should not 
matter to us* A worker’s status in the country had to 


be Judged by the degree to which he forgets himself in 
the national work* To the degree he forgets him elf he 
commands the status he deserves* I assure you that I am 
attempting to weigh myself in the same balance in which 
others ere to be weighed* '.lien duty calls even our lile 
assumes a second place*" (Cheers)* 

haulanc' Daooci Gasnavi, the nevly elected President 
of the x^imjab Congress, welcomed the Congress President* 
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lliDISPMSABLa FOK FAIR ELSCTIOMS 


Azad’s Demand -^or Politicals* Release. Francliise 
Facilities For Servicemen 


Kaulana Abijl Kalam Azad, the Congress President, 

in his statement on -Thursday asks how there can be free 

, ^ , U)U^A^ 

and fair elections in the country ^cheEO meetings cannot be 

held without the sanction of the police and candidates 

and the supporters remained confined in Idspe jailS* 


The following is the text of Maulana Azad*s 

statement 

‘‘The British Premier has more than once said that 
elections in India would be free and fair. Mr. Henderson, 
the Under Secretary/^ of state for India^has also recently stated 
in the House of Commons that‘there would be no restrictions 
on the right of free speech*. The statement is untenable 
in the context of the present Indian situation where bans 
exist on public meetings even in like Calcutta and 

Dacca or districts like Kidnapore. f Besides, large numbers 
of political prisoners and detenus are still in jail. Among 
them are many who have been, are or may be members of the 
legislatures^ 

(^”To keep them under restraint is to restrict 
our choice in the selection of candidates, and also to deprive 
us of some of our finest workers during the election 


campaign# 


**How can there be free and fair election when 


meetings cannot be held without the sanction of the 
police, and candiciates and their supporters remain confined 
in jails ? 

INDIAI^ FIGHTING FORCSS 

'•The case of the Indian fighting forces presenter 
another glaring example of restriction on free election. 

Lord ¥avell, in paying tribute to their splendid contri¬ 
bution to the victory of the United Nations, declared that 
thege opinions and views must be given due and proper weight# 





at the time of the fraaing of India's future constitution* 

He also declared that every facility would be given to them 
to exercise their vote at the time of the next general 
election* It now appears that the military authorities are 
either unable or unwilling to fulfil those promises and the 
reward of the gallantry of India's fighting forces is thw 
virtual disenfranchisement in an election which is bomd to 
influence the future of India. I have received complaints 
in Bombay, Lahore, and elsewhere that service personnel 
entitled to vote are not allowed to exercise their franchise 
in an unfettered manner* As for the franchise of personnel 
stationed outside India, Mr, Henderson has informed the House 
of Commons that '^practical difficulties are such that it is 
not possible to overcome them in the time available*" 

"A].l difficulties were overcome for the British 
general elections though the war had not yet ended at the 
time. 


V "Iven personnel in the forests of Burma were 
enabled and encouraged to vote* I would^therefore^urge upon 
the authorities to maiie necessary arrangements for enabling 
the Indian fighting forces to exercise their votes fully and 
freely as was done in the case of their British Comrades, 

POLICIBS OF PARTIES 

"The authorities must also allow them the opportunity 
to know the pro.grarme and policy of different political parted! 
so that they can exercise their franchise with discrimination 
and knowledge* 

"The barriers which now insulate them from Indian 


public life must go* How otherwise can we call the elections 
free and fair in the face of the virtual disenfranchisement 
of large ambers of civil and military personnel ?" 







CONGRESS GRAVELY CONCERNED 
SITUATION IN S.-E. ASIA 

Steps To Be Taken To Prevent Use Of Indian 
Men & Materials 

Maulana Azad*s Announcement 

Workers Of The World Uniting Behind'This True People's War* 

The Congress j>resident, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
in a statement says that ^things in Indonesia and Indo¬ 
china have now come to a point when the Indian National 
Congress will have seriously to consider what steps to adopt 
to prevent the use of Indian men and materials against 
Asiatic Peoples fighting for their freedom. 

Maulana Azad says, ’’Conflicting reports have tried 

to create confusion regarding the situation in Indonesia 

and Indo-Chiaa but one thing stands out clearly in the midst 

i 

of all of them. That is the unfinching resolve of the 
people of Java and Indo-China to secure for themselves 
the freedom of democracy which western statesmen have declare 
to be the chief objective of the present global war. 

Indians who are fighting for their own freedom and demo» 
cracy cannot but sympathise and fall in line with the stru¬ 
ggle of Indonesians and Annamite nationalists. 

’’The character of this true peoples* war has been 
instinctively recognised both by the workers and the exploi¬ 
ted classed of the world and their imperialist masters 
and exploiters. therefore, find on the one hand the 

deck and the port workers of China and Australia refusing 
to load MiK munitions and other war materials for use 
against these East-Asiatic Nationalists, and on the other 
hand the British, French and Dutch imperialists joining 
forces for restoring the status. 

BRITISH im MINISTER*S STATEMENT 

**The British War Minister was widely reported to 


have stated that the British have no obligation to fight 





against the Nationalists to restore the old colonial 
regime* But Britain’s Socialist Premier hastened to 
reassure conservative members of Parliament that no such 
statement was ever made by the Nar Secretary, and now he 
clearly affirms that the British are under a strong moral 
obligation]^ to their Dutch allies to help them assuming 
full control of Java. 

DEEP RBSENTIMT 

The events in Java and Indo-China have caused no 
surprise to Indian Nationalists, but the use of Indian troops 
to suppress the aspirations of Nationalists there, have caused 
de ;p resentment* Things have now come to |( a point when the 
Indian National Congress will have to consider seriously 
what steps to adopt to prevent the use of Indian men and 
materials against Asiatic peoples fighting for their freedom. 

The dock workers of China and Australia have set an 
example which Indian port workers and seamen can well emulate* 
I would appeal to the British labour party to realise that 
the British support for French or Dutch imperialists will 
empty the reservoir of goodwill which they had built up among 
oppressed peoples of the world by their past pledges and 
promises*” 
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^ ^ PLM FOR ASIATIC POTSDiM 

CONGRESS PRESIDm^S SUPPORT 

* Suggestion Made At Right And 
Opportune Moment* 

INDIA B A NATURAL MM 

Extension Of The Proposal To Cover Other lantern 

Countries Suggested 

The Congress President Maulana Abul Mam izad 
welcomed the suggestion of U.Aung San, leader of the 
Burmese nationalists for holding a South Asiatic Countries* 
conference and said in an interview with the Associated 
Press of India on Wednesday that India would seem to be a 
natural venue for such a conference. 

U.Aung San’s suggestion, Maulana Azad said, had 
been made at a right and opportune moment. Indians 
realised that freedom's battle was one and indivisible 
and many here had been thinking of uniting the forces 
of all exploited peoples of Asia and the East for 
achieving their common goal# 

The Congress President would like to extend the 
proposal to cover other Eastern Countries under foreign 
domination and said that India was not only geographically 
the centre of such exploited lands, but in a way she 
formed the key to the liberation of all colonial and 
semi-colonial peoples, and would seem to be a natural 
venue for such a conference. 
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CO^OPERATIQM WITH WON-MQSLMS 
Congress President's Convincing Reply To League Leader 

, BOMBAY, Oct, 28.- \^en Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress 
President, was staying in Kashmir, an Influential Muslim 
Leaguer equired of him in a lengthy letter if the attitude 
of the Maulana, being a savant of Islam and an authority 
on Quoran, was consistent with the injunctions of the Holy 
Quoran which enjoins upon Muslims to withhold co-operation 
from non-Muslims# 

In the course of his reply, Maulana in his chara¬ 
cteristic scholarly style explained the true significance of 
the various verses which had been cited in support of the 
question, and enunciated the true principles of Islam in this 
connection# 

MAULANA'S LETTER , , . 

.. - • K \""ts 

Dear Friend, August 28,1945. ^ 

Your letter# It depends entirely upon the facts 

and circumstances of a particular case, environments and 

exigencies of time, whether a Muslim should join the Congress 

or any other organisation. Eyerybody is at liberty to form his 

own opinion according to his light and way of thinking# But 

it is not advisable to bring into such controversies the 

%MMK teachings of Islam without proper justification and 
-vru/i u 'At ^ 

twist or nH^erpaet the verses of the Holy Quoran# 

The present political situation is temporary, but 
the teachings of Islam are not so# They have a permanent 
value# To twist them to suit the present temporary condi¬ 
tion is extremely regrettable# 

The verses that you have quoted are in reference 

to the particular events of those times# The believers 

( 

in other reigions and heathens were ranged against Islam# 

This brought about two distinct and belligerent parties# 

Muslims were on one side and the other party comprised 
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command, "Those who are with us should have nothing to do 
with the enemies* If any one keeps any relation with the 
enyray*s camp he shall be treated as one of them (enemies)* 
Consequently, the verses of sura (chapter) Tanha and sura Inf- 
al all refer to particular cases* They do not refer to the 
peacetime affairs. The real commandments of the Holy 
Quoran which are for ail time, are contained in sura 
(chapter) Mumtahena. They are distinct and clear. The 
passage is as follows : 

"Those who wage war on your religion, drive you 
away from your home exile you or help those who commit the 
above acts, God forbids you to be friends with or co¬ 
operate with such persons* One who co-oper?tes with such 
persons shall be treated as an enemy*" 

It is now clear fror. the above context thft this 
commandment is restricted to those persons who wage war on 
our re]igion and compel us to go in exile* Otherwise, if 
they, i*e., non Muslims, do not commit the abovementioned 
acts, the cooperation in wordly matters and mutual dealings 
and help are not forbidden, if that is war^ranted by the 
facts of the particular case and exigencies of time* 

Tm PROPHET »s ;;ay 

vJe have before us the life of our Prophet (peace 
be on Him)* He entered into a treaty of alliance and mutual 
cooperation with non-Muslims of Medina and adjacent places 
as against the Qureshi tribe of Mecca* This treaty is 
known as "sah lfa "* One of its clauses says that "hence¬ 
forward we shall work jointly and in complete cooperation 
as if we are OHB NATI0 n|^ (ummate wahi^". ** 

It is now for 150 years the British Government 
has been in India* People enjoy services under the Govern¬ 
ment and spend their whole life in furthering their objectives 
and wishes. The pertinent question is whether while thus 
co-operating with the British Christians did they ever 
remember these injuctions of the Holy Quoran. 




Islam is a message of general benevolence, 
affection and human fraternity. Its outlook is not so narrow 
as you have depicted* 

I would te"! you a very common place thing* The 
Quoran hcs permitted the Muslims to 

marry the Christian and Jew women* Matrimonial relations 
create a very strong tie. If the marriage proves successful, 
a man may become a wor^shipper of his wife* No other 
relation would prove stronger than this. Had the c^uoren 
wished to forbid co-operation and mutual help with non- 
Muslims for all time and in all circumstances it wo^old 
not have permitted its followers to choose for his better 
half and mistress of his home, a non-Muslim women. 

If you think that Muslims shovld not co-operate 
with the non-Muslims in the political activities of the 
country, you are at liberty to hold that view, You may 
find out reasons to do so. 

But for God*s sake don't bring in Quoran and 
disort its teachings to conform to your pet viev/s. Please 
do not make these Holy verses a tool of 'our and 

caprices. 


Abul Kalam, 
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I, N* ENQUIRY COMITTBE 

Congress President’s Statement t 
Pt,Nehru To Organise it 


The Congress President has nominated Pandit 
Jawaharlsl Nehru, Mr. Raghunandan Saran and Miss Khurshid 
Naroji to organise an Enquiry Committee in order to 

collect necessary information and deal with correspondence 
from relatives and friends about IJI.A. ment 

Maulana Abul Kalsn Azad has issued the following 
statement announcing the fomation of the above Enqldiy 
Committee s- VIhen the Congress formed the I.N.A, Defence 
Committee the chief object in mind was necessary action 
for legal defence* It has now become evident that there 
are other important questions in connection v/ith the I.N.A* 


that require proper attention* Hundrids of enquiries are 
pouring into the I*N*A* Defence ^^ommittee regarding the 
present whereabouts and health of of the I*N.A* 


The anxiety of relatives and friends of men of the I*N*A* 
is natural, but since the men are scattered in different 
jails and are prisoners of ’.*ar camps in various parts 
of India, it is impossible for the I.N.A* Defence 
Committee to deal with such enquiries* The volume of work 
of the Defence Committee will not permit their attending 
to any work. In these circumstances I consider a 

separate committee for attending to other questions 
affecting the men of the I.N*A, necessary. I,therefore^ 
nominate Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Mr.Ranghunandan Saran and 
Miss Khursid Naoroji to organise an I.N*A. Enquiry Committee 
in order to collect the necessary information and deal 
with correspondence from relatives end friends* 
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INDONESIAN*^VlGEC FOR FREEDOM 
CONGBESS SUPPORT 

Azad Praises Indian Seamen’s Stand In Australia 


The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Jzadj 

has assured the Indonesian Independence Committee, Sydney)of 

all possible he^-p and support. He has also congratulated 

Indian Seamen in Australia for holding up ships in support 

of the Indonesian struggle. 

This follows the receipt of two cables by the 

Congress President from Sydney* One of them, from Mr*D,Singh, 

on behalf of the Indian Seamen’s Union, said j”Four Dutch 

ships from Sydney will not sail to any port of Indonesia 

uJd 

because Indian seamen have h e iipraig ships in support of the 
Indonesian struggle. Please cable us what India is doing’.’ 

The other cable was from Mr.Raden, President of 
the Indonesian Independence Committee, Sydney, and said: 

**The action of Indian seamen holding up four Dutch ships 
going to Indonesia is greatly appreciated by Indonesians 
here. They would like to know what action India has taken.” 

The Congress President has congratulated the Indian 
seamen in Australia for the stand and assured the Indonesian 
Committee of all possible help and support. 








AZAD CQNDEMIfS POLICS FIRING 


24 y 1945 



Govt.’s Dhimaginative Statesmanship : 

Students Urged To Cultivate Discipline 
(_ 0\A'y’ ^ 

THBRSDAY, Nov.22 5- In a special interview to the ’’imrita 
Bazar Patrlka" this afternoon regarding the firing on a 
student demonstration in Calcutta Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
the Congress President^ said that he could not in the absence 
of full and detailed report of the happenings give his 
considered judgment on the incident but his first reaction 
was one of indignation and abhorrence at the action of the 
police in firing on an unarmed crowd. 

These young boys, Maulana Azad said, were only 
expressing their sympathy and concern for the members of 
the I,N,A* and there could have been no serious risk if 
they had been allowed to proceed to the Dalhousie Square. 
After all, talcing out processions and shouting slogans 
were the inherent rights of citizens and in India there was 
no other method of recording our protest against or dis- . 
approval of Government action and policy. 

The incident at Ctdcutta wrs not isolated but a 
continuation of the attack on peaceful processionists at 
Lahore and Lucknow. It vfas shameful that even the girl 
students had not been spared in such attacks and reprisals 
by the police. 

While condemning the Government policy, contintied 
the Congress President, he could not refrain from comment 
on the action of the processionists. It was all to the good 
that Indian students had developed courage and endurance 
but without discipline and order these qualities were 
bound to go to waste. There must also be regard for the 
advice of responsible leadership, l/hile he admired the 
courage of the demonstrators in standing their ground even 
after there was firing, he could not help feeling that this 
courage would have been of greater service to the national 
cause if it was subject to control and discipline by 
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recognised leadership. It was reported that Mr.Kiran Sankar 
Ray appealed to the d^onstrators before the firing took 
place and later ^Ir.Sarat QShandra Bose and other respon¬ 
sible persons appealed to them to disperse. The Congress 
President felt that the demonstrators would have served 
India better if they had listened to their own leaders 
at every stage and in spite of grave provocation. The 
strength of an army is in its discipline which makes it 
obey even unwelcome orders and India to-day needed a 
disciplined army of workers. 

In conclusion Maulana Azad expressed his deep 
sympathy and concern for persons killed or injured and 
stated that he hoped that the Government would even at this 
stage realise that imaginative statesmanship alone can 
solve the grave problems which to-day face India. 








AZAD DaOHDS RHffllTfiy 


Police Firing s No Demonstration 
Till Necessary Directives 



MIRZAPOBE, Nov. 23,- The Congress President, Maulana Ahnl 
Kalam Azad^has issued the following statement on the 
happenings in Calcutta ; 

”The reports I have received of happenings in 
Calcutta have caused profound grief and shock. Firing 
WPS resorted to on five occasiais, and led to the death 
of 14 and injury to over 150 persons. It is essential that 
there should be searching inquiry into the case of the 
tragic incident, 

I would in the meantime appeal to the public to 
restore and maintain order and discipline. Reports inci- 
cate thPt in certain cases crowds refused to listen to the 
directions of responsible Qongress leaders. It is also 
reported that some military lorries were destroyed. Such 
actions on our part must be condemned. I would urge upon 
the public in general and students community in particular 
to have discipline end non-violence as the basis of the 
Congress creed. Slogans may be useful as demonstrations 
but freedom can be achieved only by exercise of untold su¬ 
ffering under proper leadership. 

My earnest appeal is that there should be no 
further processions or demonstrations till the necessary 
directives come from responsible Congress quarters. 

I am watching the situation anxiously and with 


concern.” - (A.P.) 
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GONSIRYl CONGRESS gFRMCrTH 

No Time For Frittering Away Now : Mania Azad^s 

Advice To People 

ALLAHABAD , Dec* 1 ! - “The Present policy of the 
Congress was to maintain peacefulj undisturbed conditions 
in the country and to fight the elections in accordance 
with the Congress manifesto,” declared Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, Congress President addressing mass meeting at Gandhi 
Ashram, Mirzapur to-day, 

’•The next step”, he indicated ”will be taken after 
the elections were over and as and when the conditions 
demanded them,” 

He warned the people that the strength which 
Congress had ghathered during the years in the struggle 
for the freedom of the country, particularly the strength 
which they had gathered in the last three ye^Ts was the 
national wealth and it was _ot to be frittered away, have 

A 

to conserve this strength for the future#” 

POLICi; FIRING CONDEMNED 

Maulana Azad condemned the action of the police 
on opening fire on student processions at Calcutta, Bombay, 
Lahore and other places and said the students were justified 
in taking out processions as a protest against the trial 
of the Indian National Army officers and men* These 
incidents X^e said had caused considerable concern and 
were agitating- their minds. They showed that the, Labour 
Party had missed the opportunity they had and had proved 
that the Labour Government was no better than the previous 
Government as far as India was concerned. 

Maulana Azad asserted ttiat they had no faith in 
the promises made by the British Government and that to 
win the freedom of their country they relied on their 
own strength and their own power* 
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WORLD SITUATION 

Maiilana Azad earlier in his speech described the 
situation all over the world as very critical, and said 
th~'t even after five yc' rs of war peace was not in sight 
and many countries were still struggling for their free¬ 
dom. The peoples of Java and Indo-China and other countries 
are still fighting for their liberation and facing bullets 
for the very right of democracy for which this war v/as 
fought* 

The French, he said, who were the most violent 
critics of Nazis for their anti-democratic principles were 
now denying the same democratic rights to the people in 
Indo-China* 


INDIAN IITSTIQ: 

In India too the situation wss the same* There 
v;as nothing to enthuse them* The Labour Party had done no¬ 
thing to implement the promises which their leaders had made 
before coming into power* Ee thought that therf- was no 
■.:ifference between the Labour and Conservative Parties on th 
the Indian question and a search for an indication of g ;od- 
vall towards Indi« dnd proved fr'dtless. 


I-^’?iilsna Nzc?.d made it clear ttat for the present 
the Congress had decided to contest ti.e ol^cbioh*"^ ..liat 


they shoulci 
the leaders 


confidence 


do after the elections wo'.ld 
afi;er jTi'''ture delibe.i tions* 
in their leaders who will ta}:9 


be determined by 
fliey mils t have full 
note of the 


* awakening among the people when taking decision for the 
nei'Ct step. In the meantime the people must not yield to 
passions and drifiiaway aimlessly like a wooden plank in 
the stream. 

Maulana izad's speech this evening at Mirzapur, 56 


miles away from Allahabad, was his first utterance in the 
United Provinces after his release from jail, in audience 
of 15,000 people including several thousand Muslims and 500 
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500 mmm women heard the Congress President In pin drop 
silence* Maiilana Azad who appeared still weak began his 
15 minutes speech with an appreciation of the considera¬ 
tion which the people of Mirzapur had shown him by refraim- 
ing from visits to Vindyachal where he had come for reasons 
of health thus giving him ample opportunity to take rest. 

WELCOME ADDRBSSj;S 

A number of welcome addresses, a nicely embroidered 
carpet (Mlrzapur is famous for carpet manufacturing industry)^ 
clay model of Maul ana Azad and a niuiber of purses for Congress 
work and I.h.A. Fund were presented to Maulana Azad. A 
composite photograph bearing the pictures of Subhas Chandra 
Bose, the three I*K.A. officers under trial at Delhi and 
Captain Lalcshmi was auctioned by Mr. Rafi Aimed Kidwai 
fetching lb.750 the amount to be credited to the I.N.A.Fund. 

The donor handed over the photograph to Maulana Azad who 
returned it to the Mirzapur Congress Comnittee. - (A.P.) 






COMGItESS STAND BEITERATHD 


Decmbeg 4^ 1^5 . 


SgLF»DSTSRMINjO:iOI? ISSIE 

Maulana Azad Explains Sardar Patel’s Bombay Address 

LUGi3OTj Dec. 1 :-”It is wrong to suggest that Pt.Jawaharlal 
Rehru and Sardar Fallabhal Patel bave ever said that those 
who stood for the principle of self-determination have no 
place in Congress.” says Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress 
President, in a letter to Mr. Abdur Rauf, President of the 
local Nationalist Muslim Students’ Federation. 

’’What Sardar Patel said at Bombay at the recent 
meeting of the All India Congress Committee”, says the 
Haulana, ”was only a retort to Mian Iftikharuddin that the 
latter had no place in Congress, when Mian Iftikharuddin 
suggested that the Muslim League had become to Musslamans 
V7hat Congress was to the Hindus, the rej^ort was, however, 
inopportune.” 

Maulane Azad adds that he had explained at the 
end of the debate that the Congress attitude toimrds the 
principle of self-determination was not affected by a settle- 
ment or otherwise with the League. 

The rejection of Mian Iftikharuddin’s resolution 
which called for acceptance of the Muslim League’s demands, 
was not inconsistent with his om stand regarding the questiai 
of self-determination as enunciated in his statement issued 
at Srinagar. 

Concluding, the Congress President says that it 
was untrue to suggest that *^ongress had adopted any Hindu 
Mahasabhalte as its candidate during the recent election 
to the Central Assembly. - (A.P.) 









STUD^TS HOT TO BLAME 
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Maulana Azad Condemns Calcutta Police Firings 

CONGRESS RBSOLDTIONS EXPLAINED 

Faith In Non-Violence Reiterated To Remove Confusion 

In Public Mind 

Immediately after the conclusion of the Congress 
Working Committee meeting the Congress President Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad explained at a Press Conference the various 
resolutions passed by the Working Committee during its 
present session* 

The Congress President said that the resolution 
T>OVL- V ro\€.vi cc 

on was the most important of the resolutions 

passed in Calcutta during the last four or five days* 

emphasise” said Maulana Abul ICalam Azad, “The 

resolution is the most important one, because ever since 

the August 1942 struggle, people have begun to believe that 

the Congress creed of non-violence no longer binds the 

country in general and Congressmen in particular. There has 

been a growing feeling WSS& among people that it is not 

necessary to strictly adhere to the principle of non-violence 

in our struggle for political freedom* This is absolutely 

wrong. It is for the purpose of removing this confusion 

and misconception in public mind that the 'Working Committee 

has thought it necessary to re-affirm the Congress creed 

cxce 

of non-violence aa again* We have reiterated our faith in 
non-violences as the only means to achieve our political 
objective with all the strength possible* 

INDIAI^ NATIOi.AL AiW 

The resolution on the Indian National Army is a 
natural corollary to our re-affirraation of non-violence* 

Our support and sympathy to the members of the Indian National 
Army is not to be construed to mean that the Congress 
has in any way deviated from its policy of attaining *Puma 
Swaraj' by all peaceful, legitimate and non-violenti^ means*” 





Calcutta FiRin& 


12. 1945. 


Explaining the resolution on the Calcutta firing 
the C<mgress President said that while he was at Findhyachal 
from Press reports he believed that the student demonstra¬ 
tors at Calcutta had disobeyed their leaders* request to 
disperse and therefore he thought they were wrong in doing 
so. On his return to Calcuttajhowever, he made detailed 
enquiries about the happenings and he was convinced that the 
attitude of the students on the first day of the trouble 

was quite reasonable and not condemnable. If the students 

the 

had been properly tackled by responsible leaders on/tktx spot 
in time, all evidence went to show they would have obeyed 
their leaders but it appeared that the leaders did not reach 
the spot in time. ”I have no doubt”, said the Congress 
President, "the attitude of the students vms quite correct 
and they would have listened to the adivce of their leaders. 

"The action of the police cannot be justified in any 
circumstances. As to mob-violence, I m|ist say it was MM& 
the result of the excitement caused by the first day’s 
firing. Moi^-viilence has to be condemned but it coiold have 
been avoided if the police had behaved differently. As I 
said it was the aftermath of the excitement caused by the 
firing on the first day. The burning of military lorries 
and stoning of police are condemnable but all these would 
have been avoided if the police had acted with greater 
widdom and tolerance. 

MADRAS DISPUTE 

Answering a question Maulana Abul Kalam Azad said 
that Mr. Asaf Ali had been deputed by the V/orking Committee 
with full powers to go to Madras to look into the represen¬ 
tation made by some Congressmen from Tamil-Nad. Mr. Asaf 
•^li would try to see that Madras Provincial Congress Parlia¬ 
mentary Board was formed to represent various shades of 
opinion witbfin the Congress in South India and thus avoid 
a split. "The dispute in Madras" said Maiilana Izad "is 
among other things concerning the Provincial Assembly electlciis 
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ant toe question as to ¥hether Mr* Hajagopalachari should 
be included or not in the Provincial Parliamentary Board,** 

plenary session 

The Congress President officially announced that 
the next plenary session of the Indian National Congress 
would be held at Delhi in the first week of April, He said 
that a detailed announcement about the prograiume for enrolment 
of primary Congress members, elections to District and 
Provincial Congress Committees, nomination of the new 
President of the Congress^election of the President and the 
dates for the meeting of the V/orking Committee, the All- 
India Congress Committee and the plenary session, would be 
made by the General Secretary from Allahabad as soon as these 
are fixed. 

The Congress President further explained that norma¬ 
lly it was the Punjab’s right to have the Congress session 
but owing to the abnormal conditions and because of certain 
practical difficulties, the V/orking Committee had decided 
on Delhi, Asked if the Congress session at Delhi woiad be 
on the usual spectacular scale or be a purely businesslike 
deliberative body disposing of important business, the 
Congress President said that he and some members of the 
V/orking Committee had pleaded for a businesslike session, 
dropping all demonstrative aspects atttached to the usual 
^ongress sessions but the majority of members felt that 
it would not be right to do so. The V/orking Committee had, 
therefore, left the matter in the hands of the Delhi Provincial 
Congress Committee to decide the size and dimensions of the 

session, consistent, of course, with the availability of 

k L 

materials, provisions for feeding people etc, wh i el e the 
spectaciaar part of the Congress session would not completely 
be abandoned, the Congress President felt in the existing con¬ 
ditions, the demonstrative part of the Congress session would 
be limited to the minimum requirements. 
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The Congress President wished to explain to W§MMW 
ProvinGial Congress Committee which had made representations 
to him and the i^orking Committee for the postponement of 
the plenary session of the Congress till after the provincial 
elections, that it was not feasible to do so and therefore 
though the time before them was limited for enrolment of 
members, the last date beirg December 15, for conducting 
elections to the District and Provincial Congress Committees 
and conducting the election of the President, they should 
manage to adjust things in such a manner as not to delay 
things. He^the.^efore^appealed to all concerned to go ahead 
with the plans for holding the plenary session and assist 
him and the Working Committee to get through the time table 


of the a:inual session. 




THRKAI'BNED RAILWAY STRIKE 


^har 51.‘l94f 



MAULMA AZAD'S STiflMIT 

Board Urged To Agree To Federation’s Just Demands 


Maulana Abul Kalam Izad,Congress President, has 
issued the following : 

’’There is to- lay a widespread talk of a railway 
strike on an All-India scale. Such strike wo’Jld be a very serious 
matter and affect not only the lipilway Board and Pvailway einployeeS| 
but also the public at large. In fact the social economic and 
political life of the country would be brought to a standstill by 
such strike. It is, therefore^the duty of all concerned to explore 
every possible method of negotiation and arbitration before the 
final and irrevocable step is taken, 

’’The All-India Railwaymen’s Federation has placed before i 
the Railway Board and the Government of India three demands regardir 
the suspension of retrenchment,grant of a living wage to all 
employees in inferior and subordinate grades, and the payment of 
an adequate compensatory dearness allowance till the fixation of 


such scales. 




”T|ihe All-India Railwaymen’s Federation has Si 
declared its readiness to face an adjulcator or a Court of 


Enquiry, if the ^3oard considers its demands excessive or unjusti¬ 


fied. The Board is prepared neither to accept the demands of the 

Federation nor to refer them to a Court, I hope that the Railway 

« 

will modify its attitude before it is too lute and agree to 
settle question ct issue by method of conciliation and nego¬ 
tiation,” 
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MAULMA A2AD SHOCKED 

Strong Condemnation of Chittagong Outrage. 

The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, has 
issued the following statement about the incidents that 
occurred in Sathazari village, near Chittagong town, when a 
large number of members of a Civil Pioneer Corps Unit attacked 
the village and committed certain atrocities. 

”0n arrival at Calcutta I was shocked to hear of the 
incidents that occurred in Sathazari village just in the out- 
-skirts of Chittagong at a distance of only one mile from the 
police station Panchalaish. I was waiting for further details, 
and now I have received them. I cannot refrain from giving 
expression to my sense of indignation for what has happened. 

It seems almost unbelievable that members of a Civil Pioneer 
Corps can in broad daylight attack peaceful\ citizens, burn 
whole village outright and commit other atrocities with 
impunity, but unfortunately it has already happened. The Secre- 
•tary of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee has been 
deputed to visit the place of occurrence, and has already left. 
It now remains to be seen ifhat action the Government will take 
to punish the culprits and to mctke amends to the affected 
people for their suffering, loss and indignity. I do express 
my deep sympath^dth the people fax mffaxiag of the 
locality, and assure them that the Congress will take every 
possible step to redress their grievances, and see that justice 
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‘FREEDOM COMING VERY SOON* 

NEED FOR UNITY & 

DISCIPLINE 

Maulana Azad & Sardar Patel*s Advice At Delhi 
Independence Day Meeting. 

NEW DELHI, Jan. 26. 

The need for unity and discipline for securing the freedom 
of India was stressed by both Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress 
President and Sardar Vallabhai Patel at the Independence Day 
celebration in Delhi this evening. The Independence pledge was 
read out by the Congress President and was repeated by thousands 
of people who gathered at the Ramlila grounds. Earlier Sardar 
Patel unfurled the Tri-colour Flag. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. Asaf 
Ali and members of the Congress Party in the xissembly were present. 

Before reciting the Pledge Maulana Abul Kalam Azad said that 
India today was awake after a long slumber for over a century and 
half. 

The difference between a subject nation and a free country 
was as between a corpse and a living man. India that had just 
awoke was looking for the place in the comity of free nationality^ 
There was a seat for India and it was now left for India to 
proceed and occupy it. 

Today, January 26, Maulana .tzad said people from Kashmir to 
Cape Comorin would have congregated and taken the Independence 
Pledge. They in Delhi were adding to the voice of freedom 
raised everywhere. The country had marched very near its goal. 
There was a time when they could only point their fingers at the 
distant goal of freedom but now they had traversed long and 
freedom was nearby which might fall in their lap anj^ moment. It 
jHS 5 |c s was not a matter of years or even months. Freedom 
Was coming and coming very soon. The nearness of freedom had 
imposed heavy responsibilities on the people. Never was unity 
and discipline more required than now. People must be prepared 
to demonstrate their strength a€ the proper time in an organised 
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manner. Otherwise freedom which promised to be a reality soon, 
mi^ht be lost. ••• ••• .*• (A.P.} 
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CMCEgSS OFFER TO SOLVB SIND CRI3 IS;aLL>PARTY CABINET 
Parity Between League & Coalition 

Karachi, Feb, 5, 

Congress President Maulana Abul Kalam Azad made an offer 
today that the Congress is prepared to form an All-Party 
Government in Sind on the basis of parity between the ^fclfilim 
League and the Sind Coalition Party of which Mr. G. M. Syed 
is the leader. 

Maulana Azad, addressing a Press conference this morning 
said that the Congress would welcome the formation of an 
All-Party Government in Sind purely on provincial basis. 

He said that he and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel came to 
Karachi to advise the Congress Assembly Party in regard to 
the formation of the assembly Coalition Party, i^fter they 
studied the situation, they found it necessary that the 
Congress should coalesce with the groups of Mr. G. M, Syed 
and Haji Moulabux, 

Maulana Azad maintained that the Congress Assembly Party 
would henceforward have no separate place in the Sind Assembly. 
The Coalition Party presently consisted of 30 members and were 
in a position to form ministry. But, added the Congress 
President, the peculiar conditions in Sind demanded the 
establishment of stable and strong ministry. This waS only 
possible with the formation of an All-Party Govei’nment. If 
the Muslim League were prepared to cooperate in this respect, 
he would welcome the formation of an All-Party Ministry on 
the basis of parity between the Muslim League and the Coalition 
Party in the Assembly. He would suggest a cabinet of 8 ministers 
4 of whom would belong to the l^slira League party. But details 
of the strength and ratios of representation between respective 
comniunities could be worked out once the principle was accepted. 

The leader of such all-party combination should be selected 
by members of all the parties. As regards programme of work 
Maulana Azad maintained that none could take exception to the 
parliamentary progremae contained in the Congress election 
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manifesto and actually there was no differente of opinion on 
tliat account between the political parties* That programme 
could however,be adapted tcyfeuit the peculiar conditions of Sind. 

ALL INDIA POLICY UNAFFECTED 

The Congress President made it plain that the offer had no 
implication on the all India policy of the Congress* The 
conditions in each province differed from those prevailing in 
others and the Congress should deal with the situation to meet 
the demands of peculiar conditions in those provinces* iiaulana 
Azad said that a spokesman of the Sind J-tislim League met him 
yesterday and during the discussions iiaulana Asad made tfetx the 
suggestion about the formation of an All-Party Government, he 
would have stayed on in Karachi if there was an indication 
that it would be possible. Nevertheless the proposal was there 
and the members wim could if possible worloEi it up* 

Questioned about the basis on which the Congress could 
reassume administration in provinces, I-Iaulana azad explained 
that the Congress Ministries resigned from office on the 
question of the war issue and that issue was not now in 
existence. They would, therefore, resume office on the old 
basis* There was no need, he added, to get assurences once 
again about Governor’s responsibilities and the interference 
in day-to-day administration as the assurences already given 
held good* Moreover, the Congress would not tolerate any 
interference from Governors in the sphere of ministerial 
responsibility and if there were instances of interference 
they would at once ouit their offices. 

The Congress President said that the nation had reached 
a stage where it was not necessary for the Provincial Assem- 
-blies to pass such resolutions as ’Quit India’ resolution. 

The nearness of freedom was as clearly visible as bright day 
light. 

In reply to a question whether he anticipated any fresh 
move from the British Government in regard to the solution 



of Indian constitutional problems, ^laulana said 2 "Wait for 
two or three months, you will then know about it." 

Maulana Azad said that he was still in correspondence with 
the Viceroy in regard to the release of political prisoners. 
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DAYS CP INDIA’S BONDiiGE OVER 


AZAD’S ASSERTION t ADVICE TO CONGRESSMEN 

TO prepare for COMING CRUCIAL PERIOD 

KARACHI, Feb. 4. 

’In the present world situation, not only Britain but 
even the combination of the world powers cannot keep India 
in bondage any more*, said Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress 
President, addressing a Congress v/orkers rally this evening. 

Maulana Azad added: "In the political life of a 
country there are different stages at different times and the n< 
-tions should t-ake different steps to suit the needs of the 
day. India has been fighting for the freedom of th^country 
for a number of years* There was a stage when speeches, 
slogans and meetings, vrere necessary. The stage had 
now reached when the nation should make use of its intellect. 

We have now to fight with our own brains. Our 
intellect should be of a high order so that success may 
be ensured. Ekxa V/hen we say that freedom is knocking 
at our doors, it does not imply that the attitude of Britain 
has changed. Ko imperialist country can change its policy 
of domination and exploitation, but really the world situation 
has changed.* 

Maulana Azad felt that the next few months would 
represent a crucial st-.g9 in the nation’s life and India would 
soon be free. 

For the fight, he said, two things were necessary 
unity and discipline. Different groups v/ithin the ranks 
of the Congress therefore should disappear. Unity was necess- 
-ary even before but it was indispensable at the present 
moment. When the final stage was being reached, the nation 
should remain as one block. It was equally necessary that 
a greater sense of discipline should be attained. Indiscipline 
and disunity now would cause the ruination of the labours 
of 60 years of the Congress. 
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Manlana Azad said that in Sind the foremost work of 
the Congressmen should be to attract tfcissalmans into the 
Congress* So long as it was not done, the job of the Congress 
would remain incomplete* It was very necessary for Congress 
workers in Sind today to win the ’hearts of the Itissalmans’* 

It was complained that ^-ussalmans v/ere suspicious of Congress 
workers when they approached them for serving them. Maulana 
azad str-ongly refuted the suggestion and Congress workers 
should leave the city and go out to the rural areas in a spirit of 
service carrying the message of the Congress that it was the 
organisation of the people and not cf a community. He was sure 
that if workers approached the question in that spirit the fc*te 
of the province woula change and a new life in the chapter of 
Hinduslim unity would be opened. 

bardar Patel endorsing .. (a.P.) 
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SOLVIHS SIKD 
TANGLE 


Azad Confident of Coalition 
Party's Success. 

"We have suggested the formation of an All-Party Ministry 
in Sind with a view to implementing the provisions of the 
Congress Election Manifesto for the general well-being of that 
Province. It is now up to the League to accept or reject that 
offer. If the League chooses not to Join a composite ministry, 
the Congress Coalition Party in Sind will proceed to form the 
ministry there.” 

!Phis opinion was expressed by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 

Congress President, in the course of his talks with the United 
Press representative immediately cfter the Congress President's 
arrival in Calcutta from Delhi by air on Wednesday noon. 

On Maulana azad's attention being drawn to the latest 
report from Karachi about the failure of Congress-League talks 
because of League insistence on the exclusion of Nationalist 
Misllms. Maulana Daheb replied that he would not be surprised 
if it was so, because the proposal for the formation of an All- 
Party i'linistry there was a suggestion from the Congress side. 

Discussing the relative strength of parties in the 3ind 
xissembly, iiaulana Azad said that out of a total of 60, Congress 
coalition claimed 30 members, and of the rest, three Europeans 
were neutral. Therefore, in the case of a breakdown of talks, 
the Coalition could, in his opinion, very well constitute a 
Ministry. 

l%ulana ^izad is leaving for -assam on Thursday. On being 
ciSked about the Parliamentary position there, he informed the 
United Press that he had Instructed Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi to 
accept the Premiership and leave the question of the personnel 
of the Cabinet to be decided by Maulana Azad on arrival at Shillong. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, arrived in 
Calcutta on Wednesday by air from Delhi. 

The Congress President leaves to-day for Shilling in connection 
with the foi^tion of Congress Ministry in that province. His further 
Programme has not yet been settled# 
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FIGHT AGAIIST FOOD CKISIS 

Maulana Azad On Primary Duty of Congress 

Ministries* 

"The first and foremost duty of Congress Itlnistries would 
he to endeavour to ease the food situation in the country," 
said Maulana Abul Kalam azad, Congress President, to the United 
Press representative x\rhile hoarding the iissam Mail on Thursday 
afternoon for his trip to dhillong* 

"It was shocking that in an agricultural country like 
India there should be such frequent recurrences of food shortage", 
added Maulana Azad who expressed great concern over press reports 
about famine conditions in several areas in Bombay, Madras 
and Rajputana besides Bengal. 

Continuing the Congress President informed the United 
Press that the food situation and the parliamentary position in 
different provinces would figure prominently before the next 
meeting of the Congress Working Committee which was going to 
be held in the first week of March. 


ERFIRBHCB T O SIM P aFF/OM 

,*♦,Interviewed by the Associated Press of India regarding 
the reported possibility of the Imropean Group supporting the 
formation of a League Ministry in Sind, Maulana Azad said that 
he would not be surprised if such a thing happened and in that 
case the Congress would form the Opposition. The Congress, which 
could simult-Jieously give up offices in eight px'ovliices immediately 
following the outbreak of the war, was always prepared for such 
eventualities. 

VISIT TO CQUGRaSS BiJilBITIQN 
On his way to Sealdah Station to catch the train for 
Shillong, Maulana .izad paid a brief visit to the Congress 
exhibition at Sradhananada Park nheve he was shown round by 
Mr. Surendra Mohan Ghosh, President, Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee, Messrs. Amarkrishna Ghose, President, K.C.D.C.C,, 
Bhupati Mazumdar and Mrs. Labanya Prava Dutt. 




Expressing his opixiion on the utility of such an 
exhibition, the Maulana Eaheb said that from the point of 
view of mass education it was of great national importance 
and it should be held from time to time. 

The Congress President placed a floral wreath on the 
martyrs memorial in the exhibition amidst shouts of Jai$^ 
Hind. 

It is understood the Congress President expressed 
satisfaction on seeing the exhibition and desired that 
steps should be taken to prepare slides of the pictures, 
train workers and carry on lantern lectures throughout the 
province« 



W^i3iijfl3f4-.f§femgy 1^1 


AZAD*S CALL FOR M^IEDIATE PEACE 

Incidents in Calcutta Deplored s Leaders* Appeal 

To Citizens 

Regretting the incidents that are taking place in 
Calcutta for the last two days, Maulana Abul Kalam azad, the 
Congress President, appeals to all the citizens to try their 
best to stop the spread of hooliganism in the city. 

Maulana iizad, who returned from Shi3|png yesterday 
afternoon in a statement issued to the dissociated Press of 
India on the same day, says 

’‘On my arrival here at 2 P.M, from Shillong I was 
extremely shocked to hear of the incidents taking place in 
Calcutta for the last two days. I am making an enquiry and 
shall probably be able to give a detailed statement shortly. 
But it is obvious from the reports that the bad characters 
of the city are inflaming sentiments of young men and 
utilising the situation for their nefarious ends. I v/ould 
appeal to all the citizens to try to stop the spread of 
hooliganism. Those who are engaged in holding up traffic, 
damaging military vans and other wanton acts are doing a 
great dist^ervice to the best interests of the counti-y. It is 
the duty of every Congress worker of the city to stand up 
for the preservation of peace and order". 
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COALITION WITH 

mm 

ASSAM Cabinet 

Maulana Azad Explains 
Conditions. 

(From Our Shilling Office.) 

MONDAY, Feb. 11. 

"The Bardoloi Ministry which has taken over will be 
strong and stable", said Rastrapati Maulana azad when interviewed 
by the "Patrika" representative. 

The Congress President said that in the general election 
of 1936/37 many groups were found in the Assam assembly. But 
in this election one good result was that those small groups 
had vanished and the Congress Party had come back with a 
solid group of 58 members. Three f^uslim members v/ho had 
been returned on the All-India l-lislim Parliamentary Board 
ticket would also work with the Congress group. In this 
way this group would have 61 members. Therefore the Ministry 
which was nov/ taking over would be strong and stable. Out 
of nine Ministers, three had been reserved for the I'luslims, 

One of this was being filled by the immediate inclusion of 
Maulvi Abdul Muttlib Mazumdari Two other places had not at 
present been filled. 

When he reached Shillong on the 8th,said the Congress 
President,an old acquaintance approached him and asked whether 
it was possible to extend the same offer of coalition to the 
Assam League Party as v/as done in the case of Sind. Maulana Azad 
told him that the case of Sind was on a different footing from 
that of Assam, nevertheless as far as the Congress was 
concerned there would be no objection to form a coalition with 
the League provided it was based on a common programme of work. 
%ulana Azad told him further that if Sir j^hammad Saadullah, 
the leader of the Assam i^slim League, was willing to have a 
discussion in this connection, he would be pleased to see him. 
Accordingly they met the same evening and had a discussion. 
Maulana azad told Sir Mbhammad that if the ^slim League Party 
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of Assam would accept the Congress Parliamentary programme, as had 
been elaborated in its Election Manifesto as the basis of coalition, 
there would be no difficulty in forming a gsBayrgigsigR composite 
ministry. Sir ^hammad expressed his inability to give his 
reply immediately and wanted time to get into touch with the League 
Parliamentary Board for a direction in the matter. Therefore it 
was decided that the formation of the ministry would be postponed 
till the following evening.- 

ADVICE TO BnliDOLOI 

Next evening Sir Mihammad sent a letter stating that till 
then he had not been able to come to any decision and it would 
be better that the formation of the ministry should no longer be 
delayed. Accordingly Maulana Azad advised lir. Gopinath Bardoloi 
to submit to the Governor a list of seven members of the Cabinet 
leaving out tv/o seats for Mislims. Maulana Azad felt that the 

Oa-vcL 

League Party had not had sufficient time to consider the decide 
the matter and therefore it was desirable that they should wait 
for sometime regarding the selection of two more Muslim ministers. 

He was to-day leaving for Calcutta but he would keep the offer 
open. As soon as the League Party was able to come to a decision 
Itr. Gopinath Bardcloi, the Premier, v/ould taize the necessary steps 
in this matter. 

Regarding the composition of the Cabinet Maulana Azad 
Said that as far as possible consideration had been given to diff- 
-erent interests. But the basis in coming to a decision was the 
efficiency and ability of the persons selected. In this province 
among backward people were tribes of hills and plains. The Congress 
was alive to the interests of the backv/ard people. This was evident 
from the fact that two members belonging to the plains and tribals we- 
-re given nomination for seats reserved for general constituencies. 

In considering the persorinel of the Cabinet the c^se of those return- 
-ed from plains and tribes were also given consideration but it was 
uot found possible to include them just at present. Nevertheless 
the Congress President wished to assure them that their interests 
vould be properly safeguarded* The door for their inclusion in 
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the Cabinet would also remain open and whenever any qualified 
person was available he would be taken in, 

Maulana azad left to-day for Calcutta. 
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ILL-WILI. AGAINST 
CIVILIAN NEPiiLESE 


Maulana Azad’s Appeal To People 
Maulana Abtil Kalam Azad, the Congress President, has issued 
the following statements 

I am grieved to learn that some people are harbouring 
feelings of ill-v/ill against the civilian Nepalese who reside 
in various parts of the city. They thinl: that the actions of 
the Gurkha military should be avenged on all the Nepalese, 

If it is true, it is very regrettable, I would appeal to all 
the citizens not to give way to such evil feelings and they should 
try to bring it home to mothers also. 

The Gurkhas eraployed in the army have no grudge against 


Indians, When they carry out orders of their officers, they 
do so because they have been trained to follow the military 
discipline as a soldier, and they have no capacity to understand 


anj^^thing further. It v/ould be crimiiicil to hold all the Nepalese 
responsible for it and to avenge on them. 
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ATTACK ON CHURCH C0NDEf®ED 
CALCUTTA DISTURBANCES 
Azad On Govt* Responsibility « Advice To 
Students To Be 14ore Disciplined 
In a statement on the Calcutta disturbances, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the Congress President says that the Government must bear 
a large share of responsibility for whatever has happened. At the 
Same time students and young men must act with a greater sense of 
rosponsibilitj^ if they are to serve the cause of Indian freedom* 
Fei’haps the worst incident of all in the disturbances was the attack 
on the Methodist Church in Dharamtala Street. 

The following is the text of the Congress President’s statement:- 
’*I have refEained from anj’^ comment on the regrettable incidents 
of the last few days while passions ran high and my words might be 
tern out of their context to contribute to the excitement. Ita, 
however, the city is returning to normalcy, and I feel it is ray duty 
to place ray views clearly before the public. The first thing I 
\-:nit to state is that the Government iirust bear a large share of 
responsibility for v^hatevor has happened. 

The attempt to reserve some parts of the city as a special and 
sacrosa^. area of the bureaucracy is indefensible and the citizens 
of Calcutta are not prepared to tolerate it any more. 

If the processionists had been allowed to go tlirough Dalhousie 
-^nare, ncTjthing would have happened beyond the shouting of a few 
slogans. The blocking of the procession on the other hand led to 
the loss of 47 lives, injury to many hundreds, destruction and 
carnage of property and creation of uncontrolled bitterness and 
hatred. The futility of Government policy was proved once in 
Ibvember last when the police attempted to block a procession 
from going to Dalhousie 3quare, and it has proved tragically once 
again in the Incidents of the last few days. 

I left for Shillong on the 7th instant. I am told that the 
Conmainists were trying to stage a demonstration over the release 
of Captain A. Rashid of the I.I.A. from the 9th, and a section of 
'% 3 lini students who owe allegiance to the Itislim League Joined forces 
With them. Helped by the Coarmnlst Party, they took out a demon. 




Monday. Feb., 18. 1946. 

IBM • ■--. - ^ .- 

demonstration on Monday in support of the demand for the release 
of Captain A. Rashid, Obstruction to this procession near Dalhousie 
Square led to the tragic developments. 

lifTKRViiNTION OF MILITARY 

On my return from Shillong on Tuesday, I found that the 
situation had already assumed serious proportions, but from reports 
from responsible leaders I was led to believe that things were 
begiiming to settle down and would perhaps have quietened down by 
Wednesday night, but for the intervention of the military. This 
added provocation led to further excitement and Wednesday and Thurs- 
“day saw some of the wildest and most regrettable exhibitions of 
mob fury. I am convinced that if the Government had contacted 
raxpansibiil responsible leaders of public opinion and acted in 
concert with thera, the situation could have been |;bought under control 

oTDDENTS* liESPOIlblRILITY 

I have at the same time to point out that the students and 
young men must act with a greater sense of responsibility if they 
are to serve the cause of Indian freedom. Our struggle for 
independence has reached a state v/Ren sporadic and isolated action 
of individuals and groups serve as a hinderance rather than help. 

Those who are soldiers of freedom must obey their leaders, 
for an army in which everyone Issues coramands ceases to be an 
army and becomes a rabble. 

Those ^slim students v/ho owe allegiance to the League should 
have taken dlreiftions from the Provincial League Committee 
and its responsible leaders instead of confronting them with an 
accomplished fact. I am sure that if they had approached the 
League leadership, they would have weighed the j^ros and cons of each 
decision, and if they had decided to call a ’hartal’ they would 
have taken steps to see that the League behaved in a controlled and 
disciplined manner. 

I understand that the President of the B.P.C.C, was approached 
for calling a general strike of the whole city, but in view of the 
conditions prevailing and the great hardships of the public he 
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refused to call for such *hartal** 

He also had in mind the situation that would arise as a 
result of such 'hartal*, which would bring on the streets number 
of men without any occupation during a troubled and critical time. 

Any how the 'hartal* was held, and this in my opinion was a 
grave mistake. 

SEQUEL TO 'HAF.TAL* 

Some of the things that the President of the B.P.C.C. had 
foreseen came to pass. Wednesday saw attacks on military 
vehicles, on private cars, rickshaws, on individual Europeans 
a.nd Anglo-Indians and on a convoy of American home-bound troops 
on the Barrackpore Road. These are incidents which every sensible 
o’ld responsible public man regrets and condemns, but perhaps the 
V'Orst incident of all was the attack on the Methodist Church in 
Dharamtalla Street. I do not know who were responsible for this 
attack, but it must be clear to all who have the welfare of India 
at heart that we cannot tolerate an attack on the places of 
worship of any community, however small. 

DAIIAGE TO METHODIST CIlHvCH 

I have had continuous fever since my return from Shillong, 
buc even then I could not refrain from going to the Methodist Church 
on February 16 and seeing for myself the ravages of the miscreants, 
rev. Atkinson, the Minister, was kind enough to show me round and 
I requested him that he should place before the next meeting of the 
Church Committee my proposal that the damage must be made good 
by the contributions raised by the citizens of Calcutta* This would, 
in my opinion, serve as a proof that in the India of the future, 
the places of worship of every community v/ould be sacred to members 
of every other community. I am directing the local Congress 
Committees to raise the necessary funds, and to come to touch with 
the Methodist Church Society* 

AZAD VISITS METHODIST CHURCH 


Maulana Azad, Congress President visited on Saturday the 
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Methodist Church in Dharamtollah which was burnt by the hooligans 
during the last Calcutta disturbances. Rev. Atkinson took the 
Congress President round the Church and showed the damage done. 

Maulana Sahib expressed sorrow at the damage done to a 
place of worship and said that he was ashamed of the hoolig^s 
who had done so. 

Maulana Sahib requested the Church Committee to accept his 
offer to compensate the loss done to the Church by contributions 
of the citizens of Calcutta v/hich the Congr:iSs will undertake 
to collect. 

Rev. Atkinson expressed his gratitude to the Maulana. 
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ARAB'S WARMING TO BRITAIN 
STRUGGLE IF PLEDGE DISHONOURED 

Countrymen Asked to Wait Till Signal To Strike 
The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Az;ad, in a 
statement says that if the British Goverament fail to honour the 
September 1945 declaration in letter and in spirit, the Congress 
will consider the necessary steps for a final and decisive 
struggle. The Congress decision to wait and watch should not 
be constructed as unwillingness to fight. 

He adds that so long as the Congress decides to wait on 
events, no attempt should be made to disturb the peaceful 
atmosphere or create sporadic and disjointed movements. 

When the time comes the Congress v/ill give the call for 
struggle and will expect every Indian to respond to the call. 

He particularly appeals to the youth of India to realise the 
wis^dom of Congress policy and obey it as disciplined soldiers. 

The following is the text of Maulana Azad’s statement 5- 
*’I am frequently asked about the present policy and future 
programme of the Congress and consider it my duty to s^ate it 
as clearly and as unambiguously as I can. The only problem before 
India is the immediate realisation of the country’s independence. 
The British Government has made a declaration in September, 1945. 
The Congress does not consider it satisfactor^iy» but neveruheless 
after considering all aspects of the situation has decided to take 
the declaration at its face value. It has accordingly decided to 
participate in the elections and form Governments in the provinces 
It v/ill wait for the result of the provincial elections and watch 
what steps the British Government thereafter taiie. If the British 
Government then make an unequivocal declaration of India’s 
independence, form a | 5 XJa.viHE±ai provisional national Government 
in the Centre as an interim measure, and convene a EsnskitEtisa 
constituent assembly to frame the future constitution of free 
India, well and good. The Congress v/ill welcome such solution 
of the Indo-Brltish problem through peaceful means. It woula be 
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futile te :]^ok for precedents In history. The world has changed 
beyond recognition and a new chapter of human history is in the 
making. We are living on the threshold of a new world, and I 
believe that in the change<icircumstances of to-day, such a 
peaceful solution is not beyond the range of possibility. 

THi*; altiuiyNatifh; 

The alternative is also clearly realised by the Congress. 

If the British Government fail to honour the September declaration 
in letter and in spirit, the Congress will consider the necessary 
steps for a final and decisive struggle. Let there be no 
misunderstanding on the point. The Congress decision to wait 
and watch should not be construed as unwillingness to fight, lihen 
the situation demands, the Congress will issue the Cca.ll and demand 
from India the utmost sacrifice for realising its goal of Indian 
freedom. 


One other point must also be stated. If there are any 
individuals or groups who v/ant to impose a movement on the Congress 
at a time not chosen by it, I want to tell them with all the 
emphasis at my command that the Congress will repudiate all such 
atte.mps • 


The Congress leadership has weathered .many storms and 
proved its capacity both for sacrifice and decision. They know 
when to negotiate, and they also know v/hen to strike. 

To-day, the issue has become simplified and concentrated 
to the one supreme question of immediate realisation of Independence 
If that is gained all other objectives art? automatically realised. 
There is an Arabic saying 5 ”If you have got hola of the stem, you 
need not bother for the branches". In such context, no other 
question, however pressing or acute, should be allowed to distract 
our attention or divide our energies, do long as the Congress 
decides to wait on events, no attempt should be made to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere or create sporadic and disjoxrted 
movements. When the time comes, the Congress will give the coll 
for struggle and will expect every Indian to respond to the call. 

I particularly appeal to the youth of India, who are the vanguard 

of our freedom Movement to realise the wisdom of Congress policy 
and obey It as disciplined soldiers. 
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\m HO ASSURiil’iCE 
FROM GOVERNORS 


Azad Explains Congress Stand 
On Interference Issue 

The Congress attitude towards any possible interference 
from Governors in provinces where Congress Ministries are being 
fomed was explained by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress 
Ptesident in a Statement to the "Associated Press". 

Maulana azad said: "low that a Congress lilnistry has taken 
office in Assam, and vxill soon do so in other provinces, I have 
been asked by many why Congress has not asked for any assurance 
of non-intereference from Governors. 

1946 la NOT 1937. 


Those who ask for such questions remember that such 
assurances ixere demanded and obtained in 1937 , but they do not 
remember that 1946 is not 1937, 

The intervening years have been revoluticnari* changes all 
over the world, and nowhere have the changes been more 
revoluticnary than in India. In 1937 it was necessary to ask 
for assurances, and even then Congress Ministers had to threaten 
resignations over the question of release of political prisoners. 
Now that it is a settled fact that power is to be transferred to 
the Indian people, the Congress has decided to accept office 
in provinces and wait for the formation of a Provisional 
Government at the Centre, 

To ask for assurances in such a context is to undermine 
the position already achieved. If there are any differences 
between Ministers and the Governor, it will be the Governor 
and not the Ministers who will have to resign. 

AAxliX GLaE CiilPPG U COMING 

Interviewed by the Associated Press of India, the Congress 


President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad said that the proposed visit 
to India of the British Cabinet Delegation was a wise decision 
which would be appreciated by the country. 




Maulana Azad, who was aware of the proposal since last 
month, was specially pleased to learn that Sir Stafford Cripps 
would he a member of the Delegation* hliatever be the judgment 
on the shortcomings of the Cripps* offer, the Congress President 
had no doubt about the Sincerity of purpose of air Stafford Cripps* 
He believed that Sir Stafford's presence would be helpful to 
India's case and he would be happy to meet him again after an 
interval of three years* 

of CliUilCH 


Azad's Ifove For Collection of Funds. 

Suggesting that contributions for repairing the damage 
caused to the Methodist Church in the recent Calcutta disturbances 
should come from a wide circle, the Congress President Maulana 
abul Kalam *izad in a statement issued through the Associated 


Press of India sa^u J 

"Some friends have offered to make good the damage to the 
Methodist Church by their personal contributions, I appreciate 
their intention, and thank them for it, but I am of the opinion 
that the cost of repairs should not be borne by a few individuals 
Dr parties. I think that contributions should come from a wide 
circle and if possible the necessary money siiould be collected 
by 'anna' or even 'pie' contributions from many. This I'/ould bring 
home to everybody that places of worship of every community shoula 
be sacred to all irrespective of religious differences." 

adAD TC FLY TO Pd^llahAR 

PnaKiWaH, Feb. 2U, 

I'-laulana ^bul Kalam Azad, Coiitr-. ss President, who is reported 
to be arriving in Peshawar on February 24, by air, will, it is 
learnt from Congress circles, attend a meeting of the newly formed 
Congress Parliamentary Party on the same day. IQian abdul Ghaffar 
Khan and Khan Ali Gul Khan, President of Frontier CoiieTess will 
also be present.- (U.P.) 



2!aas.day>. 

MMjLANA AZiiD DISCUSSES FOOD SITUATION 

WITH VICEROY 


KEVJ DELHI, Feb.25 9 

The Congress President I^ulana Abul Kalam Azad had an 
hour’s interview with the Viceroy this afternoon* Mr* Asaf 
All, Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, acconipanied the 
Congress President. 

Maulana Azad returned from Peshav/ar this afternoon and 
from the airport drove straight to the Viceroy’s house for the 
interview. 


”We discussed the food sitUc^tion and also the general 
political situation" said i^ulana ilzad interviavved by an 
Associated Press of India reporter. He did not know if he would 
be seeing the Viceroy again in the irmnediate future but said that 
his discussion WaS not yet over and that he would be writing 
to the Viceroy* 


hat there had been correspondence betvjeen him and the 


Viceroy on the food problem, was revealed by ^^laulaia abul 
Kalam Azad, Congress President in an interviev/ to the United 
Press of India. The Maulana had given the Viceroy his sugges- 


"tions and the Viceroy also written to the Congress President 
giving him a grim picture of the food situation and his 
suggestion for a solution of the problem. 

Asked if the Congress would co-operate with the government 
in solving the food problem, 14aulana .izad said "It is not mere 
a question of Congress co-operation. The real need is creation 
of faith in people’s mind.if they realise everything possible 
is being done to Cllle|b.ate their misery, people v/ould be ready 
to suffer and there would be no panic*^(A.P.& U.P*} 
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AZAD APPEALS NOT TO 

accentuate situation 


K.I.M. STRIKE EPI^SODE 


Selection of Fdng-leaders For 
Punishment Not just 

NiL>; DniLKI, Feb. £6. 

The Congress President, l^Iaul^a Abul Kalam Azad in an 
intervie^if to-day on the recent happenings in the R.I.H. said that 
it was true that discipline in the army was a matter of supreme 
importance, but, having regard to the entire of happenings in 
connection v/ith the ratings strike, the question of discipline 
should not be viev/ed in narrow spirit. Nothing shoulo, be done, 
Maulana azad said, to jive the impression that individuals Can 
be, or are responsible for collective and general feelings and 
actions. 


ilaulana nzad said J Now that the h.I.i'. episode has come 
to a close, it is possible to view its origin and development in 
their proper perspective in a dispassionate manner. It is, 
v/hether the action of ratings in going on strike is called by 
its technical term of the naval law, viz. 'mutiny^, or it is 
Called by the civil term 'strike*, the eseential nature of the 
action resorted, to by the ratings undergoes no change. It is 
prefectly clear that certain grievances wdiich the ratings had 
been feeling for some time were not redressed for one reason 
of another. Certain immediate incidents brought the trouble to 
a head, but the root of the struggle, as far as ore can judge, 
was the feeling of the ratings that in spite of the fact that 
they were in no sense inferior to those of the British hav^', 
they were not placed on the same footing as regards general 
treatment. For a hundred and fifty years or longer the Indian 
Cervices have been subject to this discriminatory treatment. 

Now that India has come of age, and Indians generally are 
keenly conscious of national dignity and self-respect, I’acial 
discrimination is very keenly felt and resented. 
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INSULT TO SELF-RESPeCT 

It is quite obvious from the facts as they have been reported 
that Indian ratings of R.I.N, went on strike as the result of what 
they consider was a gratuitous insult to national self-respect* 

They forimlated their demands in a clear and precise form. 
Examination of Ik their demands shows that they were legitimate. 

And so far as they are legitimate they must be sympathetically 
examined and redressed. 

The term "Ring-leaders”, in such instances, said President 
iizad, usually applies to a person who acts as a spokesman of a 
_^eneral body of complainants. It would be unjust to select such 
persons for punishment. In the present atmosphere of the country, 
whic'h is surcharged with emotion and political irritation, it is 
essential that nothing should be done which may accentuate the 
situation, I earnestly appeal to the authorities concerned who 
seem to be anxious to secure efficient working of the services 
both during the interim perioa and in the future to try to see 
things from the Indian national point of view. India is not in a 
mood to tolerate any action that may have even the semblance of 
uhe suppression of national spirit in any quarter. - (A.P.). 
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KAULA!IA AZAD 
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IIBSIITS’ ACIICH 


La^'cre, Feh. 28, 


Kaulana Ahul Kalairi Azad, Congress President, in an 
inter^leif tc the Associated Frees of iT^dia, condemned e action 
of the students who yesterday stopped the Punjab Governor’s 
car and tore the Union Jack. 


Kaulana Azad said : Every sensible man would condemn 
without reservation yesteniay’s behaviour of certain students 
who stopped the car of His Excellency the Governcr, to'’''e the 
Union Jack and broke the glass screen. The morning papers also 

cenfinn the report that the car of a Europ?^an lady stoned. 

• 

/another lady who was going on bjrcycle was molested and the 


neck-ties of nersons were siRatched away and burnt. These vhc 
have done it must know that they have done the greatest possible 
disservice tc the cause of U-'e country." 


The United, Frees of 
of his interview' with Kaulana 


India understands 
Abnl Palam Azad, 


that in course 
Congress 


President, yesterday, premier Fvhizar Uyat Flnan Tiv/ana discussed 
the situation arisen out of ye5ter:'’ay' s students demonstration 
in Lahore w’-'ich proved violent at places and reauested I'aulana 
Azad to use his restraining influence on themi so that the 
untow/ard incidents that marred t^-e peace anci tranauillity in 
EoTTibay and other places may net be repe,ated I'^er'^'. 


- (U.F.) 
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TR.-iNoF3R OF POlJER 

Indians How Living Under Caretaker Govt, 


aZAD APPSALG TO COUHTRYMEH 
NOT TO P...^CIPIT.a’H UimEGT 

LaliOilK, March 2* 

The Congress President, Manlana abul Kalam .'*zad, in a 
statement to the ^.ssociated Press of India defines the general 
attitude of the Congress on the question of tackling the food 
problem* ”I have'*, he says, "discussed the food situation with 
the Viceroy and made certain suggestions which are under con¬ 
sideration"* 

The Congress President saysJ In viev/ of the tense political 
situation and acute scarcity of food v/ith which the country is 
threatened it is necessary that the g-^neral attitude of the 
Congress should be made known to all concerned beyond any doubt. 
India is passing tiirough the birth-pan^ of freodom on the one 
hand, and the ordeal of many privations or threats of pri vat-Jons 
v/hich always form part of the aftermath of a v;ar on the 
other. The urge of freedom accentuated by the past five years 
of war has given a poignancy to the impatience of every section 
of the population in Inula. It is a phase of hunan longings 
all the world over v/hicb has breught with it a nev/ mensal climate. 
None who is concerned with the rapid advance man is making 
towards his destiny can ignore or gloss ■'^var it without peril. 

The Congress is essentially a political organisation based on 
the will and aspirations of the people. Its leadership has, 
as I have said before, weathered many storms and has steered 
the bark of the country in close and v/ide contact with the people. 
We are fully alive to the urgency of the new spirit and to the 
impatience of the younger generation. But we are equally conscious 
of our heavy responsibilities at this critical time. The 
situation does not admit of over-simplified formulas of action. 

It is difficult and complex and demands the most careful and 
cautious handling. I mst therefore appeal to all the parties 
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in the country to exercise restraint and to allow the 
situation to be confined to manageable proportions* 

TRaNbFI^R OF PO.vRR IMIilNiJl'JT 

Transfer of power from foreign to Inaian hands 
and its assumption by the people v/ho are the true repository 
of all powers and sovereignty is now only a matter of short 
time* It is therefore most essential that all should watch 
their steps and desist from creating situations which may lend 
themselves to exploitation hy those v/ho would r^rejudice 
the early realisation of India’s aspirations. 

“J^ch self-conutrol is imperatively demanded by 
circumstances of the da^". Strides, hartals, and defi^^nce 
of the temporary authority of the day are out of plc*,ce 
to-day. Ho imraediate cause has arisen to join issue v/ith the 
foreign rulers who are now acting as caretakers.' 

In any case it is in abeyance until the refusal to transfer 
power and that not for a long time, Hhen the time comes 
for entering the lists the Congress v/ill not hesitate to sound 
the bugle call. In the meantime all energy must be reserved 
and all clashes should be scrupulously avoided. 

On the food front which is India's iniiaediate concern 
there should be v/ill ing co-operation between the temporary 
government of the day c^nd the people, strikes and demonstrations, 
hartals and processions should not be resorted to and the 
general atmosphere in the country should be allowed to remain 
calm and peaceful. 

MUCH wOHK 

"iiuch serious work which demands all the mental energy 
of the leaders lies immediately ahead, all diversions at this 
stage will prove detrimental to the imj.iediate tasks ahead. 

None, not even the most unimaginative of our foreign rulers 
is in doubt of the potentialities and urgency of the situation 
and those v/ho think the demonstrations are necessary to 

emphasise the impatience of the people are wasting their and 
the people's energy. Again those who believe in skirmishes 
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as invigorating tonics misjudge the actual needs of the 
situation, 

ON FOOD FRONT 

I have discussed the food situation with the Viceroy 
and made certain suggestions which are under consideration, 
iilarmlst rumours should be discouraged and popular committees 
of producers and consumers should spring up in rural areas, 
and dealers of foodstuffs and consumers in urban areas should 
set up similar committees to keep a vigilant eye on abuses 
which shortsighted greed dictates* The cut in rations should 
be regarded as a farsighted measure for s^tving millions of 
lives* There are hopeful signs of an improvement of the 
situation if only food is kept out of party politics,” - (A.P*) 
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COi^ITION PARTY TO FORM PUNJAB CABINET 

Khizar Hyat Khan 
Intited By Governor 


l4AULAWii. AZAD 3KPLAINB 
TRIPaJlTITR AGRERMBNT 

LAHOIiujj j Mar • 3, 

It is announced from Government House that Kis Excellency 
the Governor of the Punjab granted an interview to the Hon’ble 
Lieut•-Colonel Malik Nawab Sir Khizar Hyat Khan, Leader of 
the Coalition Party and requested his assistance in forming a 
iHnistry in the Province* 

Malik Khizar Hyat Khan has accepted the invitation of 


His Excellency the Governor, 

The Congress President liaulana nzad, announced at a 
press conference that the Congress, the bnionist and the 
Akali parties have agreed to form a coalition party to be known 


as the Punjab assembly Coalition Party. 

Explaining the circumstances in which the coalition 
had been formed, Maulana azad said the election results are 
before you. The largest single party is the Muslim League, 
and of the minority groups the Congress is the biggest. In 
these circumstances, it was the duty of the largest party to 
start talks for the formation of a Ministry with the largest 
minority group but for one reason or another the I'luslim League 
Party did not consider it necessary to do so and started 
negotiations instead with the Phanthic Party, v/hen their talks 
with the Panthic Party did not bear fruit, they thought it 
necessary to pay attention to the Congress, any hov/ the Congress 
welcomed them and opened talks with them. The leader of toslim 
League Party, Nawab of Mamdot, Sir Feroz Khan Noon and w>ardar 
Shaukat Hyat met me and suggested the formation of a coalition 


between the Congress, the Akali and the toslim League in view 
of the situation prevailing in the province. In this connection 
they also addressed a comiaunication for Mr, Bhlm Sen Sachar 
on March 2 and I consider their proposal. Subsequently, they 
were informed that the Congress will gladly accept this proposal 




provided satisfactory assurances were given to the Congress 
on three vital points, 

3 POINTS EXPLAINED 

Elucidating the three points the Congress President 
saidJ "Firstly we should knoi; the progranuae of the proposed 
coalition, a programrae on v/hich all the three could come together. 
Secondly we should be satisfied hov/ the differences between the 
three parties with regard to the future constitution could be 
isolated* On this point the Congress Party proposed that issues 
of an all India nature shall be sbeyond the purview of the 
proposed coalition and this coalition will only be formed 
for the purpose of running the provincial administration. 

Thirdly it was proposed that there should be parity in the cabinet 
between the l%slim League on one side and the Congress and the 
iikali Parties on the other since the numerical strength of the 
Congress and the Alcali Parties - 51 plus 33 - i-zas almost 
equal to the strength of the llislim League - 75. I think the 
proposal made by the Congress Party waS most reasonable but I 
regret to say that the i-fuslim League was not able to accept 
it. They urged that they v/ere ready to accept all the three 
conditions provided the Congress gave an assurance that they 
would not include any Iluslira in the quota allotted to them in 
the Cabinet. The Congress was not prepared to accept this 
condition." 


TDO oLTEaN^TIVED 


After this Maulana asad continued"Only two alternatives 
were left and these were that either we should accept Section 
93 regime in the province or the three other parties - Congress, 
Unionist and Panthic Parties - should join together to devise 


some plan. After taking into consideration the different 
aspects of the case I was definitely of opinion that there 
would be nothing more detrimental to the interests of the province 
than Section 93 regime. This left only one alternative behind 
and the leader of the Congress Party opened negotiations for 
the same and now I am in a position to announce that the 



Congress, the Unionist and the Panthic parties have agreed 
to enter into a coalition. In this connection certain facts 
have already come before the public to some extent and these are 
about differences on certain matters. The most vital difference 
was with regard to the position of Sikhs on the distribution of 
offices. Every one knows the election results. SikhS contested 
on the Congress ticket and there ^re ten Sikh members in the 
Congress Party.” 

Maulana Azad pointed out that the Congress in no case 
was prepared to tolerate a situation in v;hich the Congress 
Dikha were debarred from offices reserved for dikhs. He said 
there v/as considerable discussion on this issue and eventually 
it waS decided that in a Cabinet of six the seat for 3ikhs should 
go to the Panthic Party, according to the agreement between 
the parties the office of deputy Speaker, which is to be given 
to the iikhs, and tvjo Parliamentary Jecretaryships shall go to 
the Congress Sikhs. 

OFFER TO CONlRaSS SIKHS 

I would like to add that the Congress Party was prepared 
to offer to the Congress Sikhs one of the two seats in the 
Cabinet allotted to the Congress Party .;uid a short while ago I 
invited the Sikh menbers of the Congress Party and placed this 
offer before them. They expressed their gratitude for the offer 
but insisted that they should not be compelled to accept it 
because they realise that both these offices should go to the 
Hindus. I whole-heartedly appreciate their sentiments and the 
magnanimity shown by them. 

Maulana Azad pointed out that it i,fas only a temporary 
arrangement and it would be necessary in the near future to 
expand the Cabinet and in the expanded Cabinet there would certainly 

be one more seat for the Sikhs* 

panthic PaUTY POSITION 

Regarding the clarification sought by the Panthic Party 

relating to their position in the future constitutional status 
of the Punjab the Congress President referred to the Lahore 
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resolution of theindian National Congress passed in 1929- 
30 on the subject and said that in any future constitutional 
position no settlement v/ould be made without consultation 
with the Sikhs. The Congress had always stood by that resolution 
and was prepared to stand by it in future, declared the Congress 
President. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in conclusion appealed to the 
Press to help the three parties by creating a peaceful 
communal atmosphere in the province. 
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PUNJAB SAVSD FROM 
SEC.93 RULE 


AZAD HAPPY 


League Party’s Absence In 
Coalition Deplored. 

LAHORE, Mar, 6, 

”I am happy to say that the Punjab has been saved from 
Section 93 Rule”, said Congress President Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad in an interview to an "Associated Press of America" staff 
correspondent at Lahore airport to-day. 

"I am glad the deadlock has been averted, but I admit 
that the best solution would have been one in vjhich the I'tislim Lea 
gue would have joined in the responsibility of office. 

"But the responsibility for this not happening lies with 
the League. I can say with certainty that there were possibilitie 
that the Muslim League Party would accept the Congress offer if 
the decision had been left to the leaders in the province. But 


when the trunk call was made to 
a refusal. 


Jinnah at ohijilong, they got 


"Then there was no alternative left. Either v/e had to 
tolerate Decticn 93 riule in the province or a Coalition had 
to be formed between Congress, akali and Unionist parties. 

"I want to make it definitely clear that so long as the 
League Party did not reject the Congress Offer, I did not make 
any coiarriitment to the Unionist or akali Part^*." 

IliUlana Azad said he had told the leader of the Congivss- 


iUtali-Unionist Coalition, Malik Ehizir Hyat Khan, "The way, 
in which things have been going on in the Punjab for txAO last 
eight years, inust come to an end. He (Malik Khizar Hyat Klian) 
should now w'ork in a new world-the Congress worla." _ 


asked what he meant that the present Ministerial Coalition 
was a temporary one, Congr-^ss President explained? "It is 
temporary in the sense that before long the Cabinet will have 
to be extended which has not been done nov; for several reasons." 
A few minutes before he boarded the plane for Pe^-war, 

Maulana Azad said s "These Ordinances (referring to all 




Ordinances now extent) nast go immediately. They are patently 
unjust and a burden on the country. It is extremely unfair, 
now tliat the war is over, that they should contimue to exist.*' 
Heferring to release of political prisoners, Maulcoia azad 
said that in the provinces where Congress ministries were being 
formed the prisoners were being released. He cited assam where 
every political detenu has been released. 

He did not understand, he said, why Mr. Jaiprakash Karain, 
Congress Socialist leader, should continue to be in jail "It 
is apparent that, if the Govermaent do not release him, we will 
letter do it", Maulana ^^zad added. 

Congress President added that iiorking Coaimittee deliber- 


•atIons in Bombay next week, 


Maulana ^^.zad is reaching Belhi on Friday and will leave 
for Bombay by air on March 11. - (a.P. of iimerica). 








DDiiL COmOL OF 
FKOHTIKH PEOFINCE 




ZAD 01 ITZ FDCULI^ WAY 


Congress Govt, To Usher In 
Kev/ Era 

PEZHWAB, Mar. 8 (Delayed). 

'*A new chapter of the Frontier Congr'-ss Ministry has begun 
and I am turrdng over the first page”, observed Maulaia 
Abul Kaloin azad, the Congress President, in course of a press 
interview. 

The Congress President further obwservrd that administration 
in this province was not entirely in the hands of the Goveriment, 
the pilitica Iside being controlled by the Central Government. 

Besides, he added, the permennent service in hte province had 
a peculiar way of its own, going sometimes against the policy 
of the Ministry. But the Coinr.-ss President advised the Congress 
Party to shoulaor the turuen of Ministry in spite of all 
hindrances. If the officials do noc co-operate, they must be 
forced to do so and if the servicL^s get corrupt and inefficient, 
the Ministry hub to r^sform them, 

deferring to the workers' conference, called by Khan iibdul 
Ghaffar Khan, the Congress President, s..:'c. that he himself 
suggested this in order tc get an ascurance from the workers 
that they v/oiild give their full active su -port, v/ithout which 
Ministry shoula not be accepted, 

asked by the United Press representative if he had discussed 
the Frontier problems with the Viceroy, the Congress Provident 
replied in the affirmative and added that he had detailed talks 
with the Viceroy ana had also some correspondences with Eis 
Excellency in this matter. - (U.P.) 
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D£iLHI DISTUxLBAlfCE 

cowmnm 


Azad's Call For Peace Till Cabinet 
Mission Finishes Task 

KEW DELHI, Mar.11. 


k strong condemnation of the recent disturbances at Delhi 
was made by Maulana xibul Kalam Azad, Congress President addressing 
the Congress workers at a me^tir*g hery this morning prior to 
his leaving for Bombay. 


Maulana Azad said 


"w'hatever was done on that day in Delhi 


was wrong. Those who try to take the mciSses with them in such 
happenings arc merely wasting the strength of the masses. 


They are doing disservice to .the nation. 

”In the public life of every nation comes a time when the men 
x/ho lead and are not led are put on trial, auch a time has come 


in India. Cn the one hand is their conscience ana on the 
other their fear thut if they do not take certain steps other 
irresponsible elements will tJie advantage of it oiid carry the 
masses with them. I will noc for one moment let that consider- ki 
ation weigh with me and it shoulc not v/eigh with you. 

'hdieri I w-*s going to Lahore the President of the i^elLi 
Congress informed me of the Victory Celebia.tions. I at once 
announced that the Con^.ress caimiot tdie part in the celebrations 
but it is not preparoa to st^ge aisy demorn tr^tiens. I am net 
unaware of the feeling of the masses in the country, but the 
Congress thirJes that at the present moment all other problems 
have receded into background. The chief problem is that of India’ 


independence”. 

Deferring to the geptember declaration of the Viceroy Maulana 
Azad said, "The Congress has accepted it on its face value. 

As a result it went into the elections and in those provinces 
where Con^r ss could, to form Ministries. 

"The Cabinet Mission is coming to India to iiiplement the 
declarations for India’s independence. Ee niust wait for it. If 
the British Government fulfil their pledge well and good. If 
they do not the Congress x^ill prepare for the last and final 







struggle and prepare the nation for it* But until that 
time comes the nation's peace must be maintained. 

Heferring to nelhi disturbances Maulana A^ad said s 
’’Those who burnt the Town Hall and the post offices did not 
cause any hariSIfVto the British Goveri'niient but to the Indian 
nation itself”. 

A question was put to the Congress President v/hether 

the Congress should not tell the people wi:at to do if the 

% 

Cabinet liission faid.s and the Governiiient take steps similar 
to those taken by them in august 1942. 

l-laulana azad replied that no leadership could divuige 
the steps that they proposed to take until the occasion4rose. 

- (U.P.) 




MgaEg.gi^.4. 


WORKING COMITTEE MEETS 

GaNDHIJI PR£.SE1-IT 

AZAD reviews’ POLITICAL SITUaTIOII 
EMPHASIS ON NONVIOLENCE 


Concern At Attempts To Force 
Hands of Congress. 

BOI'IBaY, Mar. 12. 

The Congress Working Coinreittee met at 2 P.M. under the 
presidentship of Maulana Abiil Kalam Azad. Mahatma Gandhi 
was also present. 

Maulana Azad, the Congress President, in a brief speech 
reviewed the political situation in the country since the last 
meeting of the VJorking Committee in Calcutta three months ago. 
He conveyed to the Committee the gist of the conversations 
he has had with Lord w'avell during his recent two interviews 
with him. 

He also expressed to the Committee his grave concern at 
the attempts made by certain elements inside and outside the 
Coiij^r-wSs to force the hc^nds of the Congress :.nd emphasized 
the need for the Corigr. ss to strictly achiere to non-violence 
and not to be deflected from its policy of fighting the 
elections on the specific and clear-cut issue of the imraediate 
transfer of power from Britain to India on the basis of the 
independence of India. 

A general discussion then fcljowed in v;hich all the 

members present participated.. 

GOAL la VERY nE^. 


... "Now I can say that our goal is very near," said 
flaulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President to the United 
Press special representative prior to his departure to the 
Birla House in connection with the working Coimaittee meeting 
this afternoon, replying to the query by the latter, "How far 

was the goal of Independence.” 

On the United Press representative asking Maulana Azad 
again, *Doift you think there are yet many more difficulties 
on our way to the cherished goal of independence ?" The Congress 
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President gave a hearty laughter and said, "Do you think we are 
afraid of difficulties which may beset our path ? Difficulties 
can never keep us away from achieving our cherished goal." 

asked about his opinion about the recent disturbances in va¬ 
rious parts of the country %ulana iisad characterised them 
as, "Outbuists of the political life of the nation," but the 
Congress, he said, must take necessary steps to see that such 
mass demonstrations proceed along peaceful lines. 

The United Press representative drew Maulana Saheb's 
attention to Gandhiii’s post-prayer speech of yesterday which 
seemed to be ful] of optimism about the hobe which the British 
Cabinet Mission is expected to delivery and asked him whether 
he enter-^ined much hope from the Cabinet Mission when the 
Congress President observed, "We shall keep an open mind, but I may 
tell you that I have been hopeful throughout my life," 

A.I.C.C. Mr.^TIHG 


Asked about the prospect of a plenary session of the 
Congress this year, the Maulana Gaheb said, "There v/ould be^ no 
Congress session in near future. However I am intending to 
convene a meeting of the new members of the A.I.C.C. in May next 
The venue of such meeting is likely to be decided by the Working 
Committee," - (U.P,) 
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WBU) ETZma BRINGS 
FREEDOM TO INDIA 


Congress President Confident 
of Cabinet Mission’s Success. 

HER/ DELHI, I4ar. IS. 

The Congress President Haulana Abul Kalaoi Azad in an 
interview to associated Press of India to-day declared that he 
saw no reason why a solution of the Incian problem should 
not be considered hopeful. 

In view of the forthcoming talks and negotiations 
with the British Cabinet Mission the Congress President 
said that he would not attempt to specula.te about things or 
anticipate the course of events. ’’In so far as the Congress 
is concerned.'* the Maul ana said, "Cur fundamentals and the 
main outline of our approach are already u’ell-known. -i.s regards 
details, it is obvious it all depends on developments and 
various adjustments v:hich will have to be made." 

The Maulana spoke with ciuiet confidence of the coining 
negotiations, In a message to the British public he saidJ 
"I find in the latest pronouncement of Mr. attlee a nev/ spirit 
and if the Mission is coming out w’ith a determination to find 
a solution in that spirit T see no reason vjhy the outcome 
shoulri not be considered hopeful. 

Pa^CaFUL TRxdoITIOIC 

Bpeaking of India in the International context 
Maulana ^^zad said: "History does net record any example of 
tKASSlitiSR Rf transition of pov:er from one hand to another 
in a peaceful manner but the w'^rld has developed a new 
consciousness - at any rate let us hope so - and people are wide 
awake and conscious of their rights and the time has arrived 
when such transition should be the rule and not the exception. 
Apart from internal developments here is a higher aspect of the 
question of India’s Independence which has a significance in 

the present context of world events. 

Whatever has taken place in the world during the past 




few years has brought about a nev/ situation and a new Chapter 
of huaan history is beiiig written* Me stand on the threshold of 
a new age. Events in world history and the high tension all 
round have brought about a situation in \;hich India has ac^i^uired 
a strategic position which is absoliately focal." 

li'ii-ila rC P^aCa 

"Events that occur in the neighbourhood of In^^ia are bound 
to have repurcussions straightv/ay in Lndia and we luiow inhere a gre 
at tension exists. It is next door to India, .m independent Ind¬ 
ia to-day ¥ 013 Id be a great guarantee of peace throughout the 
iforld and will stem the tide of ambitions -all round. This is 
a great point of absolute urgency vdeich demands that India’s 
settlement should be lifted out of a local uiid Internal 
conditions and placed on t}ie basis of the world's demand for 
peace and herefore the strengthening of Indi-a’s defence bi^ 

Indians themselves. It is in the light of these events that 
I am hopefjl of a settl^vi nt v/Vnch should bo satisfactory to 
India, to Britain and the v;orld. 

JIlJIhiE’^ CIIahGJ 

The Congress President emphatically denied Mr. Jinnah’s 
assertion that the Congress cr.ated obstacles in the v;ay of the 
League forming liinlstries or that they ignored the i-bsllm 
League in provincial assemblies where Gon^res^ liad an absolute 
majority. "I regret," Maulaira azad said, "Thai she actual 
facts of the situation have not boon correctly assasood. In 
sx fact a wrong interpretation is put on the actual approach 
¥*ich the Congress haS made in regard to formation of Ministries* 

MIlICTliY-ILJCIMG 

"In Sind although the strength of the League Party was 
28 and that of the Coalition Party was 29, a clear offer was 
made that there should be an all-party Ministry w^ith four 
Ministers each from the League and the Coalition Party res¬ 
pectively. But this offer was turned down, Again in 

Assam where the Congress had agr^absolute majority of 62 in a 
House of 1'08 and therefore did not depend on any "outside" 
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help for the Ability of the Ministry, the Con^iress offered 
to take two Ministers from the League Party on the basis of 
a Coalition, 

"This offer too" the Congress President said "was 
turned down* The Congress has even now kept two places 
reserved which were originally reserved for the League." 


SITUxiTION III 


"In the Punjab a responsible leader of the I’luslim 
League Party suggested the follouang forimila for a coalition 
Ministry : "The Con^riss and League Parties in the Punjab 
agree to lorni a Coalition Party on the basis of egual reprosenta 
ion in the Cabinet and each p^rty to noriinate in the Cc^binet 
its choice. The CiUestion of Pakistan will be left to be 
decided by the r^^apective all-India High Coi-iiTiands of the 
two Parties and will nor be raised in the Punjab Legislative 
assembly by either of us •.:hile the Coalition lasts," 

(Me s a ag e Inc om p le t e ) 
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WHY LHaGDE 

Azad on Ministry Making In 
Punjab 

id‘J DELHI Mar. 18. 

Referring to the League-Congress Coalition fcrimla 
submitted by a prominent Leaguer to him in the Punjab (repeated 
earlier) Maulana Azad said : 


'*I gave my consent to this document even without changing 
a coixia” the Maulana daheb said* “To the best of my information 
and belief,” he said, ”All responsible leaders of the Punjab 
Provincial Idislini League had agreed to this formula and were 


keen on its being accepted by us. But v/hen the question 
was referred to Mr* Jinnah who was then in ahillong, it is said 
that he rejected the forimula except under one condit.ton, namely, 
that no Muslim 'would be included in the quota reserved for the 
Congress Party*” 

”0n the basis of this foiwmula the proposal' v/as tliat 
there should be five Ministers each from the Congress and the 


League Pc^rty respectively. Mr. Jinnah contended that the 
Congress must give an undert-.king tliat no Muslim should be 
included in its quota. I w^as not prepared to agree to this 
dictation. Further it was totally inconsistent with the foiumla 
suggested by the responsibls and prominent Muslim League 
leaders namely that each party had the right to nomln-.te in the 
Cabinet 'any member it chose,” 


■frlY LLaGUE KEPT OUT 

Therefore the choice lay betv:een either section 93 
coming into operation or forming a Coalition "with the Unionist 
Party, which in fact v/as done. It is perfectly obvious that 
the entire responsibility for keeping out of the Ministry 
in the Punjab lies at the door of the League. 

”It is notable,” the Congress President said,”that 
although the convention in the Punjab so far has been that 
Muslims and non-I-^islims in the Cabinet have been equal in 
numberj according to the above formula if the Congress had 
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<$ 

^een left free to offer a Itisllm to the Cabinet, the Muslim majority 
.rovince would also have had a majority of I^slims in the Cabinet. 

DOOH STILL OPSN 

’’Obviously the door is open everywhere and even now if the 
League is prepared to uorli out the formula in its spirit, I 
believe that %li]c Khizr Hyat Khan Tiwana, the Leader of the 
Onionist Party, will prefer not to stand in the way." 

- (a.P.) 
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oifiY miom mn, can 

SOLVE FOOD PROBLEM 



Haiilana azad Explains Food 
Committee Boycott Decision 

Interviewed on Friday, the Congress President, Muulana 
iibiil Kalam Azad, explained to an dissociated Press of India 
representative the Congress decision nos to be represented on 
the Food Advisory Committee proposed by the Viceroy. 

The President said that "the Dorking Committee firmly 
believes that until a National Governraent comes into power, 
no effective work could be done with regard to the food 
crisis. No advisory board can be a substitute for National 
Government. 

"There arc 400 million people in Inaia, out cf whom only 
53 millions can be brought under an effective system of rationing 
and control. These are the Government of India figures. The 
remaining 347 mill ions can be controlled only by creating a 
sense of self-confidence ana self-sacrifice. This senfie would 
not be possible to create unless a Ncitional Oover-raent is formed 
at the Centre." 


-lowGvsr, added ‘’laulana .^zad, the Norkinr Committee had done 


whatever v/aS possible for it to do under the circumstances, as 
coula be found out from its last resolution incorporating the 

I ^ 

15-point programle. Provincial Congress Committees would take 
up propaganda on these lines, and for this necessary instructions 
had already been issued. 
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mAiSTRY-MMIMG Ilf BMGAL 

J^ad Requests European Group To Maintain Strict Neutrality 

So far as the formation of a Ministry was concerned, 
the Congress President thought that the position was somewhat 
different# It was his opinion that in the existing political 
atmosphere the European groups should maintain an attitude 
of strict neutrality and leave it to the Indian groups to act 
as they thought best i the intej-ests of their respective 
provinces# \ 

He felt that it would benefit neither the European 
Party nor any Indian Party to enter into a coalition for the 
purpose of forming -a Ministry in the existing circumstances# 

In Bengal during the life of the last Issembly and recently 
in Sind the European Group have allied themselves with a parti- 
cu3.rt]f party in order to enable it to form a Ministry. In the 
opinion of the President, the European Group had gained nothing 
but lost a great deal by such partisanship# 

Asked about the Parliamentary position in Bengal as it 
had emerged from the general elections, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, the Congress President, told the Associated Press of 
India that he had asked the Provincial Congress Committee to 
convene a meeting of the newly elected Congress members of the 
Bengal Legislature on the 5th April. He proposed to return 
from Delhi on the 5th in order to participate in that meeting. 
The congress President did not wish to say anything on the Pari ic 
-mentary position in Bengal till that meeting tad been held 
and the situation reviewed. 

Replying th another enquiry, Maulana Azad elucidated 
his statement in Patna on Saturday that the Congress would not 
form a coalitaion with the European Group in Bengal when the 
question of forming a Ministry arosev He stated that the Congrel 
was always ready to cooperate with all other parties including 
the European Group in the service of the province^ The situaticn 
which faced the province today rendered such cooperation allthe 
more necessary. The problem of food had become so insistent 
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that it was the first duty of every party to attempt 
to solve it in cooperation with others and for this purpos 
forget all past differences# The Congress Party would 
welcome the coopeBation of the European Group as of any 
other party for such purpose# 
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OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE IN ELECTION 
OPEN CANVASSING FOR LEAGUE 
MAULANA AZAD*S STRONG CONDEMNATION 

Freeze■)>n' s 

Inter-Provincial Conspiracy To Veaken^Struggle* 

^omraenfiing on reports of alleged official Interference 
in /connection with the recent elections to the Central Issembly 
and flifferent provincial legislatures, Maulana Azad said 8 

‘*In spite of a large nass of evidence at my disposal 
I have deliberately refrained from any comment on the manner in 
which the adherents of the Muslim League interfered with the 
free exercise of votes during the election to the Central Ass^bly 
and the different provincial legislatures* The reports which 
I have received about the election to the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly are, however, of a nature that compel me to comment 
publicly on this question* I have it from unimpeachable 
sources the official interference, corruption and XSCiQBHX inti¬ 
midation of the worst type have vitiated the Bengal election in 
a manner that is almost without parallel in the history of 
election anywhere* 

-T 

i 

GOVERNOR’S PARTSANSHIP 

f' 

"The first thing to which I want to draw public notice 

« 

is the open partisanship of Government officials o^all classes 
throughout India for the Mnslim League* Forgetful of their 
oath of neutrality as public servants, they have from Calcutta 
to Peshwar openly and flagrantly acted in the interest of the 
Muslim League* This has been specially noticeable in the case 
of European officials* I have numerous reports on this point 
from almost every province and specially for the North Vestem 
Frontier. In the Frontier Province things went so far that evela. 
Blr George C^ningum^late Governor of the Province^entered the 
lists openly in favour of the League and cavassed against the 
Congress candidates* In a marriage ceremony rt Hotimardan which 
was attended by a large number of influential men of the distric, 
the Governor openly asked the Nawab to join the league and stand 
as a candidate in its behalf, i European Deputy Commissioner 
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sed openly in favour of the League candidate and 

™ Vi 

approached voters indidually. His wife was so keen on the 

t' 

victoy of the League that she forgot her position and approached 
voters individually to persuade them to vote )^for the League* 
There is a custom in the Frontier that when a Pathan offers 
a gift of a’Dopatta* (cloak) to a woman she becomas his sister* 
This lady west to the Pathan voters and asked from them a ’Dopat* 
ta’ a:d said that they conld offer h;r the ‘Dopatta* by voting 
for the League candidate* In spite of these attempts of the 
Governor and his officials the Congress won with a comfortable 
majority in the Province and proved the strength of its hold 
on the people* 

NOT L0-/F FOE ISLAiM 


"I have wondered at times why officials and specially 
the European officials have been so anxious for the success of 
the L-£agiie. No sane person will, for a moment, believe th4t 
this can be due to any special love for Islam and Moslems* T^e 
real reason seems to be that the question of Indian independence 
has reached a stage when it can no longer be denied* The 
officials have, therfore, clung at any straw in order to create 
obstacle for the postponement of that consummation* The support 
for the League is to be explained by their belief that the League 
is perhaps the last card which the Imperialist can play for a 

on 

postponement of the decision the Indian issue. There has, th¬ 
erefore, been an inter-provincial conspiracy of Government 


officials in order to do everything pssible to help the cause of 
the League ^e^dldates and thus try to '/erken the Indian national 
struggle for independence* This is fresh corroboration of the 
popular Indian belief that ir. India it is the bureaucracy that . 
rules and even the Viceroy is often powerless against the offi¬ 
cial clique, for I know that Lord Navell issued instructions for 
strict official neutrality and he is the last person to coun¬ 


tenance such activity of the officials* 
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”So far as the provincial election in Bengal is 
concerned it is a long and sordid story of official interfer¬ 
ence and corruption of the worst type. I propose to discuss 


them on h'ednesday 






MMJLMA AZAD HKETS CABIliET BKISGATION 
Congress Stand ‘Fully & Frinkly* 

Discussion O H FaSDD OH k UNITED INDIA B^IS 
*I Have Come Back Very Happy’ 

NE'.^ DELHI, April 3, 

Maulana Abu] Kalam Azad told Journalists, “I explained the Congres 
stand fully and frankly to«day to the Mission. In all discussions 
v/hich the Corigress participates, we are proceeding on -he basis of 
complete independence without any reservations and on the basis of 
a united India* 

According to Maulana Azad, Mahatma Ga^idhi had indicated both 

^0 the Mission and the Congress President that if he would be of 

to st^-- in Delhi 

any service to them by continuing/he was willing to remain, Maulana 
azad has asked Mahatma Gandhi to stay on axjd e/pects he will do so, 

Maulana Azad was asked if there was any special reason why he had 
spent not more than an hour and three quarters with the Mission, thougl 
three hours had oiigina,'’ly been allotted for his interview, "My inter- 
viexf was for serious purposeful talk|and not for occupying timef" 
he replied. 

The Maulana indicated that Ms meeting with the Mission to-day was 
in the nature of a first sitting, Ke could not, however, say whether 
there would be a series of m-^etings with the members of the 
'•fission, but he expected that after his return from Calcutta ah cut 
April 6 or ?, he would remain in touch v/lth the Mission, 

The Congress President, called on Mahatma Gandhi this morning 
at 6-30 and had talks with him for about an hour, Ha was followed 
by Sardar Vallabhai Patel who remained with tfahatma Gaiidlii for about 
20 minutes. 

Earlier, Dr, Khan Oaheb Frontier Premier, called on MahAtma Gandhi 
at 5-15 and had discussions with him for an hour. 






Matilana Azad called on St Tej Bahardur Sapru shortly after 4 P*M* 
and ¥as with him for nearly an hour. 

Sir Stafford Cripps called on at Manlana Abnl Kalam Azad’s 
residence this afternoon and had a sixty-five-minute talk with him* 
Maulana Azad told Pressmen that the talks were in continuation of the 
rjiorning discussion* 

Mr, Asaf All was also present* 

« GOAL V2HY VhxlY KSAR» 


“Why don*t you nov/ ask me about the distance of our goal as you 
had always been asking me since so many months? I am in a position 
to tell you to-day that our goal is now very very near and we are 
going to reach the same very soon,” 

The above remark was volunteered by Maulana Azad when the special 
representative, bnited Press called on him after his return from 
intervievj with the Cabinet Mission* 

United Press gathers from informed Congress circles that 
in course of interviews with the Cabinet Mission this morning, the 
Congress Presidentj Maulana Abul Kalam azad, emphasised that while 
the intermim government which is to be established at the Centre 
V 70 uld enjoy the status of the present Executive Council of the 
Viceroy pending revision or modification of the Goverriraent of India 
Act, 1935, there must be a deflni':e assurance or vdiat may be cal-led 
a“gentlenian*s'’ agreemen'-” on the part of the Viceroy th^t the majority" 
decision of this inter im government would not be siitgect to his 


‘veto** 

It mav be recalled a similar aESurance was demanded at Ga-.dhiji*s 

V 

instance and eventually secured from Lord Linlithgow in 1937 before 
Congress permiHed its own nominees to form ministries in different 
provinces* 

YjcxW 

Sir Tej Sapru has been requested to continue his stay in 

Ci U a.c4uY 

Delhi to be available for advice and guidance* Sir Tej Bhaderr Sapru 
had originally intended to leave for Allahabad to-day. _ A Pj 




BENGAL ELSCTIONS REEUCiSD TO A MOCKERY 

Hooliganism Of League Supporters 
At Its W orst 

AZAD CITES I^l>lER |Qt33 CASES 

Enquiry Demanded For Grossest Official 
Partisanship 




m\i DELHI, April 4, 


Elections in Bengal were reduced to a mockery, says Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, in a detailed statement. 

ft**"**® * 't *0# ri-.. i 

The League was able to secure their help in order to arouse 

religious fanaticism on an unprecedented scale. Instead of raising or 

discussing any political issue the elections veTe turned into a 

religious crusade. Fatv/as were issued that to vote against the 

"m 

League would lead to eternal dsjnation. Non-league candidates wei’e 
branded as heretics and infidels a .d it was stated th..t the:r 
return would lead to the banishment of Islam from India. Verbal 
exhortation of these Pirs and Koulvis u^ent even beyond the Fatwas. 

PHYdlCAL VIOLENCE 


To the terrors of religious condemnation of the more virulent type 

Iv JO*:* 

aeaie a^-.ded physical violence on an unprecede.itcd scale. The failure 
ofthe Government to maintain peace and order during the elections 
was so glaring that it makes one suspect thaivihere was conspiracy 
behind it. I have already referred to the inter-provincial 
conspiracy of Government officials to help the League in the recent 
elections. In Bengal this conspiracy was seen in its mo^t naked 
form. In many cases officials openl-y sided with the League. I have 
been told by responsible public men, whose veracity I have no reason 
to doubt, that an overv/helmlng majo ity of rfusllra officials have 
acted in a manner which made it difficult to understand whether they 
'were public servants or agents of the League. Lower officials were 
encouraged and emboldened when they found that higher authorities 
took no notice of their activities. 

I have little doubt that if an impartial tribunal is appointed 


to investigate into the matter it will bring to light cases of 
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tiie grossest partisanship, favouritism, intervention and 
neglect of duty^Numerous officers, high and low. Their conduct 

such as to make one doubt the results of the efetions Itself, and 
has led to charges that they have in many cases trampered even with 
the ballot boxes. 


Apart from the invocation of divine displeasure A and unconcealed 
official partisanship, the League depended chiefly on intimidation and 
violence for its electoral success. Candidates were denied the 
freedom of movement necessary for the election campaign. Polling booths 
became centres of violence and hooliganism. Secrecy cf the ballot was 
viilated. Polling ^Tgents cf ether parties ware r.ot allo\;ed to act. 

A ■ ' * TiT •' 'V M '■ V 


liouses of non-Leagiui candidates ai'^d their supporters were msdL set 

on fire. There are irnromerable cases of assault and battery. Neither life 

:.or property cf non-League caiodidates was safe, lor was this due to 

jSis overwhelming cuppe^'t of the League by the general people. Other 

parties had issued strict instructions to their adherentc to maintain 

s peaceful atoiosphere; but the restraint of all thy other parties 

Cl 

:nly served to a,,,,ravjLs the hooliganism and violence of the supporters 
:f the League* Theie a. e various places in Bengal where thete is 
considerable support for other parties and there is little doubt that 
in such areas candidates of the I'^slim Parliamentary Board of the 
ihlshcX Proja Party would have, if they had sc desired, retaliated 
against hcoll^,w-nism, but they wer^ bent on maintaining an atmosphere 
of peace and non-violence, supporters of non-Ieagtie caiidinates too] 

matters in their own hands as in B^ndsal, sone parts of Khulna. Farldpur, 
mensingh and flirshidabad -ncl resisted hooligansim, non-Loague 
candidates were returned with overwhelming maiorities. 

GLAhING BXaMFL-3 


T'K 


It is impossible for me to mention all such instances in the 
-curse of a brief statement but a few of the more Jaring scasples are 


detailed below s- 




yrlday^_._ABril. ^1946. 


(l) A large number of Pirs and Jdillahs ¥ere induced by the 
league to issue ^Fatwas* or edit exhorting voters to vote for 
League Candida es on pain of eterriul punishment after death* 

C2) As instances of official interference I would refer to 
Mr. Jalalucidin Eashemi, ex-De:uty 3peak.;i‘ of the Bengal Legislative 
assembly who charged the Sub-Bivisional Officer, aatl:hirn_,for 
inciting the mob to attack his car at the Mahmudpur polling, centre 
on the 19th of March. The District >!a.gistrate had to int ervene 
and is.ue an in^uncticn under - .cticn 144* Mr. Faalul Hu?^^ wrote to 
the Governor that a circle officer^ in the B^gcrhat constituency was 
w. close relation of his rival, Dr. Mcaszam who \;as the league candidat 
Tin's officer had already served for six years in the area and acquired 
rcnsiderable local influence 
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official EUpjcrt a.:d influence. 

Ih-. Naucher «.li, ex-Speaker 
openly charged a high district o:^ficial of pa:tisanship vdth the 
league and wii d tc the Governor that even the selection of sites 
for the poliing booth shewed his partisanship. nJl his protests were : 
vain. 

^TTaCE CN C^nDi:;.;.TEB 

(3) The raoveaent of can idates and their supporters waS inter¬ 
fered with at every step, xteports of t he attack on Mr* Faalul Ruqi 
Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi and Mr. Mohiuddin hhcin ty the adherents of 
the League have alrc'-ady appeared in the newspaper^. Such Interference 
by the League increased during the provincial elections. On 5th 
December, 1945, Mr. Syed Jalailud'din Hasheisl was attacked and his 
Car seriously damaged at Satkhira by hooligans shouting League 
slogans* On 27th December, 1945, he was again assaulted by Leaguers 
in the presence of police officials in Kaliganj police station 
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and the car by which he was travelling overturned* On the 19th 14arch| 
1946, his car was agin attacked by Leaguers and damaged in the 
presence of police officers at the Mamudpur polling centre. 

Mr, Syed Badrudojja, candidate for Berhampur xtural constituency, 
was not allowed by agents of the League to enter the Bhagirathpur 
polling booth vfhich had been captured by hooligans, Dr. Sariaulla, 
candidate for Chittagang North-east constituency was attacked on 
the 5th March at Nannupur in Phatikchari police station in the 
presence of the sub-registrar, the Mubarnudan r!arriage ^.egistr^r, the 
President of the bnion Board, and tlie head master of the local school 
by agents of the League who s^mashed his motor car. The next 
day, another car ±n which he was travelling wa.-. tiu'ncd back from 
Fatehabad, and when he tried to travel by train, he v/as pelted iv'ith 
stones at Ghcudhiiryh:.t hailway station. Mr. 3yed NaUsher Ali,,es- 
Speaker of the Bengal assembly^was « tacked when addressing meetings 
at Magura, Bongaon, Hahata, Charabhita, and Lohatare, .4 Nahata, 


M w 


a> i hir-^.Q by him was thro\;n in the river ao. it is reported 
that a man wounded th-#4r subsequently succumbed to his injuries. 

aDDLCTah .ad; C^dFIIL.D 

Mr. nabibur iwhman Choudhury, a candidate from Tippera 

North-East, v/as abducted and kept confined till rescusod by the 

Dolice. Mr. Nasem ali, a candidate for KishoreganJ WaS kept confined 

iS.cJ 

In his house under tlireat of murder. Miu Mohiuddin Mr. Barat 

r 

Ali, a cancldate from BeraJgcJiJ was abducted nal forced to declare 
that he would withdraw froai the election conle^'t. The" house-s- ^f 

The house;of Moulvi heasuddin Anmad, candidate 
from llilpham^ri arrl Moulana Maniruu Bamain Islamabadi, a candidate 

V 

from Chittagong were burnt. Nhen the fire fighting service 

I 

from Sa^dpur tried tc put out the fire the hoolignxos cut the 
hose pipe and threatened those vNno came to help him. Moulvi Abdur 


Rezak, candidate from Feni was prevented from going to the goiling 
station ojgfthe date of polling and was not allowed hy hooligans 
to come out of his house to submit the names of his polling agents. 


(4) Cases of intimidation and violence at the polling station 
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are reported from almost every constituency in Berhampur rural 

constituency,* hooligans captured^tHe polling booths at Goruimair, 

Bhagirathpur and Jalangi centres, assaulted and drove away genuine 

voters and recorded bogus votes at will. Bimilar incidents hapened 

at the Srappur, Miksimil^, Chankhali and Jamirahat polling centres 

in Khulna Sadar constituency. Voters were similarly assaulted 

k'tv- 

driven away and bogus votes^recorded in Katirahat, Kannupur, 

Gahira and Fatehpur polling centres in Cr.ittagong north-east 
constituency, a]: Fatehpur, iur *i.harnad} the election agent of Dr. 
Banaulla^was assaulted aisd r^obbed in bi‘cad daylight. The Madrasaj 
library and mosoue at Nazirhc.t in Fatikchari Police -'tation were 
burnt. 

In Feni constituency, voters were driven '"rom baraadin 
Bundarpur, ndharbani, Pathannagar and Fulgazi polling centres and 
ballots were found in packets of fift-en and twenty inside the 
ballot box. Similar reports have been received from almost every 
polling centre in the district of Jessore. 

NdED C? ndXIBY 
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It is for me a painful tafek tc have to record such seve; 
indictment of Government officials generally and of Ifuslim officers 
in p,.rticularj but I have been forc-wi to do so by a sense of duty. 
Excesses are to be deprecated even if they are co.Tmittel by 
non-official supporters of the rkslim League, but they become 
intolerable v/hen they a.ie committed by members of t’le public servic 
who break their otth of office and act pa'tisans of a political 
organisation. I am convinced that a strong case has been made 
for an enqiiiry into the conduct of officials who have been 
mentioned to me by name by prominent public men on a charge of 
grave dereliction of duty and the Government owe it to themselves 
and to the futux^ advance of the province to hold a wholesale 
enquiry. I am further convinced that if such an enquii'y is 

G- 

conducted, the elctlons are bound to be set aside in many 
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constituencies in Bengal and if elections are held in a 
manner where voters can exercise their franchise freely and 
without fear a large majority of such seats will he won 
by candidates opposed to the policy of the Itaslim 
League - (A»P«) 
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HOY ELECTSD PAIiTY lEADM 

Congress Legislators* Meeting s 
Manlana Azad*s Advice 


At a joint meeting of the newly elected Congress members 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and also Congress members 
of the Bengal Legilative Gcnncil held on Friday evening j,t 
the Ktimarsingh Hall, Calcutta, 3j, Kiran dazihar Hoy was 
unaiiimonsly elected leader of the Bengal Asse.ibly Congress 
Party and also President of the Bengal Cingress Parliamentary 
Party, 

Maulana abnl Kalar nzad who arrived by air from Hew Delhi 
presided, 

^AD*3 .A:YICE 

Addressing the meeting Maulana Azad Said th^t they were 

irery near the desired goal of freedom to-»day. To reach it 

they had to go just three steps. Ei'i they im'iSt be very 
CcXU-t'ScU-S 

ewytws, for, if they took one wron^ step the country might 
go back a long v;ay. 

liany pitfalls beset the few paces that had yet to be 


tuoa, 

such as in 

■'isclpliiH ana 

- C T >'N '' ** 

f" 1 " ^ 0 r 

mjit guard 

against them, 

-.r\- 1 cr 4 -Wo 


, ana 


Unity and discipline were t’o" two essential i 
moment• 


yo ,•> r - c 


of the 


Ee Said that though, according to the calendar, only nine 


years had els^psed since the first Eengd Legislature under 
the 1935 constitution met,the ccurUry had advanced by 53 or 
ev^en 100 years during the period. 

Later, Maulana Sahib replied to ouestions pr4t by members. 
Replying to one .uestion he said that the Congress had 
mafte its position abundantly clear that it wanted one 
structure for the whole of India in which the units would 
co-operate, vihatever Mr. Jlnnah might do,the Congress would 
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not deflect from the course it had adopted. The Congress 
President declined to disclose the nature of his talks 


with the Cabinet Mission. 

He advised patience when asked by press representative 
whether a Congress-league coalition ministry was possible 
in Bengal and whether negotiations between the two parties 
were in progress. ... 
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AJRE AT DOOR O F INDEPEHDENCE” 

Maulana Azad*s Optimism About Delhi Talk 
Outcome 

* • • 


liCiv' DKIIII, a.pril 7. 

In an interviev/ to United Press dpeclnl depr^centative, 
J4a\ilana Kalao Asad, Centre-e President, ^aye Interest! 

answer to some of the questions put to him, i.nJicating the 
trend of talks irlth the British Cabinet Mission .n:d chaiices 
of its 3occe:-'3, 

To the buestion - *hn.'e you optimistic ab^ut ihe outcome 


of the present 

>' r? o t i '• +■ 

ions ?** the Mnalaiia 

, msvered ' 

with a 

beaming face, 

riT- Ty,^ n V 

XaX . .i. 

every thing is in 

?xy favciir 

hi ^ ‘f’ 

1 . ,4r »• a 

the climate* I 

UVJ ^ .V ^ '* 

the otln-r day and 

I tell you 

no'w, that 


;/e are at the door of oi-r terple of indepoi:d''- 2 c-e* se ‘.;ijl read 
it very soon.’* 

ijijesti'■'lii .»hy ar-e so ai.'Ch optim.istic? D'~> yes: think +l:e 

Tmp-‘ri_listc intent to .-nit the dnpl---? ? 


’,' 01 ' “» The fc 

roes that are w 

orbing in India 

are co- 

' quit. They 

Caon^'t help it. 

Co.. 

: r 11 0 n s ai: si 

forces 

rking in ti:e 

corrr-ry have 

aken 

a ne’'j turn 

l.ri 

and against 

t}2e Gov:nnme:d, 

I h. 

„ve boon ans 

? J >.•' A JL. A 


4 - 

- h* 


since my relsaoo l:o June l^st» The sit"a-.tinn Is such to~d-.y 
ths.t I find hopes on nil si-les. 

Q, - hill Conb're-s make nn':"Ther ath-snp^; to bsiny about 
a rapprocliernent with th- tin slim Leab^io ? 

A - I do not Want tc answer t’nis 'ran;-: ’:lon. 1 luy bo nis- 
understood. 

Mariana da ib adde-i, explainin- the posith-n os the 
Cenrress, ” Cono-oss stands for indeDendence without reservation 


ising the va 

rtetv 

V 

of 

lii'.ira and 

in order to 

give 

tlie 

amount 


of freedom to the urdts created after Eedistribution of bounda¬ 
ries of the present provinces, Congress stands for a great deal 
of autonomy to each Unit within the feej^ation, so that units 

may live as they wish.” - (U.P), 
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MAD PaflSS TiiLK ON CQNFSDERATIOIf PLAH 


M D2LHI, April 13. 

The Congress Working Comniittoe held a further sitting 
this morning at the .ongress Presideni:*s residence. Ihe session 
lasted two and a half hours. 

The Congress President,Maulana ACul Kalam Azad^told the Press 
that the Coimnictee h.-d further discussion on the present negotia¬ 
tions • 

The Congress President said th-t the questions of Confedera¬ 
tion did not arise before the Coriimittee either in the morning or 
afternoon sitting of the Committee yesterday. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress Pr^^sident, after coming out 
of the morning sitting of the Congress Working Committee, told 
waiting pressmen th^t he had b.^n surprised to read in the papers 
about the Working Committee discussing a confederation plan for 
the settlment of the Indian constitutional issue. That story had 
absolutely no foundation whatsoever, he said 6nd added: ’*Neither 
in the morning sitting nor in the evening sitting of the Committee 
yesterday did we discuss anything like it.” - (A.P.) 



■gS 

i 

Tuesday, April 16> 1946 . 

AZAD^S VISION OF FRSS INDIi 
A S0CIALI3T REGIME 

Square Meal & Square Deal For Workers 
& Peasants 

L0WJX)N, April 14. 

. Maulana Abul Kai^am Azad, the Muslim President of the National 
Congress^told the New Delhi correspondent of ’Reynold's News’: 

"liy vision of a free India is of a Socialist India. I want 
to see the millions of workers and peasants of my country get a 

WI 4 . 0 X CX/yvcl C3L 

^square deal as a matter of right." 

Another comment he made was : "I agree with Earnest Bevin 
that the old concept of State Sovereignty will have to be given 
up in time and that thd Sovereign Powers of the individual States mu¬ 
st be merged in a world authority." 

Of future Inii-Ji-British relations, A«ad is reporv<=d as 
saying s "The future relations of our two countries are to be 
regulatod by a Treaty and I have no doubt that the terms of the 
Treaty will be acceptable and mutually beneficial to both India 
and Britain as the Treaty will be signed by two independent and equ¬ 
al partners." 

He added that th^: question of Iniia remainig in the British 
Commonwealth was primarily a question for the constitution-making 
body, but said that if the Inaian-British negotiations were 
settled satisfactorily, " Inuia will have more friendly relations 
with the Britsh than with any other peoples." 

The New Delhi correspondent of the ’Sunday Chronicle’ 
reports that Congress has a"secret nev/ plan for independent India" 
which has been approved by the V/orking Committee and which Azad, as 
the President of the Committee, will^^lay before the British Cabinet 
Mission on s/^'adnesday." 

The plan is said to be on the basis of confederation. 

- (Globe). 
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A2AD LIK3:S C.R, TO BE LSADBR 
MADRAS MII-IISTRY-MAKING 
Wire To Tamil Nad C.C. President 

MADRAS, April 15. 

The Congress President has sent the following telegram 
dated 12th instant to Mr. Kararaj Nadar, President of the Tamil 
Nad Congress Committee. The telegram reads ” Please convey 
the following message to the party meeting on the 18th. After 
considering all aspects I advise the election of Mr. C. Hajagopal- 
achari as the party leader. Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhai 
Patel also hold the same view. But we do not v/ish to impose our ad¬ 
vise on you. If the majority of the party does not want to follow 
our aavise, it is free to decide on its own responsibility.” 


• • • 





AZAD^S ANALY SIS 


Congress Formula The Only Solution 


M DELHI, April 16. 

Stating his views as an Indian and a Muslim on Pakistan 
and Mr. Jinnah’s tijo-nation theory Kaulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
the Congress President, in course oi a stc^teicent ( substantially 
published yesterday) said i 

” as is Will-kno¥n, Mr. Jinnah’s Pakistan scheme is based 

on his t¥o-nation theory. His thesis is that India contdins 

many nationalities based on religious differences. Of them 

the two major nations, the Hindus and liuslims, must as separate 

notions have separate States, w'hen Dr. Edward Thomson once 

-It WHaU 

pointed out to hr. lihtoi th-.t Hindus an Muslims live side 
by side in thousands of Inaian trwns, villages and hamlets, 

Mr. Jinhah replied th^t this in no way affected their separate 
nationality. Two nations, according to Mr. Jinnah, confront 
one another in every h.mlet, village and town, and he, therefore, 
desires^ that they should be sep^-rated into two States. 

“ I am prepared to overlook all Qth«r aspects of the 
problem and judge it from the point o view of Muslim 
interests alon®^. I shall go still fu. ther and say that if it can 
be sho\m that the scheme of Pakistan can to c.jay way benefit 
Muslims as such, I would be prepared to accept it myself and 
also to work for its acceptance by others. But the truth is that 
even if I examine the scheme from the point of view of the 
communal interests of the Muslims themselv^cs, I am forced to 
the conclusion that it can in no way benefit them or allay 
their legitimate fears. 







.Wednesdayv Mrll m IH6 , 



MUSLIMS Ig ^HIxTOSTAI»STATE 

♦*Let us consider dispassionately the consequences which 

will follow if we give effect to the Pakistan scheme* India 

will be divided into two states,one with a majority of Muslims 

t 

and ehe other of Hindus. In the Hindustan State there will remain 
3|t crores of Muslims scattered in small minorities all over 
the l^d. With 17 per cent in U.P. 12 percent in Bih'.^r and 
9 per cent in Madras, they will be weaker than they are to-day 
in the Hindu majority provinces. They have had their homelands 
in these regions for almost a thousand years and built up the 
most well-known Centres of Muslim culture and civilisation 
there. 

SOLV.^3 NO PnOBLdMS 

•* They will awalcen overnight and discover that they have 
become aliens and foreigners, Back-v/ard industrially, education¬ 
ally and economically, they will be left to the mercies of wh-^t 
would become an unadulter-.ted Hindu rtaj, 

*’Gn the other hand, their position v;ithin the Pakistan 
state will be vulnerable and weak. Howhere in Pakistan will 
their majority be comparable to the Hindu majority in the 
Hindustan State. In fact, their majority \cLll be so slight 
that it will be offset by the economical, educational and 
political lead enjoyea by non-Muslims in these ai’eas. iven if 
this were not so and P-diistcUi w^re overwhelmingly Muslim 
in population, it still coul,., h:.rdly solve the problem of 
Kuilims in Hindustan. Two states confronting one another offer 
no solution of the problem of one another’s minorities, but only 
lead to retribution and reprisals by introducing a system of 
mutual hostages. The scheme of Pakist^ji therefore solves no 
problem for the Muslims. It cannot safeguard their rights 
where they are in a minority nor as citizens of Pakistan 
secure them a position in India or world affairs which they 
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would enjoy as citizens of a major state like the Indian Union. 

MOTIONAL FRENZY 

"It may be argued that if, Pakistan is so much against 
the interests of the Muslims themselv,s, why should such 
a large section of Mussalmans be swept away by its lure. 

The answer is to be found in the attituie of certain communal 
extremists among the Hinaus. When the Muslim League began to 
speak of Pakistan, they read into the scheme a sinister pan- 
Islamic conspiracy and began to oppose it'j(put of fear that it 
foreshadowed a combination of Indian Muslims with trans-Indian 
Muslim States. The opposition acoea as an incentive to the 
adherents of the League, With simple though untenable logic, 
they argued th.t if Hindus were so opposed to Pakistan, surely, 
it must be of benefit to Muslims. An atmosphere of eraoLional 
frenzy was created which made re-,..sunable appraisement impossible 
and swept away especially the younger and more impressionable 
among the Muslims, liigv e y hawerir, ng- d'oubf - tho I have, 

however, no doubt that when the present frenzy has died down 
and the question can be considered dispassionately, those who now 
support Pakistan will themselves repudiate it as harmful for 
Muslim interests. 

lilSIUUaHY PO WIR IN H lOVINCJS 

"The formula which I have succeeded in making the Congress 
to accept secures whatever merit the Pakistan scheme contains, 
while all its defects and drawbacks are avoided. The basis of 
Pakistan is the fear of interference by the Centre in Muslim 
majority areas as the Hindus will be in a majority in the Centre. 
The Congress meets this fear by granting full autonomy tonthe 
provincial units and vesting all residuary power in the provinces. 
It also has proviaed for two lists of Central subjects, one compuli 
-ory and one optional., so that if any provincial units so want, 
it can administer all subjects Itself except a minimum delegated 
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to the dentre. The Congress S(5lieineif therefore, ensi^res th„t Muslim^ 
majority provinces are internally free to develop- as they will, 
but can at the same time influence the Centre on all issues which 
affect -India as a whole. 


ALLAYIHG mSLB! FEAR 

”The situation in India is such that all attempts to 
establish a centralised and unitary government are bound to 
fail. Ecually, doomed to failure is the a l tempt to divide India 
into two states. After considering all aspects of the question, 

I hc;.ve come to the conclusion th t the only solution can be onjthe 
lines embodied in the Congress formula uhich allov/ room for 
development both to the provinces aad to India as a whole. The 
Congress formula maets the fears of the Muslim majority areas 
to allay which the scheme.^ of Pakistan was formed; on the other 
hand, it avoids the defects of the Pakistan scheme which would 
bring the Muslims where they are in a minority under a purely 
Hindu Government.” - 

I am one of those who consider the present chapter of 

communal bitterness and differences as a tr. nsient phase in 

Indian life. I firmly hold that they will disaype^n when India 

assumes the responsibility of her own destiny. I am reminded 

of a saying of Mr. Gladstone th-t the best c -re for a man’s fear 

of the water was to throw him into it, for he v/ould then learn to sa 
ouol'm 

ana realise that it is not so dangerous as it had seemed to 
his imagination. Similady India must assume responsibility and 
administer her own affairs. Whevulndia attains her destiny, she 
will forget the present chaper of corronunal suspicion .-.nd conflict 
and face the problems of modern life from a modern point of view, 

I pitinhBfytgwiF 

Differences will no doubt persist, ^ut they will be economic not 
communal. Opposition among political parties ’will continue, but 
they will be based, not on religi/on but on economic and political 
issues. Class and not community will be the basis of future alig¬ 
nments and policies will be shaped accordingly. If it be argued thai 

this is only ^aith which events may not justify 
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I would say that in any case the nine crores of Muslims 
consitute a factor which nobody can ignore and. whatever 
the circumstances, they are strong enough to safeguard their 
own destiny.” - (A.P.) 









FIGHT AGAINST SMUTS* BILL 

Azad*s Messages India To Support Miy 
Well-Thought Out Struggle 

lUm DSLHI, April 19* 

«It is difficult to advise from a distance. Suffering will 
be yours. If you have strength and self-sacrifice you will 
count no suffering too great. But you are final judges. Your 
deputation here strongly favours passive resistance. Inaia 
will support any well-thougtt out struggle. Support can only 

he moral. May God guide you.” 

Thus days Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, 
in reply to a cable from the Transvaal Indian Congress asking 
for a message to be read at a meeting of the Indians at Johann¬ 
esburg on Sunday^ next to protest against the passing of the 
anti-InuLan bill. 
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nm P..TH TO WORLD PEAGS 
Azad*s Optimism Res Delhi Talks 

DSHHA DUN, April 24. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad addressing a gathering here 
while on his way to Delhi from Mussoorie sails ^Hitherto the 
fate of countries was decided on battlefields but these days 
we are having a new experience in world history in as much 
we are being offered indepandencby Britain. If this comes 
true, the world which is starving for peace, will be thankful 
to India for showing - now path to world peace.” 

The Congress President struck a noaJof optimism regarding 


Delhi talks - (A.P.) 






ECT CONGRESS PRESIDENT 


Working Committje Members Agree 


NEW DELHI April 26, 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is the most likely next Congress 
President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who has held this office for 
six years now - the longest period for any individual to be 
Congress President - in a statement to-day declared tht under 
the present circumstances, Pandit Nehru is the best choice. 

He aided that his colleagues in the VJorkint-: Committee shared his 


view. 

Maulan-. Azad says: ”Now th^.t election of Congress delega¬ 
tes from different provinces is over '^nd the time has come 
for the coice of President for next year, I consider it my duty 
to plivce my views on the '.uestion before the public. Ever since 
I came out of Jail, there h...ve bee:] sueg.-stions from various 
quaroers that I should continue as President for another year. I 
have tri'.uJ to discourage such move for reasons which I shall now pi 
ace befor the public. I h.,vc borne responsibilities of Congress 
President for oV;;r six years concinu usly a p-^-riod thet was impre- 
c.'dented in the hisoory of the Congress. Circums tanc, s U'crc such 
that this was inevitable, and I h ve triod to discharge my duties 
and serve my ccuntry to the best of my ability. Now, however, 

I must ask to be excused. *.fter consi- dt is-/ ^7 

belief thc.t the person best suited to carry out these duties in 

the changed circumstances is Pandit Jawarharlo.1 Nehru. This is 
my personal opinion, but I am glad to find from informal discussion 
with friends and colleagues that they share my opinion. The choice 
hov/ever, is with the delegates and they are free to ex .relse 
their right as they will. - (KP.) . 
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G0IfGH3S^ PaS3ID~i;iTSIiIP 

Ho Change Till Plenary ■'Session : 

Azad iXpl'dns Position 

FEW DELHI April 28. 

The Congress President Maulana iibul Kat^ain xizad in an interview 
stated that his attention had been drawn to the various Press 
coiiiments regarding the assumption of office by a nev; President. 
Constitutional position had b ;en misunderstood by many, .aid foreign 
Correspondents could not be blamed if they had added the confusion. 

The position w^s that the new Congress delegates proceeded 
the election of a president for the next year almost inimediutely 
after their own election, but the person chosen remained the 
President-elect till he had presided over the plenary session. He 
became the Preside .t of a.I.C.C only at the subjects Committee of 
the pien^.ry session. 

Asked further if there v/as any truth in the repor'cs that he 
•wanted to hand ov^^r charge to the new incumbent even before the 
session, the Congress President sail th^t he had ben President 
continuously for six years and was looking forwai’d to laying down 
thv. burden of office. 

The constitution of the Congress was, hov/evn'*, explicit on the 
point an, did not furnish a change over till the plenary session. 

It w s difficult to lay down an exact date foiAhe next 
session but obviously it could not be before November -.t the 
earliest. 

Muchyhe desired rest, he did not want to .■ijj.ate the rules or 
create a new precedent for consider^.tions of personal convenience 
and would carry on till the next plenary session. . 
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THRBAlSIiD RLY, STHIKB 


Azad’s Appeal Against Precipitate 
Ac t i 0 n 


SIMLA, May 3. 

An appeal to railway men in India not to take any precipitate 
action at this stage when delicate negotiations are going on and 
the country is threatened with a famine during th:; next two or three 
months, is made by Maulana Aiiul Ka:|.am Azad, the Congress President, 
in a statement issued to-day. 

The statement has b^en issued on the eve of the threatened 
strike of raiMymen. 

The following is the text of the Congress P.-esident*s statement: 

«I have been aware for some time past of the grievances and 
complaints of Inaian railway men* They have bean pressing for 
revision, gradual absorption of tr.-ined temporary railwayman into 
the permanent cadre ana improvement in their conditions of work with 
special reference to hours of employment and leave rules. They have 
again and again declared t eir willingness fo abide by the 
decision of an arbitrator if the Government consider their demand 
unjustified, I understand, however, th t after great delay, only the 
questions of hours of employment and leav.; rules have referred 
to adjudication, 

’’The recent ballot for strike has proved the widespread 
discontent which to-day obtains among railwaymen, I have every 
sympathy with their genuine grievances and have bean convinced 
of their good faith by thc^ir readiness to refer ail questions in ■ 
dispute to adjudication. The Congress which attempts to solve all 
disputes, whether political or industrial, by methods of discussion 
and negotiation, cannot but support the Federation’s demand for 
adjudication on the question at issue. 

’’The r ail way men of India should, however, remember one thing* 
They are a part of the nation and therefore what concerns the nation 
concerns them equally. They know that at present delicate negotia - 
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are going on for a settlement of Indians political problem. They 
must realise that there can be no real solution of their own diffi¬ 
culties till the country is free. They also know the acute food 
situation in the country. May and June threaten to be the most 
difficult period and any dislocation in transport during this 
critical period may prove to be disastrous. 

have had detailed reports of the case of railwayman 
frora Mr. Humayun Ka^ir, Fresident of the B.A, Railway Employees* 
Association. I would have sent him to Bombay to persuade railwaymen 
that at this juncture the solution of all problems depends upon a 
satisfactory political settlement, but importanlt work compels me 
to detain him here. I would appeal to railwaymen not to take any 
precipitate action at this state. They will only strenglihen their 
case if they now hold their hands for the s..ke of national interest.* 


= U.P). 
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NOT TO YIELD ON MY FUMDxd4-i.NTiiLS 
UNITY <Sc IND2aPSND~:ai-ICS 

Azad Reiterates Congress Stand at 
Tripartite Conference 

SIMLA, May, 6 . 

It is believed that the Congress President, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad*s speech at this mornings* Tripartite conference 
followed the broad outlines of his letter to the Secretary of 
State, in reply to the invitation to ohe Congress to attend the 
conference. Maulana Azad is understood to have reiterated the 
Congress stand and made it clear that the Congress had gone 
the maximum extent to meet the legitimate grievances of the 
minorities, particularly the muslims, in the formula which he 
enunciated in his statement issued from delhi. Maulana ^izad is 
reported to h-ve emphasised, that the Cungress could not agree 
to any scheme or proposal for a new constitutional set up which 
envisaged division of the country. The Congress stood by its 
policy of unity of India through federation, with the province! 
exercising the ma:'Cimum amount of autonomy including residuary 
powers. The Congress could not lo^se sight of its main objective, 
namely, Indian independence. No scheme or proposal which militated 
against these two caj7dinal principles of the Congress - unity and 
complete independence of India - would be acceptablo to the 
Congress. The acceptance of the invitation by the Congress to 
attend the conference was,as indicated in his letter subject 
to these condilfeions . Maulana Azad is also reported to have made 
it clear th-t the Congress would not yield on these fundamentals. 
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MlimY STRIKE QM JUNB 27 IF DMMDS lOT MST 
AZAD»S APPEAL TO YICBxiOY 

BOMBAY, May 5. 

A New Delhi message states that the Congress President, Maulani 
Ahul Kalam Azad, who has been taking a very great interest in the 
threatened all-India railway strike, has written to Lord Vla-vell, 
the Viceroy of India, urging upon him to intervence in che matter 
and avert a serious crisis which a strike of r ailv/aymen at the 
present ;)uncture is bound to cause. 

The Congress President has urged upon the Viceroy ±e 
prevail upon the Railway Board either to meet the demands of the 
i^lwaymea or at least agree to refer their demonds to adjudication 
so as to reassure the men that their demands are not being neglects 
The Congress President has stressed the importance of averting a 
general strike of railwaymen at the present juncture. 

It is understood that the Congress Presi .ent has been assured 
that the matter is receiving the immediateattention of the 
Viceroy, 

Prof, Eumayun Kabir, President, D.A, Railway Employee’s 
Association, announcing Congress President’s intervention requests 
that no final step should be taken pending the outcome of the 
endeavours of the Congress President,,.*- ( A.P. & U.P,) 
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HOy 3I}€,A T.>iLKS FAILED 

POINTS OF FUHD.uvE NT.^X DIFFSESICS 

Pull Text Of Tripartite Correspondence 


NEW DELHI, M, 


> AAca, 


18, 


Points of fundamental difference which caused the failure 
of the Simla Conference are revealed in the tripartite 
correspondence published to-day comprising 21 documents and ru¬ 
nning to fourteen printed pages. The letters exchanged by 
the three parties set out the principles and suggested points 
of agreement put foin^rard by the Cabinet Mission, a meaiorancluni 
embodying the miniiium demands of the Muslin League axid points 
suggestion belialf of the Congress as basis of agr easnt. 

The Conference 'shich opened on Sunday, May 5, came near 
breakdovm on May 8. On that date Mr, •Tlmah, in a le'iter to 
the Eectst^ry of otate, s.-.id that no useful purpose vvould be 
served by disdsssing Ihe points suggested by the Cabinet Missionc 
In a letter, dated, ^b;y 9, the Congress President stated that 
the Cabinet Mission's suggestion's were not acceptable and 
went on to 3u._gest the formation of s.n interim Provlaioiial 
Government and i-efereuce to an indepandent tribunal of 
matters in dispute con>cerning the Constituent assembly, 

Meetings between Pandit Ilehru and Mr. Ji:aiah followed, 
XsKttfc ISsfeXH In letters conesrning th:se meetings, Paicdit 
Hehru discussed the question of choosing a s\?it^-blc- umpire 
and £.Md It v:ould be desirable to exclude Englishmen, 

Ifesliis and Eihhs. He added that he and his colleagues had 
drawn up a list from which a choice could be made and he 
presumed that Mi‘. Jinnah had also prepared a list of possible 
umpire, Mr. Jinnah replied that in their Meetings not only 
the fixing of an umpire but several other points were discussed 
and that no agreement was arrived at on any of them. 

Following is the full text of the correspondenfee and 

documents connected with the conference between the Cabinet 


, Hindus, 




SuMav.. May 19, 1946 . 


Delegation and His Excellency the Viceroy and representatives 

of the Congress and^Jluslims Leact^e in liay 1946 J- 


SECY. OF STri?E*3 LET' 




Letter from Lord Fethick-Lav/rence tof-laulana Abnl Kalarn Azad 

J n'vivxak 

and Mr. 3 ^ hhuji )dated 87th April, 1946. 

The Catinc-t MibSion onj His hncelleiicy the Viceroy have 
carefully reviewed the opinion:, e.Tpressed to them by the various 
representatives they have interviev/ed aiad h..vG come to the 
conclusion th..t they should make one further attempt to obt-^in 
agroemer.t betKoen the Musllii League and the Congress* 

“They realise that it vorld be useless to ask the tv;o 
parties to meet unless they weae able to place before them a 
basis of negotiation vl.ich coult lead to such aa agreement* 

I am, thorefor-e, ^^^kel to invite the Mia slim Leagio? to 
send four negotiators to meet the Cabinet Mi.sion and the 
Viceroy together uith a simil,vr nurbsr from the Congi'*e3s 

(X 

koi'king Committee vith^vieu to discussing the po-.sibility 
of agreement upon a scheme ba3|£d upon the folloiving 

fundamental principles 

” The future constitutional strucr.urc of B.itish India to be 
as follovs s- 

wi ^ It* 

A Union Govern-.«4i« dealing uith the. folloving subjects J- 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Go.imunications. There will be 
two Fourps of provinces, the on-:, of the predominantly 
Hindu provinces and the other of tho predominantly Muslim 
provinces dealing with all other subjects which the p^’ovinces 
in the respective groups desire to be dealt with in common* 

The provincial govenxmciits will deal vfith all other subjects 
and will have all the residuary sovereign sights. 

*’It is contemplated that the Indian Status will take 
their appropi'Ute place in this structure on terms to be 
negotiated wdth them. 
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o*r 


”I woiald point out that we do not thinli: it either necessary 
desirable further to elabouc^te these principles as all other 
matters could be dealt v/ith in the course of the negoti:^tions« 

”If the^ ikislin League arid Congre.s are prepared to enter 
into negotiations on this b^sis you will perhaps be so good as to 
let me know the names of the four peoule appointed to negotiate 
on their behalf. As soon as I receive these I will let you know 
the locus of the negotiations which ^-,ill in all probability 
be in oimla, whei’e the climate will be more temperate,” 

■7'.-Pitr- hOTV 

Letter from the President of the Congress to Load Pethick- 
Lawrence, da^ei 18th April, 1946 

”I thaiik you for your lef'.er of april f7th, I have 
consulted my colleagues of the Congress horlring Cc n.ii^ ee in 


regar.a t; 


Suggestion made by you, an hney desire me to 


inform you that they have al'-ays bsen willing tc liscuss fully 

axiy matters coricoring Lhe future of India with representatives 

of the Ilisllm League or any other orgawis .tion. I /must point 

out, however, that t >io ''fundv..mental principles” wdiich you 

mention require amplific^tioii aad elucidation in order to 

avoid any misua.ierstanding, 

"AS you are aw’a , wc- havs envisaged a Federal Union 

of dutonomous Uaits, auch a ?9f.es.„l Ihiion -mn t of necessity 

deal with certain e.:sential sub.lects. of i/hich defence a xd its 

allied suliects the most important. It mu;,t co organic 

and must have both an enec; tive and legislative m^achinery 

« 1U 

as weU as the finance relating to these sub;|ects and^ power 
to raise revenues for these purooces in its own right. Without 

CL 

these functions and powders it would be v/e|k and disjointed 
and defence and progress in general i/ould suffer. Thus among 
the common subjects in addition to Fbreign affairs^ Defence 
and Communications 5 there should be currency, customs, 


tariffs and such other subjects as inay be found on closer 
to be intimately allied to them* 






iUBoTICN OF GaOlJPS 

**Yoiir ref<;reiic6 to tvo groups of provinces, the one of 
the predominatly Eindu provinces and the other of tlie prsdominantl 
ilaslim provinces, is not clear. The only predominantly Ihaslim 
provinces are the horth-VJest Froatjer rrcvlnce, Sind and Balr.chis- 
tan. Bengal and Bhin^at hc^ve a t-aro ma;;ority* '.-o consider 

it wroiig to from groups of provi._ces under the Fedral Union and 
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event It woulc be uholly rTong to compel a province to function 
against its oyn v:ish* 

’'VEnil^ ue agree to the prorinc-rs havln^ f-.hl pcvei in 
regard to all renaining s’-bjects as nel], as the residual^’ poyors, 
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th„t vhey should to 

v>\ ' 


of the Fedrul Union in regard to the corrnon subjc'-'ts mentioned 
above. The manaei of their coning into ties rnion be considere 
fu2Jy later. 

"You have referred to certain "fundamental principles" but 
there is no mention of the basis i.,.ue before us, that is, 

Indian Independence and the consequent v/ithdra-ral of the British 
xirmy froo India. It is only on this basis that no can- discuss 
the future of India or any interim arran 

"While we are ready to carry on negotiations with, any p^rty 
as to the futuie of India, we inust state our convictions that 
reality will be absent from any negetiations whilst on outside 
ruling power still exists in India. 


'yyi evi 


n^ R 

‘o 
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'*1 have asked tl:^ee of my colleagues of the Congress Ivorking 
Cojimitteej namelyj Paiidit Jauaharlal hehriij oarciar Vallabbai 
Patel and Khan Abilul Ghaffar Khan to accompny me in any 
negotiations that may take place as a result of your suggestion 

t 

LSAGhL LaADSii IcGPLY 

Letter from the President of the League to Lord Pethic 

Lawrence, dated 29th xipril 1946 

thank you for your letter of fie £7th April which I 
placed before my Aork.lng Comfiittee yesterday morning. 

”My colleagues and I fully appreciate tlis furtLor attempt 
that the Cabinet illusion and his ^rscelleiicy tl.-e Viceroy are 
making to bring about an agr'ement between the i-kislim League 
and the Congress by proposing a meeting of the represent-.tive 
of the two org^iis^tions for the purpose of negotiating an 
agr^'';.n-er.t. They, hou^ever, desire me to invite zs your attention 
to the position taken up by the Ihellz League since tni passlig 
of the Lahore .A*solr,tion in 19r^ and thorcafter successively 
endorsed by the All-India -luslic Longue sessions and again 
by the convention of th. Muslim League legislators, as recently 
as the 9th of ^ipril, 1946, as per copy enclosed* 

’’The working Co ..unit toe desire to point out thuit many 
important nia'ters, both of principle dennil, in yourjbriof 
letter, require elucidation and clarific:*ticn, which in their 
opinion, can be achieved at the meeting proposed by you. 

’’Therefore 5 without prejudice or cosuaitmeut, the horkiitg 
Coeimittee, in their arniiety to a:..-iGt in finding an agreed 
solution of the Indian constitutional problem,have authorised 
me to nominate three representatives on behalf of the l’fi!Slim 
League to participate in the negotiations. The follcwir^ aee 
the four names • 1. Mi‘# M.a# Jirmah, 2. Ilawab Hohaimad Ismail 
Khan, 3, ilawabsada Liquat All Khan and 4, d„.rdar iitdiir -at 
Nishtar. ” 




Sunday. May 19^ 1946. 




( A copy of the resolution passed by the pubjects 
Co-amittee to be placed before the All-India >&i£lim league 
Legislators* Coxivention on April 9, 194-6, is enclosed with the 
letter)* 

c-]?nr. T'C 01? 'TIT TO ’ >11 

Letter from LortlPethick-LawrerAce to the President of the 
Congress 5 (hted 29th April, 1946 J- 

"TharA: you for your letter of 28th April. The Cabinet 
Delegation are very glad to knSiv that the Gorn^res;, agre-a to 
enter the Joint discussion sith representatives of the I>iuslim 
League aiid ourselves* 

*h.’e ha^’T tJ’en no?e of the views yov h./'c enpressed on 
bshalf of the working Co-mittee of t!:e Con^yo.s* These appear 
to de^l with ratters v;hich can be discussed at the Conference 
for wa have never c-ntenpl.^'~d that acceptance by Congress 
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ourselves a:sd rear'sent^tivss of the Idisliv League in order 
to discuss it. 

"Assuming th..t the i-fuslir: League, whose reply we ewpect 
to receive in the. coiw-se of the afternoon, Also accept our 
invitation, wc- propose th^t these discussiosis should be held 
at Simla, and intend to move t'i-.ere oursc-lvos on '..ediies ay 
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SEChBTnHY CF ST.iTE TC JlhllaJ: 

Letter from Lo'rd Pethick-Lawrence to the President 
die Muslim League, dated 29th April, 1946 




glA.aikl...t.MaY,...^9££l946 > 


**Thaiik yoi; for your letter of the 29th April. The Cabinet 
Delegation are veiy/glad to know that the l-lusliai League agree 
to enter the loint discussion uith the representatives of 
the Congress and ourselves. I aio glad to say I h..ve received 
a letter frcm the President of the Con^re,js to say that 
are also willing to participate in t e proposed .discussions 
and have noninated Itolana .'^sad, Pandit Ilehru, Jardar Vallabhai 
Patel and Khan -abdul Chatfar Khan as their representatives. 

“We have taken note of the resolution of the I'i'^lim, 

League tc which you' draw cur a-'-ention. ..e have never contemplate 
that acc ptafice by the Muslim League and the Congress of our invi 
tatlon would imply, as a preliminary condition, full approval 
by them of the terms set out in ay letter. These terms are our 
proposed basis for a se' ;leiir-nt and wh^t we have asked the 
Muslim League D'orking Committee to do is to agree tc send its 
representatives to meet ourselves and representativt-rs of the 
Congress in order tc discuss it. 

propose th;.t these discussions should be held at 
Simla and intend to move there ourselves on >,'edneD-iay iient, 

..e hope th..t you will be able to a.Tange for the Tuslim League 
represcniatiVOS tc be in Simla in time tc open the discussions 

on the morning of Thursday, May second." 

( Aqc nAa) : 

1 • droups of P ro vince s *• - 


(a) Composition. 

(B) Metlnd of deciding Group Subjects. 

(C) Character of Group organisation. 

2 . !- 

(a) Union Subjects. 

(E) Character of Union constitution. 
(C) Finance. 




1946 , 


3 * •- 

(a) Composition# 

Ce) Functions, 

(1) In respect of Enion, 

( 2 ) In respect of Gj-rou-bs. 

( 3 } In respect of Provinces* 

AZAD TO 0 SCRST.IRY TO 3T..TE 

Letter from the President of Congress tc Lord P^thick-Lnwrence 
dated 6th May, 1946 J- 

”My colleagues and T follousd s'itl; Care the proceedings 
of the C~nference yesterday and tri-. d to understand \rhat cur 
conversations were leadlnr up to* I confess tc feeling semewhat 
m3'stified aiid disturbed ..t the vagio.-nen:■ of o'-r '"alks and 
some of the a. -■uraptiors/underlying them* ‘./liile we' wo -Id like 
to associate ourselves with every effort to -^nplore '.Juyz 
and me^.ns of finain^ a basis for ^gr.cment, we .aust net decol'-e 
c'urselves, tins Ca-ritn^t Mission orhe represent at i'-’es of the 
I-bslim Leaguo into the belief th^t the way the Coiiference 
has so far proceeded furnishes hope of success. Ou general app¬ 
roach t,o th^'. .pjc^tions before us a^s stated bri,d]y in my 

letter to you of april 28th. .eo fi*.d that ttis approach has 

Co vut'Y'oi'ry 

r.pciri 1 1 ' 0 ” 

\ ^ Vw» !*► aik *nw a* *0- ^ •“' **f w V 

to b: naie in the early 
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me free has b n follovred# Me 


realise that some assunptiora h we 
stages as ctherv/iso there CaW to rw progress. But a.sumptioiis 
which ignore or run ccrdTaiy tc fundamen'^al issues are likely 
to lead to Jiiisundorstanc'ings during the later stages. 

”In my letter of npril 28ti:, I statsd ^h;^t the b.nic 
issue before us waS tln.t of In.’.ian Inaependenoe ant, ^-ho t^onse- 
ouent withdra“v/al of the British army from Iraii , f':r there 
can be no Independence so long as there is a foreign ^rmy on 
India soil, ^.-e staled for the independence of tli- whole of Inal 
now- rid not in the distant Oi' near future. Other matters are 
subsidiary to this and can be fitly discussed and decided by 
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the Constituent Assembly, 

the Conference yest€r<3s.y I referred to this again and v;e 
were glad to find that ynn and yonr colleagnos, aS well as the 
other members of the Conference accepted Indian Independence as 

the basis of our talks. It stated by you th^^t the Constitutent 

yi0x us 

asseat'ly would finally decide ab^ut the Baafes or other relation- 
iiip that might be established botv/een a I’reo India arid Englmd* 
i.Tille this is perfectly tru*'^ j it does -.ot af-^oct the pcsitton r.owj 
and th-.t is the acoepta..c" of Innan Indopon^vnce now, 

**If that is so then certal:i coiise y’^.rees ine.-'i tally follow* 
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Sunday. Ma y 19, 1946 , 


”We are emphatically of opinion that It is not open to the 
Conference to entertain any su^restions for a division of 
India* If this is to come, it shonli come through the 
Constituent asserably free from any influcence of the present 


governing poi/er. 


^%aother poin’c \jq nish to make cls^r ia th^.t -./c do j..ot accept 
the proposal for parit'^^- ^2 bet'peen gm ps in rerrard to the 
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and s-.-nd them coafldenti 
again. 

”,Je hope to be in .i posli-ion to let gnu have this 11 the coi 

-se of The morning. But aS this v;ill give you to short a time 

to studv it adequately before the proposed resumption of the 

you yill agrse 

Conference -t tliree o^clock thi^ afternoon I fool sure that / 
that the meeting be postponed untill the same hour (3 o^clock) 
to-morrow afternoon^ Thursday, 9th May and I hope that 
you vfill concur in this change of time which we are convinced 




;>unday, 19, 1946* 


is in the interests of all parties.” 

Letter fro;ii the Private secretary to Lord Pethick Laivrence 
to the Presidents of the Congress and the Musliri League, dated 8th 
May, 1946, 

”*«ith reference to the deoretji.ry of Mateos letter to you this 
morning the Cabinet delegation v;i„h me to send to you the enclosed 
document which is the paper tc which the Secretary of State referred, 
The Delegation propose that this paper should he discussed at 
the nemt meeting to he hold on Thursa^y afb ■moon at 3 F.M. 

If that is agreeable to’'the Cong 000 ^ 111 :slim Longue dielejates.” 

auGi.hTJD PCIIITS Fa. aaL;FM!;NT 

Enclosure with lettsr of 8th May sugsestoa points for agreemeEfc 
b-tiseesi the representatives of Congress and the Mislin League 

1. Them shs.ll be an all-Tndi^ Union loTerims/h with Fomlm 

w 

aifairs, befesice, Co fcrsnicatlons, lh;ndame-h:al hi hts and hmin., 
the necessary powers to obtain for imelf ^he finmees re^irired 
•’or these snbjoa-s# 

-C* all the r:main:’.fig pO'neri shall vest in provinces. 

3, Groups of provinces may be formed a:s‘. such groups may 
determine the iros’ln':'!..! sr.bi-:c'-,s which th"’/ cioei.e. The rroucs 

|.erj^atures. 

4. The Legisl^hin-e of the Union sh:.'1 be composed of 
e-msa.! proportions from the i'usli'^-ma.lorit' 


:r.ay set up ■-'eir oa-n e-/ecu^ive 
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5. The Government of the Union shall be constitute, in the 
same proportion as the Legisl..turc. 

6. The constitutions of the Union and the groups (if any} 
shall contain a provision whereby an-f province cun by a majority 
vote of its legisl:.tive Assembly call for a reconsideration of 
the t:rms of the constitutions after an initi-al period of ten 


l^ears 


1 »n 


m 


it ten yearly intervals thereafter. 
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For the purpose of such reconsideration a body shall be 
constituted on the same basis as the original Constituent 
Assembly and with the ^ame provisions as to voting and shall 
have power to amerid the constitution In anv vav -decided unon 
7* The conctitution-mahlng machin-.y to arrive at a 
constitution on the above basr’s shall be as follo;/s s- 

a* Representatives sbaJl be elected from each Provincial 
Assembly in portion to the strengths of the various p.^rtjtes 
in that assembly on the basis of 1/10th of their numbers. 


15 


Kesresentativss shall bo invi^-d from the 




on tin: ba-is of their population in propo-'-ti-or. to the represent a 
tion firm Biltish In'"ic*. 

C. The Constituent .Issenbly so ferme-d shall yeet at the 
earliest date possible in hnv; Delhi. 

a, ..fter it;:; prsliminary nro^ir.g at which the general 
os'cer of cusMiess vill be settled it ’.''ill divide int-o tloree 
sections, one section representing the Bindtj-majority provinces, 
one section <-e;:re5c:}ting the hn:!im-maiority provinces and 
one aepresontiiig the 3t=-t0'3, 

a, Thefi‘'.~t two sections vill then meet sop a ^t'-d_y 
to decide the provincial constit’rtiox^s for thn.!]- gro' p and if 
they ’-ishja group constitution, 

F, when those h-.ve b^'en settle^ i' vill b‘ open to aoy 
province to decide to opt -out of Its, c:-irin_.l ^r^^up/ afxd into 
the other group or to remain outside any group, 

G, Threafter -^be three bc-'ies vill meet togeth«'jr to Let'"le 
the constitution for the bnion on the lines agreed in 
paragraphs t to 7 above. 

H, Eo maior point in the Union constitutions which affects 
the comfraaal issue shall bo deemed to be passed by the Asso-nhly 
luile'^s a majority of both the two major* co imunitics -/ote in i‘ 
favour. 

8, The Viceroy shall fo'rthwith call together the above 
constitution-mahing machiJiery which shall O' ^ ^ V 
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provisions stated In paragraph 8 above* 

JirNAK njv p;.opos:xs 

Letter from the President cf the >fosltm Lea,;^e to Lord 
Pethick Lavrence, dated 8th May, 1946. 

”I have nov/ received the letter of yonr Private 3ecretary, 
dated 8th May, 1946, and the enclosed document to idnicl: you 
had referred in your eaflier letter ef 8th M^y, 1946. It is 
proposed by you thw."^. thU- ’’paper” be discussed at the next 
meeting of the C'^nference to be held cn Thuxsiay afternoon 
at 3 P.M. if this is arreoahle to r e Le-.yje :ielegs.tion. 

”Yoiir proposal smto'.ied i*: your letter of ffth .ipril, 1946 
runs as follows i- 

”A hnicn Governmert dealing -rith the lbIlo'.:ing subject: 
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This matter Vas to b-' discussed at SiTila and ue agrood 
tc attend the Confe?’ence on aundag, 5tb Mg 1946, on the 
terms of my letlrer, daoc t 28april, 1946, 

You mere good enough tc ox’:la’ri your forim:.la and, then 
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precedent between the Congi*e s raid the iluslisi Led,gue with 
regard to the grouping of rioslim and Hindu provinces and 
the formation of tifo federations of the grouped provincos 
and it followed that there must be t^^^o constltutton-making 




machineries*' It nas on that basis th-.t some kind of Union was 


suggested in yonr formulla confined only to tliree subjects 
and our approval was sought in order to put into this 
skeleton blood and flesh. This -roporal was also categorically 
turned down by the Congress and the meeting Ind to be adjouined 
for the Mission to consdsr the matter further as to what steps 
they may take in the matter. 

’Vrid now the new enclosed doeumont has been to us 


T. 


dth a viev/ that ”thl3 p^psr should be discussed at the next 
meeting to be held on Thursday afternoon 3 P.M.'h The 
heading of the paper is '’suggested pcirh.s for agreement 
bett-jeen the representatives of Coiirgress ..ne the Muslim League”. 
By wdiom are they suggested, it is not made deal*. 

tr^TTU '''“P:,''TTV-''.:'11 


”’..‘e ase of thiO opinion th.n 


ae now suggested points for 


agreenr-’nt are a fi:ndament^1 departure fron thro original 
foTTiula embodied in your letter of 27th xioril, vhich 'ras 
rejected by the Congress* 

”To mention sr'-oe of the io.po-'hant points v:e -'oe now asked 
to agree that there should he one al^-India Union Goverrim'.'nt 
in terms of 


paragraphs 1-7 of this paper, vdiich adds one 
mo-e sub jo 0 “!- to be vested in ^he Union Givernment, i,e. 
”funda':i‘3iit^l rights” and it is not m^do cle„- ether the 
Union Gevemoent and Legislature will have scoror or not 
to obt_.in for itself the finances by means of taxation* 

”In the newr "suggestions” the MUestion of grouping cf 
provinces is left exactly aS the Congress spokesmen desired 
in the course of discussions that jfJliave taken place hitherto, 
and is totally different from your original forrmila. 

"That there, should be a single constitution-making 
body, we can never agree to nox” cai va agree to the method 
of formation of constitution-making machineries suggested in 
the paper* 
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"Thers ar@ many othar objectionable features conuained in 
the sug estions which we have not dealt w'ith as we are only 
dealing '..'ith the main points arising out of this paper. In these 
oircumstames, we tllrl:, no Ua-:-fi5l purpose will be served to 
discuss this paper, as it is a cciaplete departure froE your 
original fornula, urdLess after v;i'.^t we have safe above you 
still desire us to discuss It in the Conference itself to-EO,.ow. 

' r pv O’l’ •e pL"'’' 

letter frcE Lord Fetdick-lawi'ence to the Prcsisent of the 

i-Juslio league, latfd 9tl: Kay: 
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by us as a reascnc4fcle coinpromise between the \4 e’js of the tlislira 
League and those originally expressed by Congress against 
grouping at all# 
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League and the Congress of our invitation you! 

)rov’^al by then of the terms set out 

in my letter* These terms areour proposed basis for a settl-noniit 
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and yliat v/e have asked the iiusiim Leagi^e '..orking Coo Ittoe 


preliminary couaiticn for 
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tc dq^is to agree send its representatives t^eet ourselves 
and representatives of the Congress in order to discuss it#” 

Indeed this is the only sensible attitude because the obiect of 
all oiir discussions is to explore every coricetvable possibility 
of reaching agreeaent# 

6, ”Fun ,a:reLtal x.ights” nsre included by us in our suggestions 
for addition to the li, t of rnion si:bl-ct.: because it soened 
to us that it \:ould be benefit both to tlse l^rge cou®unities 
and to the small minorities for th-m tc be put in c-nd, accorcingl 
to be worthy of consideration in our Cmifertne-. 
it will of course b",; uiite open to discus 
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in the Conference 
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significcSiCe cf tl.e of this word in its con- 


Your two fcllcn-ing pmgr^phs are nc^inlr a recapitul..ticn 
of your previou. ur^u:re:r'-s and have been dealt with above, 
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of agroeaicnt. On the £8th x^pril I sent j'cu a letKr 


an wi'iicn 


I enplt-ined briefly the Congress viewpoint in regard to certain 
"Funeamonml Pdnciples” mentioned in you lector of 27tn April# 
After the first day of tiB C-unference on M^’- 6th I wrote tc you 
again to avoid any possible misunderstanding regarding the 
Issues being discussed in the C.onference# 




Bu^day . May a^., I94^i. 


**I now fiii|d from your memorandum that some of your suggestions 

m 

ate entirely opposed to our views and to the views repeatedly ^ 
declared by the fongress, nle aj^ims placed in a difficult 
position. It has been and,is our desire to explore every avenue 
for a settlement and a change-over in India by consent| and 
for this purpose we are prepared to go f^r* But there'are obvious 
limits beyond which we camiot go if we are convinced that this 
would be injurious to the people of India and to Indiafs progress 
as a free nation* 


”In my previous letters I have laid stress on the necessity 

e 

of having a strong and organic Fedial Bnicn* I have also stated 
that v/e do not approve of sub-federj.ti^ns or gcouping of provinces 
in the manner suggested, said are wholly opposed to pc^rity in 
Executives or Legisldtures between wholly unequal groups, ive 

do not vjish to cCsHe in th:- ivay of provinces or other units 

-evvt tvel 

cooperating together, if they so choose, but this inust be 



official. 




'aI.Y hr:..30HA3Li: COh 


"The proposals you have put forward are meant, v/e presume 


to limit the free discretion of the 
do not see how this can be done, 


Constituent assembly. We 
are at present concerned 


with one irnport-.nt aspect of ^ larger problem. *iny decision 
on this aspect taken now might w^ll conflict with the decisions 
we, or the Constituent assembly, mi^ht v/ant to tal^e on tther 
aspects. 

’’The dnly reasonable course appears to us is to have 
a Constituent Assembly with perfect freedom to draw up its 
constitution, with certain reservations to protect the rights 


of minorities. Thus we may agree that Any major cc-iMunal issue 

DY 

mist be settled by consent of the parties concerned, where 
su 4 Jh consent is not obtained, by arbitration. 




From the proposals you have sent us (8 D*E*F.G*} It wuH 
appear that two or three separate constitutions might emerge for I 
separate groupsj together by a flimsy coamon super-struc- 

t 

ture left to the mercy of the fhree disjoined groups, 

”There is also compulsion in the early stages for a province 
to Join a particular group whether it wants to or not* Thus 
why should the Frontier Province, which is clearly a Congress 
province, be compelled to Join any group hostile to the 
Congress ? 

LI 

*Hve realise that in dealing with hfman beings, as individuals 
or groups, many considerations have to be borne in mind besides 
logic and reason. But logic and reason cannot be ignored 
• altogether, and unreason and injustice a-e dangerous companions 
at any time and, more especially, v/hen we are building for the 
future of hundreds of millions of htiman beings* 

milON FINalTCS 


I shall now deal some of the points in your ffiomcrandum 
and mahe some suggest! in regard to them. 

IIo* 1. t/e note that you h..ve provided for the Union to have 
necessary powers to ob^-^in for itself the finance it recxulres 
for the subjects it deals with, he tl.ihk it should be clearly 
stated that the Federal Union must h^^ve power to raise revenues 
in its own right. Further that currency and ciistoms must in any 
event be included in the Union subjects, as u'ell as such other 
subjects as on| closer scrutiny may be found to be intimately 
allied to them. One other subject is an essential anilinevitabl« 


Union subject and that is planning. Planning can only be done 

VC>V»a.c4 

effectively at the Centre, through the Prcvincos or units wWt 
give effect to it in their respective areas. 

The Union must also have power to taite remedial action in 
cases of breakdown of the Constitution and in grave public 


emergencies# 



Ios.5 and 6 - ¥e are entirely opposed to the_proposed 
parity, both in the executive and legi^ature, as between wholly 
unequal groups* This is unfair and will lead to trouble* Such 
a provision contains in itself the seed of conflict and “he 
destruction of free growth* If there is no agreement on this or 
any similar matter, we are prepared to leave it to arbitration* 
Ko* 7 - We are prepared to accept the suggestion that 
provision be made for a reconsideration of the Constitution 
after ten years. Indeed, the Constitution will necessarily 


provide the machinery for the revision at time* 

The second clause lays doynthat reconsideration should be done 

by bod;^j' constituted on the same basis as the, donstituent assembly* 

This j}resent provision is intended to meet an emergency. '»ve 
ttbe 

expect that Constitutionl for Liti., v:ill be baS^d on adult 
suff:;v.£e. Ten years hence Indi-. is not likely to be 3..tisfied 
with anything less than adult suffrage to express i"3 mind 
on all grave issues* 

ILaCTICN HaTfOl) 

IIo. 84-il, ,.e wbiild suggest that the ^‘ust and proper method 

0 C 

of elections, fair to all parties, is the method®*" proportional 


representation by single transferable vote. 

It might be remembered th.t the present basis of election 
for* the provincial **ssemblie;^ is strongly weighed in fav''ur 


of the minorities* 

The proportion.of one-tenth appears to be too 1 and 

will limit the mmbei'S of the Constituent assembly too much* 

Probably the number icould not exceed two hund.ed. In the vitally 
't&.sKs 

important s»te the assembly wi3il have tc face, it should h_ve lai 


-er numbers. Vie suggest that at least one-fifth of the total 
membership of the proi^incial Assemblies should be elected for 


the Constituent Assemlfty. 




1946 , 


No. 8 J-B. T!iis clause is vague and requires elucidation. 
But for the present we are not going into further details. 

GiiOUFd P..0CnDl;iv3 

Ho. 8 J-D.S.F.G. I have already referred to these clw.use4, 
he thinlt that both the foraation of these groups and the 
proceajre suggested are worn and undo., irable. he do not wish 
to rule out the formation of the groups if the provinces 
so desire. Eut this subject imist be left open for decision 
by the Constituent .^ssersblv. The dr ..fting and settling of the 
constitution should begin with the Eadral Union. This should 
contain co.'.Tnon and unifonii provisions for the provinc..s and 
othe- units. The provinces ni-y then add to these, 

liO. 8-H, In th^ circuinstv.nc.:-s existing to-daj? ve are 
prepared to accept sen- such clav:?. In case of disagreonent 
the mat^rer should be referred to arbitration. 


I have pointed out above sneie of th-^ obvious defects 

tn 


as 


we see the^. in the proposals containod in your m'-morandum. 

If these a:'’e remedied, as su rested by us, we .night be in a 
position to reccninond their acceptance by the C-ngrecs. Eut aS 
drafted in the nevio -.ndrn sent to us, I regret that we are 
unable to accept them. 

On the whole ,therefo ’ e, If the suggestions are intended 
to have a blading effect, with all tiie will i.i the world 
to h,.va an agreoment with the league, we ciu^t repudiate most 
of them, let us not run Into any evil g--eater than the one all 
of ts throe parties should seek to avoid. 

If an agreement honourable to both the parties and favoui-ab 
to the gro\rth of free andiniite:’ India cannot be achieved v/e 
wtiQld suggest th,t an interim Provisional Government responsil 
to the elected members of the Central .assembly be formed 
at once and the matters in dis^:ute concerning the Constituent 
Assembly between the Congress and the le-ague be refec-ed to 
an independent tribunal. 
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* 


After a proposal by Pandit Jawarharlal Hehru that 
an umpire should be ap-.oiated to settle matters of difference 

betueea the parties the conference, dnderst.ndlng that the^e 

¥ciS a ll^eltiiood of agroonisnt on an "umpl^a "between fhe parties, 
was adjourned and the follwing correspondence passed between 
fhe parties. 

TO JIdA'AH 

Letter from Pandit Javarliarlal Nehru to the President 


of the i^islioi League dated 10th May, 1946. 

”In accordance with our decision yesterday at the conference 
m 2 '’ colleagues have given a good deal of thought to the 
choice of a suitable umpiio. "..'e have felt tliat it v/ould pobably 
be desirable to exclude Ong]ishmen, Hindus, H_-:sliiES and 
Sikhs. The field is thus limited. ihcTertheless we have dravm 
up a considerable list from \fhich a choice can be nude, I 
presume th^t you have also, In consultation with your executive 
prepared a list of possible umpires. Mould you like these two 
lists ',0 be consid'-wed by us, that is, by you and me 7 If so, 
lie can fix up a meeting for the purpose^ after have met, 
our recomraendation can bo considered by ^he eight of us, 
that is, the four representatives of the Congress and the 
four representativ.-s of the Muslim League, and a final 
choice can be ma^'-e, v/hich we can place before the conference 
when it meets to-morrow. 


IIMiH TO NhHRU 

Letter from the President of the League to Pandit 

Jawarharlal Hehru, dated May I0:h^1946 s- 

Received your letter of 10th May at 6 P.H. 

Ak yesterday*s meeting between you and me at the ?icerega 
Lodge, we discussed several points besides the fixing of 
an umpire. After a short discussion, we came to the conclusic 
that we will further examine your proposal made by you at 
the conference yesterday^ with all its implications after 
your and consulting our respective colleagues. 
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I shall be glad to meet you to consider the ¥arious aspects 
of your proposal any time that may suit you to-morrOY morning aftei 
10 0»clock, 

NSHRU KEPLI33 

better from Pandit lawaharlal Hehru to the President of the 
Jfcsllai league dated May 11 , 1946 ; 

Your letter of May 10 reached me at 10 last night. 

During the talk we had at Viceregal lodge, you referred to 
various matters besides the choice of an umpire and I gave you 

my reactions in regard to them but I was under the impression 

0 

that the propjsal to have an umpi e had been agreed to and our next 
business was to suggest names. Indeed it was when some 
such agreement was reached in the conference that we had our 
talk. % colleagues have proceeded on this basis and prepared 
a list of sui'Table names. The conference will expect us to 
tell them this afternoon the name of the umpire we fix upon, 
or at any ate to place before them suggestions in this behalf. 

The chief inplication in having ja umpire is to agree to 
accept his final decisiong he agree to this^ he suggest that 
we might start with this and report accordingly to the conference 

As suggested by you, I shall come over to your place of 
residence at about 10-30 this morning. 

JIi,i'IAH*3 REPLY 

Letter from the President of the I’luslim League to Pandit 
lawaharlal Nehru dated May 11, 1946, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 11th May, 1946, 

Dimming the talk we had at the Viceregal Lodge which lasted 
for about fifteen or tv/enty minutes, I pointed out various 
aspects and implications of your proposal and we had a discussioi 
for a little while, but no agreerent was arrived at between you 
and me on any point except that at your suggestion that you 
consult your colleagues and I should do likewise we adjourned to 
meet again the next day to further distiuss the matter. 
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A - 

I shall he glad to meet you at ten-thirty this morning for 
a further talk* 


LEAGUE 


MEMORANDUM 


Memorandum by the President of the Muslim League embodying 
miiBimum demands by way of an offer, in accordance with the Cvonferenc^ 
decision, dated 18th May^1946. 

(Copies sent to the Cabinet Delegation and the Congress)* 

Principles to be agreed to as our offer : 

1* The six ^slim Provinces (Punjab, N*l/.F.P*Beauchistan, Sind, 
Bengal and Assam) shall be grouped together as one gro". p and will de. 
with all other subjects and matters except Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and COiimiunication necessary for defence, which may bo dealt v;ith 
by the constitution-making bodies of the two groups of Provinces - 
f^slim provinces (herein after-named Pakistan Group) and Eindu 


provinces - sitting together* 

2. Three shall be a separate consitution making body for the 
six rhslim provinces named abo'-^e, which will frame constitutions 
for the Group and the provinces in ihs Group and will determine 
the list of subjects that shall be Provincial and Central (of the 


Pakistan Feojration) v/ith residuary sovereign powers vesting in the 


provinces. 

3. The- method of election of th 


representatives to the consti¬ 


tution-making body will be such as v;ould secure proper represen¬ 
tation to the Various co.imrunities in proportion to their population 
in each province of the Palcistan group. 

CL- 

4. after the constitutions of the Pakistan Fe<:|t‘al Governmant 
and the provinces are finally framed by the constitution-making 
body* It will be open to any province of the to decide 

to opt out of its group, provided the wishes of the people of that 
province are ascertained by a referendum to opt out or not* 

5* It must be open to discussion in tho joint constltution-aakl 
body as to whether the Union will have a legislature or not* 

The method of providing the Union with finance should also be 
left for the decision of the joint meeting of the two consittulom- 


iS#-4 »fir 
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bodies I \mt in nJ swnt shall it be by means of taxation* 

6 # There should be parity of representation between the t\#o 
groups of provinces in the Bnion executive and the legislature^ 
if any. 

7, Ho "major point in the constitution which affects the 
communal i.,sue shall be deemed to be passed in the joint constitution- 
malting bo(3yj unless the majority of the members of the constitution¬ 
making body of the Hindu provinces and the majority ofihe merabe.s 
of the constitution-making body of the Pakistan group, present and 


voting a.e separately in its favour. 

8, No decision, legislative executive or a-diranistrative shall 
betaken by the Union in regard to any matter of controversial nature 
except by almajcrity of three-fou/ths. 

9, In group and provincial constituions fundamental rights 
and safegu.ards concerning religion, culture and other mat':ers 

affecting communities will be provided for. 

10, The constitution of the Union shall cont^.in a provision 
wdiereby any province can by a majority vote of its Legislative 
Assembly, call for recc:iSide:.:.tioL • of the terms of the constituion, 
and will h...ve the liberty to secede from the Union at any time 

after an i.ntial period of ten years. 

These a:e the principles of our offer for a peaeeful and 
amicable settlement and this off r stands in its entirely and 
all matters mentioned herein are intordcpcnucnt. 

CCNGHUdd 3UGG3.;TI0::3 

Points suggested on behalf of the Congress as a ba^is for 
agreement, 12th May, 1946. 

1, The Constituent assembly to be formed as follows 5- 

(i) Bepresentatives s' all be elected by each Provincial Assembly 
by proportional representation (single transferable vote). The 
number so elected should be one-fifth of the number of members 


of the Assembly or others. 

(ii) Representatives from the States on the basis of their 
population in proportion to the representation from British India# 





l0¥ these representatives are to be chosen is to be considered 
later* =■ 

2# The Constituent Assembly shall draw up a constitution 

e 

for the Fecial Union* This ahAll consist of an All-Inuia Federal 

Government and Legislature dealing with Foreign Affairs, Defence, 

Communications, Fundamental Rights,-Currency, Customs and 

Planning,^ well as such other subjects as, on closer scrutiny, 

«2.- 

may be found to be intimately allied to them* The Fedpal Union 
will have necessary powers to obtain for itself the finances 
it requires for these subjects and the powe^ to raise revenues 
in its own right* The Union must also have power to take 
remedial action In cases of breakdov/n of the constitution and 


in grave public emergencies. 

8 , All the remaining powers will vest in the provinces 
or units. 

4. Groups of provinces may be formed and such Groups may 
determine the provincial subjects which they desire to take 
in common*-(A*) 

5. After the Constituent Assembly has decided the constitution 
for the All-India Federal Union as laid down in paragraph 

two above, the representatives of the provinces may form groups 
to decide the provincial constitutions for their group and, 


if they wish, a group constitution. 

6. ho major point in the All-Irwda Federal Constitution 
which affects the coTimunal issue shall be deemed to be passed 


by the Constituent Assembly unless a majority of the members 
of the community or cormuiities corrected present in a.ssembly 
and voting are separately in its favour provided tb^t in 
case there is no agreement on any such issue it will be referred 
to arbitration. Incase of doubt as to vihether any point is 


a major coMunal issue the Speaker will decide, or, if so 
desired., it may be referred to the Federal Court. 




?# In the event of a dispute arising In the process of 

■ 

constitiition-ii^ing the specific issue shall be referred to 
arbitration. 

S. The constitution should provide machinery for its revision 
at any time subject to such checks as may be devised. 


If so desired, it may be specifically stated that this whole l 
constitution-sxSjLia^ maj’^ be reconsidered after ten years. 

Hot© by the Congress on the principles to be agreed upon 
as suggested on behalf of the I4i;slim League dated 12th May, 1946, 
The ai:proach of the ifuslim League is so different from 
that of the Congress in regard to these matter^ tlicit it is 
a little difficult to deal with each point separately withou' 


‘j 


reference to therest.The picture as envisa--ed bv 

* w 


the Congress 


is briefly giv-si in a separate note. From consi'erntlon of 
this note and tho Muslim Le^gu’s proposals the difficulties and 
the possible agreement wi21 become obvious. 

The Itsslin Leaguers proposals are dealt vith belo:/ briefly 

(1) .•e suggest tlut the prop r procedure is for one 
constiti.'ticn-malsing tody or one Constituent *%sse:;;bly to meet 
for the whole of Indi;. and later for Groups to be formed if so 
desired b; provinces concorned the ina-ler should be loft 
to the provinc:s and if they wish to function ^vS a Group the^^ 
a^e at liberty to do so to frame their ousi constitution 
for the purpose. 

In any event as -am has obviously no pl^ce in gro^-p 
mentioned, and the horth-.^est Fro.nLi-r Province, aS t:;e election 
show is xsot in favour of -^hi proposal. 

(2) .,9 have agreed to residuary powers, ap^rt from the 
Central subjects, vesting in the provinces. They cai; make 
such use _of them as they like and, as has been stated above 

U/ifc % AAA-C^ rw-'f 

function as a group.^ay be cannot be deteirained at t;ds stage 
and should be left to the representatives of the provinces 
concerned. 




aina^y, M^y 


(3) We have suggested that the most suitable method of 
electloa wouid be by single transferable vote. This would 
give proper representation to the various eonmunities 

in proportion to their present representation in the 
Legislatures. If the population proportion is token, we have 
no particular question, but this would lead to difficulties 
in all the provinces where there is ueightoge in favour of 

certain communities. The principle approved of would necessarily 

apply to all the provinces* 

(4) There is no necessity for opting out of o province 

from its grorp as the pro valors consent of the provinces is 
necessary for joining the Group# 

(5) ;/e consider it essential that the Federa Union should 
have a legislature# .ve also consider it ecseiitial that the 
Union should h^^ve power to raise its own revenue. 

(6 and 1 ). We are entirely opposed to parity of represen¬ 
tation as betwnen groups of provinces in tbs Union oneoutive 
-jI legisldt^ure, ..e th:nv tiUvt the provision to tho effect 
that no mixzoi- co^-raunal issue in the union constitution shall 
be decinna to he parsed by th--T constituent asserh]^.- 
a ma^orib^. of the monte is of the cc-rraunito’ p''’ 

concerned present and voting in the constituent asoenbly are 
separately in its favour is a sufficient anu ample Safeguard 
of all minorities, 'ie h^ve suggested something wider and inclu¬ 
ding ull connuniLiet than has been proposed elsewhere * this 


may give rise to some difficulties^an'be pot over by reference 
to arbitration. ;.c an'^- prepared to consider the method of 
giving effect to this principle- so as tc make it mc-e 

(8/ This proposal is so sweeping in its nature that no 
Government or legislature can function at all. Once we h^ve 
sa|eguarded major communal i,sues other matters, whether 
controversial or not, reiuir^ no safeguard.'lpuls will siniply 
mean safeguarding vested interests of all kinds and preventing 
nrogress, or indeed any movement in any direction# 


b: # 




Smi^A May 19f 19^6 . 

We^therefore 5 entirely disapprove of it# 

(9) Me are entirely agreeable to the inclusion of funda 
mental rights and safeguards concerning religion, culture 
and like matters in the constitution. Me suggest that 

ttee proper place for this is the All-India Fe^ral Union ■ 
constitution. There should be uniformity in regard to 
these fundamental rights all over India# 

(10) The constitution of the Union will inevitably 
contain provision for its full reconsideration at the 
end of ten years. The matter will be open then for 

a complete reconsideration. Though it is implied, vfe would 
avoid reference to secession as we do not vjisb to encourage 
this idea. 

(Concluded) 


• oOo • 
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e .therefore 5 *: 


'i £1 *1 T‘ 1 


■O.C appro VO of it. 
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ho coiirtltoticii* .*0 
the proper place for this is the fi-ll-Tndia ?edral fnion 
const!trtion. There sh^vXC be nniferoitp in rogur-’ to 

11 ov-iT Inlia. 
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aMDHIJI’S BI-}}EST GIFT 


AzaG on Shame Of Taling in Borrow.ed 
Tongue 


AHMEDABAD, May 26, 


I **Gandhiji has given many things to India, but probably very 
few people realise th^^t one of the biggest things that ihe has 
received at his hanis is th^: idea of national language”, says 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, in an article in to-day*s 
”Harijan” under the caption, ’’National Language of India”. 

Maulana Azad adds: ” Although she Ilndia) could boast of several 
languages there was none which was univers.-.lly ac..epted as her 
national language. 

’’English came to us through the governmant but soon it so 
dominated the country that it became the medium for higher 
education and social intercourse among oho educaueu class. They 
were ashamed to speak in their national language ani consid-i^red 
it a mark of honour ana distinction to sp-ak in English only on 
all occasions. Sven in their private conversations they could not 
put a./ay their English, .i new political awakening came over the 
country towar ..3 the close of the last century when the Indian idationa.’ 
Congress w s founded. The sessions of the Congress were held to 
make the demands and decisions of the nation heara to the 
world. But even this viiice was not in the nationrd tongue, 
wanted to proclaim to Englaii. zh t India was for Indians and for none 
other. But to :ay thet we oould find ilO Ox 0113? wv*xl cxilCt ^ 

content to express our longing; in a borrowed tongue. 

«The entry of G.nidEiji in the political field spelt a complete 
revolution - the country begon to spoak in its own tongues.^To 
speal£ in the national tongue ceased to be regarded as a shame* 
Qandhiji reminded the people that the thing to be ashamed of was 
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to forget one*s own tongue. He toured all over the country in 
1920-21 end delivered hundreds of speeches but without exception 
they were in Hindustani. 

’^vv'hen I »vas under detention at itanchi during the great war I 

reaemcer huving re^d in th_ newspaper the report of the war 

conference which Lord Chelmsford had sunmjntrd in 1917. Gandhiji 

participated in it but he had ma..e it a condition that he would speais 

» At rkx>> io5n» 

^regarded by th^ press .s a strange innovation. But the innovation 
was soon to becom;; the common thing in th. coun..ry and to-aay 
we see that HL.dustani has tuken the place that English held 
twenty-five years ago.” - (A.P.).| 
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C 0 NGHE 33 SUPPOaT FOii RLY-fiEH'S DSMAIJDS 


a. 


i. 2 ad*£ Assurance : Background Of Board-Fed/ration 


Agreement 


I 


IffiW DELHI, June 21. 

”I congratulate the General Council of the All India 
fiail¥ay!nen*s Federation on their decision to call off the 
general strike on r...il ;^ys*’, Maulana Abul Kalam 

Congress Presideat, in a statement. 

He adds** ” I know that r^il a 2 /men have worked under very 
difficult conditions and vhav^e r.any grievaiicos, I also know 
that they have al:-;ays been v/illing to subm?*.t the dispute to 
arbitr..tion aii-d it was the Aailuay 3oa?:d which till recently 
refused. 


”Ln view of the rravi^v of 


food situ .tion nni the 


posslbilitp of far reac’^ing ;'Oli-*:ieal chnngas it is imperative 
to main'^in normal fvnctioninr of the r^^il^ays, I am glad that 
Board h^ve no\: -doptej a mo.n conciliatory attitude. It is 
true that r-ailnv'n'.n h.-W/e not p-;Uied all t; ey wane ?d tut 


they In-.ve acted v/isely and won t.hr sympathy of t'e public 
by thiOir decision to avoid the strike. I c^a assure them that 


a ' 1 1 r’ 


V.A"V .> 


fiV c'c r^lU?t“ eVOr 


. demands \;ill be ly conridored 


w 


Congro-iS has ii^f'uence 


ti 


• • . 9 
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oMlOVo aEP gaCtJupI ms IMMVITAiSLS” 

Azad on Kehrii*c Arrest t 
Viariiing to Kashmir Go?t* 


DELHI j Jtme 21* 

Maulana Abnl Kalam azad, Congre s President, in a statement 

OM 

^ Pandit I;ehm*s arrest sa^-^s that he is tr^'lng to establish 
contact nith Pandit i.ehrj and hopes that an amicable scintion 
ma 3 ^ yet be found ; ”If this does not happen”, savs the Conrress 
President, ”far-reaching aid serious repercu.-sio^is are 
inevital le#” 

The f)Homing is the text of the statomant i 

“The manner in ^/hich the Kashmir Governrnent huS denied to 
?..ndit Javah^rlal Nehru entry into tie dt-te has caused indig¬ 
nation all ovjr India. I hv^^ve received nirner|.ous me .-sages, 
telegrams and tc.lephone calls from Individiuls and orgcUiisations 
inKaslmir, hanjj: and elsemhore expressing "heir resentment 
and declaring their readiness to p-roc-.-.d to Kaslmiir to defy 
the order of tr.e authcri^iss. I ap:re.clato the spirit 

of thess offein- hut at the Sao--^ tl;Ui remjest them to arait 
fi:i'thar instrueti‘'^ns. It i" ve1l-hno'/!i th./t Nehru mas 

going to Kaslmalr only for a day to see things for himself, to 


meet Eheihh ‘dullah 




f*rv r> o 1 c? r": 
L a n. w ^ 


defionce. The 


provoc..tion by the action of the Etate authorities is undoubted] 


id the hah-.raj a of Kashmir and h 


*1 C *0 • ^ O' 
»<M> Uv 


£ h.,:Ve 


co'amitteCi a grievou: 


■i *'i -'lOf'V'ir' cep h' 

Un t, *^1' iw'' ii,-. 


dona. No should however act nith deliberation homever great 
the provocation may be. I ain trying to establish correct 
with Pandit Nehrn and hope that an amicable solution may yet 

be found# If this does .:0t happen far-reaching a:id serious 


repercu-slons 


inevitable# ” - (A.?#) 
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Gongfegs Stand Vindicated: Azad Reviewi 
3 Months* Negotiations ' 

DELrJI^ June 26. 

The Congress President Haul ana Ahtil Kalam Azad in 

a 1000 word review of the last three months* negotiations 
with the Cabinet Mission says : 

”In our prolonged negotiations with the Cabinet 
Delegation and the Viceroy my colleavgu.es and I have throughtoi 
been guided by one governing principleo It was the achievemej 
Indian independence and the solution of a"l outstanding pro¬ 
blems by methods of peaceful negotiations* 

’’Such methods have both their advantages and their 

limi..ations* Independence achieved thorough violence and 

may be more spectacular but entails endless 

suffering and bloodshed and leaves be >ind a heritage of 

bitterness and hatred* 
cc 

P:aceful methods leave no bitter trail but neither 
are the results so spectacular as in a violent revolution* 

The present negotiations have therefore to be judged from 
this standard^ Keeping in mind the method chosesn and the 
peculiar nature of our problems, dispassionate observers 
will be forced to admit that though all our hopes have not 
been fulfilled, the results mark a decisive forward toi^ards 
the attainment of our goal, ifter searching discussion and 
analysis, this was the conclusion reached by the Congress 
■ Working Committee, and they have accordingly accepted the 
longterm proposals* 

**As I have explained in my statement of the 14th 
- April,1946, the Congress scheme for the solution of India*s 
political and constitutional problem rested upon two 
fundamental bases* 

’’The Congress held that in the peculiar circums¬ 
tances of India, a limited but organic and powerful centre 
confined to certain basic subjects was inevitable. A 
\mit8ry Government coiild. no more meet the requirements 
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of the case than a division of India into several indepen¬ 
dent states# 

'’A second fundamental principle was the recognition 

of the complete autonomy of the provinces with all residuary 

powers vested in them* Congress held that the provinces would 

administer all excepting the basic central subjects. Prom 

the nature of the case it would be open to the provinces 

other 

to delegate to the Centre such/saDcfcteK subjects as they 
chose. 

*^It is an open secret that the Cabinet Missions *s 
long-term proposals are framed according to the principles 
laid down in the Congress schemes. 

PR07INCIAL AUTONOMY 

’’A question about the implication of provincial 
autonomy was raised during the recent Simla Conference. It 
was asked that if the provinces were fully autonomous, did 
not two or more of them have the rights if they chose of 
setting up inter-provincial machinery for administering 
such' subjects as they allocated to it ? 

The declared views of the Congress on the question 
of provincial autonomy did not permit a denial of the force 
in the contention. My correspondence during the Simla 
Conference has already been released and given to the 
public a clear exposition of the Congress views on the 
question. 

’’The only novel feature in the Cabinet Mission’s 
scheme is the idea of grouping the provinces into three 
different sections. As soon as the Constituent Assembly 
meets, it will, according to the proposals of the Cabinet 
Mission, divide itself into three committees. Each Commi¬ 
ttee will be composed of members from provinces in the appro¬ 
priate section and will together decide whether to form a 
group or not. Section 15 of the Cabinet Proposals have 
clearly recognised the rights of provinces to form groups 
or not. fhe Cabinet Mission Intend that the provinces 
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US, 

should exercise tite right at a particijiar stage. 

”The Congress Working Committee^holdJ^hat^t^^.,,,,,^ 

C [Vr* i 11 *% e CUBC K uIr 

whatever the intention of the Cabinet Mission^^of 16th May^ 
does not bear such interpretation. They hold that the 
provinces are fully autonomous and have the right to decide 
the question at any stage they like. Section 15 and the 
general spirit of the proposals support the Congress inter¬ 
pretation. 

NO COMPULSORY GROUPING 

^•The provinces have the right to decide either at 
'.The very beginning before the Group|constitiition hps been fra¬ 
med at all or at the end after they have examined the Group 
Constitution as it has emerged from the Committee of the 
Constituent Assembly. I am convinced that the Congress 
interpretation cannot be challenged. 

”If a province decides to remain outside the Group 
from the very begining, it cannot be compelled to come in. 

NO SUROPDAI'I l^SIGHTAGS 


“There is the problem of Europeans in ^ssam and 
Bengal. The Cabinet Mission's proposals have done a/ ay 
with weightage of representation and have clearly laid down 
that there is to be one repres-ntative for every million of 
the population. This automatically rules the Europeans out 
of the liicture. Once weightage is discarded, they have no 
right to any representation at all on the basis of popula¬ 
tion. It is in the interests of Europeans themselves to 
refrain from seeking election or participating in the voting 
I am confident that the Europeans in Bengal and Assam will 
act with wisdom and statesmanship. Since the Europeans in 
•^engal have already decided to refrain your participating in 
the elections to the Constituent Assembly^ I trust that the 
Europeans in will follow their example. 

DELAY IN PROVISIONAL GOVT. 


“It must however be admitted that one grave flaw 


in this picture is the delay in the formation of a Provisional 
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National Government. Such Provisional Government alone 
can| provide the atmosphere in which the Constituent 
Assembly can function with a sense of full freedom and au¬ 
thority. Their mutual interactions are so intimate that each 
Would suffer in the absence of the other. I earnestly hope 
that this lacuia in the settlement will be filled and a 
representative and powerful Provisional Government soon 
set up. 

**In assessing the res its of the negotiations we 
must not forget that the two main objectives of the Congress 
have been the freedom and the unity of India. The Congress 
stand has been vindicated on both these points. The consti¬ 
tution-making body wilj be a purely Indian Assei.^bly elected 
by Indian votes alone. 

"It will have the unfettered right to shape 
India’s future Constitution and decide our relations with 
the British Commonwealth and the rest of the world. And 
this sovereign Constituent Assembly will legislate not 
for a divided b|tt for a united India. All schemes of 
partitition of Indie have been rejected once and for all* 

The Union Centre may be limited, but it will be powerfid 
and organic and will integrate into one harmonious whole 

L 

the many provincial, linguistic and cultural diversities 
Which characterise contemporary India." - (A.P.) 
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A$$UmWES TO JIMAH RESENTED 
MiD'S LSPTSR TO VICEROY 
**Working Of Provisicoal Govt.Rendered Difficiilt” 

In a 1500 word letter written yesterday to the 
Viceroy, the Congress President has comprehensively dealt 
with the reasons for the Congress rejecting the Interim 
Government proposal made by the Viceroy and the Cabinet 
Mission in their statement on Jime 16. 

FULL TEXT OF LETTER 

Following is the full text of the letter which 
the Congress President Maulana Abul falam Azad wrote to 
Lord ¥avell yesterday intimating the Congress forking 
Committee’s rejection of the short-term interim proposal 
and accepting the long-term plan. 

20 Al^r Bo ad, 

New Delhi, 

25th June, 1946. 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

Ever since the receipt of your statement of June 
16th, my Committee have been considering it from day to day 
and have given long and anxious thought to your puoposals 
and to the invitations you have issued to individuals to 
form the Provisional National Government. Because of our 
desire to find some way out of the present most unsatis¬ 
factory situation, we have tried our utmost to appreciate 
your approach and view point. In the course of our conversa¬ 
tions we have already pointed out to you our difficulties. 
Unfortunately these difficulties have been increased by the 
recent correspondence. 

The Congress, as you are aware, is a national 
organisation including in its fold the members of all religioni 
and committies in India. For more than half a century it has 
laboured for the freedom of India and for e-ual rights for 
all Indians. The link thct has brought all these various 
groups and committies together withj^the fold the Casgress in 







the passionate desire for national independence, economic 
advance and social eTjuality* It is from this point of view 
that we have to judge every proposal* V^e hoped that a Provi¬ 
sional %tional Government would be formed wMch woi0.d give 
effect in practice to this independence. 

PCI'/HRS OP PROVISIONAL GOVT. 

Appreciating some of your diff ic^'ltles we did not 
press for any statutory change introducing independence 
immediately,but we did expect a *de facto' change in the 
character of tL.e d’ovemment ma<fking for independence 

in action. 

The status and powers of the Provisional Government 
were thus important. 

In our view this was going to be something entirely 
different from the Viceroy's Executive Council. It v;as to 
represent a new outlook, new methods of work and a new 
psychological approach by India to noth domestic and exter¬ 
nal problems, '"'our letter dated 30th hay, 1946 gave us 
certain assurances about the status and powers of the Pro¬ 
visional Government. These did not go far enough according 
to our thinking but we appreciated the friendly tone of that 
letter and decided to accept the assurances and not to press 
this particular matter any further. 

The important ouestion of the comnosition of the 
Provisional Government remained. In t.ds connecttai we 
emphasised th-nt we co.ld not accppt anything in the natui*e of 
arity" even as a temporary expedient and pointed out that 
the Provisional Government should consist of 15 membess 
to enable the administration of the country to be carried 
on efficiently and the smaller minorities to be represented 

ii i i . 

Some mention of names was made and on our part 
suggestions were put before you informally, in luding the 
name of a non-League Muslim* 

0LB€f i ^N OF m tm 
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SLBCTION OF HAMBS 

In /our statement of June 16th some of the names 


were made from the provisional list prepared by the Congress® 
The manner of pre/aring your list and presenting it as 
an accomplished fact seemed to us to indicate a wrong 
approach to tne problem* One of the nemes included had not 
been previously mentioned at al" and was that of a person 
holding an official position and not hnovm to be associaj^ted 
with any public activity, lie have no pe.; sonal objection to 


hira but we tl- 
larly without 
imdGSirad.lo 


ti'k that the inclusion 
any previous refo' enne 
■d indi-Uted a wrong a 


of such a narae particii- 
or con S'station was 
proach to the '.problem* 


T' en again a name from our 14st was excluded 
and in his pl'ce anorlior of our colleagues v;as put in, but 
as you have said that this can be rectified, I need not say 
more about* 


li'ICLUSlCi'I OF NATIONALIST ITJSLIM 

% 

One outstanding feature of thtslist was the non-in- 
cliisiori of any Nationalist ''^aslim to tahe the place of 
one of the Congress names on the list, h'e felt that no one 
could possibly object to our changing the name of one of our 
own men* Indeed vmen I had drawn your attention to the 
fact that among the Muslim League nominees was included the 
name of a person who had actually lost in the recent 
election in the Frontier Province and whose name we felt 
had been placed there for political reasons, you wrote to me 
83 follows : ”I am afraid that I cannot accept the right 
of the Congress to object to names put forward by the 
Muslim League, any more thai it would accept similar 
objections from the other side* The test r=ust be that of 
ability** But before we could make our suggestion I 
received your letter of the 22nd June tfhich surprised us 
greatly* You had written this letter on the basis of 
some Press reports* You told us that the Cabinet Mission 
and you were not prepared to accept a request for the 
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inclusion of a Muslim chosen by the Gongressy^^inthe Interim 


Government* 


This seemed to us an extraordinary decision. 

It was in direct opposition to your own s tatement quoted 
above* It meant that the Congress could not freely choose 
even its own nominees* 

The fact that this was not to be talcen as a 
precedent made hardly any difference. Dven a temporary 
departure from such a vital principle coul{|{iot be accepted 
by us at any time or lace and in any circumstances* 

In your letter of the 21st June you gave certain 
questions framed by Mr.Jinnah in his letter dated 19th 
June and /our replies to then. ’e have not seen Mr.Jinnah*s 
letter. In question 3 reference is made to ’’represen¬ 
tation of the four minorities viz*, the Scheduled Castes, the 
Sikhs, the Indian Christians and the Parsees” and it is asked 
as to ”vhio will fill in vacancies caused in these groups 
and whether in fiJling up the vacancies the leader of the 
Muslim League will be consadaed and riis consent obtained.” 
AHiJlif’T SCIEDUL3D CASTSS HIuDIJS ? 


In your answer you say, ”If any vacancy occurs 
among the seats at present allotted to representatives 
of the minorities, I shall naturally cons'-ilt both the main 
parties before filling it”. Mr.Jinnah has thus included 
the Scheduleel Castes among the minorities and presumably you 
have agreed with this view. So f ar as we have concerned 
we repudiate this view and consider the Scheduled castes as 
integral parts of Hindu society. You also, in your letter 
of June 15th , treated the Scheduled Cnstes as Hindus* 

You pointed out that in your proposal there ms 
no ’’pariby” either between Hindus and Muslims or between 
the Congress and the Muslim League inasmuchas there were 
to be 6 Hindus belonging to the Congress as against 
5 Muslims belonging to the League* One of the 6 Hindus 






4-Uia noe+iiac!- 




We are in any case not agreeable to the leader 
of a party, which claims to represent a community which is a 
minority, interfering with the selection of names either 
of the Scheduled Castes, whose representation you counted 
as falling within the Congress quota or with the selection 
of representatives of the minorities mentioned# 

In Question 4 the Schedrled Castes are ^ again 
referred to as a minority and it is asked whether the 
proportion of members of the Government comirunity-wise 
as provided in the proposals will be maintained# Your 
ansrer is that the proportion will not be changed without 
agreement of the two majorjf parties# Here again one 
communal group functioning admittedly as such as is 
given a power to veto changes in other groups with which it 
has no concern# 

We may desire, i-^ opportunity offers itself, to 
increase representation when it is possible, to an other 
minority, for example iinglo Indians# IxLl tiiis would depend 
on the consent of the Iluslim League# We cannot agree to 
this# 

We may add that your answers restrict the Congress 
representation to Caste Hindus and make it equal to that 
of the League# 

DECISIOi: OH MAJOR COMrOTAL ISS^JB 
Finally you state in answer to Qu stion 5 that 
”no decision of a major coT^unal Issue could be taken 
y the Interim Government if the majority of either of the 
main parties were o.posed to it.” You further say that you 
had pointed this out to the Congress President and he had 
agreed that the Congress appreciated this point# In this 
connection I desire to point out that we had accepted this 
principles for the longterm arrangement in the Union Legis¬ 
lature and it could possible be applied to the Provisional 
Government if it was responsible to the Legislature and was 

composed of representatives on the population basis of ma^ot 
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communitias* 

It could not be applied to the Provisional 
Government foraied SSXXKSCES on a different basis altogehter 
It was pointed out by us in my letter of the l%thA June 
1946 that it would make adninistr? tion impossible and 
deadlocks a certainty. Eves in the question 
as framed by Mr. Jinnah it is stated that ”in view of 
substitution of 14 now proposed for the original 12*’ 
no major conm:unal issues should be decided if the majority < 
the Muslim members are opposed to it. Thus this question 
arose after the substitution of 14 for 12, i.e. after your 
statement of June 16th. 

73T0 POi-HH TO K'JSLIM L.'iAGUE 
In this statement no mention was made of trds 


rule. 

This very important change has been introduced 
almost casua'.ly and certainly without our consent. This 
again gives tiie power of veto or obstruction to the 
Muslim League in the Provisional Government. 

DMADLOCKS A CSRTAIIITy 

V/e have stated above our objections to your propos 
sals of June 16th as well as to your ansv/ers to the question, 
framed by Mr, Jinnah# These defects are grave and v/odd 2M 
render the working of the provisioiial Government difficult 
and dead].ocks a certainly. In the circornscances your 
pDoposals cannot fulfil the immediate requirements of the 
situation or further the causa we hold dear. 

My Committee have, therefore, reluctantly come 
to the conclusion that they are unable to assist you in 
forming a Provisional Govenmnent as proposed in your state¬ 
ment of June 16th, 19i6. 

LONG-TERM PLAN ACCEPTED 

With regard to the proposals made in the statement 
of May 16th, 1946 relating to the formation 

and functioning of the constitution making body, the- 
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the Working Committee of the Congress passed 
a resolution on the 24th May,1946 and conversations and 
correspondence have taken place between* Your Excellency 
and the Cabinet Mission on the one side and myself and some 
of my colleagues on the other. In these we have pointed oui 
what in our opinion were the defects in the proposals. ¥e ^ 
also gave our interpretation of some of the provisions of tl: 
statement. While adhering to our viev;s, we accept your 
proposals and are prepared to work them with a view to 
achieve our objective. We would add however, that the 
successful working of the constituent Assembly will largely 
depend on the formation of a satisfpctory Provisional 
Government. 


Yours flncerely, 
Sd/- A.h.Azad. 


(A.P.) 






ttQ lOROPMN VOTING 

Azad On Constituent Assembly Slection 

Maulana khul Kalam Azad Congress President, 
returned to Calcutta by Air from Delhi yesterday(Frlday)* 

He is expecting to leave for Bombay on July4j Qxpoot - !!fiftt> 

and his progEamme after A*I.C»C 
session there, has not been fixed and would depend on the 
situation he said. If necessary he may proceed to Delhi 
direct. 

Approached by United Press irmnediately on his arri 
val home, he said that he had no fresh news to give • Re¬ 
plying to questions he stated that the Congress was firm 
that Europeans should neither stand as candidates nor vote 
in the Constituent Assembly electlcns ona - dhe - hoped that 
the question would be solved to the satisfaction of the 
Congress, 

confined the report of the likelihood of 
nis coming to the Constituent Assembly from the North- 
V/est Frontier Province, 



IlfTlRIM GO?T.Masr HA?B STATUS OF 
_ NATIONAL GOVT. _ 

Maijlana Azad Explains Congress Stand 
Strong Opposition To Parity 
Conrrespondence With Viceroy Released 

Allahabad,June < 

Letter from Maulana Azad, the Congress President 
to the Iflceroy dated May 2i,1946, 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

Your Excellency will remember thFt the demand of 

the Congress from the very beginning of the present discussions 

regarding the Interim Cover raent has been that there must be 

a legal and constitutional change in order to give it the 

status of a truly National Government# The Working Committee 

has felt that this is necessary in the interest of the peaceful 

settlement of the Indian problem* Without such status, the 

Interim Government would not be in a position to infuse in 

a 

the Indian people/consciousness of freedom which is to-day 
essential. Both Lord Pethick Lawrence and you have, however, 
pointed out the difficulties in the wq^ of offering such 
constitutional change, while at the same time assuring us that 
the Interim Government woild have in fact if not in law, 
the status of a truly National Government* The VJorking Comiui- 
ttee feel that after the British Government's declaration 
that the constituent assembly will be the final authority for 
framing the constitution and any constitution framed by it 
will be binding, the recognition of Indian independence is 
imminent* It is inevitable that the Interim Government which is 
to function during the period of the Constituent Assembly must 
reflect tiiis recognition. In my last conversation with you, 
you stated that it^your intention to function as a constituticnl 
head of the Government and that in practice the interim Gover¬ 
nment would have the same powers as that of a Cabinet in the 
Dominions * 

This however is a matter which is so important that 
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it would not be ZHIX fair either to you or to the Congress Wc 
king Gonmiittee to let it rest upon x^rhat transpired in informal 
conversations, iSven without any change in the law there could 
be same formal understanding by Xirhich the Congress V/orking 
Committee may be assured that the Interim Coveminent would in 
practice function like a Dominion Cabinet. 

VICEROY'S REPLY 


Reply from the Viceroy to the Congress President 
ated 30-5-46. 

May dear Maulana Sahib, 

"I have received your letter of 25th Kay on the 
Interim Government. Me have discussed this matter on several 
occasions and I recognise the importance that you and your 
party attach to a satisfactory definition of the powers of 
the Interim Government and appreciate your reasons for asking 
for such a definition. My difficulty is that the Ei most 
liberal intentions may be almost unrecognisable when they 
have to be expressed in a formal document. 

am quite cle-r that I did not state to you 
that the Interim Government v/ouJ d have the sa' e powers as 


a Dominion Cabinet. The whole constitutional position is 
entirely different. I said that I was sure that Eis Majesty’ 
Government would tr mt the new Interim Government withou the 
same close consultation and consideration as a Dominion 
Government. 


s 


"His Majesty’s Government have already said th''t 
they will give to the Indian Government the greatest possible 
freedom in the exercise of the day to day administration of 
the country : and I need hardly assure you that it is my intend 
tion faithfully to carry out this undertaking. 

am quite clear that the spirit in xfhich the 
Government is v/orked will be of much greater Importante 
any formal document and guarantee, I have no doubt that if you 
are prepared to trust me, we shall be able to cooperate in 
a manner which xfill give India a sesense of freedom from 
external control and will prepare for complete freedom as soon 




the new constitution is made, 

sincerely hope that the Congress will accept th 
these assurances and will have no further hesitation in join¬ 
ing to cooperate in the immese problems which conforont us* 

”In the matter of time ta;}le you will be aware thaw 

the i3.1-India Muslim League Council is meeting on June 5 at 

which, we understand decisive conclusions are to be reached# ■ 

I suggest, therefore, that if you summon your forking Committee ■ 
s 

to rea^emble in Delhi on Friday the seventh, it may be possible , 
for final decisions to be made by all parties on all outstanding 
questions early in the following week,” 

Sd/- Mavell. 

VI'JliiOY TO uYHRU 

Letter from the Viceroy to Pandit Jswaharlal 
Nehru dated June 12, 1946, 

Derr Pandit Nehru, 

a'K 

”I am anxious to hove ^ opportunity of consulting 
you together with Mr.Jinnah as to how best I can fill the 
various posts in the Interim Government, Could you come to 

see me for this purpose at 5 P,H, to-day ? 

It is not my intention to discuss any question of 
principle such as ’’paj^y” or otherwise, but to concentrate upon 
what I I'Jiow to be our common objective, that is to get the 
best possible Interim Government dr&wi from the tv/o major parti- 
es and some of the minorities and ^ approach this decision 
by a consideration of what the portfolios should be and how 
each one can best be filled.” 

I am sending a similar letter to Mr.Jinnah, 

Sd/- Navell, 

WEKRU»S REPLY 

Reply from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to the Viceroy 
dated June 12, 1946 
Dear Lord Wavell, 

am sorry for the slight delay in answering 
your letter of to-day's date. Your invitation to me to see you 
to-day at 5 P,M, in order to confer with you and Mr.Jinnah 




about the Interim Government placed me in a somewhat difficult 
position. I would gladly meet you at any time, but our officii 
spokesman in regard to such matters iss naturally our President^ 
Maulana Azad. He can speak and confer authoritatively, which 
I cannot do. It is, therefore, proper that he should be in 
chale on behalf of any Authoritative conversation that might ta- 
ke place. But since you have asked tie to come I shall do so. 

I hope, however, that you will appreciate my fSMX position 
and that I can only talk without authority, which vests in 
our President and the Working Committee.” - 

Sd/- Jawaharlal Nehru. 

TALKS ON INTSRIM GOVT. 

Letter from Kaulana izad, the Congress President 

to the Viceroy dated 13th June 1946 
DcaY 

Bar Lord Wavell, 

”)hank you for your letter of the 12th June, which 
I have Just received, inquiring after my health, I have now 
more or less recovered. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has reported to my 
Committee and me the gist of the conversations between Your 
Sxcellency Committee regret that they are unaole 

to accept your suggestions for the formation of the Provisions! 
National. Government. The^ tentative suggestions emphasise 
the principle of ”^arity” to which we have been and are entirel; 
opposed. In the composition of the Caoinet suggested by you, 
there is 'Parity’ between the Hindus including the Scheduled 
Castes and the Muslim League, that is the number of Caste 
Hindus is actualy less than the nominees of the Muslims 
League. The position thus is worse than it was in June 1945 at 
Simla where, according to your declnation, then, there was 
to be "Parity” between the Caste Hindus and Muslims, leaving 
additional seats for the Scheduled Caste Hindus. The Muslim 
seats then were not ksxx reserved for the Muslim League only 
but could include non-'^eague Muslims. The present proposal 

thus puts the Hindus in a very unfair position and at the same 
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time eliminates the non-^eagne Mus ims* My committee are not 


prepared to accept any such proposals# 


Indeed as we have stated repeatedly we are opposed 
to Parity in any shape or form* 

In addition to this "Parity" we are told that 
there should be any conveiition requiring that major communal 
issues should be decided by separate group voting. While 
we have accepted this principle for long term arrangements 
we did ao as an effective substitute for other safeguards* In 
yoiir present proposals, hov/ever, both "Parity" and this convent¬ 
ion are suggested. This would make the working of the Provisio¬ 
nal Government almost impossible and deadlock a certainty* 

As I have often pointed out to you we are strongly 
of opinion that the Provisional Government should consis-Jiiof 
fifteen members* This is necessary to carry out the admi¬ 


nistration of the country efficiently, as well as to give ade¬ 
quate representation to the smaller minoritties, we are an¬ 
xious that the various minorities jfhhould have scope in such 
a (government. The work before the Provisional Government is 
likely to be much heavier and more exacting. In your propo¬ 
sals Communications include Railways, Transport, Post 

jf : crjr U y-C ckJX 

(Posts and Telegraph) and Air. It is^these can be j)oined toge- 
ther in one portfolio* This would be highly aadesirable at 
any time. The industrial troubles and in the possibility of 
railway strikes this arrangement would be wholly wrong. We 
think , also that planning is an essential department for the 
Centre* We think, therefore, that the provlnsional Government 
must consist of fifteen members* 

The suggested division of portfolios appears to 
us to be undesirable and unfair. My Committee should also like 
to point out that a Coalition Government in order to be success 
ful must have some common outlook and programme for the time 
being. The manner of approach in forming such a Government has 
been such as to leave this out of consideration and my Ccrnimi- 
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g Coalition can 
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function successfully* 

It was our intention to write to you about certain 
other matters also, but for reasons knownto you our letter has 
been delayed* I hhall write to you about these and other 
matters later* My purpose in writing to you now is to convey 
to you without anydelay our reactions on the tentative 
proposals that you put forward to-lay* 

Sd/- ibul Kalam Azad*” 

POl^SRS OF INTERIM GOVT. 


Letter from Kaulana Azad Congress President to 
the Viceroy dated June 14th 1946* 

De? r Lord Wavel, 

In my letter to you sent yesterday I promised to 
send you another letter* I am now doing so* 

On May 24th the Congress Working Committee passed 
a resolution which I conveyed to you. In this resolution we 
gave our reactions to the statement dated May 16, 1946, which 
the British Cabinet Delegation and you issued on 
behalf of the British ^overnnent. We pointed out -tiwat were 
in our opinion some of the omissioTvs and defects in that state¬ 
ment and we also gave|)ur interpretation of some of its jOSganOCa 
provisions. In a subsequent statement issued by 
you and the Cabinet Delgation our viewpoint was not accepted* 

You hnow, and we have repeatedly emphaasised this, 
that our immediate objective has been and is the indepen¬ 
dence of India. We have to judge every thing by this standard. 
We suggested that even though no legal change might be made 
at this stage, independence in practice might be recognised. 
This has not been agreed to* 

In your letter dated May 30, 1946, addressed to 
me, you explained what in your view the st-tus and powers of 
Interim Government wouldbe. This too falls short of what we, 
aim at. Yet the friendly tone of your letter and our desire 
to find some way out led us to accpt your assurance in these 
matters* We came to the conclusion also that, unsatisfactory 




30. 1946 


as were many of the provisions of your statem^it of May 16th 
we would try to work them according to our own intrepre- 
tation and with a view to acheive our objective* 


OBJECTION TO GROUPING 
yio 

You are im doubt aware of the strong feeling of 
resentment which exist among large section of the people 
against some of the proposals in the statement notably the 
idea of grouping* The Frontier Province and Assam have expre¬ 
ssed against any compulsory grouping. The Sikhs have felt hurt 
and isolated by these proposals and are considerably agitated* 
Being a minority in the Punjab they become still more helpless 
as far as numbers go, in Section * We appreciated all 
thes objections sepecially as we ourselves shared them* 
Nevertheless we hoped that according to our interpretation of 
the clauses relating to grouping which we still hold is correct 
interpreption for any other intrepreation would endanger the 
basic principle of provincial autonomy, we might be able to 
get over some of the o vious difficulties* 

X\fS)0 W INSUPERABLE OBSTACLES 

But two insuperable obstacles remained and we 


had hoped that you woild be able to remove them.One of these 
related to the part that European members of the Provincial 
Assemblies might play in the election to the Constituent 
Assembly. We have no objection to Englishmen or Europeans as 
such, but we do have a strong objection to persons, who are 
foreigners and non-nationals and who claim to belong to the 
ruling race, participating in and influencingthe elections 
to the Constituent Assembly* The Cabinet Delegation’s statement 
lays down clearly that the future constitution of India has 
to be'^ecided by Indians* The basic principle of the statement 
of May16th was the election of a member ofi the Constituent 

Assembly to represent one million inhabitants* On this basis, 

li S 0^0 o O 

the representatives of 146,000 MlXXi H Muslims^and 58,000 


Sikhs in the North West Frontier Provinces have not been given 
the right to elect any m^ber to the Constituent Assembly. 
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2^he European population of Bengal and Assaffl numtes only 21,000 
but their representatives can return to the Constituent 
Assembly by their own vote seven out of 34 members, thus appro¬ 
priating to them-selves the right to represent seven millions. 
They are returned to the Provincial issemblies by a separate 
electorate of their own and have been given fantastic weightage# 
fhis representation of Europeans in the Constituent Assembly 
mil be at the cost of non-Muslims, that is mainly Hindus who 
are already in a minority :'.n Bengal. To mahe a ’'minority 
3 ^ffer in this -'ey is u'cterly v/rong. Apart from the question 
of pri'jcipla, it is r matter of the utmost iraportantein practice 
i.i'l jay well affect tiic x'’rture both of Bengr] and issara. The 
Congress horhing hO''imi'tee -'ttach !:he gr- atest importajri 


to 


this, ho MO'dJ/l li’^e to add h:'--.': eve:, if the Europeans them¬ 
selves do not steud for olocticn, but merely uote, the results 
will be equally br’. The Cabinet belegation have informed us 
that beyond promising to use their persuasive powers they 
could not ’old out any assurance to us that these European memb¬ 
ers world lot exercise the right vn'ich we are advised, thydo 
not possess raider the statement of hay 16th. But if the 
Delegation hold otherwise, as evidently they do, vje cannot 

CUrvUt C’w.-p • 

a legal fight for their exclusion at the thereshold 


of the Constituent Asse. bly* 

Therefore, a clear announcement is necessary that 
they will not tahe part as voters or candidates in the election 
to the Constituent Assembly* le cannot depend on grace or 
goodwill where rights are concerned. 

QUESTION 0? PARITY 

Equally important, in our view, is the question of 
"parity” in the proposed Provinsional National Government. 

I have already written to you on t:iis subject. This ^farity” oi 
by whatever other name it may be called has beai opposed by us 
throughout and we consider it a dangerous ijmovation which 
instead of working for harmony, will be a source of continuous 
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conflict and trouble. It may well poison our future as other 
separatist steps in the past have poisoned our public life# 

We are told thet this is a|bemporary provision and need not be 
treated as a precedent, but no such assurance can prevent an 
evil step frcm having evil consequences. Me are convinced 
that even the iraaediate results of any such provision will be 
harmful* 

If the position about the 

European vote and ’’J^rrity" remains, my Committee are reluct¬ 
antly compelled to inform you that they will not be able to 

^difficult 

The talk we had with you to-day has not made 
any substantial difference to the fun^^araental position* 

We have noted that according to your nev; suggestions the 
proposed woman meraber night iDe replaced by : Hindu, thus increa¬ 
sing the Hindu menbe s including Scheduled Caste representatives 

CL 

to six* We would be sorry not to have a woiri^n meinber, but 
apart from this , the new proposal maintains the old Simla 
(1945) formula of paiity .between Caste Hindus and Muslims, iadpos 
HBOC with this important qualificr'tion thPt xxk now muslims 
are supposed to mean members of Muslim League, We are 
unable to agree to this proposal and we ar^- still convinced th 
at the Provisional Government must consist of fifteen members 
and that there sho^ald be no kind of parity in the selections, 

Sd/- A,K,A 2 ad, 


VICEHOY TO AZAD 

Letter from the Viceroy to the Congress President 
dated 15th June 1946 
My dear Moulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of June 14. I will 
reply to it in detail in the course of to-day* Meanwhile, 

I must assume from the last pasagraph of v*our letter that 
my attempt to negotiate an aggrement between the two major 
parties on the composition of the Interim Government 




has failed* 


The Cabinet Delegation and I have,therefore, 
decided to issue to-morrow a statement on the action we 

^"tcxKa., OyVviA W t. yc*v<v. ix c"' 

propose^ to^this before publication* ^ 

Sd/- Wavell* 

Letter from the Viceroy to the Congress Presi¬ 
dent dated 15th June 1946* 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of 14th June* You 
deal with matters on which we have already h?d much discussion* 
We hre doing everything possible to further the 
independence of India, we have alrea'i^ pointed oul^, however 
there must first be a new constitution drawn np by the people 
of India* 

The Delegation and I are aware of your objections 
to the principle of grouping* I would^however, point out that 
the statement of 16th May does not make grouping compulsory. 

It leaves the decision to the elected representatives of the 
provinces concerned sitting together in sections* 

The only provision which is made is that the 
repres ^nta'.ivesjd of certain provinces should meet in sections 
to that they can decide whether or not they wish to form 
groups* Even then this has been done the individual provinces 

Oft 

are still to have the liberty to out of the group if they 
yLecXcAx 

c*r\ 

I recognise the HIZKIH difficulty about the 
Europeans who through not fault of their own find themselves 
in a difficeult position. I still hope that a satisfactory 
solution of the problem will be found* 

Our discussions in regard to the Interim Governmeni 
have been on the basis of political parties and not communities. 
I understand that this is regarded as preferable now. As it 
was at the first Simla Conference, in the proposed Interim Govei 
nment of myself and thirteen others, there will be six congress- 




mm and tics five MuslW Leaguers. I do not see how this can 
be called parity. lor is there parity between Hindus and 
Muslims , there being six Hindus to five Muslims. 

Even at t-.ds last moment, I still hope that the 
Congfess will now accept the statement and consent to Join 
the Interim Government. 

Sd/- V/avell. 


EIB0P3AH 70TIHG OPPOSED 


Letter from Maulana Azad, the Congress President, 
to the Viceroy, dated June 16, 1946 
Dear Lord Wavell, 

I have received your two letters of June 15th 
I note trhat you say about grouping. He abide by our inter¬ 
pretation of it. 

As regards Europeans we are clear the even on a 
legal interpretation of the statement of May 16th apart from oth¬ 
er consideration, they have not the right to participate in the 
elections to the KJSiCpX Constituent Assembly. I am glad to expe¬ 


ct a Sctisfactory solution of the problem. 

(question of parity 


He have endeavoured in our letter and in the 
course of our "alks to state clearly what our position in in 
regard to any kind of parity. You will remernber that parity 
was mentioned and considered as the first Simla Conference. That 


parity was exactly same as is nov/ suggested by you, that is 
parity between caste Hindus and Muslims. 

Owing to the stress of war and other conditions 


then existing we were prepared to accept this only for that 
occasion. It was not to be used as|la precedent* Moreover, 
this was subject to inclusion of at least one Nationalist 
Muslim. Now conditions have entirely changed and we have 
to consider the question in another context. That is approachin 
independence and Constituent Assembly. As we have written to 
you in the context and tn present circumstances we consider this 
lF |M«M|ar kind of parity unfair and likely to lead to difficulties 
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The whole scheme proposed by you in the statement of May 16 
is based on absence of weightage and yet, in the pcoposed 
Provisional Government there is this weightage, in addition 
to other far-reaching communal safeguards. 

lie have tried our ttmost to arrive at a satis- 
facoty settlement and shall not despair of it. But such a 
settlement in order to be enduring must be based on strong foundr 
ations. So far as the statement of May 16th is concerned 
our main difficulty, as we wrote to you, was European vote, 
then this difficulty also goes. 

The second and remaining difficulty relates to 
the proposals for the Provisioaal Government which have to 
be considered together with the statement. The two cannot be 
separated. These proposals have thus far been unacceptable to 
us, but if a satisfactory settlement in regard to them is 
arrived at, we v/oixld be in a position to ahoulder the burden. 

Sd/- Abul Kalam Izad. 

VICEROY'S LETTER ACCOliPAIlENG Hdl/ PROPOSAL 

Letter fr m the Viceroy to the Congress Presi¬ 
dent dated 16th June, 1946. 

Dear Maulana Sahib, 

I send herewith a copy of the statement which as 
indicated in the letter I sent you yesterday, will be released at 
4 P,M. this evening. 

As the statement shows, the Cabinet Ministers 
and I are fully aware of the diffic dties that have prevented 
an agreement on the composition of the Interiam Government 
We are unwilling to abandon our hope of a working parta»Bship 
between the two major parties and representatives of the 
minorities. 

We have therefore done oxir best to arrive at a 
practicable arrangement taking into consideration the various 
conflicting claims and the need for obtaining a Government 
of capable and representative administrators. We hope that 
the parties will now take their share in the administration of 
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of the country on the basis set out in our new statement^ 

We are sure we can rely on you and your Working Conanittee to 
look to the wider Issues and to ^urgent needs of the country 
as a whole, and to consider this proposal in a spirit of accommo 


dation* 


Sd/- Wav ell. 


(Enclosed - Statement by the Cabinet Delegation and the 

Viceroy, dated "'dth June). 

CONGRESS DEIISION DEFERRED 

Letter from the Congress President to the 


vt "A q 


Viceroy dated 18th June 1946, 

Dear Lord Novell, 

I promised to write to you this evening in case 


my Committee had come to any decisions* The Committee met this 
afternoon and sat for many hours. In the absence of our 
colleague, Rhan Abdid Ghaffar fiian, wiio is due to arrive 

rU cwtc.-l \ tell to - ^ 

to-morroi/^ I am^thereforeynot in a gosDtj.on this evening 

to convey to you any decision. I shall communicate with you 

as soon as my Committe arrives at any conclusion. 

Ahni Kal an Azad. 


/IGSROY 


URGES ELRLY DECISIONS 


better from the '''^i ’eroy to the Congress Presi¬ 
dent, dated June 20, 1946. 

Dear Maul ana Sahib, 

You will, I am sure appreciate^ that the members 
of the Cabinet Mission have a great deal of urgent work awaitin 
them in England and are not in a '■■osition to prolong their stay 


in the country indefinitely. 


I would tlierefere ask you-r 


Working Committee to let us have a final answer as soon as 
possible to the proposals made in our statement on June 16. 

I understand that you have summoned back the 


member® of the Committee who had left Delhi and in 

these circumstances we would ask you to let us have your 
answer not later than Sunday, June 23. 


Sd/- Wavell* 




ijli 
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nmm'B m objection 

Letter from the Congress President to the 
Viceroy dated 21st June, 1946# 

Deer Lord Wavell,’ 

I have your Excellency's letter of SOth June,1946# 
I appreciate your anxiety to come to an c'riy decision regar¬ 
ding the format'on of an Interim Government and I can assure 
you that my Working Committee fully share your anxiety# A new 
difficulty, in addition to the old ones, has however been 
created by the publication i . the press of the alleged 
of Mr# Jinnah's letter to you in which he objection 

to the Congress nominstioniin the Interim Cabinet# It willbe of 
great assistance to the Corking Committoe in coming to a 
decision if they could have copies of these alleged letters a^d 
your reply as they deal witli vital, matters which we have to 
consider# 

5d/- Abul Kalam Azad# 

POINTS FROM JINNAH'S LETTER 
Letter frean the Viceroy to the Congress President 
dated 21st June 1946t- 
Dear Maul ana Azad, 

I thank you for your i^etter of to-iay, Mr.Jinnah 
in his letter to me of 19th June, put to me the following 
questions:(1) h’hether the proposals contained in the statement 
for setting up of an Interim Government are now final or whether 
they are still open to any furtl.er change of modification at the 
instance of any of the parties or pesons concerned# 

2, I/het .er the total number of fourteen members 
of the Government ai proposed in the statement would remain 

unchanged during the interim period, 

3# If any person or persons invited as represen¬ 
tatives of the four minorities viz# the Scheduled Castes, the 

OllJi. 

Sikh, the Indian Christians and the Parsis, is or^unable to 
accept the invitation to join the Interim Government for persona 
0^ other reasons how will tis vacancy or vacancies thus created 




be filled by the, 'Viceroy; and whether in fill ing up the vacancy 
or vacancies the leader of the Muslim League will be consulted 
and his consent obtained, 

4 (a) Whether during the Interim period for 
which the Coalition Government is being set up, the proportion ^ 
of members of the Government coninunity^wise, as provided in the 
proposals, will be maintained, 

(b) V/hether the present representation given to 
four minorities, viz, the Schduled Castes, the Sikhs, the Indian 
Christians and the Parsis will be adhered to without any 
change or modification and (5) in view of the substitution of 
14 now proposed for the ogirinal of 12 and the change made in 
the original formula^ whether there will be ^(provision, in 
order to safeg^uard Muslim interests, that the Executive 
Council shall not take any decision on any ma^'or communal 
issue if the majotity of the Muslim members are opposed 
to it.". 


71c :ro 


710 ' 


MEPLY 


The operative u?.rt of ny reply dated the 20th June v;as 


as follows : 


"The intention in the statement of June 16, was that 

with 

the discussion of portfoilios/XSpQQC leaders of the two 
main parties should follow tlie acceptance by both parties of 


the 

are 


scheme, Thi 


:;nox/)filt is cl 


s intention still holds since until the names 
ifficult to decide on the distribution of port¬ 


folios. 


On the points which you desire to be made dear in conne' 
ction with the Government to be formed under our statement 
of June 16, I give you the following reply after consultation 
with the Delegation. 

I, TIntil I have received acceptances from those 
invited to take office in the Interim Government the names in 
the statement cannot be regarded as final. But no change in th 
principle will^made in the statement without the consent of 


the two major parties. 
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2* Mo Chang# in the number of 14 members of the Interim 

Government will be made without the agre^nent of the two major 
parties, 

3, If any vacancy occurs among the seats at present allotte< 
to representatives of minorities I shall naturally consult the bo¬ 
th the main parties before filling it, 

4 (a) and (b) the proportion of members by communities will 
not be changed without the agree^ient of the two major parties. 

5, No decision on a major comr’unal issue could be taken by 

the Interim Government if the majority of either of the main 
parties were opposed to it, M I pointed this out to the Congres 
President and he agreed that the C^ngr-ss appreciated this 
point,” 

Sd/- Wavell, 

OU3STI0M OF INCLUDING CONGRESS IIUSLIM 
Letter from the Viceroy to the Congress President dated 
22nd June 1946 
My dear Maul ana Sahib, 

0 I understand from press reports that therejls a strong 

feeling in Congress circles that the party should insist on 
their right to include a Muslim of their oi«n choice among the 
representatives of the Congress in the Indian Government, 

For reasons of which you are already aware it is not pos¬ 
sible for the Cabinet Mission or myself to accept this request, 
but I wo’ild draw your attention to paragraph 5 of the statement 

of the 16th June, which reads as follov/s 

« 

IS 

"The above composition of the Interim Governnent/iB no 
way to be taken as a precedent for the solution of any other 
communal question. It is an expedient put forward to solve the 
present difficulty only, and to obtain the best available coa¬ 
lition Government.” 

In the light of this assurance that no precedent is 
established we appeal to the Congress tot to press their demand 
but to take part in the strong Interiam ioveiOTfflti* which the 

country so urgently needs, 

Sd/-¥aveil. 
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im iUl.C.C. DISCU3SB]S 
MISSION*S PEOPOSiLS 


Nehru Occupies Presidential Chair 


AZikD 


SXPLAiNd 

ACCi2P?^.D 


IfflY WORKING COMITTRE 
LONG-TERM PLAl^’ 


BOMBAY, July 6. 






EPAECH 


Maulana abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President in his 
valedictory speech said, "We have met here after six years* 

No elections to the all-India Congress Committee could be held 
till noy ov/ing to the war and the abnormal conditions created by 
the v;ar* These six years have been years of profound importance 
in our history as they mark far-reaching changes in the inteiniational 
situation ^id our oyn struggle for our national independence* 
lie are on the thresh-hold of our freedom* Our freedom is 


coming, not because of International changes but because of the 
revolution that has taken place in our own country resulting in 
gr^.at national awakening. 

"The new All -India Congress Committee which has ^ust assembled 
contains new blood and fresh minds. I am glad to welcome the new 
members as new blood always gives fresh vigour and strength. 

This meeting of the new all-India Congress Coimaittee should 
have been held along with the plenary session of the Congress, but 
owing to abnormal conditions we have been unable to hold the 
annual session. Now that a new nll-Inuia Congress Committee has 


been elected I have decided to hand ov:.r the reins of office of 
the Congress President to Pandit Jawarlal Nehru to allow the work 
of the Congress to be carried on iniiterrupted, though the annual 
session itself may not be held for sometime* 

"l«hen I took charge of the office of the Congress President 


at the Ramgarh Congress six years ago, we were struggling 
for our freedom. But to-da^ when I lay down the reins of the 
office, I am happy to find that the question is no longer one of 
fighting for our freedom, as we are already on the threshold of 
freedom, but of working out the freedom that is coming. Only one 
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further step is required for us to reach our goalt** 

REPLY TO CRITICISM 

The Congress President then referred to the cirticism that 
the Working Coomittee had not consulted the All-India Congress 
Committee earlier in connection with the constitutional negotia¬ 
tions and said that the citicism was wrong for the reason that 
as soon as definite conclusions were reached the Working ConEiittee 
lost no time in summoning the Al'l-India Cohgress Coniffiittee to 
get its stamp djf approval on the decisions taken by the Vicrklng 
Commit tee* 


Maulana Azad urged the Coionittee to consider the results 
of the Working Committee*s negotiations with the British Cabinet 
Mission dispassionately and see if tlie W'oiiiing Co.^imittee had not 
discharged its responsibilities in the best interests of the 


country# 


liAbL Ui alWiBtsPnnCii 


Maulana Abul Kalaffl Azad moved the Working Committee*s resolu¬ 
tion seeking ratification of 1he Relhi Reeclutlon passed on June 26 
Commending the resolution to the house for its acceptoiico the 
Maulana saheb said, The way the .discussion on the Working 


Committee's resolution has been going on in the country makes me 
reel that the people seem to have forgotten the question that tlB 
Wcrkirii^ Committee was faced with# The Coianiitee had either to acce 


or reject cert-.in proposals placed before it. It had to be 
guided by what the Congress had been demanding all these years» 
The Congress had demanded thett India have the right to 
chalk out her own future and frame her ov/n constitution. But 
circumstances had now forced the British Government to agree 
to Indians ^ fundamental demand of suimnoning a Constituent Asseab] 
for the purpose of framing a constitution for a free and independs 


India# 


” The Cabinet Mission*^ 


• • • 


(Contd#) 




proposal contained In the 3 ate Paper issued on May 16 gave ns 
this right to summon a Constituent Assembly to frame our own 
constitution* This is what we have been demanding all these years, 
l^lhat will be our position, if we refuse that offer. 

**If we refused the o ffer, then there would be no meaning to 
our demandsr The things that we have been asking for years has 
been accepted and we have now to work our own way*’ Therefore, 
the Cimiffiittee had no choice. It had to accept the offer so long 
as the Committee felt convinced that it would lead the country 
to the end the Congress had before it. 

imiCaTIOIid 0? PLAN 


”The plan envisaged by the Cabinet Mission in their */hite 
Paper of May 16, consists of two aspects, political and covimunal. 

As far as the political implications of the proposals are concernec 
the proposals make it clear that the Constituent assembly will- 
have the fullest rights to frame a consittuticn for a free 
and independent India and such a constitution will be accepted by 
the British Coverrmnent. 


” We have been given .he freedom to decide whether we wish to 


remain wilhin the British Binpire or be completely independent. 


It is for us to decide this vital question and the Bx-ltish 


Government does net wish to 


dictate to us in this respect as 


they have hitherto been doing. 

”In amy first interview with the Cabinet Mission, I made 

it absolutely clear to the Delegation that the Consitutent 

Assembly we wished to susimon should have unfettered freedom 

to frame a consttutton for a free unci Independent India. 

C> 0 V 6 yin YY) e 

The British has accepted tMs demand and has made it c. 

-ar thdt the freedom of India is not under question and it has 
been granted without ai^y question, '^hj^y then should we raise doub 
in the face of such unequivocal declarations by tie British 
Government ? 


*Ihe Cabinet 141ssion*s proposals also have once and for 
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all times cleared all doubts about the question of the division 
of India# These proposals have made it clear beyond a shadow of 
doubt that India shall remain undivided, a single unit with a 
strong Central Government composed of fedrating units. 

MAIN DEMAhDd ACCEPTED 


”0ut main demands having thus been accepted by the Cabinet 
Delegation you will agree the Working Committee had*to accept the 

i 

u 

proposals after pointing out the uefects in them, This^^w^hat the 
Working Committee has done by ts resolution of June 26* My answer 
to those critics who say th^it we should not have accepted tliis 
proposals is that if we rejected this proposal now, it may not be 
possible at a later date in the future to s ecure a proposal 
“ acceptable to us# 

” For sometime now the Congress hud been convinced that a 
completely unitary form of Cent >.1 Government was unsuited for 
India as it is impracticable. The Congress had also felt convinced 


that division of India as demanded by the hlislim League would 
prove disastrous to the coi.n-ry# The Congress hud therefore decided 
to pursue a middle course, Th^t is the reason the Congress recosim- 
ended a federal of Centre with maximum autonomy to the 


feder..ting units including residuary powers# This helps to keep 
India undivided, at the sume time ensuring utmost autonoray to 
the units to develop themselves individually a::a free^ly to the 
maximum extent. 


” We placed this proposal before the Caldiet Mission which 
accepted this proposal in principle and produced a scheme with 
a united Centre with limited powers such as controlling Defence, 
Foreign Affairs and Communications and Finance to the extent 
needed to maintain the stability of the hniron Centre# 

”The Constituent Assembly could -ow find w^ays and means of 
strengthening the Union Centre by conceding to the Centre 
sufficient powers to levy enough finances to support itself and 
maintain an efficient defence force to protect the country 




1946, 


from external aggression and internal turmoil. 

” The only new feature of the Cabinet Mission’s proposals to 
which the Congress had not agreed fully was the one relating 
to grouping. The Working Cormlttee has therefore made it clear that 
there should be no compulsion in the matter of gcmrping. The province 

should be free to decide whether they v;i$h to join^ a particular goup 

» 

or not, ¥e are coijfident that the interpretation we have put on the 
grouping clause is the co rect interpretation, 

” The Congress Working Committee has made it clear that it cannot 
agree to the Europeans of Bengal and Assam participating in the 
framing of the constitution either ty being members of the Constltuei 
Assembly or paiciputing in the election:, to the Constituent Assembly 
by voting. If the Europeans eventually deicide to extercise their 
so-cilled right of voting in the elections to the Constituent 
iissembly, then the Congrecs yi?.l have to reconsider its decision, 
Maulana -abul Kalam kza.(' in conclusion welcomed the decision rf 


Bengal Europeans not to exercise their rigiit to vote and hoped 
thw.t Acseam Europeans also would do likewise, 

Eardar Vallabhabhai Patel secondin, the resolution said that 
the resolution covered the two statements by the Cabinet Mission 
and the Viceroy of May 16 and June 16. The Working Coiaiiit~ee 
had accepted the Mission’s proposals cont-^ined in tr.eir sratement of 
May 16 but rejected the Provisional Governraent proposal contained 
in their statement of June 16# 

Making it clear that the resolution jiut moved by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Aaad coi^ld aot be amended in any manner Eai'dar Vallabh- 
bhai Patel said, “he place this resolution before the House for 
ratification. Either you accept it or reject it in toto," 

’’Four parties, the Cabinet Mission, the Congress, the Mislim 
League and the Indian Princes have accepted the constitutional plan 
envisaged in the State Paper issued by the Cabinet Mission on 
May 16, All vital details connected with negotiations have been 
fully published. You are aware the League, first accepted 

the May 16 statement of the Cabinet mission. We deferred our 
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decision untii^ the full picture was available to us, namely 
6f the Constituent Assembly and the Interim Provisional Government 
The Interim Government plan was published in t he June 16 state¬ 
ment of the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy* We dicided to 
reject this proposal as it did not accord with our demands* We 
however decided to accept the Const!tutent Assembly scheme 
contained in the May 16 statement* We have made i't clear to the 
Cabinet Mission that the proposed Constitutent Assembly will iiot 
prove a success if a responsible representative Provisional 
Government at the Centre is nOt established soon* They have 

ib 

made^clear that the Caie-tAWer G vernment will be there only 
for a fev; days«’‘ 

GROGPII^G OF P .OVIKCBS 


^Consistent with the existing circumstances we have secured 
the widest franchise possible for the election to the Constituent 


Assembly* The most dangeroi.s proposal in the Constituent ^^ssembly 
scheme is the one rel„ting to grouping. Our interpret-.tion 
of the relevant paragi’c^ph in the dtate Paper is that the 


provinces are free 
they wdsh to join a 
placed* No province 


to decide at the initial stage whether 
particular groupf in which the}' have been 
can be compelled to join\ any group agains 


t 


its own wishes* 


The difficulty about Buropearis participating in the voting 
to the Constitutent assembly election has been practically 
overcome* ae have thus secured a Constituent assembly al^most 


on the lines v/e h.„ve demanded all these years* Furthermore 
under the proposed scheme the tr^^nsfe* of powder from British 
to Indian hands will be sm^'Oth and peaceful* It Is therefo -e, 
our conviction that we should take advantage of the scheme 
and not plunge the'eoun ry in a struggle. 

” At the very commencement of our ne_otiaticns with the 
Cabinet Delegation we made it clea' to them that we could 
talk to them only on the basis of a free and independent India . 
The British Cabinet Mission accepted this and mace it clear 




7 > 1946. 


that their acceptance of our demand was without any reservation. 

In the face of such assurance it is difficultfor us not to believe 
them* 

”We have also made sure thc.t there shall be one undivided 
India with one Central Gove nment* i’Jhat the shape of th^t Central 
Government will be, is a matter for the Constituent asserably 
to decide* The Muslim Lea^jue sees^erms of Pakistan in the scheme* 

We see a United India* It is for t e Constituent Assembly to decide 






Monday 4 1M& 


A.l.CX. RATIFIED DELHI ESSOLUTIOI 
£^DAY SESSION IN BOMBAY KID5 

• AZiD*S m?lY TO CiilTICIffi^ , ^ K, 7 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad dealt v:ith the variou ciritlcisms 
mau.e against the resolution by those who opposed the ^resolutioa. 

He said many of the opposition speakers had staged tiiat -.he 
British Government were responsible for sponsoring the ^onstitueiiu 
Assembly. This was utterly wrong. "Ko one can say," decla'-ed the 
Maulana,"that the British Government sent the Cabinet Mission to 
India to offer us the Constituent nssenbly as a free gift. We 
have secured the C'^nstituent i^s£ 8 >’iDly as a re^^ult of oiu otruggle 
and serif ices during the pu:t fifty years. The final stirjggle that 
was launched by M-ah^tma Ga-idhi in 194:c aid, of course, hasi^en 

the pace of our freedom .novement. 

"The British people and tiieir Labour Government have realised 

that wo the people of India are determined to h.ve our freedom and 
notthm on earth can prevent us from achieving our goal. The 
British Government h--d, therefore, to make up their mind whether 
they should 'ransfer power pe-cefully and :yrit or allow us to take 
It forcefully. They h„vo c^-osen the wiser course. 

"I am unable to agree with those who 3 >.y th^t by going inuo 
the Constltutent xissembly we sh^l be vaakening :iie Congress 
organisation, l^y should anyone thikiik that by going into the 
Constituent Assembly we shall weaken ourselves, .'liatevyi difficulties 
may stand in our way we will overcome thera as we are determined to 

reach our final goal. 

" We will not in any event sacrifice any of our fundamental 
principles. If iigc unfortunately any insuperable difficulties 

crop up In dirct conflict with our nmdaaeatal principlns, ve shall 

not hesitaie to kill the Constituent asterably* 
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■ 0I8Cii.,D FBiiR COMPLEX 

"Opposition speakers have exhibited a fear complex- vague fear 

of the unknown. I ask If there is any problem which has no fiiffleni¬ 
ties inherent in it* It is no use approaching any problem with a 
fear complex* If we do this we shall not be able to achieve 
anything at all. ^ 

”In the proposed Constituent Assembly the Cong ness will have 
a definite majoi’ity and in spite of this we have fears as to how 
we are going to settle the fate of the country, he have won our stru¬ 
ggle for freedom thro’jgh sheer sacrifices and suffering ai'id I will 
ask you now not to falter and fritter away the fruits of victory 
by adopting a gloomy outlook aiid fear complex. 

Statesmanship demands that we should be practical in our 
approach to problems, b'e mast utilise opportunities as they present 
themselves to further our ou-u ends, bometiaes circumst..nc;9s may be su( 
that we taay have to decide on a struggle. At other times it may be 
that the door to our goal may be opened through negotiations and 
in such a situation it is our duty to enter into negotiations and 
en'.er through the doorway that is open. 

”The Congress has never depc.rted fro/] its fijudamont^l principle 
or careC action, huve always sworn by it. ae made it clear to 
the British Gove nment even before the C^doinet Mission v/as sent to 
India that they either give us cur free/.om or face a sturggle. 

*»e wouti tvon told that we were inaulging in threats^ ».e mate clear 
that it was wrong of the British Government to regard it as mere threi 
-at. Against this background we starred the Jelhi negotiations. 

"It has been argued th..t the Central Government will not be 
a stDong one unless it haS within its fold economic relations and 
finance. These questions will be settled by the Constituent assembly* 
I do agree th..t die Central Government- c.an never be effective unless 
it has the me..ns to suppo t itself. The Congress will never tolerate ' 
a weak Centre* 




8 y 1946 , 


NOT A TRAP 

I want to make it clear that those who say that the Constituent 
Assembly is a trap are making a great mistake. There is no question 
of the Constituent Assembly being a trap. Ive asked for a Constituent 
Assembly to frame a constitution for a free and independent India 
and the Cabinet Mission agreed to our demand* Row then can anyone call 
it a trap ? 

I want to empha ise th^t by accepting thxC Constituent Assembly 
proposal we shall lay at rest one of the longest standing comunal 
problems. The Muslim League has been demanding all these years the 
division of India into Hindustan and Paliistan and two separate 
Constituent Assemblies to draw up sepairate constitution. Both these 
things have been abandoned by t'ce Mjslim League by its acceptance 
of the Cabinet Mission*s propos.als of May 16, The result of this 
proposal is that there shall be one united India and one Constituent 
iissembly with one Central Cover ament. 

I ask if this is not a great achievement. If you .eject the 
Constituent .^-ssembly as the opposition wants you to do, I ask if 
we shall not be addin^ to our problems and quarrels. Victory 
has come into our hands anclplsree, do not turn it into a defeat (cheerj 


The door to the Constituent assembly is open to enable us to draw 
up our ow^n constitution. Please enter it cCid complete oiur task of 
framing our own constitution (applause ). - . 





